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Over the Memorial Day weekend, St. 
John’s, Akeley, honored their members 
who served in the military by setting up 
a display of their uniforms and memora-
bilia. The congregation also shared the 
service history of their veterans. 

One of the more fascinating displays was 
on how the uniforms’ colors changed 
with the terrain of the countries where 
wars were fought. Dark green changed 
to a lighter color as conflict moved from 
jungles and forests in one country to a 
country with sand. A display also told the 
story of how a Japanese prisoner of war 
drew pictures of the settings around the 
prison and then sold the art for cigarettes.

A missing man table was set up to 
remember those who never returned. 
Everyone reflected on how the families 
and service members gave their time — 
and some of them their lives — to protect 
a free United States.

The Trinity, Isle, quilters presented special quilts 
to congregation members who graduated from high 
school in 2021. Pictured with Rev. Mark Maunula 
are Kate Peterson and Jake Dangers. Also receiving 
a quilt, but not pictured, was Mathew Kargel.

   Blankets were 
given to the high school 
graduates of Immanuel, 
Parkers Prairie, on May 
30. Tying the blankets 
was the first group proj-
ect for the Immanuel 
LWML since the COVID 
restrictions began. 
The ladies praise the 
Lord for His protection 
through the pandemic, 
and look forward to 
resuming their many 
activities. They also 
thank Thrivent for the 
Action Grant, which 
paid for the materials. 
From left are James 
Grant, Aiden Larson, 
Mason Schroeder, Riley 
Thoennes, Faith Alberts 
and Madison Welch.

Honoring veterans

God’s blessings, graduates
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Call Day 2021 services were held at Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW), 
Ind., and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis (CSL), 
in late April. The Minnesota North District was 
blessed to receive six pastoral candidates. 
We wish all of these church workers and their 
families God’s blessings as they pursue their 
vocations in our district.

Welcome to Minnesota North!

Zachariah Burgdorf 
Pastor 

First, Ely; Lutheran Church of the  
Good Shepherd, Babbitt

Stafford Thompson 
Pastor 

Hope, Munger (Cloquet)

Timothy Schmeisser 
Pastor 

Grace, Sebeka; Nimrod, Nimrod; 
Zion, North Germany

Ryan Pumphrey 
Pastor 

St. John’s, Villard  
Trinity, Grove Lake

Matthew Lorenz 
Associate Pastor 
Zion, Alexandria

Nathaniel Brown 
Pastor 
Trinity, Odessa  
Grace, Correll  
   Trinity, Bellingham

CSL

CTSFW

The congrega-
tion of St. John, 
Wheaton, wel-
comed this group 
into membership 
through the Rite 
of Adult Confirma-
tion on April 25. 
The new members 
are pictured with 
Rev. George  
Sagissor, who is 
serving as vacancy 
pastor of St. John 
and Immanuel, 
Monson Township.

Welcome!
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On May 2, Our Savior’s, McGregor, 
and St. John’s, Wright, celebrated 
the installation of their new pastor, 
Rev. John Thomson. Clergy who 
participated in the service were, 
from left, Revs. Travis Lauterbach 
(Emmanuel, Backus), Frank Milo 
(emeritus), John Thomson, Dr. Don 
Fondow (district president), Ron 
Carnicom (emeritus), Dr. Rick Hans 
(Living Savior, Lake Shore) and David 
Becker (St. John, Aitkin).

Pastor installed

The LWML Fergus Falls Zone 
Spring Rally, held at St. John’s, 
Barnesville, on May 15, focused 
on praying together using the 
LWML Prayer Service, “He 
Prayed With Them.” 

Following brunch, Ashley Lehr, 
LCMS missionary to Puerto 
Rico, shared about her work. 
Lehr is based in Mayaguez and 
serves as an outreach specialist. 
She helps grow the English as 
a Second Language program 
as part of the ongoing disaster 
response and outreach efforts. 

Members of Ebenezer, 
Leaf Valley, LWML assem-
bled birthday bags that 
were given to Outreach 
Food Shelf in Alexandria.
Each of the 32 bags con-
tained a box of cake mix, 
frosting, candles, plates, 
napkins and a small gift 
for the birthday boy or 
girl. Outreach Food Shelf 
distributes these bags 
to families with children 
age 12 and under who are 
having a birthday party.

Ebenezer ladies bring birthday joy

Ashley also helps with short-
term missionary teams serving 
in Puerto Rico.

The ingathering was for 
Barnesville’s food pantry. The 
servant event provided women 
an opportunity to use their gifts 
and talents to tie fleece blankets 
for the Ronald McDonald House 
in Fargo.

Taylor and Derek 
Grunewald helped bag 

and deliver the blankets.

Ladies ‘rally’ in Barnesville
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It is common knowledge that what 
you say can get you into trouble. In 
fact, some people are quite adept at 

putting their foot in their mouth. 

What we fail to say can also cause many 
problems. Scientists at a Canadian re-
search facility built a gun specifically to 
launch dead chickens at the windshields 
of commercial airplanes and military 
jets. The idea was to simulate the 
frequent collisions with airborne birds 
to test the strength of the windshields. 
NASA engineers heard about the gun 
and were eager to test it on the proto-
type windshields of their new rockets. 

Arrangements were made and the gun 
was sent to NASA engineers, with little 
communication on how to use it. When 
the gun was fired, the engineers stood 
shocked as the chicken was shot out of 
the barrel, crashed through the wind-
shield and hit one of the astronauts’ 
chairs, snapping off the backrest and 
then embedding itself in the back wall 
of the cabin. 

The horrified Americans sent the 
Canadian research facility the results of 
their test, along with the designs of the 
windshield, and begged the Canadian 
scientists for suggestions. The Canadi-
ans responded with a one-line memo: 
“Defrost the chicken first.” The moral of 
this story is don’t underestimate the im-
portance of good communication. It can 
help to avoid a lot of potential problems. 

We are all guilty when it comes to poor 
communication. For example, have 
you ever been upset with your spouse 
because they “should have known” 
something, even though you never 
communicated that fact to them? We 
do not always communicate our feelings 
well. When was the last time you told 
your loved ones what they mean to you? 
How often do you show your appreci-
ation to those people who you count 
as friends? Do you ever stop to thank 
those people who do their jobs so de-
pendably that you can rest assured that 

Communication
once given an assignment, they will see 
it through to completion? 

When it comes right down to it, a fair 
number of misunderstandings or hurt 
feelings are caused by poor communi-
cation. We misread someone’s tone of 
voice or body language, we hear what 
we want to hear, we read between the 
lines or make assumptions about what 
another person meant. Perhaps that is 
why the Bible tells us in James 1:19-20:

Know this, my beloved brothers: let 
every person be quick to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to anger; for the anger of 
man does not produce the righteous-
ness of God. 

This is wisdom we can all apply to our 
lives.

God knows all about our communication 
problems. Perhaps this is why He tells 
us so many times and in so many ways 
how much He loves and cares for us. 
Maybe this is why He repeats his offer of 
forgiveness over and over in the Bible. 

God wants us to understand how much 
He cares for us. He wants us to know 
that our salvation is assured because 

of Christ, who paid for our sins with 
his death on the cross. No matter what 
happens in our lives. we can be sure 
that God’s love for us does not wane. It 
says it plainly and clearly in John 3:16:

“ For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.”

Rev. Reed Stockman
Lakeland Region Pastoral Counselor

Counselor’s Corner

Congrats!
Quilters of 
St. John’s, 
Barnesville, 
honored 
high school 
graduates with 
homemade 
quilts. Pictured 
are, from left, 
Connor Nosal, 
Kaci Stage and 
Jadah Poepping.
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