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MINNESOTA NORTH

Our newest elementary school 
in the Minnesota North 
District is at Concordia 

Lutheran Church, South Haven. 
Rev. David Buchs brought together 
homeschooling groups to form a 
new school, with an emphasis on 
classical Lutheran education.

Classical Lutheran education 
emphasizes grammar, logic and 
rhetoric, and mathematics with a 
distinctive Lutheran theological 
emphasis. Concordia Lutheran 
School is led by Pastor Buchs, with 
the parents of each student helping 
with the educational tasks. We 
asked Rev. Buchs for an update on 
his school. This is what he reports:

“The school year at Concordia 
Lutheran Church has been rich 
and rigorous so far! Twenty-one 
homeschooled students and their 

moms have gathered for daily 
chapel in the sanctuary where 
they sang Matins or Morning 
Prayer and heard preaching on the 
Small Catechism. 

“Following chapel, New Testament 
history, phonics, mathematics, 
Latin, reading, grammar, writing 
and lots of play kept the kids 
busy as they grew in wisdom and 
knowledge. One highlight was 
a recital of individual pieces of 
poetry the kids had learned  — a 
proud moment for them as they 
gave their attention to what is 
good, true and beautiful. 

“Above all, the kids have grown in 
faith and love as God shepherded 
them with his Word and promises. 
We pray for God’s continued 
blessings as we head into the new 
year.”

How, then, can they call on the one they have not 
believed in? And how can they believe in the one of 
whom they have not heard? And how can they hear 
without someone preaching to them? And how can 
anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news!” ROM. 10:14-15

How can congre-
gations connect 

with their commu-
nity? How can they 
use opportunities 
to share the Good 
News of God’s 
love for us in Jesus 
Christ? We would 
love to hear how your congregations reach out 
and connect with your communities.

Members of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Pequot 
Lakes, witnessed using Arch Books from Con-
cordia Publishing House. Arch Books include 
illustrated stories from the Bible and are perfect 
for young children. Gloria Dei bought hundreds 
of copies of “Baby Jesus is Born” for their “Trunk 
or Treat” on Halloween. They put a sticker on 
the books noting the time for the Christmas Eve 
worship service and handed one to every parent 
who came with their children. 

In December, members also gave two copies to 
each person attending worship, one for their fam-
ily or loved one and one to give away to a neighbor 
or friend. It was a simple way to share God’s love. 

How does your church connect to your commu-
nity to share the Gospel? Email your stories to 
Rev. Travis Lauterbach at the.lutheran.witness@
mnnlcms.org.

Concordia opens new school

Connecting with
the community
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Members, friends and relatives of Trinity, Fergus Falls, assem-
bled more than 6,500 Mercy Meals to help feed hungry children 
attending Christian schools in Liberia. Nearly 40 volunteers of 
all ages packed meals and one cook made a delicious lunch for 
all. The group used Thrivent Action Team funds to purchase food 
and supplies. Everyone had a wonderful time enjoying fellowship 
with brothers and sisters in Christ.

Kirk and Judy Rosin of Mercy Meals of North Dakota coordinated 
the event. Besides delivering the supplies, they transported the 
completed meals back to the Orphan Grain Train warehouse in 
Jamestown, N.D., where they are prepared for delivery to Liberia. 
Thanks to all who participated, and all praise and glory to God 
for this opportunity to serve Him by serving others.

The congregation of Lord of 
Glory Lutheran Church, 
Elk River, connects with 

its community through an event 
called “Breakfast in Bethlehem.” 
On Dec. 4, Lord of Glory welcomed 
neighbors and friends from all over 
the area to celebrate the birthday of 
our Savior.

Members bring in their nativity 
sets for display and serve a free 
breakfast. They also hold a bake 
sale and “Bethlehem Boutique,” a 
little store where children can pur-
chase and wrap inexpensive gifts to 

give to their parents and teachers.

Lord of Glory also offers a variety 
of service-oriented projects, from 
tied blankets for the homeless to 
Christmas cards for inmates and 
veterans. The event draws people 
from Elk River, Monticello, Big 
Lake and even Zimmerman. 

According to Rev. Marty Mably, 
Lord of Glory pastor, most of 
those attending were not mem-
bers of Lord of Glory, giving the 
congregation many opportunities 
to make connections with their 
friends and neighbors.

Mercy meals for Liberia

‘Breakfast in Bethlehem’

Sharon Werner, Lord of Glory’s resident musician, 
holds a “Kazoo Review,” in which she plays Christmas 
carols while having children play along with a kazoo.
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Share your 
news with us!
Why publicize your 
congregation’s stories in The 
Lutheran Witness district Insert?

▶  It reminds people that Christ 
is active in His church in so 
many ways.

▶  It gives readers a sense of the 
larger body of Christ, that 
they have brothers and sisters 
engaged in the same work.

▶  It gives congregations ideas 
for events and outreach.

▶  It helps former members to 
see what is going on in their 
former congregations.

▶  It aids other congregations in 
knowing who to reach out to 
when they need resources or 
referrals for a project they are 
considering.

We love to feature a wide 
variety of events occurring 
in our district congregations. 
All that is needed is a brief 
description of the event and 
one or two photos. No event 
or announcement is too big 
or small.

Send submissions to the.
lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.
org. You may also mail your 
submissions to Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 12, 
Backus, MN 56435, attn. Rev. 
Travis Lauterbach.

Please ensure photos sent 
electronically are high 
resolution. Send the largest 
sized photo from your camera 
or phone. Many email pro-
grams will try to resize the 
photos, but please send the 
original size.

Blessings in Red Lake Falls, Plummer
Rev. Jeffrey Lytle was installed as pastor of St. John Lutheran Church, Red Lake 
Falls, and Redeemer Lutheran Church, Plummer, on Dec. 12. From left, Revs. Jim 
Meyer, David Laue, Bruce Blocker, Daniel Domke, Jeffrey Lytle and Ron Hobbie.

Rev. Mark Moss, mission 
engagement associate 
with Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation (LHF), was 
recently a guest at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Isle, for Mission Sunday. 
His sermon, “Blessed 
Beyond Belief” was 
based on Luke 1. He 
also held a Bible study 
following the service 
and talked about LHF’s 
mission of translating, 
publishing and distrib-
uting books in more 
than 110 languages in 
more than 80 countries. 
Those efforts open the 
eyes and hearts of hun-
dreds of thousands of 
new Christians around 
the world.

Trinity, Isle, celebrates Mission Sunday

Rev. Mark Moss, left, is pictured with Rev. Mark Maunula, 
Trinity pastor, 
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Counselor’s Corner

“Love is patient and kind… .”
On a popular trivia show, the 
contestants couldn’t name the 
book of the Bible which contains 
this verse, but they recognized 
the words. “Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.” Many 
have heard these verses repeated 
in wedding ceremonies or seen 
them written on Valentine’s Day 
cards. And they are found in 1 
Corinthians 13, often called the 
“love chapter” of the Bible.

At a certain point, some might 
say 1 Corinthians 13 has been 
quoted too much, which can 
cause words to lose their 
meaning. People might think, 
“Yeah, yeah, OK. Faith, hope 
and love, and the greatest of 
these is love. I know. I’ve heard 
it all before.” Others have heard 
someone say, “I love you,” but a 
happy ending didn’t follow. For 
some, the word “love” has been 
exhausted. That’s because if we 
read or speak beautiful words 
about love again and again, but 
without intention or understand-
ing, then the words begin to 
sound like empty statements.

A better way to say that is:
If I speak in the tongues of 
men and of angels, but have 
not love, I am a noisy gong or 
a clanging cymbal. 1 COR. 13:1

In fact, 1 Corinthians 13 teaches 
that love, specifically God’s love 
for us, is the greatest thing in the 
world. Valentine’s Day reminds 
us of the importance of love be-
cause — whether single, married, 
divorced or separated — people 
can connect to the best kind of 
love, God’s love. Instead of men-
tioning romance in 1 Corinthians 
13, the great love chapter teaches 
about the love of God: agape 

love, everlasting love, uncondi-
tional love, unselfish love. God’s 
love is wide open. His love is 
available to all people.

On one popular reality show, a 
single man meets several single 
women. As he gets to know them 
a little better, he eliminates the 
women he is not interested in. 
Sounds cruel, right? It is. But 
it’s all done in the name of love 
— and entertainment. As the 
women on the show are publicly 
rejected, one by one, they feel 
awful. One woman expressed her 
hopelessness, saying, “If I could 
have opened myself up to him … 
if he saw the real me, he would 
definitely reconsider.” Another 
thought if she were more 
beautiful or charming, then he 
would have chosen her. “I tried, 
and it just wasn’t enough,” she 
said. In romance, many times, 
heartbreak comes before lasting 
love.

But God does not line people 
up, inspect them and then reject 
those He doesn’t like because that 
is not what real love does. Some-
times cultural expressions and 
ideas about love are so cheap that 
it’s almost impossible to fathom, 
in contrast, the wonderful extent 
of God’s love. 

God knows people very well, 
and He loves us. He knows our 
strengths and weaknesses, our 
secret sins and personal joys. 
God desires to save us from 
ourselves. His love is seen in its 
fullest expression at the cross, 
where Christ suffered and died 
to save us from eternal death and 
damnation. As you think about 
Valentine’s Day, let it remind you 
of the perfect love of Christ.

Rev. Reed Stockman • Lakeland 
Pastoral Counselor

Everlasting love

The 2022 LWML Minnesota North District 
Convention will be held June 20-22 at the 
Courtyard by Marriott in Moorhead. 

The keynote speaker will be Debbie Griffith of In-
ternational Falls. Debbie has a one-minute feature 
– “Everyday Matters” – heard on over 100 radio 
stations. She is a story teller, humorist and, most 
importantly, a speaker who wishes to share the joy 
of following Jesus Christ. 

More details about the convention are available at 
lwmlmnn.org/districtconven.html.

Prayer may be simple or complex — silent or corpo-
rate — memorized or free-flowing from our heart. 
It is a conversation with God and shows our love for 
our heavenly Father.

The 2022 Prayer Service, based on Luke 11:1, 
“Lord, Teach us to Pray,” looks at various forms of 
prayer used frequently by believers as we seek 
to honor Christ, the Lord of the church, with 
our prayers. More information is available at 
lwml.org/prayer-service.


