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Lutheran Island Camp (LIC) hosted more than 200 stu-
dents for confirmation retreats this past winter.

Each congregation had the option to choose either a 
self-directed retreat or a programmed retreat. Whichever 
option was picked, youth and pastors alike had a great 
time. Each weekend was filled with multiple groups so that 
all could get to know youth of different congregations.

Rev. Zach Hoffman, senior pastor of Holy Cross, St. 
Cloud, said that he enjoyed “the opportunity to get out 
of our normal routines so that our confirmation students 
could get to know one another better and strengthen 
their fellowship with each other.” 

Lots of fun was had sledding and playing broomball, 
9-square and gaga ball.

Confirmation fun at LIC

“What’s your 80?”

That’s the question being asked by the 
LWML this year as the organization 
is giving thanks for “80 Years of God’s 
Grace.” 

In answer to the question, the quilters at 
Trinity, Twin Valley, recently made over 
80 quilts (and are approaching 150 since 
beginning work in November 2021).

The quilts will be given to Orphan 
Grain Train; the Crisis Center in Detroit 
Lakes; the VA in Fargo, N.D.; an Alaskan 
mission; graduates and newly baptized 
members of Trinity; and other organiza-
tions and individuals in need.

Eighty years of LWML

Helping to make over 80 quilts in celebration of the LWML’s 80th anniversary are, from 
left, Janice Tjon, Carol Olson, Elaine Jacobson, Alice Berg, Margo Hanson and  Sharon 
Kraft. Missing from the photo is Joyce Kraft
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Fourteen men from Zion, Detroit Lakes, recently enjoyed a 
dartball competition. “General Manager” Rev. Guy Roberts, 
Zion senior pastor, handpicked the two teams fielded by the 
congregation, which then participated in a tournament with a 
team from Immanuel, Fergus Falls.

The Whipper Snappers consisted of younger, more athletic men 
from the Zion congregation. The Wise Guys team was made up 
of Zion’s elder, more experienced, wiser and better looking half.

After Rev. Jay Weideman, pastor of Faith and Immanuel, 
Fergus Falls, led devotions, players grazed on hot dogs, roast 
beef, chili and chips. They then stepped up to the darters box. 
Participants visited the dessert table throughout the night, 
which possibly affected their concentration.

The Wise Guys didn’t come out of their “hitting” slump until 
the sixth inning of the first game in a loss to Immanuel. They 
were able to get a win in their second game with a bottom-of-
the-seventh hit by Pat Cronin, which drove in Ken Frank. In the 
third game, Dave Christen drilled the board 10 times, but after 
finally landing on the “home run” spot, his dart fell out. It was a 
heart-breaking loss to the Zion Whipper Snappers.

The Whipper Snappers 1-2 record matched the Wise Guys, but 
they left more runners on base throughout the night. Grant 
Briard led the team with solid hitting, and high-paid slugger 
Zane Roberts is still looking for his first home run in this short 
season. Zion had a chance to end their season on a high note 
when they traveled to Our Redeemer, Moorhead, on April 11.

Devotions, food … and dartball

Sometimes mercy is shown 
one box of food at a time.
That’s what members of 
Trinity, Isle, have learned 
throughout their annual mis-
sion project. The congregation 
gathers to pack food boxes at 
the Coon Rapids location of 
Feed My Starving Children.
The congregation’s most 
recent efforts produced 97 
packed boxes, which totaled 
a whopping 20,952 meals to 
feed 57 children for a year, at a 
total cost of $5,028.

Packing meals 
for children
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The Piece Makers quilting group at 
Peace, Finlayson, consists of congre-
gation members and ladies from their 
wider community.

Meeting each Monday from Septem-
ber through May, the group has found 
a way to reach out to many. Quilts and 
lap robes are given to members of the 
church and community who are ill; 
veterans hospitals and homes; area 
hospitals and nursing homes; home-
less shelters; individuals in need. They 
are also used for fundraisers.

Last year, the group completed 300 
quilts and have finished 212 so far 
this year. The quilts pictured are going 
to a veterans office.

Pictured are the Piece Makers, from left, Lisa Baron, Pat Seek, Carol Pogatchnik, Sandy 
Johnson, Cheryl Petry, Ruth Twait, Nancy Liebelt, Judy Koski, Kathy Palmer and Marian 
Skaff. Missing from the photo are Vicki Thurber and Elaine Steeg.

Making ‘piece’
in Finlayson

Rev. Walter Lehenbauer was installed as associate pastor 
of Emmanuel, Barnum, and St. Peter, Moose Lake, during 
a joint service on Feb. 27. Pictured are, from left, Revs. 
Lehenbauer and Brad Vogt, Emmanuel and St. Peter 
pastor.

Welcome, Pastor Lehenbauer

We are always in need of more submissions for the 
Minnesota North District Lutheran Witness insert. They 
help remind us of what God is doing around the district. 
It is also a way to share ideas for nurturing those God has 
already gathered into His church and for reaching those still 
outside of the flock with the Good News about Jesus. It finally 
reminds each of us that Christ’s church is much larger than 
just our particular congregation.

We welcome pictures and stories of congregational events, 
youth events, outreach events, installations, events from 
your men’s or women’s group, servant events, conferences, 
anniversaries, church renovations or additions, and much 
more. If you would like an upcoming event publicized, 
please make sure we have the information at least two 
months in advance.

Submissions for the September issue are needed by July 15.

Please send submissions to the.lutheran.witness@
mnnlcms.org. You may also mail your submissions to 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 12, Backus, MN 
56435, attn. Rev. Travis Lauterbach.

Please ensure photos sent electronically are high resolu-
tion. Send the largest size from your phone.

Share your news with us!
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Counselor’s Corner

Christ and marriage
June and July are popular 
months for weddings, especial-
ly in Minnesota since there’s a 
good chance of escaping frost 
and snow. 

God’s Word says that in the be-
ginning, “male and female He created them” (GEN. 1:27). Je-
sus says that a “man shall leave his father and mother and 
hold fast to his wife” (MATT. 19:5). In modern parlance this is 
called a “binary” definition of gender, sex and marriage.

Setting aside the obvious biological fact that there are 
only two genders, male and female, there is an even great-
er reason to confess the truth that marriage is one man 
and one woman committed to each other for life. That 
reason is the Gospel — the Good News that Christ laid 
down His life for us and for our salvation.

Throughout the Holy Scriptures God likened His rela-
tionship to His people as a husband to a bride. God chose 
Israel out of all the nations of the earth to be His people. 
He made covenant vows to her, “I will take you to be my 
people, and I will be your God” (EX. 6:7). He remained faith-
ful even though she was faithless. 

The point of God’s marriage to Israel was pro-creation. 
Through Israel the Savior of the world would be born. 
God was faithful to His promise when His Son was born 
of Mary, in the flesh of Jesus of Nazareth. God chose 
Israel so that through her He could bring life to the world 
through the saving work of His Son. 

In the Gospels Jesus publicly spoke His agreement with 
God’s creation and institution of marriage. In Ephesians 
5, St. Paul says that Jesus loved His bride to death. He laid 
down His life for her and because of that great love she 
submits to Him in all things. Marriage between one man 
and one woman is not a tangential point in Scripture. It is 
central to God’s Word.

If you disturb marriage, you disturb the Gospel. If you 
depart from one man and one woman you will soon 
divorce Christ from His bride the church. You will destroy 
the union that brings life — the one man Christ with His 
bride the church. Marriage is a picture and confession of 
the Gospel — where one man and one woman are joined 
together, life results. No other union can produce life. 

God grant that we rejoice in the gift of man and woman, 
the gift of marriage, and the gift that these creations point 
to — the gift of God’s Son, who loved us to death that we 
might have life in Him alone. 

In Christ,
Rev. Bruce Timm
Arrowhead Region Pastoral Counselor

2022 LWML MNN District Retreat

Aug. 12-14 • Lutheran Island Camp, Henning
On Friday evening, retreat participants will enjoy a picnic supper, 
Bible study and a campfire. Saturday will consist of a number of 
break-out sessions on various topics led by district pastors. Partici-
pants can choose which sessions they want to attend. 

Crafts, games and activities will be available throughout the 
weekend. This year’s retreat will also have a book exchange. 
Participants may bring one or more books (maximum of five) for 
someone else to take and enjoy. 

By registering for the retreat, the participant grants the LWML 
Minnesota North District the right and permission to take pho-
tographs during the retreat, and to retain, publish and distribute 
without charge or fee, such photographs.  

SPECIAL OFFER: Bring a retreat first-timer and you will receive 
10% off the registration fee and the first-timer will receive 25% 
off. Also, young women ages 12 to 18 receive a 25% discount.

Registration deadline is 
Aug. 5 
(no refunds after Aug. 7)

Send registration to:
Corles Rainer 
8813 71st St. SE
Clear Lake, MN 55319

He Who Has Ears, 

Let Him Hear

Make check payable to LWML MN North District


