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Several youths from Trinity, Isle, 
attended the Higher Things “For 
You” conference held July 19-22 
at Montana State University 
in Bozeman. About 900 youth 
attended the event.

Each day of the conference 
contained three segments: worship, 
work and play. Participants 
worshiped three times a day and 
worked on various mission projects. 
They also participated in fun 
sessions of diverse activities.

Higher Things is an LCMS 
Recognized Service Organization. 
The organization’s mission is to 
“keep young people focused on 
Christ and His gifts as they grow 
and mature in their faith.” Through 
the Higher Things regional 
events, more than 1,700 LCMS 
congregations have been impacted, 
including Trinity.

From left, Aria Mueller, Rev. Mark Maunula, Abbey Peterson, Lucas Peterson, Leila Gallion 
Josiah Mueller, Abbie Gallion, Laura Horsch (Sunday school superintendent), Ethan Peterson, 
Bailey Geist and Mackenzie Hardy.

Reaching for ‘Higher Things’

Emmanuel, Backus, celebrated 
its 100th anniversary on Aug. 6. 
This was a second event as the 
congregation previously observed 
the incorporation date of Jan. 30.

Worship was led by former pastors 
Rev. Ron Carnicom (2005-14) and 
Rev. Frank Milo (vacancy, 2018-19); 
and Rev. David Becker (St. John’s, 
Aitkin, and circuit visitor) was the 

preacher. Following the service, 
attendees enjoyed a catered meal, 
viewing pictures of the congrega-
tion’s history and lots of fellowship.

Former pastors Rev. Jim 
Freudenstein (1981-84) and Ray 
Hendrickson (1985-93) were also in 
attendance. Rev. Travis Lauterbach, 
current Emmanuel pastor, was 
unable to attend due to illness.

Pictured are former Emannuel pastors, from left, Revs. 
Jim Freudenstein, Frank Milo, Ron Carnicom and Ray 
Hendrickson. 

Emmanuel celebrates 100 years
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St. Cloud State University students continue to gather together for Bible 
study. These campus ministries are vital ways to help our congregations’ 
youth remain connected and also for the Gospel to be shared with other 
college students. Pictured is Rev. Joshua Reber (second from right) with 
some of the students after a recent Bible study. Rev. Reber also serves as 
pastor of Trinity, Clear Lake, and Faith, St. Cloud.

One in CHRIST at  
St. Cloud State

As did many congregations 
in our district this last spring, 
summer and fall, Trinity, Isle, 
hosted VBS. Attendees and 
volunteers focused on “God’s 
Wonder Lab” last summer. 
The key theme focused on 
“Jesus Does the Impossible,” 
highlighted by Ps. 98:1: “He 
has done marvelous things.” 
Experiments and other forms 
of scientific exploration 
helped participants see how 
God created our world.

In addition to collecting 
15 pairs of used shoes for 
Lutheran Island Camp, 
nearly $6,000 was raised for 
Mission: US, an outreach 

GOD’S 
‘wonder 
lab’

project that sends books about 
God’s love to children and 
families who have not heard 
the Gospel in communities 
throughout the United States. 

Mission: US is a charity of 
Concordia Publishing House.

An initial goal of $500 was 
set and Laura Horsch, VBS 

director, reached out to other 
Isle congregations, whose 
members responded by 
helping to significantly exceed 
this amount.
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Share your 
news with us!
Why publicize your 
congregation’s stories in The 
Lutheran Witness district Insert?

▶  It reminds people that Christ 
is active in His church in so 
many ways.

▶  It gives readers a sense of the 
larger body of Christ, that 
they have brothers and sisters 
engaged in the same work.

▶  It gives congregations ideas 
for events and outreach.

▶  It helps former members to 
see what is going on in their 
former congregations.

▶  It aids other congregations in 
knowing who to reach out to 
when they need resources or 
referrals for a project they are 
considering.

We love to feature a wide 
variety of events occurring 
in our district congregations. 
All that is needed is a brief 
description of the event and 
one or two photos. No event 
or announcement is too big 
or small.

Send submissions to the.
lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.
org. You may also mail your 
submissions to Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 12, 
Backus, MN 56435, attn. Rev. 
Travis Lauterbach.

Please ensure photos sent 
electronically are high 
resolution. Send the largest 
sized photo from your camera 
or phone. Many email pro-
grams will try to resize the 
photos, but please send the 
original size.

Ladies from Trinity, Bemidji, celebrated the 80th birthday of the LWML on Oct. 16.

A skit, written by LWML members, was enacted after the worship service. The 
narrated skit portrayed an older LWML member, sitting in a rocking chair, as she 
reminisced about her life as a member while reading Scripture. Members of the 
congregation acted out events of her life such as a Baptism, confirmation and 
wedding. A song that fit each occasion was sung after the acts. The celebration 
closed with the LWML pledge and a hymn.

The congregation’s LWML said, “How blessed we are to have an organization like 
the LWML! To God be the glory!”

Celebrating 80 years

As the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
continues to celebrate its 80th anniversary, they have 
encouraged congregations to join in the celebration 
by doing something related to the number “80.”

Congregations continue to share amazing ways in 
which they help celebrate the special milestone as 
they “serve the Lord with gladness” (Ps. 100:2).

One such congregation is Immanuel, Parkers Prairie, 
whose LWML donated 80 Bibles to J.A.I.L. (Justice 
Abounds In Love).

An Immanuel LWML member said, “We pray that 
the recipients of these Bibles will read, believe and 
trust the promises of God’s love, forgiveness and 
salvation. We give this gift with love and thanks-
giving for 80 years of ‘serving the Lord with gladness’ 
with the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.”

Sharing God’s Word
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Counselor’s Corner

It’s that time of the year. The 
evenings are short and the night 
extends long into the morning. We 

haven’t quite made it to the shortest day 
of the year, but we’re close. 

Sure, we try to fight off the frigid dark-
ness of this season with some twinkling 
lights on our eaves or ornate displays on 
our mantles, but the enveloping nature 
of the winter gloom is relentless. More 
than that, it brings with it a barrage of 
emotions. 

Sure, we try to mirror our cheerful dec-
orations with our personalities this time 
of the year, but who are we fooling? 
When the evening sets in, the thoughts 
of Christmases past or the dreams of 
experiencing one a little less lonely 
than last year creep into our mind as 
a growing shadow. We try to push our 
fears, disappointments, grief and tears 
deep down inside ourselves, but that 
just makes them unpredictable. 

We might get angry at our spouse, 
yell at a grocery store checker or find 
ourselves weeping in our car when 
we think no one is watching. All too 
often the darkness we experience this 
time of the year has nothing to do with 
the solstice.

“I wish I could fall asleep the day 
before Thanksgiving and wake up in 
the spring.” I wish the woman who 

said these words said them because 
she didn’t like shoveling snow, but 
that was not the case. Instead, she 
shared these words because of the 
unexpected death of her husband, the 
distance her children live from her and 
the social expectation of 
being “happy” during the 
Christmas season. 

It is in these moments that 
the passage from Galatians 
becomes so poignant. 
When the fullness of time 
came, God sent forth His 
Son. How beautiful are 
these words! How wonder-
ful is the truth they hold! 
Yes, of course, they refer 
to the birth, life, death 
and resurrection of our 
Savior 2,000 years ago. 
However, what was true 
then is true for us today. In 
the darkness of our waking moments 
this year, as we prepare to celebrate the 
incarnation, God sends forth His Son 
into our lives. 

We experience His presence as He 
comes to us in the Lord’s Supper and as 
He takes His place in our soul through 
His living Word. He is the light! He 
equips us with the truth that we will see 
our loved ones again in the joys of par-
adise. He sustains us by telling us that 

He will never forsake us, reassuring us 
we are never alone. He tears open the 
night sky, not just above the shepherds 
on that first Christmas, but today as He 
announces to us the victory we have 
over the loss in this life.

You are not defined by your losses. 
Moreover, you are not to hide them. 
Instead expose them to the light and 
dance in that light. You are a blood 
bought, forgiven and eternal child of 
God. Nothing can ever change that. This 
confident joy is why we celebrate these 
cold winter nights. Even the changing 
of the orbit of the earth cannot diminish 
the gift of the Christ Child.

We don’t need to pray to fall asleep the 
day before Thanksgiving and wake up in 
the spring. We get to peer into the dark-
ness of the tomb and rejoice in the light 
of the Easter morning that this infant 
child was born to bring into our lives.

There are so many people living in 
the land of deep darkness still today, 
overcome by the shadows of their past 
or consumed by the bleakness of their 
future. But you have been given the true 

light of Christmas. Not one 
that is seen merely in the 
twinkling lights or ornate 
decorations, but sung about 
in the powerful anthems 
of Heaven. You have been 
given light that came at just 
the right time for you — for 
you many years ago and for 
you today. Light that you 
are called to share with the 
world struggling in the night. 

This year do not pass by 
those in your life assuming 
they understand the close-
ness of God in Christ. Do 

not take for granted the life that is the 
light of Jesus for all mankind. Let the 
light of Christmas dawn break forth 
in your conversations, letters, social me-
dia posts and brief interactions. Who 
knows, God could be using you to turn 
the light on for somebody at just the 
right time. 

To Him be all the Glory!

Rev. Dr. Patrick Lovejoy 
Lakeland Region Pastoral Counselor

JESUS
The true light 
of Christmas
But when the fullness of time 
had come, God sent forth his 
Son, born of woman, born under 
the law, to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons. 
GAL. 4:4-5

You are a 
blood bought, 
forgiven and 

eternal child of 
God. Nothing 

can ever 
change that. 

This confident 
joy is why we 

celebrate these 
cold winter 

nights.


