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INTERCOM/e-NEWS 

God’s peace in Christ dear brothers and 

sisters of the MN North District family, 

Thank you for your prayers and 

encouragement since Convention.  Our 

family has been overwhelmed by the 

outpouring of support as we begin this new 

adventure.  President Harrison told me 

“Don’t worry, it will only feel like you are 

drinking out of a firehose for a few years, 

but God will give you what you need.”  Each 

day I am slowly learning that God surely 

does provide what we need according to his 

riches in glory in Christ Jesus (Philippians 

4:19). 

My first month time serving as District 

President has been an incredible blessing to 

see how the LORD is at work throughout 

His Church.  We are blessed by the faithful 

and humble staff at the District Office.  Our 

first MN North Board of Directors meeting 

proved that the Lord of the Church brings 

together a wide variety of gifts to faithfully 

serve our churches and schools (Ephesians 

4:11-12).  God’s people have prayed to the 

LORD of the harvest and He answered their 

prayers (Matthew 9:38). This summer we 

will have seven Installations and 

Ordinations of pastors to serve as under-

shepherds.  Not only is it an honor to stand 

with pastors of all ages to welcome the 

brother, but we stand before the 

congregation boldly confess  a unity under 

Christ and commitment to serve by His 

Word (Matthew 16:18).  Join me in giving 

thanks for the ways the LORD continues to 

bless His Church. 

The transition to serving full-time at the 

District Office is slowly coming together.  

My last Sunday with the beloved saints at 

Messiah was on June 12th.  Not an easy day.  

I invite all of you to give thanks for your 

pastor, church worker, and members of 

your congregations.  Although our family 

will not be moving from Sartell, the 

beautiful connection of pastor to members 

changes. It is a great time to serve in His 

Church.  My first full week in the office will 

be on June 27th with President Fondow and 

his final day will be on July 1st.  I have asked 

President Fondow if he will shave his 

moustache on his last day. His reply, “We 

will see.”    Keep President Fondow and 

Connie in your prayers for their transition 

as we were blessed by their labor in the 

Word for so many years.   

Let’s go…in the name of Christ! 

“Forth in the peace of Christ We Go;  

Christ to the world with joy we bring;   

Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips,  

Christ in our hearts, the world’s true 

king.”  (LSB, #920). 

Lord have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord 

have mercy (Mark 10:47) 

Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go 

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 

the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 

ministry, for building up the body of Christ…”  Ephesians 4:11-12 

“Our family has been overwhelmed by the outpouring 

of support as we begin this new adventure.”



DISTRICT NEWS 

President Emeritus, Rev. 

Don Fondow, joined Rev. 

Tom and Mary Brinkley 

(right) for Tom’s retirement 

celebration and conducted 

the Rite of Farewell and Godspeed on May 22, 2022, at 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Esko, MN. Well 

done, faithful servant! 

Rev. David Steege was installed at 

Immanuel Lutheran Church in Albany on 

Sunday, May 15, 2022, by Rev. Bruce 

Timm (District 3rd Vice President). 

Pictured (left) are Rev. Ben Hollingsead, 

Rev. Josh Reber, Rev. David Steege, Rev. 

Bruce Timm, Rev. David Buchs, and Rev. 

Don Kirsch.  

Rev. Daniel Gifford was installed at St. John 

Lutheran Church in Wheaton and Immanuel 

Lutheran Church in Monson Township on 

Sunday, June 5, 2022, by Rev. Brady Finnern 

(District President). Pictured (right) are: Rev. 

Gordon Bock, Rev. Don Klatt, Rev. Nathanael 

Biberdorf, Rev. Nathaniel Brown, Rev. Jason 

Wolter, Rev. Michael Breach, Rev. Daniel 

Gifford, Rev. Bill Aufdenkamp, Rev. Brady 

Finnern, and Rev. George Sagissor, III.  

Trinity in Millerville held a 

ground breaking ceremony on 

Sunday, May 22, 2022. Pastor 

Roger Lange, pictured above, 

got the shovels started. 

Parents and children (below) 

participated in the event which 

was celebrating the new 

education addition. 

Construction of the new 

addition will begin soon.  

Rev. Jonathan Jahnke was installed at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in 

Alexandria on Saturday, June 4, 2022, by Rev. Brady Finnern (District 

President). Pictured (left) are:  Rev. Matthew Lorenz, Rev. Dennis Angland, 

Rev. Mark Schwarz, Rev. Brady Finnern, Rev. Nathanael Biberdorf, Rev. 

Jonathan Jahnke, Rev. Adam Harvala, Rev. Clark Jahnke , Rev. Paul Dare, Rev. 

Jay Weideman, Rev. Jeff Ross, Rev. William Moeller, Sr., Rev. Don Wilke, Rev. 

James Walburg, and Rev. Dane Compton. 

Share your congregation’s news and photos with us so members of the 

District can celebrate with you! Send items for the MN North District 

Intercom/E-News to diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org. Items and stories for 

the MN North District Supplement to the Lutheran Witness can be sent 

to Rev. Travis Lauterbach (Emmanuel, Backus) at 

the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org. 

mailto:diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org
mailto:the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org


Friday, June 17, 2022 

1:00 - 4:00 pm 

MN North District Office 

7264 Fairview Rd., Baxter, MN 

Join us to celebrate President Fondow’s 42 years of 

ministry and 21 years of service to the MN North 

District  AND  Angie Ringstrom’s 16 years of service. 

Refreshments will be served. 

The Origin of Diverse Kinds of Life 

The tenth annual creation conference of the 

Society of Creation, “The Origin of Diverse 

Kinds of Life,” will be hosted by Concordia 

University Wisconsin and the Society of 

Creation, on Friday and Saturday, June 24 

and 25, 2022. Four keynote speakers—Dr. 

Matthew Cserhati, Dr. Nathaniel Jeanson, 

Dr. Gary Locklair, and Dr. Joel Heck—will 

each speak on various aspects of the 

conference topic. The conference begins 

Friday evening at 5:30 p.m. and closes on 

Saturday at 4:15 p.m. Dr. Cserhati, who has 

worked with Creation Ministries 

International, will speak on “The Science of 

Baraminology,” i.e., the study of created 

kinds in Genesis, and he will also speak on 

“A Different Brand of Baraminology: 

Molecular Baraminology,” i.e., the study of 

genes, genomes, and DNA sequences. Dr. 

Jeanson, research biologist at Answers in 

Genesis, will speak on “The Mystery of 

Species: The Way Forward on Common 

Ancestry” and “The Puzzle of Common 

Ancestry: Human Origins as a Case Study.” 

Dr. Heck will speak on “The Psychology of 

Persuasion on Creation,” drawing on his 

experience dialoging about creation with 

those who disagree, and Dr. Gary Locklair, 

Concordia University Wisconsin, will speak 

on “Positive Evidences for the Creation of 

Diverse Kinds of Life.” More information 

about their talks is available on the Society 

of Creation website (see link below). The 

schedule includes sessions on Friday evening 

and Saturday morning and afternoon 

(schedule posted on website). The cost for 

attendance is $35.00 per person for the full 

conference, if registering before June 1, or 

$25 for online attendance. A discount is 

available for families and couples. 

Join co-hosts Dr. Gary Locklair (Computer 

Science, Concordia University Wisconsin) 

and Dr. Joel Heck (Theology, Concordia 

University Texas) for this conference. Drs. 

Locklair and Heck founded the Society of 

Creation in 2011 and have been conducting 

annual creation conferences since 2013. A 

registration form can be downloaded from 

our website with information about 

registration, meals, and recommended 

housing for face-to-face attendance, but 

most participants prefer to register online 

through the website. Go to 

www.societyofcreation.org for online 

registration or to download the registration 

form. Then click on the “Conferences” link. 

As you scroll down, the registration link and 

registration form are both available. Other 

information about the keynote speakers and 

their plenary addresses may also be found 

on the website. To get more information, 

contact Dr. Heck at joelheck2@gmail.com.  

Dr. Joel Heck, Professor of Theology,  

Concordia University Texas 

Join the Petal Pushers® for an 

exciting 3 days of hands-on float 

decorating and attend the Rose 

Parade on January 2, 2023.  

Enjoy 3 days of float preparation and decorating and 

learn how the many beautiful and meaningful floats are 

designed, constructed and decorated. This year, Lutheran 

Hour Ministries is celebrating its 72nd anniversary of 

witnessing the gospel message in the Rose Parade.   

On January 2nd, share an unforgettable day as we cheer 

from our grandstand seats along Colorado Boulevard in 

Pasadena, as we watch the Lutheran Hour Ministries float 

in the Rose Parade.   

Contact LutherTours: 1.844.777.1517    

http://www.societyofcreation.org
mailto:joelheck2@gmail.com


The MN North District Convention Proceedings will be published soon! When they are compiled, 

they will be available for download at mnnlcms.org/mnn-district-convention.  

Delegates gathered around the convention theme “Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go… Making 

Disciples for Life” adopted resolutions to: Create a task force to study possibilities by which 

congregations can be served without closing sites; Encourage support for Christ’s Care for Children: 

Kenya and to continue support for Project-24; Financially support the ongoing efforts of the CROSS 

(Congregations Reaching out To Support Schools) Appeal to assist our schools above and beyond 

their normal operating budgets for the next triennium; Give thanks for and encourage support of 

Lutheran Island Camp; Affirm the Biblical doctrines of Creation, Original Sin, and Redemption and to 

reject Critical Theory. 

https://www.lcms.org/set-apart-to-serve
https://www.mnnlcms.org/mnn-district-convention


A MESSAGE FROM THE MN NORTH DISTRICT LIFE COORDINATOR 
Rev. Jason Wolter, Benson, MN 

“See, I have set before you today life and 

good, death and evil.  If you obey the 

commandments of the Lord your God that I 

command you today, by loving 

the Lord your God, by walking in His ways, 

and by keeping His commandments and 

His statutes and His rules, then you shall 

live and multiply, and the Lord your God 

will bless you in the land that you are 

entering to take possession of it.  But 

if your heart turns away, and you will not 

hear, but are drawn away to worship other 

gods and serve them, I declare to you 

today, that you shall surely perish.” (Deut. 

30:15-18) 

What can this admonition, from Moses to 

God’s people, teach us about God’s will?  

Although it’s always dangerous to take 

God’s Word to specific groups in the Bible 

(in this case, the Old Testament wandering 

tribes of Israel) and apply them to 

ourselves, that doesn’t mean that we can’t 

still use those words to help us understand 

the mind of God a little bit better.  So what, 

if anything, can we learn from these words? 

Simple: life, joy and peace come from God... 

and death, division and destruction come 

from the world.  So, “choose” wisely which 

one you’re going to follow.  Now, I’m 

certainly not trying to promote a kind of 

“decision-theology”, which says that we 

can, by our own reason and strength, 

believe in our Lord Jesus Christ and follow 

Him.  We can’t; we need the Spirit to work 

faith in our hearts in order to be a follower 

of Christ. 

When I talk about “choosing” to follow 

God’s ways, it’s with this passage in mind, 

from Joshua’s address to God’s people: “... 

therefore fear the Lord and serve Him in 

sincerity and in faithfulness.  Put away the 

gods that your fathers served beyond the 

River and in Egypt, and serve 

the Lord... choose this day whom you will 

serve... But as for me and my house, we 

will serve the Lord.” (from Joshua 24:14-

15).   

Here we are, living in a land “flowing with 

milk and honey”, surrounded by all kinds of 

false prophets... who are promoting all 

kinds of false gods.  This is the absolute 

reality of the world that we’re living in.  But 

too often, we (Christians) act as though we 

have no choices about it.   

We put our kids into schools that are 

actively working against God’s Word.  We 

let worldly activities take the central role in 

our lives (and the lives of our children) and 

tell ourselves that it’s OK, because “that’s 

just the way it is”.  We go along with things 

that we know are wrong, because we fear 

the consequences of speaking the truth.  

We make all kinds of decisions in our lives... 

simply because we think that we have no 

other choices. 

My friends, that’s just another one of 

Satan’s lies.  He is the father of lies; and lies 

are his native language.  Unfortunately, too 

many of us are believing that lie.  When it 

comes to following Christ... or walking in 

the ways of the world... we always have a 

choice.  Now, along with that choice, there 

may be worldly consequences.  That is true.  

But what’s also true, is that God has 

promised blessings to those who seek to 

put Him first in their lives... and who obey 

His Word.   

Those blessings take the form of things that 

truly matter.  We have peace with God, 

because we know that He approves of our 

choices.  We have joy in our lives, because 

we know that we’re doing what’s right.  We 

can take pride in setting an example for 

others, who may be encouraged by our 

courage (and / or leadership)- especially our 

children!  Ultimately, we can rest easy at 

the end of the day, knowing that we have 

fought the good fight... that we have 

finished the race... and that we have kept 

the faith.  

Most of the problems that we see in the 

world around us are caused by people 

choosing to go their own way... rather than 

listening to God and obeying His Word.  

Violence?  Poverty?  Hatred / Bigotry?  

Brokenness?  These things do not happen 

by accident.  They are (all of them) the 

result of people choosing to follow their 

own selfish (and sinful) hearts, rather than 

the perfect ways of the Lord.  That’s not an 

“opinion”; it’s a fact, backed up by decades 

of research!   

There are certain choices that people make, 

which are contrary to God’s Law, that 

almost always lead to predictable 

outcomes.  For example: virgins have a 95% 

chance of staying happily married for the 

rest of their lives.  On the other hand, 

people who are sexually active before 

marriage are 60% more likely to get 

divorced.  As for children, there is a vast 

amount of research that shows the 

incalculable damage that is done to kids by 

divorce.  The vast majority of inmates in 

prisons are from families that were divided 

by divorce.  Children who have been 

impacted by divorce are more likely to: 

suffer from impoverished conditions... have 

lower levels of education... to commit 

violence against themselves or others... to 

experience unwanted pregnancies... and to 

live shorter life spans.  These are just some 

of the negative outcomes that often follow 

the choices that people make before they 

are married.   

But this is not just about certain choices... 

or probable outcomes.  This is about all of 

the choices that we make, especially those 

of us who claim to be the body of Christ.  As 

your brother in Christ, I am urging you to 

“choose” to follow the Lord.  It WILL go well 

with you... and you WILL be blessed if you 

do it.  No one in this world can force you to 

“choose” to follow them; that decision is up 

to you.  But remember; no matter what 

path you choose, consequences will follow.  

In some cases, those outcomes are fairly 

predictable.  In other cases, the outcomes 

have already been promised to you by God.  

Keep all that in mind, as you “choose” 

whom you’re going to follow.  But, as for 

me and my household (and only by the 

power of the Holy Spirit), we will serve the 

Lord. 



We Wish to See Jesus 

The May issue of Reaching Rural 

America for Christ, the newsletter from 

LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission, 

reminds readers that people, whether 

they realize it or not, come to our 

churches to see Jesus.  

As congregations, then, we should take 

a look at our ministries and our 

buildings in order to determine if we 

are creating impediments to seeing 

Jesus.  

READ THE NEWSLETTER>> 

Webinars 

LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission will 

host a free webinar titled “Welcoming 

Buildings” from 1–2 p.m. Central time 

on Thursday, June 23, 2022. 

The presenter will be the Rev. Todd 

Kollbaum, director of LCMS Rural & 

Small Town Mission and pastor at 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Madison, 

Neb. 

REGISTER >> 

VIEW WEBINAR SCHEDULE 

VIEW WEBINAR ARCHIVES  

When you donate to LCMS Rural & 

Small Town Mission, you support and 

encourage rural and small-town 

congregations in engaging their 

communities and growing  

together In Christ through  

Word and Sacrament.  

Lutheran Church Charities is helping to support Our Savior Lutheran Church in Buffalo, New 

York as they seek to help bring stability and growth to children effected by the tragic Tops 

supermarket shooting on May 14th.  

Our Savior is hosting Camp J.O.Y. (Jesus, Others, Yourself), a 6-week day camp focused on 

spiritual and developmental growth for area children. After any community tragedy, children 

are often scared, confused, and looking for stability and comfort. Camp J.O.Y. seeks to 

provide that stability and comfort through faith-focused personal development for children.   

With massive changes in the economy, Camp J.O.Y. has had to hire four additional staff 

members and cover more expenses than usual in order to make sure that community children 

are supported. This additional cost has become a hardship for a ministry that has impacted 

the community of Buffalo for many years, bringing faith and personal development to a 

generation of children who need it most. 

These additional expenses amount to almost $60,000 to successfully provide for this valuable 

ministry. Please prayerfully consider supporting Camp J.O.Y. as they seek to bring Jesus to the 

community of Buffalo, New York. 

If you are moved to help fulfill the great need for volunteers, please contact Our Savior 

Buffalo directly at 716-885-1108 or Donate HERE. 

HELPING COMMUNITIES IMPACTED BY VIOLENCE 

BUFFALO, NY 

UVALDE, TX 

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he 

said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” (Revelation 21:5) 

We hold to the promise of our returning Savior who will make all things new. We groan in 

the wake of the devastating loss in Uvalde, Texas, and we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Your prayers have been and continue to be of the utmost importance as we draw near to 

the throne of grace with confidence, finding mercy and grace to help in times of need 

(Hebrews 4:16). The people of Uvalde are being blessed and sustained by your prayers. 

How else can you help? 

Financial donations are key. Trinity Lutheran Church in Uvalde has indicated that this is the 

best way to help at this time. 100% of every gift will go to help with the many needs families 

and victims are experiencing. Trinity Lutheran Church in Uvalde is partnering with the Texas 

District to receive and distribute these donations. You can find a donation link and 

information at txlcms.org/help-for-uvalde/. 

What about other needs? 

The people of Trinity Lutheran Church in Uvalde, Pastor Mark Tews, the Texas District family, 

and ministries of the LCMS are joining together to shine Jesus’ light during this dark and 

difficult time. Your donations and ongoing prayers will bring great blessings. I will be sure to 

share updates on emerging needs via our social media platforms and through other District 

communication streams. 

Thank you for your compassionate hearts and kind action to bless the hurting in Jesus’ 

name. 

https://resources.lcms.org/newsletters/rural-small-town-mission-may-2022-newsletter/?utm_source=LCMS+Ministry+Resources&utm_campaign=287cf44dbc-email-rstm-newsletter-may-2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_401c8964ac-287cf44dbc-513924846&ct=t(email-rstm-newsl
https://calendar.lcms.org/event/webinar-welcoming-buildings-june-2022/
https://lcms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b5a2837db31893114eebbb8&id=e37f813e3a&e=c46ef9c337
https://lcms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b5a2837db31893114eebbb8&id=4f2f3bf806&e=c46ef9c337
https://lcms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b5a2837db31893114eebbb8&id=4f2f3bf806&e=c46ef9c337
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013lonKLaw7z5RE04P0C8h1ffZKL4uHzf6ZTYbhgo_ek7rPB8-56B4vnacpAqIaK_29OvEbFeYKwMrEjLQRAIP1NvxM5hwO332pg0H5fObxeZngSaC5n5OrjxQqygRmNwczg3AeQ6DDBsU9z5PCykExdy1A4XgXemKfqsQ3UZENys=&c=3ajB9oDetbehSBuxtE1WzyArp6xmH53-CZYCqrFFu21tKVISQ8n4
https://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/ministries-in-need.html
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M3rOPU8_EzFzsdiD7J5pZPBi6hAUPEpPcyhhvQmLnmm02UljOGI8t7kYHuHkauHeXoUPXlT51MgoBqCKhFp4sAse7bi5Jm0ys-EhF53Xw4F0Tg4a1j01WdUSi1LZO4HbWeKGuTk8ImTn5PxnIU8yeJ1KnZrgC_oqthKAcYaplLVccArtQgfDhA_MMUlIetojmnFX38UKd_8y7_NYPAFZJQ==&c=Cjit1i9q
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M3rOPU8_EzFzsdiD7J5pZPBi6hAUPEpPcyhhvQmLnmm02UljOGI8t7kYHuHkauHeFbYuirYSRiLumAemzoA2kuwIklXj8BLnmie0c_48b4shYGmsKwdyTkaSY-qN_D6mRXdFcApeONM95r-nu_RPz3oMfarVMg7e&c=Cjit1i9qu_NluXMCjIfXDmkgJ7swo2LM8LKjrA2yKjHs6T2syvi8aQ==&ch=nkP9


Provoking Proverbs: Wisdom and the Ten Commandments 

In this workshop Dr. David Coe categorizes the proverbs of the Book of Proverbs 

according to the Ten Commandments so that participants can easily analyze, 

personalize and memorize their top 10 favorite biblical proverbs — one for each 

of the Ten Commandments — which provoke us to fear, love and trust in God 

above all things because God forgives, loves and treasures us first (1 John 4:19). 

Get ready to get poked and provoked by Provoking Proverbs! REGISTER HERE >> 

AUGUST 1-3, 2022 | $140 

ST. ANDREWS, WEST FARGO  

The June issue of Warning Order: Operation 

Barnabas reminds us how God worked through 

Abram to demonstrate His love for all mankind. 

This issue also features: 

 A prayer request for those who mourn the 

following fallen heroes: — Army Spc. Luis 

Herrera, 23, of Marion, N.C., who died April 28, 

2022, at Fort Bragg, N.C.; and — Army Spc. 

Bishop Evans, 22, of Arlington, Texas, who died 

April 22, 2022, in Texas;   

 Information about the ministry of Lutheran 

Braille Workers;   

 Highlights about Operation Barnabas activities 

in Spirit Lake, Iowa;   

 Information on how Operation Barnabas 

congregations can honor and support their 

military-connected members; and   

 A list of resources for service members, 

veterans and families as well as those who 

support them. 

Thank you for your continued support of and 

partnership in the LCMS Operation Barnabas 

project. As always, please contact LCMS Ministry to 

the Armed Forces with any questions or concerns at 

lcmschaps@lcms.org. 

The MN North District Board of Directors  appointed 

Rev. Philip Houser, Trinity Lutheran Church, Lake 

George, MN to serve as the MN North District 

 representative for Operation Barnabas at 

 their meeting on May 8, 2022. He  

             can be reached at   

             philip.houser@gmail.com. 

https://www.csl.edu/event/prof-insights-faculty-led-workshop-professor-coe-in-west-fargo-nd/
https://lcms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b5a2837db31893114eebbb8&id=a0a2388ac2&e=b813d51b4d
https://lcms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b5a2837db31893114eebbb8&id=a0a2388ac2&e=b813d51b4d
mailto:lcmschaps@lcms.org?subject=Warning%20Order%3A%20Operation%20Barnabas%20newsletter
mailto:philip.houser@gmail.com


MISSIONARY MINUTES 

REV. DR. DAN & DR. JOAN JASTRAM 

live in Tokyo where he serves as  the 

Asia Lutheran Resource Coordinator. 

Please pray for the new life of 

baptism begun by Mrs. Ooka this 

month; for the accomplished 

transition from our former LCMS 

worship site in Yokohama to our new 

site in Shinjuku; for Japanese 

Lutheran pastors’ faithfulness to 

Scripture and the Lutheran 

Confessions in the midst of their 

individual challenges; and for 

continuing Word and Sacrament 

ministry for LCMS Lutherans in 

Okinawa; for our LCMS regional 

director and fellow LCMS missionaries 

in Asia each facing their own 

challenges Learn more about their 

work HERE.  Become a partner HERE.  

DR. JIM AND SUSAN KAISER are excited to extend the 

partnership between Lutheran Bible Translators and the 

Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY).  Jim 

consults with six different translation projects and Susan 

provides care to other 

missionaries.  Online resources 

allow the translation of 1 & 2 

Corinthians continues, even 

while the Kaiser’s are in the US 

due to conflict in Ethiopia. Learn 

more  HERE. 

PUERTO RICO FORO The team in Puerto Rico continues to share the Gospel with the people of 

Mayaquez and Ponce. They share: This month we had the incredible blessing of being able to 

use some of our last remaining disaster response funds to make some major investments in our 

future capacity to respond to future storms. Besides a host of repairs and renovations, we were 

able to have solar power installed at both campuses. The system is working even better than 

our expectations, and a week-long power outage 

across the entire island also gave us a handy reminder 

of how important it will be in the event of another 

disaster. Learn how you can serve with us HERE. Reach 

out to Missionary Ashley at Ashley.lehr@lcms.org  to 

start the process today! Contribute to the FORO. Read 

James & Christel Neuendorf’s latest newsletter HERE. 

Follow the teams on Facebook HERE and HERE or visit 

their websites: Prince of Peace and Fountain of Life. 

PROJECT 24 & CHRIST’S CARE FOR CHILDREN - KENYA Project 24 Kenya started between the 

LCMS Office of International Mission and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya. It provides 

boarding facilities so vulnerable children have the opportunity to successfully complete 

primary or secondary school. The students are back in school after a break in April and ready to 

begin the 2022 academic year, ending in 

December!  They will be able to go back to a 

normal calendar school year in January 2023. 

Child sponsorship is a $90/month commitment, 

and as a sponsor you receive an initial packet of 

information on the child, as well as updates 

throughout the year on his or her welfare and 

spiritual engagement. Total Number of Students 

at the P24 sites: 200 children; with another 163 

Beyond 24 students. Find P-24 on Facebook 

HERE.  Sponsor a child HERE.  

Support for any of these missionaries can be sent to:    

MN North District—LCMS,  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN 56401  

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH AND SCHOOL, COTTON TREE LIBERIA The MN 

North District continues to partner with Good Shepherd in sharing the 

Gospel with the people of Liberia. Rising food costs, teacher salaries and 

the ongoing solar energy project are continued needs for the church and 

school. Pastor Kollie is pursuing a Doctorate Degree at CTS, Fort Wayne, IN, 

with hopes of then teaching pastors in Liberia.  Jamesetta Kollie, a 2019 CSP 

grad is working towards a Master’s Degree. Gifty Kollie (deaconess student 

at CUC) and Diane (nursing student at CUW) 

are also studying in the US with plans to 

return to Liberia to use their education. Be 

sure to specifically designate your donations 

for the church, school, or Pastor Kollie’s 

education on the memo line of your check.  

REV. DR. BERNIE LUTZ serves as a 

representative of Lutheran 

Heritage Foundation. LHF 

translates, publishes, distributes 

and introduces books that are 

Bible-based, Christ-centered and 

Reformation-driven. Learn more 

HERE. 

https://mcusercontent.com/49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91/files/361350db-7503-fae1-eca3-120f7aedd0b3/2022_May_Jastram_Newsletter1.pdf
https://jastrams.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91&id=1d47a8fe30&e=345b4fa2d1
https://lbt.org/project/jim-susan-kaiser/
https://servenow.lcms.org/opp/construction-team-puerto-rico/
mailto:Ashley.Lehr@lcms.org
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/puerto-rico-foro
https://mcusercontent.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/files/0a8084d9-13ce-8b83-9c21-52b75f903c03/02.2022.01.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/iglesialuterana.fuentedevida/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.facebook.com/ilpdp/
http://www.principedepazpr.org
https://www.fuentedevidapr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Project24Kenya
https://www.lcms.org/make-a-gift/christs-care-for-children-kenya
https://www.lhfmissions.org/


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

June 17, 2022  Retirement Open House, District Office 

June 20-22, 2022 MNN District LWML Convention, Moorhead 

June 27-29, 2022 Continuing Education, Redeemer, St. Cloud 

   Featuring  Dr. Weinrich, CTSFW 

July 4, 2022  District Office Closed—INDEPENDENCE DAY 

July 12, 2022  LWML District Board Meeting, District Office 

August 10-11, 2022 New Worker Orientation, District Office 

August 11, 2022 Retired Workers Luncheon 

August 16, 2022 MN North District Teachers Conference 

August 29, 2022 Circuit Visitors Conference, District Office 

September 5, 2022 District Office Closed—LABOR DAY 

Sept. 25-27, 2022 Fall Pastors Conference, Superior, WI 

October 10, 2022 MN North District BOD Meeting, District Office 

October 11, 2022 LWML District Board Meeting, District Office 

MN NORTH RESOURCES 

AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
We are excited to have new faces joining us at 

the District Office this summer! District 

President, Rev. Brady Finnern will begin regular 

office hours on June 27th and we’ll welcome 

Mike Uran, Office Manager/Treasurer to our 

office on August 1st. Stop in and say hello! 

What does it mean to be retirement ready? On 

June 28 at 1 p.m. CT. Concordia Plans 

Retirement Consultant Brian Page will explain 

what retirement readiness means, why it’s 

important for employers and how they can help 

their workers. Register now → 

Polls can be deceiving; they can just as easily be 

used to distort reality as to clarify it. But 

sometimes there are polling results that are 

simply too compelling to be ignored. The results 

of just such a poll were released on March 17, 

2022 and they bear directly on that form of 

religious liberty called parental choice in 

education. LEARN MORE >> 

Main Street Living continues to 

reach out with televised worship 

services in the Twin Cities, Fargo 

and Sioux Falls markets. Visit 

mainstreetliving.com 

MSL Northland is reaching out to 

a large audience in the Duluth 

Market every week. Visit 

mslnorthland.com ANNIVERSARIES AND CELEBRATIONS 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Willmar will be recognizing the 60th Anniversary of 

Pastor Robert Friedrich’s Ordination during the 10:30 am Worship Service on 

Sunday, June 26, 2022. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Barnesville, MN will celebrate it’s 75th Anniversary on 

Sunday, June 26, 2022. 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Backus, MN will continue to celebrate it’s 100th 

Anniversary with a Special Service on August 6, 2022, at 3:00 pm. Rev. David Becker 

will be the guest preacher. 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Duluth, MN will celebrate their 100th Anniversary 

on Sunday, September 25, 2022. 

The ADF Church Alliance wants to help 

serve and protect your church through 

our affordable legal membership 

program. This program provides you direct 

access to religious freedom attorneys to help you 

navigate the legal landscape to get back to 

focusing on what matters most: serving people 

and sharing the Gospel. Join the ADF Church 

Alliance here and remember to use promo code 

LCMS for a 20% discount.  

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
The Executive Director of MOST Ministries is retiring and MOST is seeking 

candidates for the position.  If you or someone you know is interested in spreading 

the Gospel and impacting the world for Jesus Christ,  please see the job description 

is at https://www.mostministries.org/job_opening. Submit your questions or your 

resume and cover letter to MOSTExecutiveDirectorSearch@mostministries.org. 

https://concordiaplans.zoom.us/webinar/register/5116523246281/WN_n3nQLKEjRZSYHnN8jLd0Bw?utm_source=All%20Subscribers&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=2022-06-01+ER+Newsletter&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fconcordiaplans.zoom.us%2fwebinar%2fregister%2f5116523246281%252
https://www.mnsdistrict.org/public-policy
https://www.mainstreetliving.com/
https://www.mslnorthland.com/home/?fbclid=IwAR0iCksDW8YGjT8kOKdxEP7XG4g-5xCLNrpf96mLi7OR7Nm8YHqK9nxRpQM
https://www.adfchurchalliance.org/
https://www.adfchurchalliance.org/join-today
https://www.mostministries.org/job_opening
mailto:MOSTExecutiveDirectorSearch@mostministries.org


CALLS ACCEPTED 

BARNESVILLE, St. John’s - Candidate Eric Souer accepted the Call. Installation 6/26/2022. 

FINLAYSON/BRUNO, Peace/St. Paul - Candidate Nathaniel Konkel accepted the Call. 

Installation 6/26/2022. 

GARRISON, Shepherd of the Lake - Candidate Caleb Worral accepted the Call. 

Installation 7/10/2022. 

HERMANTOWN, Peace in Christ (Associate) - Rev. Caleb Weight  accepted the Call. 

Installation 6/26/2022. 

TWIN VALLEY, Trinity - Candidate Josef Muench accepted the Call. Installation 

8/28/2022. 

 

CALLING CONGREGATIONS   

AKELEY, St. John  

BRAHAM/RUSH CITY, St. Stephens/St. John  

CAMPBELL/HERMAN, St. Paul/Bethlehem  

ESKO, St. Matthews (Vacancy Pastor - Rev. John Pasche) 

LITTLE FALLS, Zion -  Called Rev. Andrew Belt, Marshfield, WI. He declined the Call. 

Called Rev. Aaron Vergin, West Bloomfield, MI. 

MONTICELLO, Alive! (Vacancy/Interim Pastor—Rev. Peter Gueldner) 

ORTONVILLE, Trinity (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Larry Johnson) - Called Rev. Shaun Linnell, 

Blair, NE. 

PEQUOT LAKES, Gloria Dei (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Mark Johnson & Rev. Monte Meyer) 

PERHAM(CORLISS), St. John (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Del Stohs) 

RICE, Shepherd of the Pines (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. David Strohschein) 

SUPERIOR, Christ (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Gerald Bernecker) - Calling Rev. Kirk Schield. 

 

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 

Rev. Matthew Canion received a Call to New Hope, Neenah, WI. 

Rev. Jason Wolter received a Call to Trinity Monitor, Bay City MI. He declined the Call. 

Rev. Matthew Canion received a Call to Holy Cross, Flushing, MI. 

Rev. James Sorensen received a Call to First, Salida, CO & Faith, Buena Vista, CO. He 

accepted the Call. 

Rev. James Sorensen received a Call to St. John, Cadott, WI & St. Peter’s, Boyd, WI. He 

declined the Call. 

Rev. Matthew Canion received a Call to Immanuel, St. Clair, MN. 

Rev. Joel Newton received a Call to St. Paul’s, Ankeny, IA. 

Rev. Joel Newton received a Call to Mount Olive, Madison, WI. 

 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CHANGES 

FRAZEE, Bethlehem Called DCE Madison Aeikens. 

ALEXANDRIA, Zion Lutheran School Calling teacher Brett Ludwig, who has completed 

Colloquy at Concordia, St. Paul. 

MINNESOTA NORTH DISTRICT—LCMS 

CALL UPDATE 
CHURCH WORKER WELLNESS  
In Our District: 

CHURCH WORKER CARE 

COORDINATOR: Rev. Paul Cloeter is 

available to provide a listening ear, 

sound advice and professional referrals. 

He can be reached at (320) 333-6319 or 

paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 

HEALTHY CHURCH WORKERS: 

HealthyChurchWorkers.com exists to 

help ministers and their spouses to live 

the abundant life Jesus promised in John 

10:10. This is a holy, safe place where 

any Church worker in the vineyard can 

find information that will lead to 

transformation.  

From the Synod: 

CHURCH WORKER WELLNESS 

ONLINE: Whether you are a church 

worker or spouse , the LCMS prays that 

these resources are helpful. Learn more 

HERE. 

Recognized Service Organizations: 

DOXOLOGY: Pastors are leaders and 

spiritual caregivers. DOXOLOGY has the 

entire field in mind when we seek to 

help pastors be the best they can be. 

Consider joining us in 2022 for a 

REPSPITE RETREAT or CLASSIC 

PROGRAM.  

GRACE PLACE WELLNESS: Grace 

Place Wellness Ministries (GPWM) has 

been a leader in church worker wellness 

education for over two decades. Our 

mission is to nurture vitality and joy in 

ministry by inspiring and equipping 

church workers to lead healthy lives. 
Grace Place and LCEF are pleased to 

announce the acquisition of Grace Place 

Wellness Ministries by LCEF, effective 

January 1, 2022.  

www.graceplacewellness.org 

SHEPHERD’S CANYON RETREAT: 

Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat offers seven 

carefully designed days of  counseling 

for church professionals and their 

spouses   shepherdscanyonretreat.org 

mailto:paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org?subject=Church%20Worker%20Care
https://www.healthychurchworkers.com/
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/church-worker-wellness
https://www.doxology.us/take-heart-renewed-to-be-a-blessing/
https://www.doxology.us/classic-program/
https://www.doxology.us/classic-program/
https://www.graceplacewellness.org
https://www.shepherdscanyonretreat.org/


IN OUR PRAYERS 
Rev. Ryan Pumphrey and family at the passing of his brother, 

Thomas, on June 8, 2022. 

The family of Paul Vrudny, father of Rev. Matthew Vrudny 

(Immanuel, Walker), who passed away on May 22, 2022. 

The family of  Mrs. Jan Stockman, wife of Rev. Reed Stockman 

(Zion, Morris), who passed away on May 18, 2022. 

The family of Mrs. Grace Meyer, mother of Rev. Jim Meyer (Thief 

River Falls), who passed away on April 27, 2022. 

 

Rev. Harvey Ehlers (em. Sauk Rapids), in hospice care. 

Rev. Keith Weise (Good Shepherd, Sauk Rapids), recovering from a 

health issue. 

Rev. Fred Kutter (em. Albany), recovering after surgery. 

Mrs. Gerry Brill, recovering after a stroke. 

Mrs. Joanne Wilke, wife of Rev. Don Wilke (em. Alexandria), 

undergoing cancer treatment. 

Rev. Michael Breach (Wheaton), dealing with medical issues. 

Zechariah Aleman, foster child of Rev. Rob (Mt. Olive, Duluth) and 

Gayle Franck, recovering after a difficult surgery. 

Mrs. Mertice Brueske (em. Alexandria), dealing with health issues. 

Mrs. Gwen Koopman, wife of Rev. Henry Koopman (em. Waite 

Park), dealing with COPD. 

Rev. Paul Koehler (St. John, Motley), recovering after COVID. 

Rev. Dan Wagner (em. St. Cloud), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Carl Berner (em. Vesta, MN), diagnosed with cancer. 

Rev. David Franzmeier (em. Cambridge), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Larry Harvala (em. Osage), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Roger Krebs (em. Alexandria), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Martin Langemo (em. Princeton), recovering after a fall. 

George Miller, dealing with severe back pain. 

Jamesetta Kollie, daughter of Rev. James Kollie (Good Shepherd, 

Cotton Tree, Liberia), dealing with serious health issues. 

Katie Hannasch, daughter of Rev. Steve Meltzer (St. John, Wadena), 

undergoing cancer treatment. 

Rev. Robin Collins (Trinity, Staples), recovering after a stroke. 

Rev. Jack Baumgarn (em. New London), recovering after back 

surgery. 

Rev. Larry Cain (em. Cromwell) dealing with health issues. 

Mrs. Mary Weber, wife of Rev. Dr. Karl Weber (St. John, Ottertail & 

St. Paul, Richville), undergoing cancer treatment. 

Rev. Dean Stolz (Zion, Crosby & Immanuel, Iron Hub) dealing with 

health issues. 

Rev. Jim and Mrs. Bev Meyer (Thief River Falls), dealing with health 

issues. 

 Jenny Schoessow, wife of Rev. David Schoessow (em. Superior, 

WI),  dealing with health issues. 

Rev. David Milz (St. John, Kimball), dealing with heart issues. 

Rev. Victor Dorn, (em., St. Cloud), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Paul Dare’s (Zion, Alexandria) father, diagnosed with cancer. 

Mary Langemo Hughes, daughter of Rev. Martin Langemo (em. 

Princeton), who is suffering from hyperacusis. 

Mrs. Melissa Martini-Tischer, wife of Rev. Steven Tischer (Zion, 

Princeton), diagnosed with sarcoidosis.  

 

MN North District Seminary Students: 

Jordan DeBoer, Crookston, beginning his vicarage in Green Bay, WI 

Erik Saunders, Grand Marais, studying at CTSFW 

Rev. Carl Seim, Elk River, continuing his studies at CSL 

Bruce Maul, Vergas, SMP student at CSL 

 

Those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of our District 

family: 

LT Geoffrey Gronewold, Active Duty Chaplain, US Army, Fort 

Leonard Wood, MO 

Captain Vincent Bain, Active Duty Chaplain, US Army, 

Massachusetts 

Lt. Aaron Bell, son-in-law of Pastor Tom and Mary Brinkley, Active 

Duty Chaplain, US Navy Camp Pendleton 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth (em., Hibbing), LCMS endorsed Emergency 

Response Chaplain and Disaster Response Chaplain 

Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda Bonk, US Army 

MSG Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Em. Don & Connie Fondow, US 

Army 

Lt. Michaela Biegner-Wentz, granddaughter of Rev. Paul and Joan 

Biegner,  Naval Air Station, Whidbey Island, WA 

Dennis Gerold, husband of DCO Abby Dawkins Gerold, US Air Force 

1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan Uhrinak, Crosslake, 

US Air Force 

Staff Sgt Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & Bonnie Vrudny, 

Walker, Army Reserve Engineering unit at Ft. Snelling, MN 

Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene Wagner, National Guard 

Private Chris Peske & Private Matt Peske, sons of Rev. Mark and  

Sharon Peske, US Army, Ft. Benning, GA 

Pre-seminary student Jacob Franck and Abigail Franck, children of 

 Rev. Rob & Gayle Franck, U.S. Army Reserves 

 

Missionaries Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serving as career 

missionaries through the LCMS in northern Asia, based in 

Tokyo, Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and 

Mrs. Phyllis Jastram). 

Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser, serving with Lutheran Bible 

Translators in Ethiopia. 



Rev. Brady Finnern, District President brady.finnern@mnnlcms.org  

Rev. Don Fondow, President Emeritus  don.fondow@mnnlcms.org  

Diana Ruopp, Admin. Ass’t     diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org 
 

Mission & Ministry Facilitators: 

Rev. Jeffrey Lee [MaCO]  jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 

Rev. Monte Meyer [PLaN]  monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org   
 

Bookkeeper - Albert Boldt  albert.boldt@mnnlcms.org 

Bookkeeper  -  Angie Ringstrom angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org  

LCEF  VP - Rev. Jeff Lee  jeff.lee@lcef.org  
 

Church Worker Care Coordinator:  Rev. Paul Cloeter  

    paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 
 

Congregational Care Counselor: Rev. George Sagissor, III  

    congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org  

 

Lutheran Witness Editor: Rev. Travis Lauterbach, 218-947-4182 

   the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  
  

Gift Planning Counselor: Mr. David Priebe   

   david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary:  Rev. Marty Mably, Elk River  

   pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  
 

District Treasurer:  Mr. Mike Uran  

   treasurer@mnnlcms.org   
  

District Archivist  Rev. Mark Maunula 

   mskidsmn@hotmail.com  
 

Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

Rev. John Beck, Chairman  constitution@mnnlcms.org 

CONTACT US 

Mail:  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604   

Phone:   218/829-1781   800/482-5022   

e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org   website:  www.mnnlcms.org 

JULY PRAYER CALENDAR 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Living Branch, 

North Branch - Rev. 

Micah Schmidt 

2 

3 4 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

CLOSED 

5 

St. John, North 

Branch - Rev. Paul 

Anderson 

6 

Trinity, Odessa - 

Rev. Nathaniel 

Brown 

7 

St. Paul, Ogilvie - 

Rev. Vern Dorn, VP 

8 

Trinity, Ortonville - 

Vacant 

9 

10 11 

Gethsemane,  

Snellman - Rev. Bill 

Knaack 

12 

Redeemer, Osakis - 

Rev. Ryan  

Pumphrey, VP 

13 

St. John, Ottertail - 

Rev. Dr. Karl Weber 

14 

First English, Dorset - 

Rev. Chris Davis 

15 St. John’s, Park 

Rapids - Rev. Jim 

Neubauer & Rev. 

Joel Newton 

16 

17 18 

Immanuel, Parkers 

Prairie - Rev. Kirk 

Lee 

19 

St. James, South 

Effington - Rev. 

Scott Brown 

20 

St. Paul, Miltona -  

Rev. Terry Finnern, 

VP 

21 

Zion, North  

Effington - Rev. 

Dennis Angland 

22 

Gloria Dei, Pequot 

Lakes - Rev. Monte 

Meyer, VP 

23 

24 25 

St. John, Corliss - 

Rev. Del Stohs, VP 

26 

St. Paul’s, Perham - 

Rev. Andrew 

Ratcliffe 

27 

St. John, Dixville - 

Rev. Ed Clemens, 

VP 

28 

Zion, Pine City - 

Rev. Glen Kleppe 

29 

Redeemer,  

Plummer - Rev.  

Jeffrey Lytle 

30 

31       
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