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St. Johns, Park Rapids, 
was one of 37 LCMS 
congregations to receive 

a 1 John 3 Initiative Million 
Dollar Life Match grant from 
LCMS Life Ministry. Grants 
are provided to congregations 
to support existing, expanding 
or new projects involved in 
providing beginning-of-life care 
in their communities.

St. Johns collaborated with 
the Park Rapids Pregnancy 
Resource Center to organize and 
facilitate the “Bless a Mom” project, 
which involves assembling small gift 
bags to encourage and uplift women 
who are experiencing an unplanned 
pregnancy or are struggling with a 
difficult family situation.

The grant required that St. Johns meet 
the $1,200 amount that was applied for. 
Members sponsored 40 “Bless a Mom” 
bags at $30 each. The grant application 
was approved, and the St. Johns 
Board of Evangelism moved forward 
with purchasing items to be included 

in each bag, including sippy cups, 
onesies, gift cards for Walmart and a 
coffee shop, hair ties and winter socks. 
The Minnesota North District donated 
copies of My First Bible Story Book, 
published by Concordia Publishing 
House. 

The inside cover of the books contained 
information on St. Johns’ Sunday-
morning service and Sunday school. A 
copy of the children’s book Alive Before 
You Were Born was also included in 
the bag. 

Congregation members assembled the 
bags, which were gratefully received 
by the Pregnancy Resource Center. 
The bags will be distributed to young 
mothers in the coming months. St. 
Johns members pray that the Holy 
Spirit works to open the hearts of 
those who read and hear God’s Word 
and experience a small expression 
of Christian love and concern from 
God’s people.

Supporting life in Park Rapids

Applications for 
another round of 
grants to help congre-
gations provide begin-
ning-of-life care are being 
accepted through Jan. 22, 2023.

Learn more about the 1 John 3 Million 
Dollar Life Match at lcms.org/serve/
grants/life-grant.

http://lcms.org/serve/grants/life-grant
http://lcms.org/serve/grants/life-grant
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Wrapping others in love, quilt by quilt
Congregations all across the 
Minnesota North District 
participate in quilting projects that 
help bring warmth and comfort to 
those in need.

In May, the quilters of Trinity, Isle, 
concluded another successful 
season, piling up a total of 76 
quilts. The group produces quilts 
for nonprofit and social service 
organizations such as Lutheran 
World Relief and women’s shelters; 
and for Trinity’s high school 
graduates and the newly baptized.

Encouraging the quilters along the 
way was their stuffed teddy bear 
mascot, which honors the dearly 
departed Lila Vassar, a Trinity quilter 
who made the bear.

In order to be such a blessing to 
others, the Trinity quilters have been 
blessed with many donations of 
material needed to make the quilts.

Pictured are, from left, Laura Determan, Jennie Determan, Debbie Weeda, Laura Frostad, 
Joan Brostrom and Carol Ann Sander. Missing from the photo is Edna Parent.

St. Luke, rural Wood Lake, 
was blessed to welcome 
new members on Sept. 
11. Pictured are, from 
left (front row) Bruce 
and Brenda Drager, Dean 
and Vicky Preuss, Chad 
and Linnea Stibbe, Rev. 
David Tilney; (back row) 
Briana Nething, Brandon 
and Liza Preuss, Brandon 
Prowatzke and Thomas 
Frank.

Blessings  
   in
Wood Lake
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Share your 
news with us!
We love to feature a wide 
variety of events occurring 
in our district congregations. 
They help remind us of what 
God is doing around the 
district. It is also a way to share 
ideas for nurturing those God 
has already gathered into His 
church and for reaching those 
still outside of the flock with 
the Good News about Jesus.

All that is needed is a brief 
description of the event and 
one or two photos. No event 
or announcement is too big 
or small.

Send submissions to  
the.lutheran.witness@
mnnlcms.org. 

You may also mail your 
submissions to Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 
12, Backus, MN 56435, attn. 
Rev. Travis Lauterbach.

The Minnesota North District’s 
Arrowhead Region hosted the 2022 
District Fall Pastors Conference, 

held Sept. 25-27 at Barker’s Island Inn in 
Superior, Wis.

Many of the district’s pastors and some 
of their wives and children attended the 
conference, which featured Rev. Dr. Jeff 
Gibbs, professor emeritus of Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, as speaker. He taught 
six sessions on the topic “The Stone is 
Still Rolled Away: Easter Good News and 

Exegesis.” He encouraged the pastors to not 
forget the resurrection in their preaching 
and teaching.

Conference participants also gathered 
together for worship, fellowship, district 
reports and a group activity consisting of 
a cruise around the harbor of Duluth and 
Superior. As an interesting sidenote, the 
group was able to see the SS Arthur M. 
Anderson come into port. This was the 
last ship that had radio contact with the 
Edmund Fitzgerald before it sank in 1975.

Rev. Craig Palach was installed as pastor of Bethlehem, Herman, and St. Paul, Campbell, on 
Sept. 18. Pictured are, from left, Revs. Chris Lieske (Trinity, Fergus Falls), Ross Fritz (Grace, 
Breckenridge), Nathanael Biberdorf (Zion, Browns Valley, and Zion, Claire City, S.D.), Craig 
Palach, Brady Finnern (district president), William Aufdenkamp (Christ, Elbow Lake, and 
Zion, Hoffman) and Michael Breach (candidate).

Dual parish welcomes Pastor Palach

mailto:the.lutheran.witness%40mnnlcms.org?subject=
mailto:the.lutheran.witness%40mnnlcms.org?subject=
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Counselor’s Corner

There was a factory worker who worked 
from 4 in the afternoon until midnight. 
He did not own a car and buses did not 
run that late so he always had to walk 
home. To get home he had to walk an 
extra two miles out of his way in order 
to get around a large cemetery. 

But one night he said to himself, “Why 
should I walk an extra two miles to go 
around this cemetery when I could get 
home so much faster by cutting right 
through it? I am not afraid of being in a 
cemetery after midnight.” 

This he proceeded to do successfully for 
several weeks. Then one day, in prepa-
ration for a funeral, the custodian of the 
cemetery dug a grave right along the 
same path where the man walked on 
his way home. So that night the factory 
worker came rolling down the pathway 
through the cemetery in the darkness, 
and suddenly he dropped into that grave. 

At the bottom of the pit he screamed 
for help but no one answered. He tried 
to climb out but couldn’t because of the 
steep sides. So he decided to just curl up 

in the corner and go to sleep. About two 
hours later another man came through 
the cemetery along the same path and 
fell into the grave. The factory worker 
woke up and realized someone else was 
in the grave with him. He stayed in the 
corner and quietly observed the second 
man as he did all the same things he 
had done to try and get out. 

Finally, he spoke up and said, “You’re 
not going to make it out of here.” But 
you know what? The man did! This just 
proves that there is no limit to what you 
can do when you are properly motivated.

Do you find it a little hard to motivate 
yourself to get tasks accomplished, 
especially if it is not something you are 
getting paid to do? Is there an act of 
kindness or things to do involving your 
faith or church that you keep putting 
off because you lack motivation? If so, 
perhaps you need something outside 
yourself to motivate you and get you 
moving in the right direction. 

How about fear? Although it works in 
some instances (for example, the man 
in our story), fear is not the proper way 
to motivate people. Sometimes well-in-
tentioned people use the Law in an 
attempt to motivate others. This is not 
the best way to motivate people either. 
This kind of motivation often begins 
with “You should...” or “You need to...” 
After a time motivation that is oriented 
in the Law often loses its power.

What continues to provide me motiva-
tion is the promises and actions of God 
on my behalf — the Gospel. Consider 
that Jesus humbled Himself and took 
on the role of a servant, willingly dying 
on the cross so that our debt of sin 
might be paid and we can spend eter-
nity with God in heaven. Here we see 
the fulfillment of all the Old Testament 
promises, such as:

“For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and at the last he will stand upon the 
earth. And after my skin has been 
thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall 
see God.” JOB 19:25-26

There are many such promises in the 
Bible that tell us what God has done 
or continues to do for us and for our 
salvation, such as: 

He who did not spare his own Son 
but gave him up for us all, how will 
he not also with him graciously give 
us all things? ROM. 8:32

This is Gospel motivation which is the 
best kind of motivation. John states it 
this way:

We love because he first loved us. 
1 JOHN 4:19

So if you need motivation, don’t think 
about what you should or need to do. 
Think about what God has done and 
continues to do for you. 

Rev. Reed Stockman 
Lakeland Region Pastoral Counselor

Motivated 
BY THE GOSPEL

The LWML of Zion Lutheran 
Church, Hoffman, invited their 
sisters of the Wheaton Zone to 
a day of Bible study, meetings, 
lunch and fellowship on Sept. 1 
at Lutheran Island Camp. Rev. 
William Aufdenkamp, pastor 
of Zion and Christ, Elbow Lake, 
led the Bible study. The group 
included members of Zion, Christ, 
and Bethlehem, Herman. After 
lunch, the attendees enjoyed 
pontoon rides around the lake.

Fellowship
in the Word


