
DISTRICT NEWS

MINNESOTA NORTH SEPTEMBER 2021  /  1

  /
 S

E
P

T
E

M
B

E
R

 2
0

2
1

MINNESOTA NORTH

The Kettle River Circuit 
hosted its circuit convocation 
at Peace, Finlayson, on July 
11. But you may be asking, 
what is a circuit convocation?

Synod’s Handbook gives 
the official answer: “(It’s) a 
larger gathering of members 
from circuit congregations 
during a year in which there 
is no national or district 
convention.” 

But for what purpose? Handbook says: 
“The purpose of a circuit convocation is 
to provide a sitting in which congrega-
tional members may know of and cele-
brate the ministry pursued by each con-
gregation, may review and discuss the 
work of the circuit forum, may discuss 
and evaluate mission potential within 
the circuit, and may receive information 
on various phases of the work pursued 
through districts and the Synod.”

Therefore, the Kettle River Circuit 
gathered members from her congrega-
tions together at Peace. They started 
their day with a Divine Service. Rev. 
Michael Salemink, executive director 
of Lutherans For Life (LFL), was the 
preacher and spoke about how God 
makes that which may seem or be 
invisible into something indispens-
able through His creative power and 
amazing grace in Jesus Christ. Circuit 
pastors led the liturgy, read the texts 
and distributed the Supper.

After that, they enjoyed lunch prepared 
by the Women of Peace. Enough time 

Celebrating with their neighbors
Trinity, Isle, continued its 100th anniversary celebration with this group 
participating in the Isle Days parade. They rejoiced in God’s goodness to them 
for all those many years. From left are Harold Harms, Emma Dangers, Carol 
Ann Sander and Sara and Mike Dangers as they lined up for the parade.

was allowed during lunch 
to encourage fellowship 
between the circuit 
members.

Finally, those present 
gathered for a presentation 
from Pastor Salemink, who 
spoke about how we as 
Lutherans can stand up for 
life. He encouraged us to not 
only speak the no’s in regard 

to life issues, but also the yes’s. In other 
words, he encouraged speaking not 
only about what we are against but to 
speak passionately about what we are 
for, namely the sanctity of all life from 
conception onward. He stressed the 

importance of being Gospel-motivated 
voices in the midst of other voices also 
drawing attention to life issues.

He spoke about LFL’s work and resourc-
es. LFL is an LCMS Recognized Service 
Organization and its primary purpose 
is “equipping Lutherans to be Gos-
pel-motivated voices for life.” For more 
information, visit lutheransforlife.org.

The Kettle River Circuit would love to 
hear from other circuits though The 
Lutheran Witness about the convoca-
tions they held and encourage those 
circuits who did not convene last year 
or this year to consider planning a gath-
ering in 2024.

LFL director speaks to circuit pastors

Rev. Michael Salemink
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We love to feature a wide 
variety of events 
occurring in all of 
our district congre-
gations. All that is 
needed is a brief description of the 
event and one or two photos.

Send submissions to the.lutheran.
witness@mnnlcms.org. You may also 
mail your submissions to Peace Luther-
an Church, P.O. Box 60, Finlayson, MN 
55735, attn. Rev. Philip Hoppe.

Rev. Nathaniel Brown was installed as pastor 
of Trinity, Odessa; Grace, Correll; and Trinity, 
Bellingham, on July 18. All three congrega-
tions hosted a potluck following the service. 
Brown recently graduated from Concor-
dia Seminary, St. Louis, and is serving his 
first call. From left, (front row) Revs. Brady 
Finnern (Messiah, Sartell), Dr. Don Fondow 
(district president), Nathaniel Brown, Robert 
Friedrich (emeritus),Tim Koch (Emanuel, 
Milbank, S.D.); (back row) Joshua Jones 
(Bethlehem, Rapid City, S.D.), Dennis O’Neill 
(Trinity, Nortonville), Noel Herr (St. John’s, 
Madison), Don Klatt (Immanuel and Trinity, 
Holloway), Reed Stockman (Zion, Morris) and 
Matt Canion (Redeemer, Wilmar).

From seminary to tri-parish

Rev. Stafford Thompson was ordained and in-
stalled as pastor of Hope, Munger (Cloquet) on 
June 27. A cake reception followed the service. 
Brown recently graduated from Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., and 
is serving his first call. Pictured from left are 
Revs. Walter Lehenbauer (emeritus), Rolf Preus 
(emeritus), Robert Franck (Mount Olive, Dulu-
th), Troy Peperkorn (Faith, Silver Bay), Stafford 
Thompson, Steve Benson (Zion, Brainerd), Matt 
Kohl (Our Redeemer, Cloquet), Jeffrey Kyler 
(Grace, Marble, and Mount Olive, Bovey).

Welcome, Pastor Thompson

Stephanie Wilde became an LCMS deaconess 
with her commissioning at her home congre-
gation, Immanuel, Parkers Prairie, on July 11. 
Rev. Kirk Lee officiated the commissioning.

Wilde has received a call to serve as deaconess 
and spiritual life coordinator at Dakota Boys 
& Girls Ranch, Fargo, N.D. She was installed 
on July 25.

Stephanie grew up in Parkers Prairie. She is 
a graduate of Concordia Theological Semi-
nary, Fort Wayne, Ind. She served a two-year 
internship in Puerto Rico.

Congratulations! Share your news with us!
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Summer 2021 kicked off at 
Lutheran Island Camp on May 
31 with the arrival of servant-

hearted college students for worship 
and a Memorial weekend barbecue. The 
summer programming included family 
camps and horse camps. The theme 
was “God of Wonder” and the campers 
learned about different miracles 
each day, ending with the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.

Campers were able to ride horses, shoot 
archery, throw hatchets, kayak/canoe 
and swim to their heart’s content.

About 500 campers came to the Island 
throughout the summer. Horse camps 
were full and classic camp numbers rose 
each week. Considering programming 
had to be canceled last summer, these 
numbers were incredible.

Isaac Roubinek shows off the sticker which reminds that Jesus heals.

Vacation Bible school at St. Paul’s, 
Hinckley, held July 19-23, was full 
of music, joy and energy. Most 

importantly, it was full of teaching and 
hearing God’s Word. There was a daily 
average of 25 children who enjoyed 
their class, music, snacks and playing 
with others.

There were many people on hand to 
lead, teach and help, including five 
married couples and a mother-and-son 
team. Many others brought snacks.

During the week, a total of $100 was 
collected that will be sent to the home-
less shelter in Pine City.

Jayne Maser, VBS director, noticed a 
child (in photo) with what she thought 

was a band-aid on his forehead. He 
explained that it was a sticker from the 
day’s lesson about how Jesus heals us. 
Indeed Jesus does heal us at times from 

our earthly illnesses, but Jesus certainly 
heals us all the time from the ultimate 
deadly illness, which is sin. Thanks be 
to God!

‘jesus heals’

VBS held at 
St. Paul’s, 
Hinckley

Lutheran Island Camp is a ministry 
that strives to nourish the whole person 
for joyful, Christ-centered life and ser-
vice. Summer 2021 reflected the mis-
sion in that the staff was able to serve 

and share God’s love to all the campers, 
young and old. Praise God for the way 
He continues to bless the ministry of 
Lutheran Island Camp.

Camp returned to summer schedule
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Counselor’s Corner

I forgot the fourth of July this year. 
It fell on a Sunday. It did not cross 
my mind until my wife asked if we 

were singing any hymns for our nation. 
Thankfully our organist obliged a 
last-minute change. 

In my 12 years in Canada, I forgot 
Thanksgiving (observed the second 
Monday of October) more than half of 
the time. For me, the fourth of July was 
the Fifth Sunday after Trinity. Thanks-
giving was the “umpteenth” Sunday after 
Pentecost. Sometimes I don’t mention 
mothers on Mother’s Day or fathers on 
Father’s Day because it is Ascension Day 
or Pentecost. (The dads usually don’t 
mind, but the moms get a little upset.)

Christians have a different calendar. We 
measure our days and mark our seasons 
not according to the world, but accord-
ing to the Word. Our calendar begins 
with Advent in December. Our first big 
holy day is Christ’s birth. The season 
of Epiphany then reveals that this man 
born of Mary is true God. Epiphany 

ends with the great manifestation of 
Jesus at His Transfiguration before 
Peter, James and John. Then we fast 
and pray and sacrifice during Lent as 
we follow Jesus to the cross. Lent leads 
into the Holy Days of Holy Week. The 
Lord gives us His Supper, offers Himself 
on the cross for our sins and rises from 
the dead. After 40 days of resurrection 
appearances, Jesus ascends into heaven. 
That first half of the church year is 
called the “half-year of our Lord.” 

The second half of the Christian 
calendar is called “the half-year of the 
Church.” The first half of our year re-
members the Bridegroom’s love for His 
bride. The second half describes how 
His bride (the church) receives His love 
and loves Him in return. This half-year 
begins with Pentecost, the preaching of 
the Word, repentance and 3,000 people 
being baptized. The season of Trinity or 
Pentecost teaches us about faith, prayer, 
good works, repentance, baptism, the 
Lord’s Supper, the office of the ministry, 
marriage, our bodies, beauty, truth and 
love. It ends by pointing our eyes toward 
the consummation, the wedding feast of 
the Lamb and His bride, the church.

In September, there are three minor 
festivals on the church calendar. Sept. 

14 is Holy Cross Day. It commemorates 
the sacrifice Christ made on the cross. 
We might call this the true Christian 
flag day, for the cross is the banner 
under which the church will triumph. 
Holy Cross day goes back to Sept. 14, 
335, when a fragment of the cross was 
supposedly found by Helena, mother 
of Emperor Constantine, during an 
excavation in Jerusalem on the site of 
Christ’s crucifixion. 

On Sept. 21, the church remembers St. 
Matthew, apostle and evangelist, and 
on Sept. 29 we observe St. Michael and 
All Angels. Ironically, the heroes on the 
church calendar are all servants. This 
once again shows us how different the 
church is from the world. 

Encourage your pastor to celebrate these 
festivals when they fall on or near a Sun-
day. You can see the church calendar on 
pages x and xi of Lutheran Service Book. 
Finally, don’t get upset when your pastor 
forgets the fourth of July or doesn’t 
preach about mothers on Mother’s Day. 
The church calendar teaches us that our 
hope is not in our days and deeds, but in 
the days and deeds of Christ.

In Christ • Rev. Bruce Timm 
Arrowhead Region Pastoral Counselor

Church festivals

The LWML welcomed 2,787 attend-
ees to the 39th Biennial Convention 
in Lexington, Ky., June 24-27. The 
voting body adopted a $2.15-million 
mission goal for the 2021-23 
biennium. This goal, by the grace of 
God, will fund 28 mission grants.

LWML Minnesota North District 
contributes 25 cents of every dollar 
collected to this mission goal. The 
list of the selected grants are avail-
able at lwml.org/mission-grants.

There were over 60 participants (pic-
tured) attending from the Minnesota 
North District. A bus with partici-
pants from the Minnesota North and 
North Dakota districts stopped at 
Ark Encounter on the return trip.

‘Running the race’


