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Rev. Harvey Kietzman grew up 
living the rural life — farming 
the land and raising cows, hogs, 

chickens, ducks and whatever else. His 
parents were active Lutherans. He was 
educated in a country school, which  
was also where the family worshiped. 
He was confirmed at Bethlehem,  
Herman. He then headed off to high 
school in Herman. 

God was even then shaping Kietzman 
for things to come. Teachers encour-
aged Kietzman to memorize oratory, 
understand grammar and gain an 
appreciation for singing — all things he 
would need one day in the work God 
had set out for him.  

Agriculture was rapidly progressing 
and so Kietzman spent a winter quarter 
at Morris Agriculture School learning 
more about seed, animal care, welding 
and mechanics. He joined the debate 
team and chorus — and again gained 
more gifts to be offered to the Lord in 
His church. 

Bethlehem, where he still was a mem-
ber, was able to purchase for $1 a large 
Woodman Lodge hall to be changed 
into a church. There he met June, who 
would soon be his wife. They were both 

active in Walther League. She played 
the organ and had just received her 
nursing degree. They would eventually 
have five children. The couple has now 
been married for more than 60 years. 

Kietzman attended a district conven-
tion and learned about the concern 
for the lack of men becoming pastors 
and it stuck with him. His brother 
took over the work on the farm and 
Kietzmann then moved 700 miles away 
to Springfield, Ill., to attend Concordia 
Theological Seminary (now in Fort 
Wayne, Ind.). He graduated in 1972  
and was ordained at Bethlehem. 

Now 91, Kietzman is still serving the 
Lord as a pastor. Early on, the biggest 
challenge for him was simply doing 
all the things a pastor is given to do — 
preparing a new message every week, 
conducting marriages and funerals, 
participating with LWML and youth, 
and attending meetings.  

He retired in 1992 after serving St. 
Paul’s, Perham, for 16 years. The 
Kietzmans then moved to Ankeley, and 
after serving several congregations as 
vacancy pastor, Harvey was installed 

as vacancy pastor of St. John’s, Akeley, 
by Rev. Richard Guehna, then district 
president, on Mother’s Day in 1996. 
Twenty-five years later, he is still serv-
ing St. Paul’s. He has asked the congre-
gation to begin looking to their future 
without him as their pastor. 

One might imagine that a man with so 
many years in the ministry would be 
hesitant to learn new things, but that 
is not the case with Kietzman. It was 
in the midst of Lent 2020 that congre-
gations were asked to avoid gathering 
for worship. Kietzman already had a 
daily telephone devotion, but decided 
with the help of his son, Joshua, to do 
a Facebook Live devotion. Every day, 
Kietzman was live for three minutes, 
feeding his congregants God’s Word. 
When in-person worship resumed, he 
continued these devotions, never know-
ing who might be strengthened in those 
three minutes.  

His years as a farmer prepared him for 
the good days as well as the challeng-
ing ones. In both farming and pastoral 
ministry, one is dependent upon God 
every day, and Kietzman will tell any-
one who will listen. 

Becoming a pastor after marriage and 
family has been a special blessing to him. 
He’s grateful for June and their children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
And we in the Minnesota North District 
remain thankful that God used that 
district convention to draw him into the 
work he has been at now for all these 
years. We pray God’s blessings upon  
his life and family as he looks to help  
St. John’s move into the next phase of 
their congregational life. 

From rural life to  
modern ministry
Keitzman ready to step aside 
after nearly 50 years as pastor

Rev. Harvey and 
June Kietzman
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Swaddling Clothes Aurora celebrated its second anniversary 
in March. After a year of preparations, its doors were opened 
on March 8, 2019, as a mercy mission of Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Aurora.  

Donors contribute a variety of items to help mothers and moth-
ers to-be, including baby and childrens’ clothes, bottles, toys 
and equipment. After the items are assembled, a “shopping 
day” is held in which those who need help can take what they 
need to care for their children.  

Children are gifts from our Heavenly Father and the items 
families receive are gifts as well. Many who have benefitted 
from these gifts return to Swaddling Clothes Aurora on a 
regular basis to exchange the outgrown items for larger sizes. 
There is also fellowship, which includes treats, board games 
and conversation. 

Through grants, Swaddling Clothes now offers a new children’s 
book for each family in attendance every month. A simple  
craft for the children to do while their parents’ shop has also 

We have so much to be thank-
ful for as Christians and at 
Lutheran Island Camp. “God 
of Wonder” is the theme for 
this year. The campers have 
been checking in and they are 
just as excited to get here as 
we are to host them.  

We have structured the 
summer to reflect some of 
the findings from the small 
groups that were conducted 
in 2020. Our main camps will 
have opportunities for camp-
ers to participate in two activ-
ities of their choice during the 
week. More varied activities 
throughout all the camps are 
planned and an atmosphere of 
cohesion is anticipated for the 
cabins. Bible times and songs 
will continue to be weaved 
throughout each session. 

The staff looks forward to 
sharing Bible studies about 
the “Wonder” of creation, 
Baptism, forgiveness, salva-
tion and you. Horse programs 
will also continue. Sessions 
start June 11 and run through 
Aug. 15. May is available for 
family directed retreats.  

Julia O’Laughlin is the new 
program coordinator. A few 
things will be different this 
year, but there will be oppor-
tunities for us to demonstrate 
creativity to carry out the mis-
sion of ministry. God is still on 
the throne and the Island still 
has a message to share about 
the “wonder” of God! 

For more information or 
to register for a camp, visit 
islandcamp.org.

A helping hand 
for mothers

been added through the grants, along with car seats, diapers  
and wipes. 

Swaddling Clothes Aurora has so far served 107 families and 
219 children from across the Iron Range and have served up to 
25 families per month. They have been able to help 43 preg-
nant women prepare for motherhood. Over half of the families 
served are without a church home. The Gospel is shared and 
gifts of Arch Books are given to each family at Easter and 
Christmas, along with a nativity Christmas ornament. 

Follow them on Facebook (type “Swaddling Clothes Aurora” in 
the search bar). For more information including donating, send 
an email to aurora@swaddlingclothes.org. Swaddling Clothes 
Aurora one of many LCMS congregrations with this outreach. 
For more information, visit swaddlingclothes.org.

God of Wonder! 
From Lutheran Island Camp

Nancy Anderson and Bob Winchester were among those 
attending the Sweetheart dinner recently held at Trinity, 
Isle. The annual event is sponsored by the congrega-
tion’s Active Christian Teens (A.C.T.), which served as 
greeters and wait staff.  

There were two seatings, at 5 and 7 p.m. Diners had 
a choice of chicken alfredo or spaghetti. The church 
fellowship hall, site of the event, was decorated with 
romantic Valentine’s Day decor. 

The A.C.T. advisers are Laura Horsch and Dave Mueller. 

Celebrating Valentine’s Day
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This past sum-
mer, Rev. Paul 
Dare, senior 

pastor of Zion, Al-
exandria, did a deep 
dive into the current 
cultural insanity of 
our world, trying to 
get at what’s behind 
it. Pastor Dare found 
understanding what 
scholars call cultural 
Marxism goes a long 
way in unlocking 
the evil mystery, and 
he wanted to know 
what the goal of those 
promoting this think-
ing was. More importantly, he wanted 
to create a Christian evaluation and 
response to it. In fact, without under-
standing cultural Marxism, he believes 
it is difficult to explain what is happen-
ing in our world.  

Pastor Dare started to see a connection 
between cultural Marxism and why 
some people would view something like 
Horton, the friendly elephant in Dr. Se-
uss books, as being a white supremacist 
and why others always seem to want 
to be a victim. He made his findings 
into a Bible study that was extremely 
well received within his congregation. 
It helped people understand what is 
happening in our culture and why; and 
how to respond as a Christian.  

He believes it would benefit pastors 
to understand these things in order to 
help their laypeople as they engage the 
fruit of this thinking in their daily lives. 
One of Dare’s laypeople wrote to thank 
him for the Bible study, noting that he 
needed to be equipped spiritually to 
navigate these issues. Another member 
was thankful to have an accurate telling 
of the history of cultural Marxism and 
how God’s Word contains the answers 
to this scourge.  

Understanding 
Cultural Marxism

Dare calls his Bible 
study “Christians in a 
Woke World: A Call to 
Courage and Confes-
sion.” On a flyer pro-
moting the class, he 
asked, “Have you ever 
wondered why the 
world is more divided 
along the lines of race, 
gender, religion and 
income? Have you 
noticed that trust in 
institutions, such as 
churches, government, 
marriage and family is 
failing? Do you have 
any explanation for 

this? Have you ever wondered why it 
seems that everyone is in a rush to be a 
victim? Have you ever wondered why 
so many Christian youths go to college 
and seem to lose their Christian faith? 
What is your explanation for this? To 
answer these questions, a Christian in 
today’s America must understand the 

new Marxism, often called ‘cultural 
Marxism.’ ” 

Along with bringing this wisdom to 
his congregation, he was a guest on the 
Issues, Etc. radio program to discuss 
this topic. Issues Etc. is broadcast daily 
on KFUO and can be listened to online. 
The program features expansive topics 
with expert guests while extolling 
Christ. It is hosted by Rev. Todd Wilken.   

Dare explained that the basic ideas 
of cultural Marxism are based on the 
economic ideas of Karl Marx. Accord-
ing to Marx, society is composed of 
two groups, the rich and poor, and it’s 
the poor that need to rise up against 
their rich oppressors. Cultural Marxism 
applies this theory to groups that are 
defined by race, ethnicity, gender, sexual 
preference and others. 

While the Scriptures do speak about 
the need for justice for all people, and 
especially those wrongly oppressed, the 
proponents of cultural Marxism try to 
suggest that simply belonging to one 
group or another makes one unques-
tionably sinful and ends up causing 
impassioned division between various 
groups of people. 

You can listen to Dare’s interviews. Go to 
issuesetc.org/archive and type “Dare” in 
the search bar on the right of the page.

Rev. Paul Dare

We love to feature a wide variety of events occurring in all of our district 
congregations. All that is needed is a brief description of the event and one 
or two photos.

Please send submissions to the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org. You may 
also mail your submissions to Peace Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 60,  
Finlayson, MN 55735, attn. Rev. Philip Hoppe.

Share your news with us!
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Sometimes the Christian church 
is accused of being patriarchal 
and not valuing of women. That 

charge is not uncommon against our 
beloved Missouri Synod. We do not or-
dain women into the pastoral ministry. 
We still believe and confess male head-
ship in marriage and we also believe 
in the order of creation. Although we 
never imagined this would be a contro-
versial belief, we still believe there are 
only two genders — male and female.

Already in the Old Testament, God 
singled out women for a unique place 
in salvation history. It would be the 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER seed of a woman (a 
male child) who would 
crush the serpent’s 
head. Eve overheard 
that promise for 
herself when God told 
the devil that he would 
be crushed. For every 
patriarch there was a 
matriarch — Abraham 
and Sarah; Isaac and 
Rebekah; Jacob, Leah 
and Rachel. God saved 
Rahab, a Canaanite 
prostitute from 
Jericho. She married 
Salmon and gave birth 
to Boaz, who married 
Ruth (a Moabitess), 

who was the great grandmother of 
David. 

Let us not forget that God gave Mary 
the gift of being “the mother of God.” 
Jesus included women among His dis-
ciples and, unlike other rabbis, taught 
women directly and visited with them 
one on one. The very first witness to 
the resurrection was a woman — Mary 
Magdalene.

But perhaps the greatest “mother” 
that Scripture portrays is the Christian 
church. In the Old Testament, God re-
peatedly described Himself as a faithful 
husband to His Israel. In Ephesians 5 

and elsewhere, the church is called 
“the bride of Christ.” She follows her 
bridegroom Christ, listens to His Word 
and obeys Him because He laid down 
His life for her. By His love Christ has 
made His beloved (us) lovely again. He 
has cleansed us from every spot and 
blemish and exchanged our filthy rags 
for the bright white gown of His righ-
teousness so that He can bring us home 
on the last day to meet His Father and 
live with Him for all eternity.

Most of us were born from above in 
the church. It is in the church that 
our heavenly Father converses with us 
through our words and we as His chil-
dren respond in confession, prayer and 
praise. It is in the church that we dine 
at the heavenly table on Christ’s body 
and blood. Think of how all this relates 
to mothering — we were given birth in 
mother church at our baptisms. We are 
taught by the Father, Son and Holy Spir-
it in and through mother church. We are 
fed at the Lord’s table in mother church.  

Happy Mother’s Day as we rejoice in 
God’s good creation of women and the 
unique gifts God has given them, and 
above all the gift of His church through 
whom we are given life and sustained in 
the faith by His Word and Sacraments.

Rev. Bruce Timm
Arrowhead Region Pastoral Counselor

The LWML of Faith, St. Cloud, has just 
begun their third year of sponsoring 
a young girl named Hellen through 
Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya, a 
program initiated by the LCMS Office 
of International Mission. It is directly 
linked to the Project 24 sites in Kenya. 
The sponsorship costs $90 a month and 
provides a child with safe housing, food, 
education and spiritual care. Each site 
is strategically located near an Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church of Kenya church 
and school so that the children can 
receive academic and spiritual teaching.

Once you become a sponsor, you receive 
a packet that includes a bio and picture 

of the student you are sponsoring, an 
information sheet about the Project 24 
site where they live during the school 
year, the most recent newsletter and a 
letter written by the student. During the 
sponsorship year, you’ll be able to corre-
spond with your student, receive ongo-
ing newsletters and updates about the 
program and your student, and pictures 
and videos of the students. The program 

welcomes sponsors to visit their child 
at the Project 24 site where they stay, 
during February, June or October.  

For more information, contact Jenni-
fer Hummel, program coordinator, at 
800-248-1930, ext. 1326, or Jennifer.
Hummel@lcms.org

To learn more about Project 24, visit 
childrenwithnoone.org.

The ladies of Faith 
have sponsored 
Hellen, a student in 
Kenya.

Christ’s care
FOR CHILDREN


