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I love living in the Minnesota North District, especially in the spring and summer.  Thousands of 

tourists come to our area to fish, swim, golf, ride the trails, bike, or go to concerts.  Think about it - 

they are coming to us, and most of them either don’t know Jesus as their Savior, or are not active in 

the faith.  

Is your church prepared for all these visitors?  How many of these people will you encounter in some 

fashion?  How might God use you to introduce them to the forgiveness of sins and new life found in 

Jesus? How might your church make a connection with them?   

You never know how God might use you to bring some hope and forgiveness into someone’s life.    

In Acts 8:26-40, there is a great account of God using Philip to witness to an Ethiopian man who had 

traveled from Gaza to Jerusalem.  (Look it up and read it - it’s a terrific story).  An angel of the Lord 

sent Philip to share the Gospel with this man and he became a Christian that very day.  Christians 

living in Ethiopia point to the his conversion as the start of Christianity’s spread in their country.   

What a glorious Savior we have. His love and forgiveness is a life changer.  How might God use you 

to bring this love into one more person’s life?   

It’s time for your church to start thinking about ways you can connect to all these visitors coming to 

your community.  Does your town have special events for vacationers where you can help?  Are your 

church times readily apparent for visitors?  Could you offer campsite services in the summer?  How 

about volunteering at a lake and help people launching their boats?  The opportunities are endless.  

Get creative and see how God might use YOU and your church.   

If you are stumped for an idea, give me a call at 218-829-1781 and I promise to give you three good 

ones.   

Now is the time! 

In Christ, 

Parish Life Facilitator 



DISTRICT NEWS 

INSTALLATION AT ST. JOHN, KROSCHEL 

Rev. Tim Schiller was installed at St. John Lutheran Church 

(Kroschel), Hinckley, MN on January 3, 2021. 

Pictured are: Rev. Brad Vogt (Emmanuel, Barnum & St. Peter, 

Moose Lake), Rev. Brady Finnern (District Vice President and 

Installer), Rev. Tony Cloose (Zion, Mora), Rev. Philip Hoppe (Peace, 

Finlayson & St. Paul, Bruno), Rev. Tim Schiller, Rev. Mark Maunula 

(Trinity, Isle), Rev. Michael Metzler (St. Paul, Hinckley), Rev. Loren 

Vogler (em. Sandstone), and Rev. Richard Langhorst (Immanuel, 

Giese & Trinity, Sandstone).  

INSTALLATION AT OUR SAVIOR, MCGREGOR & 

ST. JOHN, WRIGHT 

Rev. John Thomson was installed at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 

McGregor, MN and St. John Lutheran Church, Wright, MN on May 

2, 2021. 

Pictured are: Rev. Travis Lauterbach (Emmanuel, Backus), Rev. 

Frank Milo (em. Pine River), Rev. John Thomson, Rev. Don Fondow 

(District President and Installer), Rev. Ron Carnicom (em. 

Hackensack), Rev. Richard Hans (Living Savior, Lake Shore), and Rev. 

David Becker (St. John, Aitkin). 

LUTHERAN BIBLE TRANSLATORS 

Rev. Tilahun Mendedo, former President of Concordia, Selma now 

working with  Lutheran Bible Translators and Abie Hagen visited the 

District Office. They are pictured here with President Fondow and 

Rev. Jeff Lee, Mission and Ministry Facilitator for Mission and 

Congregational Outreach (MaCO).  

DISTRICT OFFICE RECEIVES A FACE-LIFT 

The Board of Directors met for their regular meeting on May 2-3, 

2021 in the newly updated Conference Room at the District Office. 

The new wood paneled ceiling, LED lighting and fresh coat of paint 

have really freshened up our meeting space. We were blessed to 

have the whole group here in person after a year of online meeting 

options. 



Bring it Home - The Life of Christ is a 30 

day Devotional that follows the life of 

Jesus Christ from Bethlehem to the 

resurrection.  All you need is your Bible 

and the new Devotional. 

If you have young children who are 

learning to read, there is even an “Arch 

Book” option. The set of 30 Arch books 

perfectly complement the daily devotions 

and can be ordered directly from CPH. 

To learn more, download the Devotional 

and purchase the Life of Christ—Arch 

Book Set visit bringithome.church today! 

MINNESOTA NORTH 
DISTRICT STUDENT AID 
GRANTS - APPLY BY MAY 
15TH 

Aid is available to students preparing for 

full-time church work at any of our 

Synodical schools. Applications must be 

received by May 15 EACH YEAR. 

Application forms may be obtained from 

your Financial Aid Office or downloaded 

at the CUS Website. 

After the form is completed, it must be 

returned to your Financial Aid Officer. 

They will submit the completed form to 

the District.  

OUR GOD NEVER 

CHANGES 

Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday and today and forever.” 

Change is not easy, and this school year has 

been filled with it. Many new learning 

modifications were put in place, along with 

safety protocols, preparedness plans, and so 

much more. And although this school year held some anxiety and apprehension it was 

also filled with joy and blessings. At Immanuel Lutheran School in Walker, MN, we were 

able to conduct in-person learning all year.  It was so good to see our students face-to-

face! Most importantly we had the privilege of sharing the Gospel message with our 

students daily. We had the opportunity to remind students and families that God is still in 

control, that He loves them, that He died for them, that even though school may look a 

little different God never changes, and His love endures forever.  

This year, more than ever, we are so 

thankful for your prayers and support. 

The funds raised through CROSS have 

helped our schools purchase much 

needed resources for students and 

staff. We are truly grateful for your 

continued support and 

encouragement. Even in the midst of 

trying times, your partnership in the 

mission and ministry of MN North 

Lutheran Schools is helping to share 

Jesus with families today, tomorrow, 

and forever. We can rest assured in God’s promise that He will always be with us. He is 

the same today as He was yesterday and will be the same tomorrow. 

In Christ’s unchanging Love, 

Immanuel Lutheran School Staff and Students. 

ENCLOSED TRAILER FOR 
LWML STORAGE 
The MN North LWML is looking to buy an 

inexpensive 6X12 ft. enclosed trailer for 

storing and transporting convention 

items. If you know of one for sale, please 

contact LWML President Kathy Brandt at 

kathyrae56510@yahoo.com or at 218-766

-1135. Must be in good condition and 

ready to use.  

IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS FOR 

CHURCHES TO KEEP  

There are certain documents all churches 

should keep in an important place for 

future reference. File-Stamped Formation 

Document, and Amendments: For any 

church that is incorporated, it is important 

to retain a copy of the Articles of 

Incorporation, or Certificate of 

Incorporation, that was filed with the state 

or county. Once filed, this document will… 

LEARN MORE >> 

IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS FOR 

MINISTERS TO KEEP  

Important Documents for Ministers to 

Keep  There are certain documents all 

people should keep in an important place 

for future reference, such as a birth 

certificate, a social security card, or a last 

will and testament. For ministers, there are 

a few other important documents that 

should be retained and kept in a safe 

place.... LEARN MORE >> 
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As a pastor there is always more to know 

and there is always a need to refresh. 

Perhaps even more after being put through 

the pandemic  wringer this past year.  

The DOXOLOGY Classic program provides 

pastors with advanced training for the care 

of souls. The Classic program is 

a comprehensive experience of applied 

learning through a series of three 

conference retreats. 

The Classic program combines lecture, 

discussion, mentoring, case study analysis, 

and individual consultation – all wrapped in 

rich corporate worship under the leadership 

of a pastor in residence.  

Access a three minute overview of the 

entire program here. 

Classic program starting July 19-22 this 

summer in Buffalo, Minnesota. 

Generous grants allow us to subsidize the 

cost of this training experience reducing it 

to less than half the regular price. Special 

financial plans may be arranged upon 

inquiry. 

Contact us if you have any questions about 

the program or funding. We want to make 

this happen for you. 

For additional information and to register, 

visit doxology.us. 

In Christ, 

Rev. David C. Fleming 

Executive Director for Spiritual Care 

Dr. Beverly K. Yahnke 

Executive Director for Christian Counsel 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR 

REV. RON TIBBETTS 

Rev. Ronald Tibbetts (em. Aitkin) passed 

away on April 9. 2020. A graveside service 

at Lakewood Cemetery in Aitkin took 

place at that time. 

A Memorial Service will be held on Friday, 

August 6, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. at St. John 

Lutheran Church in Aitkin.  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE MN NORTH DISTRICT LIFE COORDINATOR 
Rev. Jason Wolter, Benson, MN 

Last Sunday, I gave a presentation on “end-

of-life” issues.  Some of that presentation 

had to do with the proposed “Physician 

Assisted Suicide” (PAS) bill that has passed 

in the MN House of Representatives.  I 

urged the people, who had gathered to hear 

me to oppose that bill for a variety of 

reasons.  One of the reasons I gave was that 

it would confirm the worst fears of our 

elderly citizens: that their lives are a 

burden... and that they (and everyone else) 

would be better off if they were dead.  

Clearly that is a lie of the devil.  But what 

other conclusion could a person reach, 

when the culture- and the government- 

both agree that, for them, death is better 

than life? 

Of those who support PAS, most of their 

reasons for wanting the right to kill 

themselves (with a doctor’s “help”) center 

around the reality: that they can’t do what 

they used to be able to do.  It’s true: as we 

get older, we can’t do all the things that we 

used to be able to do.  But that does not, 

and should not, in any way cause someone 

to feel like their life has less value than it 

had before.  Our worth doesn’t come from 

our abilities; it comes from Christ: who 

proved just how precious we are... by 

exchanging His life for our own.  We are not 

our own; we were bought with a price- the 

greatest price that was ever paid! 

When I was in high school- and then, again, 

in college- I worked in nursing homes.  And, 

since becoming a pastor, I have visited 

thousands of other elderly residents of 

nursing homes.  So I understand why they 

might feel “useless” at times.  It’s a lie, of 

course; but I understand why some people 

are tempted to believe it.  To anyone who 

was lamenting- at all the things that they 

can’t do- I would just ask this one, simple 

question: can you pray?   

Is there any more necessary- or good- thing 

for a Christian to do... than to pray?  We all 

know that we should do more of it; but we 

don’t.  We usually blame that on our lack of 

time.  Well, if you’re not able to play 

sports... or to travel the world... or even 

drive a car: you can still pray.  If you can’t 

see... or hear... or talk... you can still pray!  

Even if you can’t move (as tragic as that 

would be), you can still pray.   

Speaking as a pastor, believe me: we need 

your prayers!  Pastors aren’t the only ones, 

though; there are also other church 

members... politicians... police officers... 

teachers... students... and especially the 

people who are caring for you: they all need 

your prayers, too!  James, the brother of 

Jesus, was inspired by God’s Spirit to write, 

“The prayer of a righteous person has great 

power as it is working.”  Prayer does work!  

That’s why God tells us to pray... and why- 

out of love for our neighbors, as well as 

ourselves- we should all be striving to do 

more of it!     

No one is useless or worthless.  Christ 

proved that... and His Spirit continually 

confirms it.  But, for those who are 

wrestling with the lies that Satan is telling 

them, there is a bit of advice I would offer... 

that might help them to keep things in 

perspective: “No one can do everything; but 

everyone can do something.”  Now, as I said, 

our ability- to do anything- does not 

determine our value or worth.  But for 

those who think that they can’t be useful, or 

helpful, in God’s Kingdom; perhaps that 

saying will encourage them to reconsider 

just how much they really do have to offer. 

That saying is also true for all kinds of other 

“Life” issues: we may not be able to do 

everything... but all of us can do something.  

In the case of abortion, we can vote for Pro-

Life candidates.  Or we can adopt a child (or 

children): so that no life will ever be 

considered “disposable”.  And, in all things, 

we should pray that God would end this 

terrible practice... and convince every 

human heart- that every other human life is 

precious- no matter what stage of its 

development. 

In the case of government decrees that will 

harm our kids (such as teaching Critical Race 

Theory in schools) or legalize the 

persecution of Christians (which the 

Equality Act will do), again: we can vote for 

candidates who will oppose those tools of 

the devil.  Or we can teach our children to 

know what God’s Word says, so that they 

will not be led astray by those trying to 

deceive them.  We can also make our 

relationships with the Lord such a priority 

for our families, that they will be ready and 

willing to suffer all, even death, rather than 

cast away their crosses and refuse to bear 

them.  And, again, we can pray... and call on 

God to make His will to be done: on earth as 

it is in Heaven. 

Regardless of the “Life” issue, starting a Life 

Team is one of the best ways that Christian 

lay people can come together- and work 

together- to address the issues that matter 

most to them.  I’m so excited that, within 

the last 6 months, two new congregations 

have contacted me about starting Life 

Teams in their churches!  And I pray that 

more will be coming forward in the months 

to come!  These teams give people the 

opportunity to use the gifts that God has 

given them: to accomplish the ministries 

that matter most to them.   

Dear friends in Christ, whether or not you 

choose to start a Life Team at your church, 

please know that you do have a role to 

play... and gifts to share.  You are not 

useless, no matter what Satan tells you.  

Therefore, keep on doing what you can to 

receive God’s gifts of grace... and then, 

strengthened and led by His Spirit, love your 

neighbor in whatever way you can: even if 

“all” you can do is pray!   



You are invited to join 

Dr. Reed Lessing, 

Professor of Theology 

& Ministry at 

Concordia University 

St. Paul, and Rev. 

Nabil Nour, a native 

of Israel, born in 

Nazareth, for the 

experience of a 

lifetime as these 

scholars lead you on a tour of the Holy Land from December 27, 2021 to January 7, 2022. Visit 

www.csp.edu/center-for-biblical-studies for pricing, itinerary, and reservation information or 

email Dr. Lessing at lessing@csp.edu or Rev. Nour at preachermanfootwasher@gmail.com. 

GATHERING UPDATES 

We are on the way to 2022! 

Gathering planners, adult leaders and 

others continue to pray for you and 

your youth during the planning 

process. Our first round of Adult 

Leader Resources titled, “START 

HERE!” are now available to help you 

prepare for In All Things! 

ADULT LEADER RESOURCES 

NOW AVAILABLE 

Adult Leader Resources are now 

available on the Gathering website 

(https://lcmsgathering.com/

resources/). Youth workers and lay 

leaders have worked together to 

bring content to prepare your group 

for the 2022 LCMS Youth Gathering. 

  

“START HERE!” resources include 

content for both seasoned youth 

leaders and first time leaders. These 

resources include: 

 Gathering Key Terms 

 Sample Planning Timeline 

 Gathering Budget Tool 

 Talking Points 

 Gathering Thematic 

Development 

 Selecting Your Adult Leaders 

 Fundraising Ideas 

 Things to Do in Houston 

Resources will continue to be added 

to the website as we get closer to our 

time together in Houston. 

 

DOWNLOAD ADULT 

LEADER RESOURCES 

High school men and women interested in 

attending Concordia Seminary, St. Louis are 

invited to Vocatio June 19-24 on campus. This 

free, weeklong retreat provides prospective 

students the opportunity to explore God’s 

calling and direction for them as they 

experience Seminary life. 

Attendance at this in-person retreat will be 

limited to ensure appropriate group size, and 

all health and safety guidelines will be followed 

to ensure the well-being of all participants. 

During this retreat, participants will engage in 

theological conversation, hear from Seminary 

professors and attend a virtual Concordia 

University System college fair. Group sessions 

will focus on thoughtful conversation about the 

Lutheran faith, aspects of vocation and the call 

to pastoral or diaconal ministry. Participants 

also will walk through the admissions process, 

learn about the St. Louis area and have some 

fun and recreation. 

“After a difficult year, I’m looking forward to 

meeting everyone in-person this June. We will 

pray, study Scripture, build fellowship, 

experience life as a student at Concordia 

Seminary, and learn what it means to serve 

God’s people through pastoral and diaconal 

ministry,” said Rev. Micah Glenn, director of 

Recruitment. 

The deadline to register is June 5. Interested 

participants can learn more and sign up at 

csl.edu/vocatio. Vocatio is one of many 

visitation events for prospective students held 

throughout the year that provide a preview of 

the Seminary’s ministerial formation 

experience. Individual visits also can be 

scheduled. To learn more, contact the Seminary 

at 800-822-9545 or admit@csl.edu, or visit 

csl.edu/admissions.  

Prospective students and those who refer them 
are also encouraged to check out Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis’ new podcast, “Under the 
Fig Tree.” 

Hosted by Associate Provost Dr. Benjamin 
Haupt and Director of Recruitment Rev. Micah 
Glenn, “Under the Fig Tree” launched March 5. 
With a focus on recruitment, the podcast aims 
to share meaningful content with men and 
women who are considering enrollment. 

About Concordia Seminary 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis provides Gospel-
centered graduate-level theological education for 
pastors, missionaries, deaconesses, scholars and 
other leaders in the name of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS). To learn more, visit csl.edu. 

Vocatio retreat for high school students set for June 19-24 
On-campus visit helps student explore the call to ministry 
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http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=VHzvoZj9i0lAdL3xs7MUGFQHgxfHvtcE7tYz6raEcJJoXeLete6R7XFSMFd0uwUb-2FTJ0G1XI5DA7jw79On18RA-3D-3DrZwd_1zgf5ZEuJ7m0TBLDaFz2EKC3YLjXiOvv1J7SUypXQ3pUv9ctBARh12Zgmr2-2B-2Fy8obPSFMZbuFTNV7jYVLRCLjfJu-2FLOhb3Gl69zyg
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=VHzvoZj9i0lAdL3xs7MUGFQHgxfHvtcE7tYz6raEcJLC39vD0PbTQdGzT1yh8UON6N2dwA960LsTLsfdvoIgaA-3D-3DFw1X_1zgf5ZEuJ7m0TBLDaFz2EKC3YLjXiOvv1J7SUypXQ3pUv9ctBARh12Zgmr2-2B-2Fy8obPSFMZbuFTNV7jYVLRCLjfJu-2FLOhb3Gl69zygFT
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=VHzvoZj9i0lAdL3xs7MUGFQHgxfHvtcE7tYz6raEcJLC39vD0PbTQdGzT1yh8UON6N2dwA960LsTLsfdvoIgaA-3D-3DFw1X_1zgf5ZEuJ7m0TBLDaFz2EKC3YLjXiOvv1J7SUypXQ3pUv9ctBARh12Zgmr2-2B-2Fy8obPSFMZbuFTNV7jYVLRCLjfJu-2FLOhb3Gl69zygFT
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=Q71GsUdvII6PEbYkvuNjkU4NFGlqM1J8UA3wgTNSU8Y-3DAGTX_1zgf5ZEuJ7m0TBLDaFz2EKC3YLjXiOvv1J7SUypXQ3pUv9ctBARh12Zgmr2-2B-2Fy8obPSFMZbuFTNV7jYVLRCLjfJu-2FLOhb3Gl69zygFTSo-2F4u2C23ThVOXxt-2Fbj6dcG6HJldE7eVePn92ffw8f
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=Q71GsUdvII6PEbYkvuNjkU4NFGlqM1J8UA3wgTNSU8Y-3DAGTX_1zgf5ZEuJ7m0TBLDaFz2EKC3YLjXiOvv1J7SUypXQ3pUv9ctBARh12Zgmr2-2B-2Fy8obPSFMZbuFTNV7jYVLRCLjfJu-2FLOhb3Gl69zygFTSo-2F4u2C23ThVOXxt-2Fbj6dcG6HJldE7eVePn92ffw8f
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=Q71GsUdvII6PEbYkvuNjkUEYeIYBV3AQgrlNhcrIur8-3DWCuy_1zgf5ZEuJ7m0TBLDaFz2EKC3YLjXiOvv1J7SUypXQ3pUv9ctBARh12Zgmr2-2B-2Fy8obPSFMZbuFTNV7jYVLRCLjfJu-2FLOhb3Gl69zygFTSo-2F4u2C23ThVOXxt-2Fbj6dcG6HJldE7eVePn92ffw8f


All congregations must submit their 

2020 Statistics & Lay Leader Report by 

May 31, 2021, at lc.lcms.org.  

Many thanks to the MN North District 

congregations who have submitted their 

end-of-year statistics on the LCMS 

Information Support Network (LISN) for 

congregations. Be sure to also update your 

lay leaders and their email addresses. 

These will be important to your 

congregation receiving timely reminders to 

participate in Synod governance 

throughout the convention cycle. 

Click here if your congregation did not 

receive the original email (sent January 20, 

2021). 

In an effort  to achieve unanimous 

participation, the deadline has been 

extended again. This report is essential as 

Synod plans future ministry efforts and 

determines proper voting representation at 

Conventions, among other things. The LISN 

database, which is designed to provide 

better service. 

For help logging into the online system, 

email rosters.stats@lcms.org or call 888-

843-5267. Remember, the submission 

deadline is April 30, 2021. Thank you!  

Dear Friends, 

Our annual creation conference theme is 

"The Origin of Life," and it is free again this 

year. The date is Saturday, June 5, and it will 

begin at 9 a.m., ending at about 4 p.m. One 

day only. Dr. Kevin Anderson of the Creation 

Research Society is our primary speaker. Dr. 

Locklair and I will also present. My topic will 

bring C. S. Lewis and creation together. 

I will send a Zoom invitation with the link to 

the conference in the week prior to the 

conference. 

Please visit our website for an online 

registration form 

at www.societyofcreation.org . You will be 

given an opportunity to make a donation of 

a recommended amount of ten dollars. 

More information appears on our website in 

the "Conferences" link, including speakers, 

the titles of their talks, and more detail on 

the schedule. I hope we can meet in June on 

Zoom. 

Joel Heck, Conference Registrar 

The April 2021 issue of Reaching Rural 

America for Christ, the newsletter from 

LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission, dis-

cusses the importance of strategic 

planning for congregations. 

This issue also provides advice for 

church workers on serving the Lord 

faithfully while avoiding compassion 

fatigue and burnout. 

Also, the newsletter offers information 

about free monthly webinars, “Youth 

Ministry in the Age of COVID-19” at 1 

p.m. on Thursday, June 24. 

Webinars are also available to watch 

on demand. 

Read newsletter 

Visit lcms.org/rstm to learn more  

about this ministry and the  

resources it provides. 

New free resource for sharing the Gospel 

During these turbulent times, a central 

message that everyone needs to hear is 

“Jesus Never Fails!” And now, the 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation has this 

short devotional booklet available at no 

cost to you in a variety of languages, for 

outreach to immigrants in your 

community or for short-term mission trips. 

To read the English edition (great for shut-

ins and hospital visits), click HERE. This 

booklet is also available in languages like 

Haitian Creole, Spanish, French, Swahili, 

Russian and Vietnamese. PDFs are 

available at LHFmissions.org/publications; 

email your order for printed copies to 

info@LHFmissions.org. 

https://mnsdistrict.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b62e86201269bbd2aa204e5df&id=84a9ef08ac&e=ca49f0d524
https://mnsdistrict.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b62e86201269bbd2aa204e5df&id=57524c6b21&e=ca49f0d524
https://mnsdistrict.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b62e86201269bbd2aa204e5df&id=57524c6b21&e=ca49f0d524
https://mnsdistrict.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b62e86201269bbd2aa204e5df&id=3120306a6a&e=ca49f0d524
https://mnsdistrict.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b62e86201269bbd2aa204e5df&id=1cf46e3527&e=ca49f0d524
mailto:rosters.stats@lcms.org
http://www.societyofcreation.org/
https://calendar.lcms.org/event/webinar-youth-ministry-in-the-age-of-covid-19/
https://calendar.lcms.org/event/webinar-youth-ministry-in-the-age-of-covid-19/
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/rural-and-small-town-mission/webinars
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/rural-and-small-town-mission/webinars
https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=pYPNkBGelMardYtJOzZWCbIK7pmOt8ab
http://www.lcms.org/rstm
https://media.lhfmissions.org/file/lhf-missions/pdfs/English-LHF-Jesus-Never-Fails-booklet-1.pdf
mailto:info@LHFmissions.org


MISSIONARY MINUTES 

REV. DR. DAN & DR. 

JOAN JASTRAM Pastor 

Jastram is the Asia 

Lutheran Resource 

Coordinator: Making 

Lutheran resources of 

theology and worship 

available in all of Asia. He shares: “Good 

news! Our Japanese Lutheran resource project 

has just completed the halfway mark in our 

translation of Walther’s Law and Gospel. We 

are grateful for our supporters. Thank you! 

Learn more about their work HERE.  Become a 

partner HERE.  

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH AND SCHOOL, COTTON TREE 

LIBERIA The MN North District continues to partner with 

Good Shepherd in sharing the Gospel with the people of 

Liberia. The school is bursting at the seams with a waiting list 

to accept students and continues to need funds for teacher 

salaries and generator replacement. Pastor Kollie was 

recently in the US studying at Concordia Theological 

Seminary and is pictured here with President Fondow and Pastor Dennis McManus during his visit to the MN North District.  He thanks the 

MN North Congregations who generously contributed to his education costs. Pastor Kollie is pursuing a Doctorate Degree at CTS, Fort 

Wayne, IN, with hopes of then teaching pastors in Liberia. Jamesetta Kollie, a 2019 CSP grad is working towards a Master’s Degree. Gifty 

Kollie (deaconess student at CUC) and Diane (in high school at Concordia Academy, Roseville, MN) are also studying in the US with plans to 

return to Liberia to use their education. Donations (specifically designate on the memo line) can be sent to: MN North District, PO Box 604, 

Brainerd, MN 56401.  

PUERTO RICO FORO The team in Puerto Rico continues to share the Gospel with the 

people of Mayaquez and Ponce. Sunday, May 2, was Deaconess Intern Stephanie 

Wilde's last Sunday with us here in Puerto Rico. We are so thankful for her service and 

time here. Please keep Stephanie in your prayers as she heads back to Concordia 

Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne for graduation in a few weeks!  For those of you 

who were able to join our Spring Foro, you heard the news that the Lehman family will 

be joining our missionary team this Summer! We are very excited and blessed to have 

the Lehmans with us. Rev. Adam Lehman, his wife, Christine, and their children, 

Hannah, Noah, Abigail, and Jonah have been serving in Spain for the last six years as 

LCMS Missionaries. Please keep them 

in your prayers as they transition 

from one mission field to another. 

Check out their missionary 

page HERE! Contribute to the 

FORO. Read James & Christel 

Neuendorf’s latest newsletter HERE. 

Follow the teams on Facebook HERE 

and HERE or visit their websites: 

Prince of Peace and Fountain of Life. 

DR. JIM AND SUSAN KAISER are 

excited to extend the partnership 

between Lutheran Bible Translators 

and the Ethiopian Evangelical Church 

Mekane Yesus (EECMY).  Jim consults 

with six different translation projects 

and Susan provides care to other 

missionaries.  Susan is a former 

member of 

Redeemer 

Lutheran 

Church in 

Willmar. Learn 

more  HERE. 

PROJECT 24 & CHRIST’S CARE FOR CHILDREN - KENYA Project 24 

Kenya started between the LCMS Office of International Mission 

and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya. It provides 

boarding facilities so vulnerable children have the opportunity to 

successfully complete primary or secondary school. Pictured here 

are graduates from the Nyambiri Site who finished their school 

year in March. They will now move on to secondary school. 

Project 24 is excited to announce that the Kakamega Site will 

open on or around July 1st with the beginning of a new school 

year! This 8th Project 24 location is partially funded by the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya.  Total Number of Students 

at the P24 sites: 190 children; Number of Students Sponsored as to date: 136. Find Project 24 on 

Facebook HERE. Find the P24 Newsletter HERE. Sponsor a child HERE.  

Support for any of these missionaries can be 

sent to:   Minnesota North District—LCMS,  

PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN 56401 —earmarked 

for the specific mission or missionary. 

https://mcusercontent.com/49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91/files/820cf83e-b109-46fd-91b3-41564e7d4db5/2021.05.Jastram_Asia_Newsletter.pdf
https://jastrams.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91&id=1d47a8fe30&e=345b4fa2d1
https://www.lcms.org/lehman
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/puerto-rico-foro
https://mcusercontent.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/files/c7df9ebd-7cde-411e-a346-8a2fb52a711b/04.2021.01.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/iglesialuterana.fuentedevida/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.facebook.com/ilpdp/
http://www.principedepazpr.org
https://www.fuentedevidapr.org/
https://lbt.org/project/jim-susan-kaiser/
https://www.facebook.com/Project24Kenya
https://mcusercontent.com/7632c42424c67f7addaf5fed2/files/3bf97fe6-7d55-4557-8081-eec92b304606/March_newsletter.pdf
https://www.lcms.org/make-a-gift/christs-care-for-children-kenya


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

July 13, 2021  LWML Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 

August 11-12, 2021 New Worker Orientation, District Office 

August 30-31, 2021 Circuit Visitors Conference, District Office 

September 19-20, 2021 MN North District BOD Meeting, District Office 

September 25, 2021 Lutheran Layman’s League Annual Conference 

   Featuring Rev. Fred Hinz 

September 26-28, 2021 MN North District Fall Pastors Conference,  

   Lutheran Island Camp 

December 5-6, 2021 MN North District BOD Meeting, District Office 

May 9-11, 2022  MN North District Convention, Brainerd 

MN NORTH 
RESOURCES AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The MN North District Convention has been 

rescheduled to May 9-11, 2022 at Madden’s in 

Brainerd. Information regarding the continued 

nomination and registration process will be 

available this fall. 

Concordia Plans is invested in the long-term 

health and wellness of workers and their family 

members, offering benefits and solutions that 

care for them throughout their lives. The 

Concordia Health Plan offers a comprehensive 

suite of health care and wellness benefits that 

meet the needs of your ministry, your workers 

and their family members so everyone can be 

well to serve well – including medical, wellness, 

mental health and prescription drug coverage. 

LEARN MORE>> 

For decades, polling has shown that the general 

public favors changing the way the government 

pays for the education of our children in 

elementary and high schools. They would like to 

see it change from a mechanism that funds a 

system (the public-school system—adults) to 

one that funds children and their educational 

needs. We often call this different mechanism 

“parental choice” or “school choice. ”Find more 

on the blog HERE. 

Main Street Living 

continues to reach out 

with televised worship 

services in the Twin 

Cities, Fargo and Sioux 

Falls markets. Visit 

mainstreetliving.com 

MSL Northland is 

reaching out to a large 

audience in the Duluth 

Market every week. Visit 

mslnorthland.com 

In the past month I have seen attacks on 

people’s email.  The purpose of these 

attacks is to gather usernames and 

passwords and  then use these accounts 

to send out email to people in your 

contact list to either gain more 

usernames and passwords or to ask 

things of your contacts.  The scam often 

asks for things like gift cards or more 

personally identifiable information  

The method of attack uses either Google 

Drive or OneDrive to share a file in the 

account of the person and then they 

send out a link to that shared file to the 

people in their contacts, some even bring 

in lists of other people to send to as 

well.  When you click the Open button to 

open the shared file from either Google 

Drive or One Drive it will prompt you to 

sign in to access the file.   

An example of how one of 

those messages look is 

seen here. 

The “Someone” as shown 

here would be the name 

of the person, probably 

familiar to you, who sent 

this file. “Business Name” 

is the name of the 

Business or Organization 

that the file was sent from, which will 

also probably be familiar. 

While Microsoft usually takes down 

these shared files quickly it does take 15-

30 minutes sometimes longer before 

they see them and can remove 

them.  Google, also is searching for these 

types of files and tries to remove them as 

quickly as possible.  Sadly, most Spam 

prevention tools cannot determine that 

these are bad, since it is a valid file 

sharing link not something fake.  It is 

hard to tell the good from the bad in 

how the links are encoded. 

Please be careful, even with people you 

are working with and if any file shared 

prompts for a password check with an IT 

professional to verify the source.   

From Northern Illinois District IT Professional, Michael Spice:  

https://www.concordiaplans.org/our-solutions/health-wellness-benefits
https://www.mnsdistrict.org/engaged-in-mission/2021/3/3/what-is-the-equality-act
https://www.mainstreetliving.com/
https://www.mslnorthland.com/home/?fbclid=IwAR0iCksDW8YGjT8kOKdxEP7XG4g-5xCLNrpf96mLi7OR7Nm8YHqK9nxRpQM


CALLS ACCEPTED 

ALEXANDRIA, Zion - Candidate Matthew Lorenz intends to accept the Call pending seminary 

graduation. 

BELLINGHAM/CORRELL/ODESSA, Trinity/Grace/Trinity - Candidate Nathaniel Brown intends to 

accept the Call pending seminary graduation. 

CLOQUET (Munger), Hope - Candidate Stafford Thompson intends to accept the Call pending 

seminary graduation. 

ELY/BABBITT, First/Good Shepherd - Candidate Zachariah Burgdorf intends to accept the Call 

pending seminary graduation. 

LAKE GEORGE, Trinity - Rev. Philip Houser, Papillion, NE accepted the Call. Installation 6/6/21. 

ST. CLOUD, Holy Cross - Rev. Zachary Hoffman, Gainsville, GA accepted the Call. 

SEBEKA/NIMROD/N. GERMANY TWP, Grace/Nimrod/Zion - Candidate Timothy Schmeisser 

intends to accept the Call pending seminary graduation. 

VILLARD/GROVE LAKE, St. John/Trinity - Candidate Ryan Pumphrey intends to accept the Call 

pending seminary graduation.. 

ZIMMERMAN, Faith Community - Rev. Jacob Gillard, Cambridge, MN accepted the Call. Installation 

5/23/21. 

 

CALLING CONGREGATIONS   

AKELEY, St. John 

ALBANY, Immanuel (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. David Steege) 

ALEXANDRIA, Good Shepherd (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. James Walburg) 

BARNESVILLE, St. John’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Gary Rehborg) - Called Rev. Christopher Vossler, 

McFarland, KS. 

EDEN VALLEY, St. Paul (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jack Baumgarn) 

ESKO, St. Matthews (Associate)  

GARRISON, Shepherd of the Lake  

HENNING, St. Paul (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Ron Jobe) Called Rev. Mark Moldenhauer, Brenham, TX. 

He declined the Call. 

HERMANTOWN, Peace in Christ (Associate) 

PEQUOT LAKES, Gloria Dei (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Mark Johnson & Rev. Monte Meyer) 

RED LAKE FALLS/PLUMMER, St. John/Redeemer (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dan Domke) 

SUPERIOR, Christ (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Gerald Bernecker) 
 

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 

Rev. Philip Hoppe (Peace, Finlayson & St. Paul, Bruno) received a Call to Holy Cross, Scott City, KS. 

 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CHANGES 

ALEXANDRIA, MN - Zion Lutheran School Called Concordia, WI graduate Mary Seehafer to serve as 

middle school teacher. She accepted the Call. 

HERMANTOWN, Peace in Christ is Calling a DCE. 

ST. FRANCIS, MN - Crown Christian School is Calling a Commissioned teacher for the 2021-2022 

school year.  

MINNESOTA NORTH DISTRICT—Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

CALL UPDATE 
CHURCH WORKER 
WELLNESS RESOURCES 
In Our District: 

CHURCH WORKER CARE 

COORDINATOR: Rev. Paul Cloeter 

is available to provide a listening ear, 

sound advice and professional 

referrals. He can be reached at (320) 

333-6319 or 

paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 

HEALTHY CHURCH WORKERS: 

HealthyChurchWorkers.com exists to 

help ministers and their spouses to 

live the abundant life Jesus promised 

in John 10:10. 
 

From the Synod: 

CHURCH WORKER WELLNESS 

ONLINE: Whether you are a church 

worker or spouse — or someone who 

loves those who are called to serve — 

the LCMS prays that these resources 

are helpful. Learn more HERE. 
 

Recognized Service Organizations: 

DOXOLOGY: DOXOLOGY offers an 

innovative program of advanced 

study retreats to strengthen pastors 

for the task of faithfully shepherding 

the souls entrusted to their care. 

Doxology.us 

GRACE PLACE WELLNESS: Grace 

Place Wellness is a preventive 

wellness ministry that seeks to 

positively impact the ministry of 

Christian congregations. 

www.graceplacewellness.org 

SHEPHERD’S CANYON 

RETREAT: Shepherd’s Canyon 

Retreat offers seven carefully 

designed days of individual, couple 

and group Christian counseling for 

church professionals and their 

spouses. There are openings in both 

the July and August retreats. 

shepherdscanyonretreat.org 

mailto:paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org?subject=Church%20Worker%20Care
https://www.healthychurchworkers.com/
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/church-worker-wellness
https://www.doxology.us
https://www.graceplacewellness.org
https://www.graceplacewellness.org


IN OUR PRAYERS 
Noah and Stephanie Heidorn, daughter and son-in-law of Ken 

Erlandson (Lutheran Island Camp) at the birth of a son, Leo 

Ernest, on April 19, 2021. 

The Family of Kyle Imdieke , son-in-law of Rev. Dan & June Abrahams 

(Immanuel, Dent & St. John, Dora Twp.) who passed away 

unexpectedly on May 6, 2021. 

 

Rev. Roger Krebs (em. Parkers Prairie), recovering after hospitalizations 

for various medical issues and his wife Debbie, recovering after 

foot surgery. 

Rev. Tom Puffe (St. John, Thief River Falls & Zion, Warren) recovering 

after a fall and subsequent surgery to repair a broken arm. 

Rev. Bruce Blocker (Immanuel, McIntosh), recovering after back 

surgery. 

Mrs. Barb Angland, wife of Rev. Dennis Angland (Zion, Parkers Prairie), 

recovering after a recent hospitalization. 

Rev. Martin Langemo (em. Princeton), recovering after a fall. 

Rev. Marvin Blaske (em. Milaca), dealing  with shingles. 

George Miller, recovering after cataract surgery and dealing with 

severe back pain. 

Jamesetta Kollie, daughter of Rev. James Kollie (Good Shepherd, Cotton 

Tree, Liberia), dealing with serious health issues. 

Rev. Bob Brueske (em. Alexandria), recovering after surgery. 

Katie Hannasch, daughter of Rev. Steve Meltzer (St. John, Wadena), 

undergoing cancer treatment. 

Rev. Robin Collins (Trinity, Staples), recovering after a stroke. 

Rev. Michael Breach (St. John, Wheaton), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Jack Baumgarn (em. New London), recovering after back surgery. 

Rev. Roy Hasbargen (em. St. Cloud), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Fred Kutter (em. Albany), dealing with diabetes related health 

issues. 

Rev. Larry Cain (em. Cromwell) dealing with health issues. 

John Kutter, Brother of Rev. Fred Kutter (em., Albany), continuing to 

deal with health issues. 

Mrs. Mary Weber, wife of Rev. Dr. Karl Weber (St. John, Ottertail & St. 

Paul, Richville), diagnosed with cancer. 

Rev. Dean Stolz (Zion, Crosby & Immanuel, Iron Hub) dealing with 

health issues. 

Rev. Jim and Mrs. Bev Meyer (Thief River Falls), dealing with health 

issues. 

 Jenny Schoessow, wife of Rev. David Schoessow (em. Superior, WI), 

who is dealing with health issues. 

Rev. David Milz (St. John, Kimball), dealing with heart issues. 

Rev. Victor Dorn, (em., St. Cloud), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Paul Dare’s (Zion, Alexandria) father, diagnosed with cancer. 

The mother of Rev. Dennis McManus (em. New Germany), facing a 

number of health issues. 

Mrs. Martha Buchholz (wife of sainted pastor Rev. Henry Buchholz), 

Richville, dealing with health issues. 

Mary Langemo Hughes, daughter of Rev. Martin Langemo (em. 

Princeton), who is suffering from hyperacusis. 

Mrs. Melissa Martini-Tischer, wife of Rev. Steven Tischer (Zion, 

Princeton), diagnosed with sarcoidosis.  

Rev. Robert and Mrs. Phyllis Volkert (em., Hamburg NY), both dealing 

with health issues. 

David Rickbeil, brother of Rev. Blake Rickbeil (St. Paul, Bertha), who has 

been missing for several years. 

 

MN North District Seminary Students: 

Jordan DeBoer, Crookston, studying at CTSFW 

LeAnn  Gregoire, Isle, Deaconess student at CTSFW 

Josef Muench, Duluth, studying at CTSFW 

Erik Saunders, Grand Marais, studying at CTSFW 

Carl Seim, Elk River, SMP student at CSL 

Berett Steffen, Spicer, studying at CTSFW 

Stafford Thompson, Brainerd, studying at CTSFW 

Stephanie Wilde, Parkers Prairie, Deaconess student on internship in 

Puerto Rico 

 

Those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of our District 

family: 

LT Geoffrey Gronewold, Active Duty Chaplain, US Army, North Carolina 

Captain Vincent Bain, Active Duty Chaplain, Fort Leonard Wood, MO 

Lt. Aaron Bell, son-in-law of Pastor Tom and Mary Brinkley (St. 

Matthews, Esko), Active Duty Chaplain, US Navy Camp Pendleton 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth (em., Hibbing), LCMS endorsed Emergency 

Response Chaplain and Disaster Response Chaplain 

Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda Bonk, US Army 

MSG Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Don & Connie Fondow, US Army 

1st Lt Michaela Biegner-Wentz, granddaughter of Rev. Paul (em. 

Brainerd) and Joan Biegner,  Virginia Beach, VA 

Dennis Gerold, husband of DCO Abby Dawkins Gerold, US Air Force 

Timothy Milo, son of Rev. Frank & Sue Milo, MN National Guard 

1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan Uhrinak, Crosslake, US 

Air Force 

Staff Sgt Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & Bonnie Vrudny, 

Walker, with the Army Reserve Engineering unit at Ft. Snelling, 

MN. 

Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene Wagner, National Guard 

Private Chris Peske, son of Rev. Mark and  Sharon Peske, US Army, Ft. 

Benning, GA 

Private Matt Peske, son of Rev. Mark and Sharon Peske, US Army, Ft. 

Benning, GA 

 

Missionaries Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serving as career 

missionaries through the LCMS in northern Asia, based in Tokyo, 

Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and Mrs. 

Phyllis Jastram) 

Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser, serving with Lutheran Bible 

Translators in Ethiopia. 



Rev. Don Fondow, District President  don.fondow@mnnlcms.org  

Diana Ruopp, Admin. Ass’t     diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org 
 

Mission & Ministry Facilitators: 

Rev. Jeffrey Lee [MaCO]  jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 

Rev. Monte Meyer [PLaN]  monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org   
 

Bookkeeper  -  Angie Ringstrom angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org  

LCEF  VP - Rev. Jeff Lee  jeff.lee@lcef.org  

 

Church Worker Care Coordinator:  Rev. Paul Cloeter  

    paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 

 

Congregational Care Counselor: Rev. George Sagissor, III  

    congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org  

 

Lutheran Witness Editor Rev. Philip Hoppe (320) 233-6138  

   the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  
  

Gift Planning Counselor: Mr. David Priebe   

   david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary:  Rev. Marty Mably, Elk River  

   pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  
 

District Treasurer:  Mr. Mike Uran  

   treasurer@mnnlcms.org   
  

District Archivist  Rev. John Beck 

   john6beck@gmail.com 
 

Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

Rev. Ron Carnicom, Chairman (218/675-6532) constitution@mnnlcms.org 

CONTACT US 

Mail:  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604   

Phone:   218/829-1781   800/482-5022  Fax:  218/829-0037 

e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org   website:  www.mnnlcms.org 

JUNE PRAYER CALENDAR 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Rev. Kirk Lee—

Immanuel, parkers 

Prairie 

2 

Rev. Daniel Lewis—

Joy, Cambridge 

3 

Rev. Christopher 

Lieske—Alive!, 

Monticello 

4 

Rev. Patrick 

Lovejoy—First, 

Grand Rapids 

5 

6 7 

Rev. Timothy  

Ludwig—Peace in 

Christ, Hermantown 

8 

Rev. Marty Mably—

Lord of Glory, Elk 

River 

9 

Rev. Jeffrey  

Manthe—Sonrise, 

Avon 

10 

Rev. Mark  

Maunula—Trinity, 

Isle 

11 

Rev. Stephen  

Meltzer—St. John, 

Wadena 

12 

13 14 

Rev. Michael  

Metzler—St. Paul, 

Hinckley 

15 

Rev. Matthew  

Meyer—Beautiful 

Savior, Callaway 

16 

Rev. David Milz—St. 

John, Kimball 

17 

Rev. William 

Moeller, Jr.—

Bethlehem,  

Baudette& Bethle-

hem, Warroad 

18 

Rev. David  

Mommens—St. 

Paul’s, Melrose 

19 

20 21 

Rev. Jim  

Neubauer—St. 

John’s Park Rapids 

22 

Rev. Joel Newton—

St. John’s, Park 

Rapids 

23 

Rev. Jared Nies—

St. John (Corliss), 

Perham 

24 

Rev. Bruce  

Noennig—Zion,  

Detroit Lakes 

25 

Rev. Dennis  

O-Neill—Trinity,  

Ortonville 

26 

27 28 

Rev. Troy  

Peperkorn—Faith, 

Silver Bay 

29 

Rev. Mark Peske—

Our Redeemer, 

Cohasset 

30 

Rev. Samuel 

Pitsch—Our  

Redeemer,  

Moorhead 
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