
DISTRICT NEWS

MINNESOTA NORTH JUNE-JULY 2021  /  1

  /
 J

U
N

E
-J

U
LY

 2
0

2
1

Redeemer mem-
bers get every-
thing organized 
for distribution.

MINNESOTA NORTH

The LWML society of St. John’s, 
Montevideo, used the time of 
semi-lockdown over the sea-

sons of Christmas, Lent and Easter 
to be creative.  

Last December, because its annual 
Advent Tea had to be canceled, 
some women instead created a dis-
play based on LWML’s “A Christian 
Reading of the 12 Days of Christ-
mas.” Throughout the Christmas 
season, members of the congrega-
tions and community could walk 
through the display and conduct 
their own Bible study that was 
made available on each topic.

For the Lenten season, the con-
gregation was challenged to use 
their artistic talents to illustrate 
the “Valleys of Lent,” which was 
Rev. Kent Borglum’s Lenten and 
Holy Week sermon theme. Brief 
comments on each valley and ex-
hibit creator were provided in the 
Sunday bulletins.  

A variety of art mediums were 
used in these 10 exhibits, including 
a painting in watercolor, drawings 
in color pencils, a mosaic in glass 
tiles and portions of Handel’s 
Messiah. Like with the Christmas 
display, church members were 
invited to bring guests to view the 
displays and glean ideas for their 
own Bible-based art projects.

Our Redeemer, Moorhead, recently 
provided a drive-thru pantry for 
the community. In February, people 
generously donated enough products and 
money to fill 160 bags with non-perishable 
food, 105 bags with household and paper 
products and 65 bags with childcare items. 
Those in confirmation and cross-training 
classes, along with others, filled the bags 
following Lenten worship. 

Many volunteers helped carry the bags 
outside and serve the people of the com-

Drive-thru pantry blesses Moorhead

Creativity flows
in Montevideo

Volunteers of all 
ages provided 
curbside service.

munity as they came into the parking lot 
on March 15.  

God provided the most perfect spring day. 
Members enjoyed the sunshine, sand-
wiches and fellowship. Leftover food and 
household bags were given to Gladys Ray 
Shelter for the people the organization 
has placed in homes. Extra childcare bags 
were given to Perry Center and Wom-
en’s Care Center in Fargo. God blessed 
everyone as they were a blessing to the 
community.



2  /  MINNESOTA NORTH

DISTRICT NEWS

We love to feature a wide variety of events occur-
ring in all of our district congregations. All that is 
needed is a brief description of the event and one 
or two photos.

Please send submissions to the.lutheran.
witness@mnnlcms.org. You may also mail your 
submissions to Peace Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 
60, Finlayson, MN 55735, attn. Rev. Philip Hoppe.

Share your  
news with us!

Continuing one of their traditions during the pandemic, 
Trinity, Isle, members recently volunteered and packed 
nutritious meals at Feed My Starving Children in Coon 
Rapids. They packed 92 boxes of food, providing 19,872 
meals that will feed 54 children for a year, a dollar equiv-
alent of $4,769.  

Feed My Starving Children is a Christian non-profit 
organization providing bodily and spiritual sustenance to 
God’s starving children in the developing world.  

Pictured after their shift are, from left (front row) Miriam, 
Cadence and Thaddeus Mueller, Abigail Peterson, Aria Muel-
ler, LeAnn Gregoire; (back row) Bailey Geist, Dave Mueller, 
Lucas Peterson, Josiah Mueller, Laura Determan, Josh and 
Derek Peterson (holding son, Jeremy), Rev. Mark and Sharon 
Maunula, and Natalie and Andy Geist.

Mercy Meals
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Rom. 10:17 says:
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through 
the word of Christ.

Obviously, the main point of this verse is to remind us 
that God uses the speaking of His Word to create faith.

But sometimes congregations must consider the 
actual ability of people to hear those words. While not 
essential to the work of the Spirit, sound systems have 
been used for many years now to make sure that Word 
of Christ can be heard most easily.

Recently, the Peace, Finlayson, congregation decided 
to upgrade its sound system to get rid of some of the 
irregularities that were occurring. They also hoped 
that increased clarity would mean that everyone could 
hear the saving Word of God more easily.

They worked with KSG Sound and Video of Woodbury 
to design a system that would both provide good sound 
in the sanctuary and would work with the video system 
installed earlier in the year.

Part of getting ready for the installation was providing 
the means to reach the old central speaker and install 
the new speaker in its place. As pictured, the trust-
ees and other helpers installed scaffolding inside the 
church to accomplish this. It is always a blessing when 
members get to work together to improve the house 
of God.

They pray the Word of God will be heard clearly for 
years to come.

Trustee Ed Barnick 
braves the 
scaffolding to 
reach the top 
of the nave.

Word now comes through
LOUD AND CLEAR

Confirmed at Nicolai Lutheran Church, Canby, on Palm 
Sunday, March 28, were Sierra Duis (left) and Charli 
Christianson. They are pictured with Rev. Dean Rager, 
Nicolai pastor.

Confirmation in Canby

LWML members of Immanuel, rural Albany, assembled Sonshine 
bags to be delivered to shut-in members. Sonshine bags included 
everything yellow from lemon drops and yellow legal pads to dish 
scrubbers and much more.

It was great fun for them to find all these yellow items and to re-
flect God’s love to members of their congregation who are unable 
to attend church services.

This past year has proved a challenge for Immanuel’s LWML to 
meet and get together. In the fall, they met outside the church and 
the past few months has been through conference calls. It did help 
them keep in touch, but there is nothing like gathering in person.

‘Son shines’ in Albany



4  /  MINNESOTA NORTH

LWML

How much of our lives are 
influenced by numbers? 
Recently, it’s been all about 
numbers.

For example:
▶ 14-day quarantine
▶  Age 60 and older more susceptible to the 

virus
▶  The restrictions on businesses and personal 

freedom depended on the number of 
infections, hospitalizations and deaths.

▶  Every 30 days the governor renews his emergency control
▶ 3 rounds of COVID stimulus
▶ $2 trillion for an economic boost. 

So many numbers! And all of them under dispute by 
politicians and “experts.” 

The Inventor of numbers also makes use of them, both 
literally and symbolically. Let’s stick to His first and 
very basic numbers for us. It’s as easy as 1-2-3.

One: Jesus lived. God promised the Messiah and 
God’s people expected one. The Savior would be a light 
for the Gentiles and the glory of Israel (the Jews), the 
world’s two groups of people. Jesus’ three-fold mission 
began with perfect obedience to God. Easy as 1-2-3 for 
Jesus, right? No! Satan made Jesus his singular project. 
But Jesus resisted all temptations and He maintained 
His perfect obedience for us.

Two: Jesus died. This was no accident. Isaiah said 
beforehand:

He was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace. 

Six hours on the cross, speaking seven times, including, 
“It is finished.” It was the Father’s will that the one 
Savior drink that cup of suffering for us.

Three: Jesus rose. One and two would not do it on 
their own; they needed number three. Jesus promised: 

“Because I live, you also will live.” — John 14:19

His resurrection defeats death, sin and the devil. Our 
sin is a terminal condition, but thanks to Jesus, it’s not 
permanent. This is the faith, the hope and the peace 
given to you and me — the Holy Spirit has made it as 
easy as 1-2-3. 

It’s also easy enough to remember and share so that 
many will be part of the kingdom and family. Jesus 
lived, Jesus died, Jesus rose. God’s love for us is off the 
scale!   

Rev. Matthew Vrudny • Park Region Pastoral Counselor

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Count on it! 2021 LWML Retreat
August 13-15

Lutheran Island Camp, Henning

On Friday evening, Rev. Bruce Timm, 
pastor of Redeemer, St. Cloud, and Arrow-
head pastoral counselor, will lead a Bible 
study titled “Heaven is My Home?” 

On Saturday retreat participants will be 
engaged in a study of Ezra, led by Pastor 
Timm. Participants are encouraged to read 
Ezra prior to the retreat. 

Throughout the weekend there will be demonstrations, crafts and 
games that participants can enjoy during free time.

Bring a retreat first-timer and you will receive 10 percent off the 
registration price, and the first timer will receive 25 percent off the 
registration price. Also, young women ages 12-18 receive a  
25-percent discount.

Name: _____________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________________________
Email: ______________________________________________________
Special needs: ____________________________________________
Roommates: ______________________________________________
Check here if you are age 12-18 
Check here if you are a retreat first-timer 
Name of person bringing you: ___________________________

Registration deadline: Aug. 6 (no refunds after Aug. 8)
Make check payable to LWML Minn North District
 Before Aug. 6 After Aug. 6 
 Friday-Sunday $125 $135
 Friday-Saturday $75 $85
 Saturday Only $55 $65
Housing preference:  Cabin     Retreat Center
Send to:  Corles Rainer • 8813 71st Street SE 

Clear Lake, MN 55319
For more information, including schedule and what to bring, 
visit lwmlmnn.org, go to “Events” and select “District Retreats” 
from the drop-down menu.


