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On Oct. 24, Our Redeemer, 
Moorhead, had a baptism celebra-
tion to recognize the 18 children 

who have been baptized since March 
2020 (pictured above). Each child was 
presented with “Baby’s Hug-A-Bible” 
and “How Can I Help: God’s Calling for 
Kids,” a book about serving. Following 
the service was a cupcake reception. 
Rev. Sam and Oliva Pitsch’s newborn 
baby, Peter, was baptized during the 
worship service.

Because of the pandemic, many of these 
Baptisms were conducted privately 
while others were witnessed by just a 
small fraction of the congregation.

In October, members enjoyed a 
German-themed trivia night to raise 
funds for youth who are attending the 
National Youth Gathering in Houston 
this summer. Pastor Sam created the 
questions and served as the host. Some 
of the youth served as the tabulators. 
Other youth and their parents served a 
German dinner of brats, potato salad, 
sauerkraut, red cabbage and cake. 
There were also warm pretzels, a keg of 
root beer and hot-spiced apple cider.

Also, women of the congregation re-
cently retreated to the Fargo Arts Cen-
ter to immerse themselves in the lavish 
love of Jesus Christ and His Word. 

They used the Bible study, “Living the 
Chocolate Life,” written by Deb Burma, 
who says that in living the “chocolate 
life,” we discover the gift of God’s sweet 
grace that will not melt, change, fade 
with time or disappear. Burma states 
that even in all our cravings, or the 
fillers we choose to satisfy us in this life, 
we, with the psalmist, praise God “for 
He satisfies the longing soul; and the 
hungry soul He fills with good things” 
(Ps. 107:9). He provides our comfort 
foods of love and peace. We delight in 
His promises and surrender to His will 
as He directs our paths.

The day of spiritual refreshment was 
filled with much discussion, many 
tastes of chocolate, song and prayer.

JOY at Our Redeemer, Moorhead
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Trunks filled with love
Good Shepherd, Alexandria, hosted its first Fall Trunk and Treat event 
on Oct. 31. The congregation wanted to reach out to its community as 
the people of God, and it was a safe way for the children to enjoy trick-
or-treating. Good Shepherd members were pleasantly surprised by the 
initial turnout as over 400 children and their families blessed them 
with wonderful costumes. Pictured are, from left, Marian Brelje, Tracy 
Boysen, LaVonne Schimmelpfennig and Denise Armbruster.

If you don’t know 
DCE Christopher 
Brown and his af-
finity for superhe-
roes, it would have 
been a strange 
sight to walk into 
the Lakeside Event 
Center in Perham 
on Reformation 
Day, Oct. 31.

St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church and School, 
Perham, celebrated 
the remarkable 22 years Chris has served in Per-
ham and his 25 total years in ministry. Planned 
as a surprise for DCE Chris, morning worship in-
cluded Rev. Dr. Donald Fondow, Minnesota North 
District president, serving as the guest preacher 
and delivering a special presentation. Over lunch, 
many people gathered at a golf course amid bal-
loon figurines and life-size cutouts of superheroes. 
A meal and program were enjoyed.

For those who do not know, a director of Chris-
tian education (DCE) is an LCMS certified, called 
and commissioned educational leader, prepared 
for team ministry in a congregational setting. 
A DCE serves with a pastor especially in mak-
ing sure Christian education is a priority that is 
carried out in the congregation. In many settings, 
DCEs also help out with youth programs, making 
sure young people are taught about our Savior 
Jesus Christ and His church as well.

St. Paul’s thanks the Lord for His servant Chris, 
and thanks Chris for his dedication to ministry.

Celebrating a

super DCE

DCE Christoper Brown

On Nov. 21, St. John Lutheran Church, 
Wheaton, celebrated 125 years of 
proclaiming God’s Word and receiving 
His great gifts in Jesus. The theme for the 
celebration was “Children of the Heavenly 
Father: Then...Now...Forever.”

Rev. Dr. Donald Fondow, Minnesota North 
District president, was the guest preacher 
for the worship service and served 
alongside Rev. George Saggisor, emeritus. 
The choir and bell choir also preformed. 
Congregation and guests praised God as 
they commemorated St. John’s history, 
and gave thanks to God for His past 
provisions and future blessings.

Various historical items were displayed for 
reminiscing.

125 years in Wheaton
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Share your 
news with us!

Trinity, Isle, has been celebrating its 100th 
anniversary (1920-2020) a year late because of 
the pandemic.

Rev. Nabil Nour, LCMS fourth vice-president, 
was the guest pastor for a celebration Divine 
Service held on Oct. 10. His sermon was titled 
“Till now the Lord has helped us,” based on 1 
Sam. 7:12. The service was followed by a meal 
and program at Izatys Resort, attended by 
133 congregation members and their families. 
All gave thanks to God for His mercy shown 
throughout the many years.

Rev. Mark Maunula, Trinity pastor, was also pre-
sented a rock by Pastor Nour during the service. 
The inscription, taken from the sermon text, 
reads, “Up to this time the Lord has helped us, 
Ebenezer.” Pastor Maunula and all visiting clergy 
for the celebration were given a cross, handmade 
by Pastor Nour.

From left, Revs. Dr. Donald Fondow, district president; Mark Maunula; Richard 
Langhorst, Immanuel, Giese, and Trinity, Sandstone; Joel Krueger, Faith, Branson, 
Mo.; Nabil Nour; Jason Mandley, St. John, Hillman, Mich.; and Arlan Thompson, 
emeritus, Iowa City, Iowa. Thompson, Langhorst, Krueger and Mandley had 
previously served Trinity.

125 years in Isle

Trinity, Ortonville, celebrated its 125th anniversary Sept. 
11-12. A son of the congregation, Rev. Kevin Froelich 
(emeritus), delivered the sermon for the Saturday after-
noon and Sunday morning worship services.

Rev. Dennis O’Neill, current Trinity pastor, was the 
liturgist. During the Saturday service, the women and 
children sat on the south side of the sanctuary and the 
men sat on the north side — an old German tradition.

A German supper of brats, sauerkraut and deserts was 
served after the Saturday service, and a catered meal was 
served on Sunday.

From left, (front row) 
Gayle and Rev. Richard 
Boehnke; Rev. George 
and Annette Krueger; 
(back row) Rev. Kevin 
Froelich (son of the 
congregation); Janet  
and Rev. Dennis 
O’Neill (current Trinity 
pastor); and Rev. Paul 
Krueger (son of the 
congregation).

125 years in Ortonville

Please submit anything of note 
in your congregation, including 
announcements, special events 
or human interest stories that 
you or your organization would 
like published.

Send submissions to the.
lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.
org. You may also mail your 
submissions to Peace Lutheran 
Church, P.O. Box 60, Finlayson, 
MN 55735, attn. Rev. Philip 
Hoppe. Please ensure photos 
sent electronically are high 
resolution.
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LWML

Counselor’s Corner

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill 
the law of Christ. Gal. 6:2

Studies have shown — as doctors have observed — that 
abandoned babies in poor health were restored in 
strength and vigor when “proxy mothers” would hold, 
cuddle, sing to and caress them. Psychologists conclude 
that these women were not merely an optional stand-
in for these younglings, but they provided something 
absolutely necessary for physical and mental wellbeing: 
the feeling of being wanted, secure and loved. All humans 
need what infants need. We all need to know that some-
body cares about us.     

Take a look at the LWML national and district mission 
grant choices. The grants should make you feel like a 
“proxy mother,” giving something necessary to men, 
women and children in need — the need to know that 
somebody cares. Through the mission grants, the love of 
the LWML being given is fulfilling a variety of needs as 
you are answering the call of Christ to love and “bear one 
another’s burdens.”

By your support of selected missionaries and ministries, 
you are bringing the security and warmth of the Gos-
pel to many “little ones” who feel abandoned. Through 
the love of Lutheran Women in Mission, the love of our 
Savior is being brought into many lives and hearts so that 
their burden is being shared and lifted in the name of 
Jesus. They are not alone nor abandoned. Through proxy 
mothers the message is clear: somebody cares for them! 
That somebody is the Lord of Life Himself.   

Rev. Matthew Vrudny 
Park Region Pastoral Counselor

‘Proxy mothers’
The ladies of Trinity Evening Guild, Bemidji, put together 
backpacks and school supplies to be given to teachers and 
aides who are members of Trinity. This is an annual LWML 
event at Trinity. This year a substantial donation was received 
so items such as tissues and sanitizing wipes were also 
furnished. To God be the Glory!

Women in Mission

The ladies of St. John’s, Ada, collected personal items to pack 
into purses for the local Victim Assistance office and the Rape 
and Abuse Crisis Center. Each participant was asked to bring 
a gently used handbag to pack with items such as shampoo, 
conditioner, soap, toothpaste, hand sanitizer and masks. The 
ladies gathered after a meeting and packed the purses with 
the items, along with a devotion booklet and New Testament. 
They packed 25 purses, and two shaving kits for men. 

The Rum River Zone Rally was held in St. Francis in October. 
Rev. Dr. Donald Fondow, Minnesota North District president, 
gave a presentation titled “Challenges and Opportunities 
Facing the Church in the 21st Century.” The ingathering was 
for the Minnesota National Guard Soldier & Family Readiness 
Center in Cambridge.


