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The Trinity, Isle, Sunday school program 
has been focused on Jesus’ birth. The pro-
gram began with comments about “why I 
hate Christmas,” which evolved into “why I 
love Christmas.” The children used various 
scenarios describing the wrong meaning 
of Christmas. As they heard the story and 
witnessed the depiction of Jesus’ birth, they 
moved into embracing the true meaning of 
Christmas: the birth of our Lord and Savior. 
Also throughout the program, the congrega-
tion sang Christmas hymns. Kate Peterson 
and Emma Dangers provided piano accompa-
niment.  Sunday school instructors are Laura 
Horsch, Kate Peterson and Miriam Mueller. 

Participating are from left, (front row) Chloe Tramm, Jeremy Peterson, Teagan 
Larson, Allie Gallion; (middle row), Kenley Kohlgraf, Cadence Mueller, Thaddeus 
Mueller, Leila Gallion, Abby Peterson; (back row) Josh Peterson, Abbie Gallion and 
Aria Mueller. Missing from the photo is Navayah Martin.

CELEBRATING  
the Savior’s birth

Trinity also honored its long-
time choir director, Annette 
Haggberg, upon her recent 
retirement. She received a 
handmade, wooden plaque 
from church council president 
Mike Dangers, which read: “O 
sing unto the Lord a new song. 
(Ps. 96:1) In gratitude for many 
years of faithful service and 
joyful praise to our Lord in song. 
Trinity Lutheran Congregation 
2021.”

“I think music is an important 

part of worship and praise to 
God because He created us to be 
instruments of His Word with 
the ability to sing and make mu-
sic,” Annette said. “The will of 
the Lord is to be filled with the 
Spirit, speaking to one another 
in psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs, making melody in your 
heart to the Lord.” 

Mike Dangers is pictured with 
Annette during the plaque 
presentation.

Choir director honored

Blessings at Trinity, Isle
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Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Backus, is 
celebrating its 100th anniversary with two 
celebrations under the theme “Christ Is Our 
Cornerstone.” The congregation held its first 
celebration on Jan. 30, the exact date of 
its incorporation in 1922. Rev. Dr. Donald 
Fondow, Minnesota North District presi-
dent, was the guest preacher for the service, 
delivering a sermon titled: “Reaching 100: 
What Does This Mean?” based on Col. 2:6-7. 

Janna Kietzman, principal at nearby Im-
manuel Lutheran School, Walker, provided 
trumpet accompaniment while Arlene 
Flesch, a member of Emmanuel, played the 
organ. Also, Emmanuel members Eric and 
Krista Norquist offered special music. 

Following the service, attendees enjoyed a 
meal and fellowship. Emmanuel will hold a 
second celebration on Saturday, Aug. 6. 

100 years of Emmanuel, Backus Pictured are, from left 
(front row); Emmanuel 
members Mary Ann Ostenso, 
Jimmy Blanchard, Darrick 
Anderson, Craig Brochhagen, 
Ron Doucette, Rae Borst, 
Steven Hansen, Cristina 
Ruhl, Becky Schmid; (back 
row) Revs. Travis Lauterbach 
(Emmanuel pastor) and Dr. 
Donald Fondow.

Kathy Davis was honored for her 60 years of service to the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League at the LWML Christmas 
party held Dec. 13 at Bethlehem, Baudette. 

Over the years, Kathy has held numerous offices in the con-
gregation’s LWML, including president, secretary and treasur-
er. In addition to her LWML participation, Kathy has served 
on altar guild and has been song leader for many Christmas 
programs and vacation Bible schools. She has also served as 
Sunday school superintendent and church secretary. 

Kathy always has a smile and a cheerful word, and is gracious 
in every situation. Her God-given abilities and years of willing 
service were described by Marlys Hirst, LWML congregation 
president, as an inspiration for the entire congregation. 

Kathy (bottom left) is pictured with LWML members 
Lisa Beckstrand (kneeling) and (standing, from left) 

Carol Davis, Gloria Thompson and Pam Wendler.

Bethlehem honors dedicated servant
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Share your news with us!
Why publicize your 
congregation’s stories 
in The Lutheran 
Witness district 
Insert?
▶  It reminds people 

that Christ is active in His church 
in so many ways.

▶  It gives readers a sense of the 
larger body of Christ, that they 
have brothers and sisters engaged 
in the same work.

▶  It gives congregations ideas for 
events and outreach.

▶  It helps former members to see 
what is going on in their former 
congregations.

▶  It aids other congregations in 
knowing who to reach out to 
when they need resources or 
referrals for a project they are 
considering.

We love to feature 
a wide variety of 

events occurring 
in our district 
congregations. All 
that is needed is 
a brief description 

of the event and 
one or two photos. No event or 
announcement is too big or small.

Send submissions to the.lutheran.
witness@mnnlcms.org. You may 
also mail your submissions to 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, P.O. 
Box 12, Backus, MN 56435, attn. 
Rev. Travis Lauterbach.

Please ensure photos sent 
electronically are high resolution. 
Send the largest sized photo from 
your camera or phone. Many email 
programs will try to resize the 
photos, but please send the original 
size.

Alive! Lutheran 
Church, Monticello, 
was blessed to 
have Rev. Peter 
Gueldner installed 
as interim pastor 
on Jan. 9. From 
left, Revs. Tim 
Renstrom, Jake 
Gillard, Peter 
Gueldner, Tim 
Lamkin, Terry 
Grzybowski and 
Micah Schmidt.

Correction:
A January headline incorrectly stated 
that Trinity, Isle, is celebrating 125 
years in 2022. The congregation is 
celebrating 100 years.

Welcome, 
Pastor 
Gueldner

LCEF has grants for 
elementary schools
Lutheran Church Extension Fund 
(LCEF) has opened the 2022 
Kaleidoscope Fund grant process to 
LCMS K-8 elementary schools. 

Funds will be granted in amounts from 
$10,000 to $40,000, based on propos-
als selected by the committee. This year 
LCEF is narrowing the focus of impact 
for the grants to Lutheran elemen-
tary education, in recognition of the 
critical role that Lutheran schools play 
in impacting the community through 
Christian education.  

The proposal submission deadline is 
June 1. Please visit lcef.org/kaleidoscope 
to learn more about the Kaleidoscope 
Fund and grant opportunity.
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Counselor’s Corner

Repent of your technology! You might want 
to say that to your children or grandchil-
dren, but I think it is something we should 
all heed. I love technology. I was the first 
person in my college dorm to have a per-
sonal computer. My first cell phone was 
the size of a brick and plugged into my car. 
So I’m not preaching to the choir or the 
LWML, but to myself. I’m a “technoholic,” 
but it’s time for me and you to repent of our 
fear, love and trust in technology. It is time 
to acknowledge the dangers and turn away 
from sinfully destructive behavior.

A friend recently shared an article with me 
from LifeSite about the Metaverse. (Note: 
Always beware of capitalized words. They 
are often put forward as false gods.) The 
Metaverse is the next step for the internet. 
In this new technology, not only will you 
see with virtual reality optics, but you will 
also feel what you are doing (with some sort 
of tactile suit or gloves). 

You will be able to pretend to be anyone 
you want, and you will experience it “bodi-
ly” in the Metaverse, with no consequences. 
If you want to be a kitten chasing a ball of 
yarn, you can do that. If you want to be a 
unicorn in a field of tootsie pops, you can 
experience that. If you want to sin, you can 
do that.

The Metaverse is a reality devoid of God 
and consequences. It is a reality that 

A ‘Mary’ 
Christmas
“Have a ‘Mary’ Christmas!” 
was the Advent by Candle-
light theme at Our Redeemer, 
Moorhead. Three women took 
on the character roles of Mary 
of Bethany, Mary the Mother 
of Jesus and Mary Magdalene. 
Sheryl Jones is the “Mary” pic-
tured above.

From the heartfelt messages, 
attendees were grounded in 
keeping Christ in Christmas 
long after the celebration ends. 
We could all have a “Mary” 
Christmas as we seek the one 
thing that is needful, to sit at 
the feet of Jesus, which Mary of 
Bethany chose; as we treasure 
the truths about Him and pon-
der them in our hearts as did 
Mary, the mother of Jesus. As 
Mary Magdaline reminds us, we 
have been set free of our sinful 
life to serve Christ. 

Women sang and prayed 
together as they heard the 
truths of Scripture, and hearts 
were motivated by the Gospel 
message. Women enjoyed the 
appetizers, tea and punch when 
they arrived. The evening ended 
with table hostesses providing 
Advent devotionals and Christ-
mas goodies to their guests. 

centers on you and your desires to the 
exclusion of the people around you. No 
longer are you constrained either by God’s 
authority or the needs of others. You seek 
your identity in what you desire instead 
of in Christ, as a child of God. I would 
encourage you to read the article at bit.ly/
lifesite-metaverse.

Lent is a season of self-discipline often 
done through fasting. This self-discipline is 
a practice of faith to focus on God’s will and 
our neighbor’s needs. That’s why fasting 
is accompanied by prayer (toward God) 
and almsgiving (toward neighbor). Your 
created identity is human, either male or 
female. Your redeemed identity is forgiv-
en, declared righteous in God’s eyes. Your 
sanctified identity is as a child of God. Your 
identity is not what you seek, but what God 
graciously gives you. 

One of the goals of Lent is to form and 
shape our lives to the cross of our Savior. 
He loved us and gave Himself to redeem 
us from ourselves. He lived in faith toward 
His Father and in love toward His neigh-
bor (you). Lenten discipline is saying “no” 
to ourselves and Amen — “yes” — to our Fa-
ther, who loves us in His Son by the Spirit. 

God grant you a blessed and disciplined 
Lent under the cross.

Rev. Bruce Timm 
Pastoral Counselor, Arrowhead Region

For lent … repent


