
Volume 19, Issue 7 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

AUGUST -- Named to honor the first Roman 

emperor (and grandnephew of Julius 

Caesar), Augustus Caesar (63 B.C.–

 A.D. 14). Augustus (the first Roman 

emperor) comes from the Latin word 

“augustus,” meaning venerable, noble, 

and majestic. 

Venerable, noble and majestic.  Hmmm.  

Those 3 words do not come to my mind as I 

think about August.  I think about county 

fairs and High School football practice 

starting.  Back to school sales, last minute 

family vacations, harvesting corn on the 

cob, detassling corn, baling hay, shopping 

for school clothes and school supplies.  Hot, 

dry, and sad that the summer break is 

almost over but excited that a new school 

year IS about to begin.  Kick the can played 

with neighborhood friends as the sky 

darkens in the evening and the fireflies blink 

in the night air.   

“Lord, You have been our dwelling place  

in all generations.   Before the mountains 

were brought forth, or ever You had formed 

the earth and the world, from everlasting to 

everlasting You are God.” 

August – venerable, noble and majestic.  3 

words that do a better job of describing God 

than a month.  We get to witness His 

handiwork all around us as we contemplate 

the work of His hands.  This ancient world is 

His handiwork.  In the beginning, God said 

“Let there be…”  and all of this came into 

being.  We witness planting, and crops 

growing, maturing, getting ready for the 

harvest.  All by HIS design.  I think about the 

human body fueled by the food we eat, the 

sun, the water and all of this intricate 

design.  There is this awesome balance of 

life that points to a designer that made all 

of these things with interdependence on 

each other that they just couldn’t happen 

by chance through random events.  These 

were all put into place by our God who was 

here before the mountains – from 

everlasting to everlasting – our eternal God. 

The Psalmist (Psalm 8) looked into the night 

sky at the sparkling stars and wondered – 

“What is man that you are mindful of him?” 

We seem like just a little speck in the 

cosmos of space.  Yet, God sent His Son to 

redeem us through His life, death and 

resurrection.  God was mindful of our sinful 

condition and provides for us a Savior. 

In all of this, what is our response?  The 

Psalmist in Psalm 90 prays that God would 

teach him to number his days and to 

establish the work of our hands – yes, 

establish the work of our hands.  We are 

reminded that we have been bought at a 

price and that we are not our own.   

Ephesians 2 says that we are saved by grace 

and not of works.  But as we continue to 

read Ephesians 2, that doesn’t mean that 

we shouldn’t do anything, but that we 

should do the work that God had created us 

for.   We work, not for our salvation, but to 

His honor and to His Glory.  We are 

witnesses of His grace.  We proclaim 

salvation by all that we say and all that we 

do.  We speak the Word of God’s love to 

our family and to our neighbors. 

Today, I had a conversation with a man who 

was contemplating taking his own life.  He 

was in pain.  He sees the evil in the world 

around him and concludes that life is not 

worth living.  He wants to end his pain and 

be freed from the corruption and evil of this 

world.  I shared the words of Jesus in 2 

Corinthians 12 – “My grace is sufficient for 

you, for My strength is made perfect in 
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DISTRICT NEWS 
Share your congregation’s news and photos with us so members of the 

District can celebrate with you! Send items for the MN North District 

Intercom/E-News to diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org. Items and stories for 

the MN North District Supplement to the Lutheran Witness can be sent 

to Rev. Travis Lauterbach (Emmanuel, Backus) at 

the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org. 

weakness.”  God’s grace is sufficient doesn’t mean that you will have a 

care free life and experience no difficulties or pain.   Through all of this – 

His strength sustains you through the pain and you are able to witness 

to that hope that is yours in Christ Jesus to an evil and corrupt world.  

You are His witness.  The power of God’s grace, especially when you are 

going through difficult times is a powerful witness to people who are 

lost and aimless in this world.  We have hope that goes beyond this 

world.  We have hope in an everlasting God whose creative power is 

evident all around us.  We are in AWE.  We know this AWESOME God 

through His Son Jesus.  Jesus experienced our pain, suffered for our sins 

– died and rose again.  We say: “To God be the Glory.” 

In his Service, 

Rev. Jeffrey A. Lee 

Rev. Robert Friedrich’s 60th Anniversary of Ordination celebration and potluck 

was held on June 26th at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Willmar, Minnesota. 

Pictured below are: (front row): Rev. Robert Friedrich, and Rev. Henry Friedrich. 

(back row): Rev. Dr. Brian Friedrich, Rev. Dr. Don Fondow, Rev. Matt Canion, 

Rev. Jack Baumgarn, Rev. David Baumgarn, Rev. Loren Kruse. 

Rev. Eric Souer was Ordained and Installed at St. 

John’s Lutheran Church in Barnesville on Sunday, 

June 26, 2022. Rev. Souer is a 2022 graduate of 

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. Pictured 

above are (front row): Rev. Craig Palach, Rev. Dr. Don 

Fondow, Rev. Eric Souer, Rev. Jay Weideman,  (middle 

row): Rev. Joshua Errer, Rev. Bernie Worral, Rev. David 

Walsh, Rev. Adam Harvala, Rev. Gary Rehborg, Rev. 

Ross Fritz, (back row): Rev. Steve Schultz, Rev. Brett 

Hartwig, and Rev. Chris Lieske. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran High School in Elk River is excited to celebrate its 

very first graduates! “We are so proud of our first group of graduates! We 

know that God has such amazing plans for these three! Congratulations 

Sophie, Alex, and Hope!”  Good Shepherd Lutheran High School is designed 

to stimulate creativity and innovation with a focus on Vocation (God’s call 

on our life of service to Him). The Humanities, Science, Technology, 

Mathematics, and Physical Education are taught through the Biblical 

worldview.  LEARN MORE >> 
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Welcoming Buildings 

The May issue of Reaching Rural America for 

Christ, the newsletter from LCMS Rural & Small 

Town Mission, encourages us to prepare 

ourselves and our congregations to welcome 

those around us. 

Imagine yourself a visitor — how would you 

rate your facility? We should take care of our 

buildings for their physical well-being, and also 

because God has planted our congregations 

there. 

This month’s newsletter also offers information 

about upcoming free webinars, including 

“Welcoming Buildings” at 1 p.m. on Thursday, 

June 23.  

READ THE NEWSLETTER>> 

Webinars 

“Welcoming Publications” — 1 to 2 p.m. 

Central time, Thursday, July 28. Presenter: The 

Rev. Jonathan Conner, pastor of Zion Lutheran 

Church, Manning, Iowa. 

REGISTER >> 

VIEW WEBINAR SCHEDULE 

VIEW WEBINAR ARCHIVES  

 

When you donate to LCMS Rural & Small Town  

Mission, you support and encourage  

rural and small-town congregations in  

engaging their communities and growing  

together In Christ through Word and 

Sacrament.  

Dear LCMS Minnesota North District, 

As I write this we are in the middle of "Convention 

Season" with many of our Districts holding their 

conventions. I had the privilege of speaking at the 

Minnesota North District Convention on their theme of 

"Forth in the Peace of Christ We GO!" What a wonderful 

theme and how appropriate. There seems to be no 

peace ... with God or with our neighbor, yet we must go 

forth in the peace of Christ. Our Ministry to the Armed 

Forces is working tirelessly to answer that challenge, to 

bring the peace of Christ to those who selflessly serve our Nation. It is only because 

of your gracious prayers and financial support that we can answer this calling of 

preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ to our military personnel and their family. That 

is what brings "true peace."  

Yet, that calling means we will have troubles, challenges, persecutions, and 

difficulties. It means that we must do the hard things, go to the dangerous places 

and situations, it means we must make sacrifices, deployments, separations ... all to 

bring the gifts of God to those in our military and their families. We go to those who 

have no peace as they struggle spiritually and physically with the "peace of Christ." 

Even when we must endure great trial or cruel antagonism by this world, the Lord 

faithfully brings His peace and grace to us. He gives us the courage, the strength, the 

armor to preach the Gospel.  

He said to His disciples, so He says to you: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to 

you; not as the world gives do, I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither 

let it be afraid”  (John 14:27). Likewise, He declares, “these things I have spoken to 

you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of 

good cheer, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  

We have that peace of God that gives us the strength to continue in this vale of 

tears, in this church militant, the present warfare. We know the end of the line. We 

know that we are forgiven children of God by the grace of God, for Christ's sake, 

through faith. God who loves us will never leave us nor forsake us.  

Our Jesus has defeated our enemy and has given us the peace we need to endure 

until either our end comes, or Jesus returns on that Last Day. Together, with your 

continued support, we move out and share that peace of Christ with those who 

serve our Nation with joy and courage. Now, may that Peace, which passes all 

understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our Lord. Forth in the 

Peace of Christ We GO! Thank you! 

In Christ’s Service, 

Chaplain Craig  Muehler  

CAPT, CHC, USN (Retired)  

Director, Ministry to the Armed Forces 

Learn more about LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces HERE >> 

https://resources.lcms.org/newsletters/rural-small-town-mission-june-2022-newsletter/?utm_source=LCMS+Ministry+Resources&utm_campaign=6d9abfd946-email-rstm-newsletter-june-2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_401c8964ac-6d9abfd946-513924846&ct=t(email-rstm-new
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Join the Petal 

Pushers® for an 

exciting 3 days of 

hands-on float 

decorating and 

attend the Rose Parade on January 2, 2023.  

Enjoy 3 days of float preparation and 

decorating and learn how the many 

beautiful and meaningful floats are designed, 

constructed and decorated. This year, 

Lutheran Hour Ministries is celebrating its 

72nd anniversary of witnessing the gospel 

message in the Rose Parade.   

On January 2nd, share an unforgettable day 

as we cheer from our grandstand seats along 

Colorado Boulevard in Pasadena, as we 

watch the Lutheran Hour Ministries float in 

the Rose Parade.   

Contact LutherTours: 1.844.777.1517    

EMPLOYEE RETENTION TAX CREDIT  

What is it?   

The Employee Retention Tax Credit (ERTC) is 

a refundable tax credit.  Employers can take 

advantage of the ERTC against federal 

employment taxes via qualified wages paid 

to their employees from March 13, 2020 to 

December 31, 2021.  Employers may want to 

contact a tax expert. 

  

Who’s eligible? 

Private businesses or tax-exempt 

organizations of all sizes that conduct a trade 

or business and meet one or both of the 

following criteria:  

1. Your business was forced to partially or 

fully suspend or limit operations by a 

governmental order 

2. Your business experienced a 50% 

decline in gross receipts during any quarter 

in 2020 versus the same quarter in 2019, 

and/or a 20% decline in gross receipts during 

any quarter in 2021 versus the same quarter 

in 2019 

Learn more here: 

Employee Retention Tax Credit |  

ALOA’s annual Fall Lutherhostel is a time for 

older adults to gather and experience inspiring 

spiritual study, music, devotions and outdoor 

activities.  

Ironwood Springs Lutherhostel 

October 3 - 7, 2022 

Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch, Stew-

artville, Minnesota 

Pastor David Buegler will lead our spiritual 

study with a look at The Rest of the Story. In 

the style of the late Paul Harvey, Pastor Bueg-

ler will share facets of familiar Bible stories 

that we likely do not know. Pastor Frank & 

Deaconess Jan Janzow will lead us in devo-

tions on The Lost Parables of Luke and lift our 

spirits with inspiring music. The Janzows served for 37 years in Waukesha, WI. 

Our Lutherhostel Directors invite you to get a glimpse of what’s in store  

 

The Lutherhostel takes place at the Lodge and Conference Center at Ironwood Spring 

Christian Ranch. In additional to our sessions, there are plenty of opportunities to take 

advantage of the beautiful surroundings and outdoor activities. Registration cost in-

cludes programming, meals and lodging. 

• Stay in newly remodeled, accessible motel-style Lodge sleeping rooms - $600 to 

$690 per person 

• Camping accommodations available - $550 per person 

Commuter attendees (no lodging or breakfast) - $375 per person 

Download a brochure and find out how to register on ALOA’s website. 

HOME: WHERE STEWARSHIP BEGINS 

In the July 2022 issue of StewardCAST, LCMS Stewardship Ministry reminds us that 

stewardship starts at home. 

Investing in the formation of homes that steward the Gospel of Jesus Christ faithfully 

and daily will yield the greatest stewardship results. It will lead to generations  

seeing the need for regular support for the local congregation both  

financially and in service.  

READ THE NEWSLETTER >> 

The Convention Workbook and Proceedings from 

the 24th Convention of the Minnesota North 

District—LCMS are now available for download at 

the Convention Website. The Workbook includes 

the Convention Agenda and Overtures. The 

Proceedings include the Convention Minutes and 

Resolutions. DOWNLOAD THE DOCUMENTS >> 

https://mnsdistrict.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b62e86201269bbd2aa204e5df&id=aa4563b616&e=ca49f0d524
https://bit.ly/3ImXwXs
https://aloaserves.org/events/ironwood-springs-lutherhostel/
https://aloaserves.org/events/ironwood-springs-lutherhostel/
https://resources.lcms.org/newsletters/stewardship-ministry-july-2022-newsletter/
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/mnn-district-convention


A MESSAGE FROM THE MN NORTH DISTRICT LIFE COORDINATOR 
Rev. Jason Wolter, Benson, MN 

Hallelujah!  Let us praise God!  Roe v. Wade 

has been overturned, as it should’ve been.  It 

was always terrible law, the result of an 

activist Court who wanted to make the law, 

not interpret it.  Thanks to Supreme Court 

Justices who actually care about the 

Constitution, this heinous “right” (along with 

the supporting “rights” bestowed through 

the equally erroneous decision in the Casey 

v. Planned Parenthood case) has been 

stripped from its Constitutionally-protected 

status.  That is a wonderful thing: not just for 

legal reasons, but also (and especially) for 

moral reasons.   

Unfortunately, this reversal has not made 

abortion illegal; it has only turned it back 

over to the states to decide.  As the 

Constitution says (in summary): “anything 

not specifically listed here is a state’s rights 

issue, for them to decide for themselves”.  

That means that, here in Minnesota, things 

will (most likely) go on as they always have.  

Preborn children will continue to be killed by 

their mothers here.  Perhaps there will be 

even more such children killed in our state, 

as some of our neighboring states vote to 

outlaw this unnecessary act.  We 

(Minnesota) will be seen as a “safe place” to 

kill unwanted children.  How horrible that 

sounds! 

So, clearly, we still have much work to do.  

One way that we can accomplish the saving 

of many lives, is by voting for those who will 

oppose abortion.  If we get enough of those 

leaders in positions of authority, they can 

change the laws to make abortion illegal.  

But you know what?  As soon as pro-abortion 

people have enough people in positions of 

authority, they’ll just change the law back.   

Currently, the laws regarding abortion are: 1) 

They are illegal after the age of viability 

(when the child could, reasonably, survive 

outside the womb), which is currently 

considered to be 23 weeks; 2) Anyone 

seeking an abortion must- first- give 

informed consent (by visiting with a 

“counselor”, who will tell the mother all 

kinds of information about the procedure, as 

well as the status of her child), and then wait 

24 hours; and, 3) if any minor is seeking an 

abortion, her parents must be made aware 

of it (before the procedure).   

Somewhere along the way, some reasonable 

people put these laws in place.  Now, I don’t 

know how closely Planned Parenthood 

follows these laws; but that’s what they are.  

Ultimately though, they can be changed: 

hopefully to put more restrictions in place... 

but, more likely, it will be to take some (all) 

of these restrictions away.  There certainly is 

a place for using whatever legal options are 

available to us to limit (or eliminate) this 

repulsive practice.  But real change will only 

come... when people’s hearts are changed. 

Making ultrasounds available (to women 

seeking abortions) has been somewhat 

successful at changing women’s minds.  

When they see their living child on the 

monitor, something godly kicks in... and 

makes it hard to continue pursuing the death 

of that child.  Pregnancy resource centers 

(almost always operated by pro-life 

Christians) are another reason why some 

women “choose life”.  When mothers (and 

fathers) see that they really do have other 

options, sometimes they’re willing to accept 

outside help and give life to their child.   

Despite the lies that the media happily 

passes along, pro-life Christians absolutely 

DO care about mothers (and fathers) as well 

as their children.  We want to give hope to 

people in those difficult circumstances.  

Planned Parenthood (and pro-abortion ilk 

like them) only want to make women feel 

trapped and hopeless.  Fear, as much as 

anything, drives women to seek the sinful 

solutions that they do.  But, if we can give 

hope and comfort to those same women, 

they may be more willing to see the big 

picture... and protect the precious little one 

growing inside them. 

Dear children of God, let this be our next 

goal: to change the hearts and minds of 

people, so that they will see every life as 

precious.  There are numerous Biblical 

passages that prove that children in the 

womb are fully alive, fully human and fully 

created in the image of God.  There is plenty 

of scientific evidence that preborn children 

are alive and already endowed with all kinds 

of “human” characteristics (unique, 

individual DNA; personality; ability to 

respond and react to stimuli, including pain; 

dreams; as well as the physical realities of a 

human being).  Even philosophers are forced 

to admit that: either a child in the womb is a 

human person... or that some people, who 

are already born, aren’t really human 

persons either.   

In a nutshell, all the facts are on our side.  On 

the pro-abortion side, there is only one 

argument... and it’s similar to the rantings of 

a spoiled child: “But I want it!”  That’s what 

makes it so hard to convince some folks: 

because they only know (and are guided by) 

their feelings; they want what they want, 

and nothing else matters.   

But there are plenty of good, reasonable 

people who just need to have their eyes 

opened.  We can’t (and shouldn’t) force their 

eyes open; but we can talk with them (and 

ask the kinds of questions) that will cause 

them to open up their own eyes (and minds).  

And if we can convince enough of those folks 

to see the truth (that children in the womb 

are just as precious, lovable and alive as 

those already born), then we’ll be able to 

make meaningful change.   

The recent SCOTUS decision has opened lots 

of doors for conversation.  Let’s use this 

opportunity to speak from the heart, to 

other hearts, so that (God’s) love will prevail.  

Let that be our goal going forward: to use 

persuasion, not power, to win this battle for 

life.   





Provoking Proverbs: Wisdom and the Ten Commandments 

In this workshop Dr. David Coe categorizes the proverbs of the Book of 

Proverbs according to the Ten Commandments so that participants can 

easily analyze, personalize and memorize their top 10 favorite biblical 

proverbs — one for each of the Ten Commandments — which provoke us 

to fear, love and trust in God above all things because God forgives, loves 

and treasures us first (1 John 4:19). Get ready to get poked and provoked 

by Provoking Proverbs! REGISTER HERE >> 

AUGUST 1-3, 2022 | $140 

ST. ANDREWS, WEST FARGO  

Learn more and register for the Concordia Seminary, St. Louis Symposium 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Nominations are now being accepted for the 69 officer, 

board, and commission positions to be elected by the 

2023 Synod convention. The convention will be held in 

Milwaukee, WI from July 29 - August 3, 2023.   

The Committee for Convention Nominations (CCN) 

urgently needs names of the most highly qualified and 

churchly lay members of member congregations, 

ordained ministers and commissioned ministers to fill 

the important offices that govern the Synod and its 

agencies on behalf of the member congregations. Each 

congregation is urged to search itself diligently for those 

with the requisite gifts.  

For further details on the specific requirements of each 

office below, please see the “Officer, Board, and 

Commission” document available at: 

https://www.lcms.org/convention 

The nomination form is available for download at 

lcms.org/convention/2023-nomination-form. It can be 

downloaded and filled out electronically, then emailed 

to the Office of the Secretary at ccn@lcms.org. 

Electronic submission, according to the accompanying 

instructions, will expedite processing. With your 

affirmation and contact information on the form, 

including your return email address, there is no longer a 

need to send a hard copy by U.S. mail. 

Nominations for regional offices can come from 

anywhere in the Synod, but the nominee must reside in 

the designated region. 

Nominations must be received by October 29, 2022. 

https://www.csl.edu/event/prof-insights-faculty-led-workshop-professor-coe-in-west-fargo-nd/
https://www.ctsfw.edu/ctsfw-events/continuing-education/silver-bay-minnesota/
https://www.csl.edu/resources/continuing-education/theological-symposium/?utm_source=Concordia+Seminary+email+list&utm_campaign=a9812b2734-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_2e9d2a1870-a9812b2734-81174095
https://www.csl.edu/resources/continuing-education/theological-symposium/?utm_source=Concordia+Seminary+email+list&utm_campaign=a9812b2734-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_2e9d2a1870-a9812b2734-81174095
https://www.lcms.org/convention
https://mnsdistrict.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b62e86201269bbd2aa204e5df&id=d0232ea204&e=ca49f0d524
mailto:ccn@lcms.org


MISSIONARY MINUTES 

REV. DR. DAN & DR. JOAN 

JASTRAM live in Tokyo where he 

serves as  the Asia Lutheran 

Resource Coordinator. They share: 

“YOUR SUPPORT is vital for our 

continued mission work in Japan: 

regular services at our worship sites, 

translation of theological resources, 

and nurturing relations with 

Japanese Lutheran pastors facing 

individual challenges to the faith. 

We are humbly grateful for your 

continued prayers and support.” 

Learn more about their work 

HERE.  Become a partner HERE.  

DR. JIM AND SUSAN KAISER are excited to extend the 

partnership between Lutheran Bible Translators and the 

Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY).  Jim 

consults with six different translation projects and Susan 

provides care to other 

missionaries.  Online resources 

allow the translation of 1 & 2 

Corinthians continues, even 

while the Kaiser’s are in the US 

due to conflict in Ethiopia. Learn 

more  HERE. 

PUERTO RICO FORO The team in Puerto Rico continues to 

share the Gospel with the people of Mayaquez and Ponce. 

Pastor Maita shares: Every Sunday after Divine Service, we 

have a bible study on John in the fellowship hall. On 

Pentecost, we moved the bible study to the river! See photo. 

Pastor Neuendorf asks for your prayers: Thanksgiving for the resources from the LCMS Disaster 

Relief Grant for our church facilities. The family of Luis Enrique. 

Catechism Classes. Learn how you can serve with us HERE. 

Reach out to Missionary Ashley at Ashley.lehr@lcms.org  to 

start the process today! Contribute to the FORO. Read Pastor 

James & Christel Neuendorf’s latest newsletter HERE. Read 

Pastor Gustavo and Ruth Maita’s latest newsletter HERE. 

Follow the teams on Facebook HERE and HERE or visit their 

websites: Prince of Peace and Fountain of Life. 

PROJECT 24 & CHRIST’S CARE FOR CHILDREN - 

KENYA Project 24 Kenya started between the LCMS 

Office of International Mission and the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Kenya. It provides boarding 

facilities so vulnerable children have the opportunity 

to successfully complete primary or secondary 

school. Students at the Lenkishon site are pictured 

here with Project 24 Director, John Kissinger. The 

Minnesota North District committed a portion of its 

Convention offering to sponsoring 2 children for one year. You can help us continue this 

sponsorship by sending your contributions (marked in the memo line) to the District Office. 

Child sponsorship is a $90/month commitment, and as a sponsor you receive an initial packet 

of information on the child, as well as updates throughout the year on his or her welfare and 

spiritual engagement. Total Number of Students at the P24 sites: 200 children; with another 

163 Beyond 24 students. Find P-24 on Facebook HERE.  Sponsor a child HERE.  

Support for any of these missionaries can be sent to:    

MN North District—LCMS,  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN 56401  

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH AND SCHOOL, COTTON TREE LIBERIA The MN 

North District continues to partner with Good Shepherd in sharing the 

Gospel with the people of Liberia. Rising food costs, teacher salaries and 

the ongoing solar energy project are continued needs. Good Shepherd 

recently hosted regional exams for 3 schools (see below). Pastor Kollie is 

pursuing a Doctorate Degree at CTS, Ft Wayne, IN, with hopes of teaching 

pastors in Liberia.  Jamesetta Kollie, a CSP grad is working towards a 

Master’s Degree. Gifty Kollie (deaconess student at CUC) and Diane (nursing 

student at CUW) are also studying in the US with plans to return to Liberia. 

Be sure to specifically designate your donations for the church, school, or 

Pastor Kollie’s education on the memo line of your check.  

REV. DR. BERNIE LUTZ serves as a 

representative of Lutheran 

Heritage Foundation. LHF 

translates, publishes, distributes 

and introduces books that are 

Bible-based, Christ-centered and 

Reformation-driven. Learn more 

HERE. 

https://mcusercontent.com/49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91/files/36f01acc-78cf-f48c-1a3f-6b8d00376b4d/2022_June_Jastram_Newsletter2.pdf
https://jastrams.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91&id=1d47a8fe30&e=345b4fa2d1
https://lbt.org/project/jim-susan-kaiser/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

August 10-11, 2022 New Worker Orientation, District Office 

August 11, 2022 Retired Workers Luncheon 

August 16, 2022 MN North District Teachers Conference 

August 29, 2022 Circuit Visitors Conference, District Office 

September 5, 2022 District Office Closed—LABOR DAY 

Sept. 25-27, 2022 Fall Pastors Conference, Superior, WI 

October 10, 2022 MN North District BOD Meeting, District Office 

October 11, 2022 LWML District Board Meeting, District Office 

Nov 24-25, 2022 District Office Closed—Thanksgiving 

December 5, 2022 MN North District BOD Meeting, District Office 

Dec 24-Jan 1, 2023 District Office Closed—Merry Christmas! 

It’s time to prepare for Employer Benefits 

Election! The timeline for selecting your 

ministry’s 2023 health care options is Aug. 1 - 

Sept. 7. By choosing the best Concordia Health 

Plan options for your ministry’s 2023 health 

care coverage, you’ll be taking a great step 

toward helping your workers in their health and 

wellness journeys. LEARN MORE >> 

God gives His church pastors and church 

workers for the sake of the Gospel. Pastors 

proclaim Christ and administer the Sacraments, 

means through which people receive Christ’s 

saving work. Church workers assist the pastoral 

office in service to the Word, witnessing to 

Christ daily in various roles. Christ’s church will 

continue until He returns, and that church will 

continue to need workers. LEARN MORE >> 

“Protected in law and cared for in life” … with 

that simple phrasing, Father Richard John 

Neuhaus once articulated the ultimate goals of 

the pro-life movement. It seems to me that this 

is an articulation worth recalling as we try to 

grasp where we – those of us who support the 

sanctity of human life from conception to 

natural death - now stand in the light of the 

Supreme Court’s recent “Dobbs decision.”  

READ MORE >> 

ANNIVERSARIES AND CELEBRATIONS 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Radium, MN will celebrate 125 years of “God With 

Us” on Sunday, July 17, 2022 with a Mission Festival at Old Mill State Park. Divine 

Service at 10:20 am and Picnic Potluck at 12:00 pm. 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Backus, MN will continue to celebrate it’s 100th 

Anniversary with a Special Service on August 6, 2022, at 3:00 pm. Rev. David Becker 

will be the guest preacher. 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Duluth, MN will celebrate their 100th Anniversary 

on Sunday, September 25, 2022. 

Roe v. Wade is no longer the law of 

the land when it comes to abortion 

policy. Praise God! The Supreme 

Court has reversed nearly five 

decades of unconstitutional legal precedent and 

affirmed that there is no constitutional right to 

end a child’s life in the womb. States may now 

protect the unborn! ADF has life after Roe v. 

Wade resources. LEARN MORE >> Join the ADF 

Church Alliance here and remember to use 

promo code LCMS for a 20% discount.  

In recognition of recent gasoline price increases, the Internal Revenue Service has 

increased the optional standard mileage rate for the final six months of 2022. Begin-

ning July 1. 2022, the rate is 62.5 cents per mile. READ THE IRS PRESS RELEASE.  

INCREASE IN IRS MILEAGE RATES 

MINSTRY OPPORTUNITY IN FLORIDA 
South Florida Winter Visitation Pastor Position Available Nov 2022-April 2023. 

Lutheran Church of the Cross, Port Charlotte, Florida, is looking for an LCMS pastor 

who is interested in serving as a six-month visitation pastor. We would provide a 

monthly stipend and monthly [local] mileage reimbursement for 15-20 hours of 

assistance with occasional preaching, visitation, and weekly Bible Class teaching. 

Familiarity with Stephen Ministry and the two-year Crossways® series is preferred. 

For a complete position description or to express your interest in being considered, 

please contact the Church Administrator, Jennifer Strefling, 

at secretary@lccross.org or (941) 627-6060 ext. 1. 
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CALLS ACCEPTED 

PERHAM(CORLISS), St. John - Rev. Justin Whitmore accepted the Call. Installation 

7/24/2022. 

TWIN VALLEY, Trinity - Candidate Josef Muench accepted the Call. Installation 

8/28/2022. 

 

CALLING CONGREGATIONS   

AKELEY, St. John  

BRAHAM/RUSH CITY, St. Stephens/St. John  

CAMPBELL/HERMAN, St. Paul/Bethlehem  

ESKO, St. Matthews (Vacancy Pastor - Rev. John Pasche) 

LITTLE FALLS, Zion -  Called Rev. Aaron Vergin, West Bloomfield, MI. He declined the 

Call. 

MONTICELLO, Alive! (Vacancy/Interim Pastor—Rev. Peter Gueldner) 

ORTONVILLE, Trinity (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Larry Johnson) - Called Rev. Shaun 

Linnell, Blair, NE.  

PEQUOT LAKES, Gloria Dei (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Mark Johnson & Rev. Monte 

Meyer) 

RICE, Shepherd of the Pines (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. David Strohschein) 

SARTELL, Messiah (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jeff Manthe) 

SUPERIOR, Christ (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Gerald Bernecker) - Calling Rev. Kirk Schield. 

 

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 

Rev. Matthew Canion received a Call to New Hope, Neenah, WI. He declined the Call. 

Rev. Matthew Canion received a Call to Holy Cross, Flushing, MI. He declined the Call. 

Rev. Matthew Canion received a Call to Immanuel, St. Clair, MN. He declined the Call. 

Rev. Joel Newton received a Call to St. Paul’s, Ankeny, IA. He accepted the Call. 

Rev. Joel Newton received a Call to Mount Olive, Madison, WI. He declined the Call. 

 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CHANGES 

FRAZEE, Bethlehem Called DCE Madison Aeikens. She accepted the Call. 

MINNESOTA NORTH DISTRICT—LCMS 

CALL UPDATE 
CHURCH WORKER WELLNESS  
In Our District: 

CHURCH WORKER CARE 

COORDINATOR: Rev. Paul Cloeter is 

available to provide a listening ear, 

sound advice and professional referrals. 

He can be reached at (320) 333-6319 or 

paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 

HEALTHY CHURCH WORKERS: 

HealthyChurchWorkers.com exists to 

help ministers and their spouses to live 

the abundant life Jesus promised in John 

10:10. This is a holy, safe place where 

any Church worker in the vineyard can 

find information that will lead to 

transformation.  

From the Synod: 

CHURCH WORKER WELLNESS 

ONLINE: Whether you are a church 

worker or spouse , the LCMS prays that 

these resources are helpful. Learn more 

HERE. 

Recognized Service Organizations: 

DOXOLOGY: Pastors are leaders and 

spiritual caregivers. DOXOLOGY has the 

entire field in mind when we seek to 

help pastors be the best they can be. 

Consider joining us in 2022 for a 

REPSPITE RETREAT or CLASSIC 

PROGRAM.  

GRACE PLACE WELLNESS: Grace 

Place Wellness Ministries (GPWM) has 

been a leader in church worker wellness 

education for over two decades. Our 

mission is to nurture vitality and joy in 

ministry by inspiring and equipping 

church workers to lead healthy lives. 
Grace Place and LCEF are pleased to 

announce the acquisition of Grace Place 

Wellness Ministries by LCEF, effective 

January 1, 2022.  

www.graceplacewellness.org 

SHEPHERD’S CANYON RETREAT: 

Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat offers seven 

carefully designed days of  counseling 

for church professionals and their 

spouses   shepherdscanyonretreat.org 

Main Street 

Living 

continues to 

reach out 

with televised 

worship 

services in 

the Twin Cities, Fargo and Sioux Falls 

markets. Visit mainstreetliving.com 

MSL Northland is 

reaching out to a 

large audience in 

the Duluth Market 

every week. Visit 

mslnorthland.com 

mailto:paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org?subject=Church%20Worker%20Care
https://www.healthychurchworkers.com/
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
The Family of Elaine Matz, mother of Bonnie Stohs (em. Perham) 

and Carol Chorley (Zion, Alexandria), who passed away on 

June 24, 2022. 

The Family of Rev. Harvey Ehlers (em. Sauk Rapids), who passed 

away on June 19. 2022. 

The Family of Rev. Edward Rutter (em. North Dakota District), 

who passed away on June 16, 2022. 

The Family of Ms. Jean Legge (em. Memphis, TN), who passed 

away on June 4, 2022. 

 

Rev. Fred Kutter (em. Albany), recovering after surgery. 

Mrs. Gerry Brill, recovering after a stroke. 

Rev. Michael Breach (Wheaton), dealing with medical issues. 

Zechariah Aleman, foster child of Rev. Rob (Mt. Olive, Duluth) and 

Gayle Franck, recovering after a difficult surgery. 

Mrs. Mertice Brueske (em. Alexandria), dealing with health 

issues. 

Mrs. Gwen Koopman, wife of Rev. Henry Koopman (em. Waite 

Park), dealing with COPD. 

Rev. Paul Koehler (St. John, Motley), recovering after COVID. 

Rev. Dan Wagner (em. St. Cloud), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Carl Berner (em. Vesta, MN), diagnosed with cancer. 

Rev. David Franzmeier (em. Cambridge), dealing with health 

issues. 

Rev. Larry Harvala (em. Osage), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Roger Krebs (em. Alexandria), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Martin Langemo (em. Princeton), recovering after a fall. 

George Miller, dealing with severe back pain. 

Jamesetta Kollie, daughter of Rev. James Kollie (Good Shepherd, 

Cotton Tree, Liberia), dealing with health issues. 

Katie Hannasch, daughter of Rev. Steve Meltzer (St. John, 

Wadena), undergoing cancer treatment. 

Rev. Robin Collins (Trinity, Staples), recovering after a stroke. 

Rev. Larry Cain (em. Cromwell) dealing with health issues. 

Mrs. Mary Weber, wife of Rev. Dr. Karl Weber (St. John, Ottertail 

& St. Paul, Richville), undergoing cancer treatment. 

Rev. Dean Stolz (Zion, Crosby & Immanuel, Iron Hub) dealing with 

health issues. 

Rev. Jim and Mrs. Bev Meyer (Thief River Falls), dealing with 

health issues. 

 Jenny Schoessow, wife of Rev. David Schoessow (em. Superior, 

WI),  dealing with health issues. 

Rev. David Milz (St. John, Kimball), dealing with heart issues. 

Rev. Victor Dorn, (em., St. Cloud), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Paul Dare’s (Zion, Alexandria) father, diagnosed with cancer. 

Mary Langemo Hughes, daughter of Rev. Martin Langemo (em. 

Princeton), who is suffering from hyperacusis. 

Mrs. Melissa Martini-Tischer, wife of Rev. Steven Tischer (Zion, 

Princeton), diagnosed with sarcoidosis.  

 

MN North District Seminary Students: 

Jordan DeBoer, Crookston, beginning his vicarage in Green Bay, 

WI 

Erik Saunders, Grand Marais, studying at CTSFW 

Rev. Carl Seim, Elk River, continuing his studies at CSL 

Bruce Maul, Vergas, SMP student at CSL 

 

Those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of our District 

family: 

LT Geoffrey Gronewold, Active Duty Chaplain, US Army, Fort 

Leonard Wood, MO 

Captain Vincent Bain, Active Duty Chaplain, US Army, 

Massachusetts 

Lt. Aaron Bell, son-in-law of Pastor Tom and Mary Brinkley, Active 

Duty Chaplain, US Navy Camp Pendleton 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth (em., Hibbing), LCMS endorsed Emergency 

Response Chaplain and Disaster Response Chaplain 

Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda Bonk, US Army 

MSG Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Em. Don & Connie Fondow, 

US Army 

Lt. Michaela Biegner-Wentz, granddaughter of Rev. Paul and Joan 

Biegner,  Naval Air Station, Whidbey Island, WA 

Dennis Gerold, husband of DCO Abby Dawkins Gerold, US Air 

Force 

1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan Uhrinak, Crosslake, 

US Air Force 

Staff Sgt Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & Bonnie 

Vrudny, Walker, Army Reserve Engineering unit at Ft. 

Snelling, MN 

Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene Wagner, National 

Guard 

Private Chris Peske & Private Matt Peske, sons of Rev. Mark and  

Sharon Peske, US Army, Ft. Benning, GA 

Pre-seminary student Jacob Franck and Abigail Franck, children of 

 Rev. Rob & Gayle Franck, U.S. Army Reserves 

 

Missionaries Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serving as 

career missionaries through the LCMS in northern Asia, 

based in Tokyo, Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert 

Jastram and Mrs. Phyllis Jastram). 

Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser, serving with Lutheran Bible 

Translators in Ethiopia. 



Rev. Brady Finnern, District President brady.finnern@mnnlcms.org  

Diana Ruopp, Admin. Ass’t     diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org 
 

Mission & Ministry Facilitators: 

Rev. Jeffrey Lee [MaCO]  jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 

Rev. Monte Meyer [PLaN]  monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org   
 

Office Manager/Treaurer -  Mike Uran  treasurer@mnnlcms.org   
 

Bookkeeper - Albert Boldt  albert.boldt@mnnlcms.org 

LCEF  VP - Rev. Jeff Lee  jeff.lee@lcef.org  
 

Church Worker Care Coordinator:  Rev. Paul Cloeter  

    paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 
 

Congregational Care Counselor: Rev. George Sagissor, III  

    congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org  
 

 

Lutheran Witness Editor: Rev. Travis Lauterbach, 218-947-4182 

   the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  
  

Gift Planning Counselor: Mr. David Priebe   

   david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary:  Rev. Marty Mably, Elk River  

   pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  
  

District Archivist  Rev. Mark Maunula 

   mskidsmn@hotmail.com  
 

Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

   Rev. John Beck, Chairman   

   constitution@mnnlcms.org 

CONTACT US 

Mail:  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604   

Phone:   218/829-1781   800/482-5022   

e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org   website:  www.mnnlcms.org 

AUGUST PRAYER CALENDAR 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Zion, Princeton—

Rev. Steven Tischer 

2 

St. Peter, Randall—

Rev. Joseph  

Crosswhite 

3 

St. John, Red Lake 

Falls—Rev. Jeffrey 

Lytle 

4 

Shepherd of the 

Pines, Rice—Rev. 

David Strohshein, 

Vacancy Pastor 

5 

St. Paul, Richville—

Rev. Dr. Karl Weber 

6 

7 8 

St. Paul, Royalton—

Rev. Greg 

Tomhave 

9 

St. John, Rush 

City—Rev. Tim 

Renstrom 

10 

Trinity, Sabin—Rev. 

Brett Hartwig 

11 

Trinity, Sandstone—

Rev. Richard 

Langhorst 

12 

Messiah, Sartell—

Rev. Jeff Manthe, 

Vacancy Pastor 

13 

14 15 

Zion, Sauk Centre—

Rev. Marty Porter 

16 

St. John, Popple 

Creek—Rev. Dr.  

T.J. Rehwaldt 

17 

Trinity, Sauk  

Rapids—Rev. David 

Hinz & Rev. John 

Beck 

18 

Good Shepherd, 

Sauk Rapids—Rev. 

Keith Weise 

19 

Grace, Sebeka—

Rev. Timothy 

Schmeisser 

20 

21 22 

Nimrod, Nimrod—

Rev. Timothy 

Schmeisser 

23 

Zion, North  

Germany—Rev. 

Timothy Schmeisser 

24 

Faith, Silver Bay—

Rev. Troy Peperkorn 

25 

Concordia, South 

Haven—Rev. David 

Buchs 

26 

Centennial, Squaw 

Lake—Rev. James 

Anthony 

27 

28 29 

Faith, St. Cloud—

Rev. Joshua Reber 

30 

Holy Cross, St. 

Cloud—Rev.  

Zachary Hoffman 

31 

Love of Christ, St. 

Cloud—Rev. Steve 

Klemp 
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