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INTERCOM/e-NEWS 
“The Lord will watch over your coming 

and going from this time forth and 

forevermore” (Psalm 121:8). 

Over the past several months I have had 

a lot of people ask me what I’m going to 

do in retirement. I shared at our District 

Convention my response to this 

question that I gave to the Council of 

Presidents at our meeting in April: 

“There are two things that I’m going to 

do: 1. Control my schedule and 2: Live 

out my new life’s motto: ‘Goodbye 

tension...Hello pension.’”  

The journey of life is full of changes, 

transitions, hellos and goodbye’s, 

comings and goings. We don’t always 

know where we are headed or where 

life is taking us. In the time left for me 

here on this earth, I’m not fully certain 

of what the days ahead will bring.  

Even before He took His first breath, 

Jesus' life was headed toward an ending 

of great suffering and death. He knew 

He was going to the Garden of 

Gethsemane, where He would sweat 

great drops of blood. He knew He was 

going to be arrested by the henchmen 

of His church. He knew He would be 

condemned by His government and 

crucified. 

Yes, Jesus always knew where He was 

going. 

He also knew nobody could go with Him. 

During those last hours He knew His 

friends would run away, and at the cross 

His Divine Father would forsake Him.  

Jesus died alone, betrayed by a friend.  

Jesus also knew that Judas would not be 

the only disciple who would betray Him. 

He knew His other disciples, people yet 

unborn -- people like you and me -- 

would betray Him with their sins or 

when they turn their backs on Him.  

Amazingly, even though Jesus knew all 

these things, He still went forward, so 

we might be forgiven, so we might know 

no matter what happens we would be 

able to count on Him.  

The Apostle Paul tells us to “fix our eyes on 

Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 

faith” (Hebrews 12:2). We are to live daily 

with eyes on Jesus—and the only way to 

keep eyes on Him is to stay with the 

Scriptures that reveal Him. Make time daily 

to prayerfully read the Spirit’s inspired 

words that we may build up our faith. As 

Jude 20-21 tells us, “But you, dear friends, 

by building yourselves up in your most holy 

faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep 

yourselves in the love of God, waiting for 

the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that 

leads to eternal life.” 

Now because of where Jesus went, we 

may not know all the roads our life will 

take. Still, as God's redeemed, we know 

we're going with Jesus and the best is 

yet to come. “For I am confident of this, 

that He who began a good work in you 

will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ” Philippians 1:6). 

POSTSCRIPT: 

I want you to know that I thank God for 

each of you, for your encouragement, 

support, friendship, love, and 

forgiveness extended to me the past 21 

years that I have served in the 

Minnesota North District Office. Words 

“The Lord will watch over your coming and going from this time forth and forevermore ”  
           Psalm 121:8 



DISTRICT NEWS 

“I have said these things to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation.  

But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

John 16:33 
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God gives His church pastors and 

church workers for the sake of the 

Gospel. Pastors proclaim Christ and 

administer the Sacraments, means 

through which people receive 

Christ’s saving work. Church workers 

assist the pastoral office in service to 

the Word, witnessing to Christ daily 

in various roles. Christ’s church will 

continue until He returns, and that 

church will continue to need 

workers. 

LEARN MORE >> 

Friday, June 17, 2022 

1:00 - 4:00 pm 

MN North District Office 

7264 Fairview Rd., Baxter, MN 

Join us to celebrate President Fondow’s 42 years of 

ministry and 21 years of service to the MN North District 

AND  Angie Ringstrom’s 16 years of service. 

 

Refreshments will be served. 

cannot express the full depth of my 

appreciation for all that you have given 

to me in so many and varied ways. It has 

been a privilege and a joy to serve you 

and to serve with you as partners in the 

Gospel. The Apostle Paul expressed the 

same sentiment that I have for you: “I 

thank my God in all my remembrance of 

you, always in every prayer of mine 

making request for you all with joy, 

because of your partnership in the 

Gospel from the first day until 

now” (Philippians 1:3-5).  

This is my prayer for us:  

Lord Jesus, we don't always know where 

we are going. But we need not be afraid. 

We know that You're going to be with 

us. Help us during all our comings and 

goings to give thanks that You are with 

us and enable us to keep our eyes of 

faith fixed on You and focused on the 

work You have given us to do. This we 

ask in Your Name. Amen.  

Forth In The Peace Of Christ WE Go…

Making Disciple for Life!  

With gratitude to God and to you,  

Rev. Don Fondow 
President Emeritus 

The Little Falls Zone of the MN North 

District held their Spring Rally at Trinity – 

Sauk Rapids in April.  

Our speaker was Cece Terlouv, founder 

and Director of Terebinth House in Waite 

Park, MN.  Terebinth House is a Shelter 

for Hope and Healing for trafficked 

women.  We are especially vulnerable 

due to living in the I-94 corridor.   

LWML members were invited from our 

Zone as well as local churches.  72 

women were present to hear our 

speaker and enjoy a lunch.  The LWML 

will be in convention in Moorhead, MN in 

June.  

https://www.lcms.org/set-apart-to-serve
https://www.lcms.org/set-apart-to-serve


A MESSAGE FROM THE MN NORTH DISTRICT LIFE COORDINATOR 
Rev. Jason Wolter, Benson, MN 

Praise be to God!  It appears (as of when I 

wrote this) that the United States Supreme 

Court is going to overturn the terrible rulings 

that made abortion legal in every state (and 

for any reason).  This is wonderful news!  

Unfortunately, this “battle” was won in the 

courts, rather than in people’s hearts.  That 

means that this is going to continue to be a 

divisive issue, which will do much harm to 

our society.  Those who view sexual freedom 

as a “right” will continue to spew all kinds of 

hatred, lies and false comparisons.  And their 

target will, almost assuredly, be Christians: 

who they view as the driving force behind the 

change. 

As Christians who believe God’s Word, we 

should be happy that this change is happen-

ing.  But, like I said above, it’s unfortunate 

that it hasn’t come about because hearts 

have been changed.  Therefore, our mission 

still hasn’t changed.  We still need to make 

Christ’s love known (especially by how we 

love our neighbors), so that others may be 

changed by it.  Not only that, but we must 

also be prepared to give a defense as to why 

we think that this (the new court ruling) was a 

good thing.   

Abortion is not (and never was) about 

“women’s health”.  In fact, having an abor-

tion at any stage (other than a partial-birth 

abortion) always puts a mother at greater 

risk.  That’s why some women choose to 

abort their babies while part of the baby is 

already out of the womb: because giving 

birth to a child is safer for the woman than 

any other kind of abortion.  [Disclaimer: this 

doesn’t apply to the rare cases in which a 

mother’s health is genuinely endangered by 

her pregnancy.  In those cases, abortion has 

always been legal.]  

The vast majority of abortions (over 99% of 

them) are done as a method of birth control.  

The term, “women’s health” is used to justify 

abortions for any reason; when, in reality, the 

term that should be used is “women’s life”.  A 

woman’s “health” can include things like 

stress; and, as we all know, children DO cause 

stress.  But that reason, alone, can be used to 

justify the killing of an unborn child: “to pro-

tect the woman’s health”.  But the question 

that should be asked is, “Does this pregnancy 

endanger a woman’s LIFE?”  If not, then 

there’s no reason to kill the child.   

Another line you might hear is, “My body, my 

choice.”  Well, many of the same folks who 

have said that... are the same ones who have 

refused to grant that same “choice” to peo-

ple when it comes to Covid.  But hypocrisy 

isn’t really the issue here.  Reality is.  And the 

reality of abortion is that the “body” that’s 

being killed isn’t the mother’s.  The child has 

their own body: complete with their own, 

unique DNA.  If there was a choice to be 

made, then it ought to belong to the child: 

since the “choice” being considered is about 

their body! 

Of course, we know that each life is precious 

to God: because He created us in His image... 

and redeemed each one with the blood of His 

only-begotten Son.  And He longs to have 

each person be inhabited by His Spirit, so that 

all people might receive His gifts of for-

giveness and eternal life.  No life (at any 

stage or age) should be ended by “choice”.  It 

was God’s choice to create us and give us life.  

As Paul wrote in 1 Cor. 6:19-20, “You are not 

your own, for you were bought with a 

price.  So glorify God in your body.” 

I’m hopeful that you (if you’re reading this) 

already know all that.  If not, or if you have 

more questions that you’d like answered (or 

more information about how to respond to 

pro-abortion arguments), please reach out to 

me and let me know.  This is what I’ve been 

called to do for you: help you love, defend 

and protect life.   

But, regardless of how much you know about 

abortion, now is the time to be prepared to 

explain why you choose to defend life.  I have 

no doubt that dark days are ahead.  As a na-

tion, we are simply too divided (and too far 

removed from any sense of right and wrong) 

for this to be an easy “victory”.  And, in some 

sense, it’s not: because we have not yet won 

the hearts and minds of those who view life 

as nothing more than property.  But fewer 

children will be sacrificed to Molech on the 

altar of “choice” (see Lev. 18:21).  And that’s 

a good thing.  Thanks be to God for that! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE ELECTED AT CONVENTION ON MAY 9-11, 2022 

Rev. Brady Finnern, District President 

Rev. Dr. Karl Weber, 1st Vice President 

Rev. Kirk Lee, 2nd Vice President 

Rev. Bruce Timm, 3rd Vice President 

Mr. Gary Euren, Board of Directors 

Mr. Ray Moldenhauer, Board of Directors 

Mr. Bill Hansen, Board of Directors 

Mr. Rob Rydberg, Board of Directors 

Mr. Marv Kading, Board of Directors 

Mr. Lee Kessler, Board of Directors 

Rev. David Walsh, Nominating Committee 

Rev. Dr. T. J. Rehwaldt, Nominating Committee 

Rev. Jason Wolter, Nominating Committee 

Mr. Scott Fassett, Nominating Committee 

Mr. Charles Leonard, Nominating Committee 

Mr. David Gilster, Nominating Committee 

Rev. Andrew Ratcliffe, LIC Board  

Rev. Scott Brown, LIC Board 

Rev. David Hinz, LIC Board 

Rev. Noah Wehrspann, LIC Board 



Dear Pastors, 

Commissioned Ministers,  

and Congregational 

Members of the MN 

North District, 

I had intended to share 

the following thoughts at 

last week’s district 

convention.  Regretfully, 

overwhelming emotions 

got the best of me, and I 

was unable to do so.   

The past 19 years have 

greatly impacted my life 

and have provided blessings pressed down and overflowing. A few 

brief reflections may assist in explaining the various ways that 

these God-given blessings have been bestowed upon me.   

I am a wife whose  husband departs for work each day in the early 

hours of the morning with a smile upon his face. His reoccurring 

exit line is,  “Have a good day!  Thanks for everything!” 

I am a wife who is aware that when her husband journeys to his 

daily destinations he is unquestionably off to strive to do good 

things in the Lord’s name. 

I am a wife whose husband returns home at the end of the day 

exhibiting the same smile he left with 12-15 hours (or more) 

earlier.   

I am a wife who has NEVER heard her husband speak a disparaging 

word against a fellow staff member, coworker, colleague, 

congregation, or pastor. 

I am a wife who may catch a glimpse of worried or concerned facial 

expressions on her husband relating to what appears to be some 

sort of conflict resolution situation.  Any inquiries receive a quick 

response of “He’s a good guy”, or “They are good people.”  End of 

conversation.  Lines of confidentiality are never breached.   

I am a wife who receives constant reassurance that her husband’s 

vocation and calling is his joy. YOU have been an integral force 

behind that joy.   

I will be forever grateful for the goodness, kindness, and 

generosity that has been continually shown to my husband by the 

pastors, commissioned workers, staff personnel, and the many lay 

people of the MN North District.    I thank each one of you from 

the bottom of my heart. 

May God abundantly bless each of you as, “Forth in the Peace of 

Christ We Go”! 

Connie Fondow 



Being a Welcoming 

Congregation 

The April issue of Reaching Rural 

America for Christ, the newsletter from 

LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission, 

encourages us to use our regular 

practices to make our congregations 

more welcoming to those around us. 

This month’s newsletter also features 

information on a recent webinar, 

“Disaster Response in RSTM.” Learn 

how to get started with the Flood 

Bucket Project and other disaster 

response efforts.  

READ THE NEWSLETTER>> 

Webinars 

“Preparing Your Grad for the Next 

Step” — 1 to 2 p.m. Central time, 

Thursday, May 19. Presenter: The Rev. 

Marcus Zill, campus pastor at the 

University of Arizona in Tucson, Ariz., 

and former director of LCMS Campus 

Ministry and LCMS U. 

VIEW WEBINAR SCHEDULE 

VIEW WEBINAR ARCHIVES  

When you donate to LCMS Rural & 

Small Town Mission, you support and 

encourage rural and small-town 

congregations in engaging their 

communities and growing together  

in Christ through Word and Sacrament.  

WELCOME TO THE MN NORTH DISTRICT 

The MN North District is excited to welcome four 

new pastors to our District. Pictured above with 

President Emeritus Rev. Don Fondow are Eric and 

Rebecca Souer,  Called to St. John’s in Barnesville; 

Josef and Tessa Muench, Called to Trinity in Twin 

Valley; and Nathaniel and Hannah Konkel, Called to 

Peace in Finlayson and St. Paul in Bruno. Pictured 

right is Caleb Worral, Called to Shepherd of the Lake 

in Garrison. Please keep them all in your prayers as 

they complete their seminary studies and prepare to 

accept their first Calls to ministry among us.  

We are also looking forward to welcoming two vicars to the MN North District for 2022-

2023. Brandon Johnson (left) is a student at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis and will be serving 

his vicarage at Our Redeemer in Moorhead. Luke Otten (right) is a student at Concordia The-

ological Seminary, Fort Wayne and will be serving his vicarage at Redeemer in St. Cloud. 

Please keep them in your prayers during this important year of experience and Education. 

https://lcms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b5a2837db31893114eebbb8&id=5f58a97072&e=c46ef9c337
https://resources.lcms.org/newsletters/rural-small-town-mission-april-2022-newsletter/?utm_source=LCMS+Ministry+Resources&utm_campaign=6b302d93d7-email-rstm-newsletter-april-2022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_401c8964ac-6b302d93d7-513924846&ct=t(email-rstm-n
https://lcms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b5a2837db31893114eebbb8&id=bcc2c8ab48&e=c46ef9c337
https://lcms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b5a2837db31893114eebbb8&id=bcc2c8ab48&e=c46ef9c337
https://lcms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b5a2837db31893114eebbb8&id=e37f813e3a&e=c46ef9c337
https://lcms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b5a2837db31893114eebbb8&id=4f2f3bf806&e=c46ef9c337
https://lcms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b5a2837db31893114eebbb8&id=4f2f3bf806&e=c46ef9c337


High school students interested in 

attending Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

are invited to Vocatio June 25-July 2 on 

campus. This free, weeklong retreat, 

following the Seminary’s academic theme 

for the year, “Your Word is a lamp to my 

feet” (Ps. 119:105), provides prospective 

students the opportunity to explore God’s 

calling and direction as they experience 

Seminary life. 

“Vocatio is an incredible experience for the 

young people of our church to explore the 

possibilities of a church work career, 

experience Seminary life and be around 

likeminded peers who share their 

faith,” said Rev. Micah Glenn, director of 

recruitment. “I’m looking forward to 

another great retreat this summer and 

excited to see some familiar faces and 

meet some new ones as well!” 

The deadline to register is May 27. Learn 

more or sign up at csl.edu/vocatio. 

The supplement to the April 2022 Reporter is the third of a series titled “Life Together 

with President Harrison.” If you have a question or topic you would like President 

Harrison to consider addressing in a future issue, send it to lifetogether@lcms.org. 

This month’s featured topics: 

• ‘Only Jesus’: 175 years of the LCMS. 

• A brief history of the LCMS by Rev. Cameron MacKenzie. 

• ‘Fear and Hope’: An excerpt of an address by former LCMS president Rev. Friedrich 

Pfotenhauer on the 50th anniversary of the LCMS. 

READ THE SUPPLEMENT 

We hope you will consider making the 

DOXOLOGY Classic program part of your 

summer plans. July 11-14 we will begin a 

Classic cycle at the Spiritual Life Center in 

Bel Aire, Kansas (near Wichita). 

This iteration of the Classic Cycle will be 

particularly unique in that we are 

welcoming a number of participants from 

the Lutheran Church in Australia. We are 

excited to have Dr. Stephen Pietsch from 

the Australian Lutheran College as a guest 

presenter.  

Significant grants make this three part cycle 

as affordable as possible, but if finances 

prevent you from considering this, please 

reach out to us. We have proven ways to 

help make this happen for pastors and their 

congregations. Visit this link to learn more 

about the program and to register.  

Provoking Proverbs: Wisdom and the Ten Commandments 

In this workshop Dr. David Coe categorizes the proverbs of the Book of Proverbs 

according to the Ten Commandments so that participants can easily analyze, 

personalize and memorize their top 10 favorite biblical proverbs — one for each of the 

Ten Commandments — which provoke us to fear, love and trust in God above all 

things because God forgives, loves and treasures us first (1 John 4:19). Get ready to get 

poked and provoked by Provoking Proverbs! REGISTER HERE >> 

AUGUST 1-3, 2022 | ST. ANDREWS, WEST FARGO | $140 

https://csl.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9713dbba7b3e847c6f1001327&id=dbdf0e574b&e=45eaddb6af
https://csl.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9713dbba7b3e847c6f1001327&id=af2b524d3b&e=45eaddb6af
https://csl.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9713dbba7b3e847c6f1001327&id=a65114697a&e=45eaddb6af
https://csl.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9713dbba7b3e847c6f1001327&id=2e1434854e&e=45eaddb6af
mailto:lifetogether@lcms.org?subject=LCMS%20Life%20Together%20with%20President%20Harrison
https://files.lcms.org/file/preview/4D2B61E8-DD79-4CF3-958D-FE28E6AA4A7D?
https://doxology.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46b3bdd188c45c5a0946f9db0&id=2d48adbacf&e=c1a233eb07
https://doxology.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46b3bdd188c45c5a0946f9db0&id=2d48adbacf&e=c1a233eb07
https://www.csl.edu/event/prof-insights-faculty-led-workshop-professor-coe-in-west-fargo-nd/


MISSIONARY MINUTES 

REV. DR. DAN & DR. 

JOAN JASTRAM live in 

Tokyo where he serves 

as  the Asia Lutheran 

Resource Coordinator. 

Last month, we gave 

thanks for the new 

LCMS web page posting of LCMS worship 

opportunities in Japan. In the Tokyo area we have 

been meeting for services at a Yokohama site. Due 

to a change in circumstances there, our group is in 

transition to a potential new site even more 

conveniently located in central Tokyo. Learn more 

about their work HERE.  Become a partner HERE.  

LCMS AGRICULTURAL MISSION 

CONSULTANTS are using their gifts 

to share the message of the Gospel in 

East Africa. Delano and Linda Meyer, 

members of Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church in Herman, MN, recently 

traveled to Africa to teach. Learn 

more about their trip HERE. 

DR. JIM AND SUSAN KAISER are excited to extend the 

partnership between Lutheran Bible Translators and the 

Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY).  Jim 

consults with six different translation projects and Susan 

provides care to other 

missionaries.  Online resources 

allow the translation of 1 & 2 

Corinthians continues, even 

while the Kaiser’s are in the US 

due to conflict in Ethiopia. Learn 

more  HERE. 

PUERTO RICO FORO The team in Puerto Rico continues to share the Gospel 

with the people of Mayaquez and Ponce. A big thank you to Concordia 

University Nebraska for sending a team of students and professors to help 

us continue painting and fixing up the grounds of Fuente de Vida. The group 

painted a spectacular art deco design that really brought some life to the 

church campus. Learn how you can serve with us HERE. Reach out to 

Missionary Ashley at Ashley.lehr@lcms.org  to start the process today! 

Contribute to the FORO. Read James 

& Christel Neuendorf’s latest 

newsletter HERE. Follow the teams on 

Facebook HERE and HERE or visit their 

websites: Prince of Peace and 

Fountain of Life. 

PROJECT 24 & CHRIST’S CARE FOR CHILDREN - 

KENYA Project 24 Kenya started between the LCMS 

Office of International Mission and the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Kenya. It provides boarding 

facilities so vulnerable children have the 

opportunity to successfully complete primary or 

secondary school. We are excited to officially open 

doors for children at our new site, P24 Lurambi 

Boarding facility. May it be a home to them; a place 

of love, and where they can grow in knowledge and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Child 

sponsorship is a $90/month commitment, and as a sponsor you receive an initial packet of 

information on the child, as well as updates throughout the year on his or her welfare and 

spiritual engagement. Total Number of Students at the P24 sites: 190 children; Number of 

Students Sponsored as to date: 130. Read the newsletter HERE. Find P-24 on Facebook HERE.  

Sponsor a child HERE.  

Support for any of these missionaries can be sent to:    

MN North District—LCMS,  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN 56401  

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH AND SCHOOL, COTTON TREE LIBERIA The MN North 

District continues to partner with Good Shepherd in sharing the Gospel with the 

people of Liberia. Rising food costs, teacher salaries and the ongoing solar energy 

project are continued needs for the church and school. Pastor Kollie is pursuing a 

Doctorate Degree at CTS, Fort Wayne, IN, with hopes of then teaching pastors in 

Liberia.  Jamesetta Kollie, a 2019 CSP grad 

is working towards a Master’s Degree. 

Gifty Kollie (deaconess student at CUC) and 

Diane (nursing student at CUW) are also 

studying in the US with plans to return to 

Liberia to use their education. Be sure to 

specifically designate your donations for 

the church, school, or Pastor Kollie’s 

education on the memo line of your check.  

REV. DR. BERNIE LUTZ serves as a 

representative of Lutheran 

Heritage Foundation. LHF 

translates, publishes, distributes 

and introduces books that are 

Bible-based, Christ-centered and 

Reformation-driven. Learn more 

HERE. 

https://eepurl.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91&id=bacdd9d008&e=345b4fa2d1
https://mcusercontent.com/49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91/files/aeb5b0ef-c4c1-d2dc-22c2-a60799ad36c2/2022_March_Jastram_Newsletter1_copy.pdf
https://jastrams.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91&id=1d47a8fe30&e=345b4fa2d1
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/mnnlcms/attachments/345786/220305_Ag_Consult_PDF.pdf
https://lbt.org/project/jim-susan-kaiser/
https://servenow.lcms.org/opp/construction-team-puerto-rico/
mailto:Ashley.Lehr@lcms.org
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/puerto-rico-foro
https://mcusercontent.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/files/0a8084d9-13ce-8b83-9c21-52b75f903c03/02.2022.01.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/iglesialuterana.fuentedevida/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.facebook.com/ilpdp/
http://www.principedepazpr.org
https://www.fuentedevidapr.org/
https://mcusercontent.com/7632c42424c67f7addaf5fed2/files/4e722dbb-52e4-5e80-4465-906f27574608/Copy_of_Project_24_CCCK_August_2021_1_.02.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Project24Kenya
https://www.lcms.org/make-a-gift/christs-care-for-children-kenya
https://www.lhfmissions.org/


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

May 30, 2022  District Office Closed—MEMORIAL DAY 

June 6, 2022  MN North District BOD Meeting, District Office 

June 17, 2022  Retirement Open House, District Office 

June 20-22, 2022 MNN District LWML Convention, Moorhead 

June 27-29, 2022 Continuing Education, Redeemer, St. Cloud 

   Featuring  Dr. Weinrich, CTSFW 

July 4, 2022  District Office Closed—INDEPENDENCE DAY 

August 10-11, 2022 New Worker Orientation, District Office 

August 11, 2022 Retired Workers Luncheon 

August 16, 2022 MN North District Teachers Conference 

August 29-30, 2022 Circuit Visitors Conference, District Office 

September 5, 2022 District Office Closed—LABOR DAY 

Sept 18-19, 2022 MN North District BOD Meeting, District Office 

Sept. 25-27, 2022 Fall Pastors Conference, Superior, WI 

MN NORTH RESOURCES 

AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The MN North District provides financial aid to 

students from the District working toward 

church work degrees at our colleges and 

seminaries. Qualified applicants should reach 

out to their financial aid office to complete the 

application by May 15, 2022. 

Check out the wellness solutions that’ll help 

make your life, particularly your physical and 

financial health, a whole lot better! Because you 

may not have a clue which health and financial 

wellness solution is right for you, you can use 

the Health Connector and Financial Navigator to 

help you figure it out.  

As Lutheran Christians, we have a dual 

citizenship in two kingdoms: 1) spiritual and 2) 

earthly. As we embrace our neighbors with acts 

of witness and mercy, we recognize the 

authority of the governments and rulers that 

have been set in place. Yet this balance can be 

tricky.  LEARN MORE >> 

Main Street Living continues to 

reach out with televised worship 

services in the Twin Cities, Fargo 

and Sioux Falls markets. Visit 

mainstreetliving.com 

MSL Northland is reaching out to 

a large audience in the Duluth 

Market every week. Visit 

mslnorthland.com 

ANNIVERSARIES AND CELEBRATIONS 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Anoka, Minnesota, will be recognizing Bruce 

Frederickson’s 50 years of ministry during our Sunday worship services (8:00 AM 

and 10:00 AM) on Sunday, June 5, 2022. Reminder that we are also asking that if 

you have special memories/stories about Bruce to share, please email them to Amy 

(amy@mtolive-anoka.org) and these will be shared with Bruce. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Barnesville, MN will celebrate it’s 75th Anniversary on 

Sunday, June 26, 2022. 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Backus, MN will continue to celebrate it’s 100th 

Anniversary with a Special Service on August 6, 2022, at 3:00 pm. Rev. David Becker 

will be the guest preacher. 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Duluth, MN will celebrate their 100th Anniversary 

on Sunday, September 25, 2022. 
The ADF Church Alliance wants to help 

serve and protect your church through 

our affordable legal membership 

program. This program provides you direct 

access to religious freedom attorneys to help you 

navigate the legal landscape to get back to 

focusing on what matters most: serving people 

and sharing the Gospel. Join the ADF Church 

Alliance here and remember to use promo code 

LCMS for a 20% discount.  

CLASSIFIEDS 
I have a lovely pipe organ in my home which I have to find a new home for. Is there 

a church in the district that is looking for a nice classical organ? It would be free but 

it has to be completely removed. Contact Warren Gruenhagen:  (218)414-0125 

warrenjudy@brainerd.net  

https://www.concordiaplans.org/members/my-wellness-benefits/health-connector
https://www.concordiaplans.org/members/my-financial-benefits/find-the-financial-tool-i-need
https://www.mnsdistrict.org/public-policy
https://www.mainstreetliving.com/
https://www.mslnorthland.com/home/?fbclid=IwAR0iCksDW8YGjT8kOKdxEP7XG4g-5xCLNrpf96mLi7OR7Nm8YHqK9nxRpQM
mailto:amy@mtolive-anoka.org
https://www.adfchurchalliance.org/
https://www.adfchurchalliance.org/join-today


CALLS ACCEPTED 

ALBANY, Immanuel— Rev. David Steege, Monticello, MN, accepted the Call. 

Installation on 5/15/2022. 

ALEXANDRIA,  Good Shepherd—Rev. Jonathan Jahnke, Fort Dodge, IA accepted the 

Call. Installation 6/5/2022. 

WHEATON/MONSON, St. John/Immanuel—Rev. Daniel Gifford, Falls City, NE, 

accepted the Call. Installation 6/5/2022. 

 

CALLING CONGREGATIONS   

AKELEY, St. John  

BARNESVILLE, St. John’s (Vacancy/Interim Pastor—Called Candidate Eric Souer. 

BRAHAM/RUSH CITY, St. Stephens/St. John  

CAMPBELL/HERMAN, St. Paul/Bethlehem  

ESKO, St. Matthews (Vacancy Pastor - Rev. John Pasche) 

FINLAYSON/BRUNO, Peace/St. Paul (Vacancy Pastor— Rev. Don Polege) - Called 

Candidate Nathaniel Konkel.  

GARRISON, Shepherd of the Lake (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Tom Petersen)- Called 

Candidate Caleb Worral. 

HERMANTOWN, Peace in Christ (Associate) - Called Rev. Caleb Weight, Bettendorf, 

IA. 

LITTLE FALLS, Zion -  Called Rev. Andrew Belt, Marshfield, WI. 

MONTICELLO, Alive! (Vacancy/Interim Pastor—Rev. Peter Gueldner) 

PEQUOT LAKES, Gloria Dei (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Mark Johnson & Rev. Monte 

Meyer) 

PERHAM(CORLISS), St. John (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Del Stohs) 

RICE, Shepherd of the Pines (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. David Strohschein) 

SUPERIOR, Christ (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Gerald Bernecker) Called Rev. Nathan 

Reichle, Manawa, WI. He declined the Call. 

TWIN VALLEY, Trinity (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala) Called Candidate 

Josef Muench, CTSFW. He accepted the Call. 

 

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 

Rev. Matthew Kohl received a Call to Hope, Hudson, FL. He declined the Call. 

Rev. Matthew Meyer received a Call to Our Savior, Albuquerque, NM. He declined 

the Call. 

Rev. Matthew Canion received a Call to New Hope, Neenah, WI. 

Rev. Jason Wolter received a Call to Trinity Monitor, Bay City MI. 

 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CHANGES 

 

MINNESOTA NORTH DISTRICT—LCMS 

CALL UPDATE 
CHURCH WORKER WELLNESS  
In Our District: 

CHURCH WORKER CARE 

COORDINATOR: Rev. Paul Cloeter is 

available to provide a listening ear, 

sound advice and professional referrals. 

He can be reached at (320) 333-6319 or 

paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 

HEALTHY CHURCH WORKERS: 

HealthyChurchWorkers.com exists to 

help ministers and their spouses to live 

the abundant life Jesus promised in John 

10:10. This is a holy, safe place where 

any Church worker in the vineyard can 

find information that will lead to 

transformation.  

From the Synod: 

CHURCH WORKER WELLNESS 

ONLINE: Whether you are a church 

worker or spouse , the LCMS prays that 

these resources are helpful. Learn more 

HERE. 

Recognized Service Organizations: 

DOXOLOGY: Pastors are leaders and 

spiritual caregivers. DOXOLOGY has the 

entire field in mind when we seek to 

help pastors be the best they can be. 

Consider joining us in 2022 for a 

REPSPITE RETREAT or CLASSIC 

PROGRAM.  

GRACE PLACE WELLNESS: Grace 

Place Wellness Ministries (GPWM) has 

been a leader in church worker wellness 

education for over two decades. Our 

mission is to nurture vitality and joy in 

ministry by inspiring and equipping 

church workers to lead healthy lives. 
Grace Place and LCEF are pleased to 

announce the acquisition of Grace Place 

Wellness Ministries by LCEF, effective 

January 1, 2022.  

www.graceplacewellness.org 

SHEPHERD’S CANYON RETREAT: 

Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat offers seven 

carefully designed days of  counseling 

for church professionals and their 

spouses   shepherdscanyonretreat.org 

mailto:paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org?subject=Church%20Worker%20Care
https://www.healthychurchworkers.com/
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/church-worker-wellness
https://www.doxology.us/take-heart-renewed-to-be-a-blessing/
https://www.doxology.us/classic-program/
https://www.doxology.us/classic-program/
https://www.graceplacewellness.org
https://www.shepherdscanyonretreat.org/


IN OUR PRAYERS 
The family of Helen Wippich, wife of Rev. Fred Wippich, Jr. (em. 

Detroit Lakes) and grandmother of Rev. Nathanael Biberdorf 

(Zion, Browns Valley & Zion, Claire City), who passed away on 

April 10, 2022. 

Tim & Jane Browning, at the recent passing of Jane’s mother. 

 

Mrs. Jan Stockman, wife of Rev. Reed Stockman (Zion, Morris), who 

is receiving end of life care. 

Rev. Kirk Douglas (Trinity, New York Mills), recovering after a fall. 

Rev. Keith Weise (Good Shepherd, Sauk Rapids), recovering. 

Rev. Fred Kutter (em. Albany), recovering after surgery. 

Mrs. Evonne Bode, wife of Rev. Dr. David Bode (em. Perham), 

dealing with health issues. 

Mrs. Gerry Brill, recovering after a stroke. 

Mrs. Joanne Wilke, wife of Rev. Don Wilke (em. Alexandria), 

undergoing cancer treatment. 

Rev. Michael Breach (Wheaton), dealing with medical issues. 

Zechariah Aleman, foster child of Rev. Rob (Mt. Olive, Duluth) and 

Gayle Franck, recovering after a difficult surgery. 

Mrs. Mertice Brueske (em. Alexandria), dealing with health issues. 

Mrs. Gwen Koopman, wife of Rev. Henry Koopman (em. Waite 

Park), dealing with COPD. 

Rev. Paul Koehler (St. John, Motley), recovering after COVID. 

Rev. Dan Wagner (em. St. Cloud), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Carl Berner (em. Vesta, MN), diagnosed with cancer. 

Rev. David Franzmeier (em. Cambridge), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Larry Harvala (em. Osage), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Roger Krebs (em. Parkers Prairie), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Martin Langemo (em. Princeton), recovering after a fall. 

George Miller, dealing with severe back pain. 

Jamesetta Kollie, daughter of Rev. James Kollie (Good Shepherd, 

Cotton Tree, Liberia), dealing with serious health issues. 

Katie Hannasch, daughter of Rev. Steve Meltzer (St. John, Wadena), 

undergoing cancer treatment. 

Rev. Robin Collins (Trinity, Staples), recovering after a stroke. 

Rev. Jack Baumgarn (em. New London), recovering after back 

surgery. 

Rev. Larry Cain (em. Cromwell) dealing with health issues. 

Mrs. Mary Weber, wife of Rev. Dr. Karl Weber (St. John, Ottertail & 

St. Paul, Richville), undergoing cancer treatment. 

Rev. Dean Stolz (Zion, Crosby & Immanuel, Iron Hub) dealing with 

health issues. 

Rev. Jim and Mrs. Bev Meyer (Thief River Falls), dealing with health 

issues. 

 Jenny Schoessow, wife of Rev. David Schoessow (em. Superior, 

WI),  dealing with health issues. 

Rev. David Milz (St. John, Kimball), dealing with heart issues. 

Rev. Victor Dorn, (em., St. Cloud), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Paul Dare’s (Zion, Alexandria) father, diagnosed with cancer. 

Mary Langemo Hughes, daughter of Rev. Martin Langemo (em. 

Princeton), who is suffering from hyperacusis. 

Mrs. Melissa Martini-Tischer, wife of Rev. Steven Tischer (Zion, 

Princeton), diagnosed with sarcoidosis.  

 

MN North District Seminary Students: 

Jordan DeBoer, Crookston, studying at CTSFW 

Erik Saunders, Grand Marais, studying at CTSFW 

Rev. Carl Seim, Elk River, continuing his studies at CSL 

Bruce Maul, Vergas, SMP student at CSL 

 

Those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of our District 

family: 

LT Geoffrey Gronewold, Active Duty Chaplain, US Army, Fort 

Leonard Wood, MO 

Captain Vincent Bain, Active Duty Chaplain, US Army, 

Massachusetts 

Lt. Aaron Bell, son-in-law of Pastor Tom and Mary Brinkley, Active 

Duty Chaplain, US Navy Camp Pendleton 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth (em., Hibbing), LCMS endorsed Emergency 

Response Chaplain and Disaster Response Chaplain 

Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda Bonk, US Army 

MSG Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Don & Connie Fondow, US 

Army 

Lt. Michaela Biegner-Wentz, granddaughter of Rev. Paul and Joan 

Biegner,  Naval Air Station, Whidbey Island, WA 

Dennis Gerold, husband of DCO Abby Dawkins Gerold, US Air Force 

1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan Uhrinak, Crosslake, 

US Air Force 

Staff Sgt Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & Bonnie Vrudny, 

Walker, Army Reserve Engineering unit at Ft. Snelling, MN. 

Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene Wagner, National Guard 

Private Chris Peske & Private Matt Peske, sons of Rev. Mark and  

Sharon Peske, US Army, Ft. Benning, GA 

Pre-seminary student Jacob Franck and Abigail Franck, children of 

 Rev. Rob & Gayle Franck, U.S. Army Reserves.  

 

Missionaries Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serving as career 

missionaries through the LCMS in northern Asia, based in 

Tokyo, Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and 

Mrs. Phyllis Jastram) 

Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser, serving with Lutheran Bible 

Translators in Ethiopia. 



Rev. Brady Finnern, District President brady.finnern@mnnlcms.org  

Rev. Don Fondow, President Emeritus  don.fondow@mnnlcms.org  

Diana Ruopp, Admin. Ass’t     diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org 
 

Mission & Ministry Facilitators: 

Rev. Jeffrey Lee [MaCO]  jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 

Rev. Monte Meyer [PLaN]  monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org   
 

Bookkeeper  -  Angie Ringstrom angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org  

LCEF  VP - Rev. Jeff Lee  jeff.lee@lcef.org  
 

Church Worker Care Coordinator:  Rev. Paul Cloeter  

    paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 
 

Congregational Care Counselor: Rev. George Sagissor, III  

    congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org  
 

Lutheran Witness Editor Rev. Travis Lauterbach, 218-947-4182 

   the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  
  

Gift Planning Counselor: Mr. David Priebe   

   david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary:  Rev. Marty Mably, Elk River  

   pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  
 

District Treasurer:  Mr. Mike Uran  

   treasurer@mnnlcms.org   
  

District Archivist  Rev. Mark Maunula 

   mskidsmn@hotmail.com  
 

Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

Rev. John Beck, Chairman  constitution@mnnlcms.org 

CONTACT US 

Mail:  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604   

Phone:   218/829-1781   800/482-5022   

e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org   website:  www.mnnlcms.org 

JUNE PRAYER CALENDAR 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

St. John,  

Madison—Rev. 

Noel Herr 

2 

Bethlehem, 

Mahnomen—Rev. 

Matthew Meyer, 

VP 

3 

Faith, Maple—Rev. 

John Knierim 

 

4 

5 6 

Grace English, 

Marble—Rev.  

Jeffrey Kyler 

7 

Grace, McGrath—

Rev. John  

Thomson, VP 

8 

Our Savior, 

McGregor—Rev. 

John Thomson 

9 

Immanuel,  

McIntosh—Rev. 

Bruce Blocker 

10 

St. Paul’s,  

Melrose—Rev.  

David Mommens 

11 

12 13 

Redeemer,  

Menagha—Rev. 

David Walsh 

14 

St. Paul’s, Milaca—

Rev. Daniel  

Carlson 

15 

Mt. Calvary,  

Miltona—Rev. Terry  

Finnern, VP 

16 

St. Paul,  

Montevideo—Rev. 

Keith Brustuen 

17 

Trinity, Havelock—

Rev. Kent Borglum 

18 

19 20 

St. John, Sparta—

Rev. Kent Borglum 

21 

Alive!,  

Monticello—Rev. 

Peter Gueldner 

22 

Our Redeemer, 

Moorhead—Rev. 

Sam Pitsch 

23 

St. Peter, Moose 

Lake—Rev. Brad 

Vogt 

24 

Zion, Mora—Rev. 

Tony Cloose 

25 

26 27 

Zion, Morris—Rev. 

Reed Stockman 

28 

St. John, Motley—

Rev. Paul Koehler 

29 

Living Word, New 

London—Rev.  

David Dauk 

30 

Trinity, New York 

Mills—Rev. Kirk 

Douglas 
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