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Rev. Brady Finnern serves as pastor 
of Messiah, Sartell, and as third 
vice-president of the Minnesota 

North District. He also recently began 
serving as host of the KFUO Bible study 
show “Thy Strong Word.”

KFUO is one of the oldest operating 
Christian radio stations in the United 
States. Owned and operated by our 
LCMS, KFUO’s programming, along 
with Bible study, includes theological 
and social commentary and Luther-
an sacred music. While the station is 
located in St. Louis, modern technology 
allows the hosts to record from the 
places they already serve.

“Thy Strong Word” goes through books 
of the Bible verse by verse. Finnern 

began as program host going through  
2 Corinthians.

The program was formerly hosted by 
Rev. AJ Espinosa, who serves as associ-
ate pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
of Irvine, Calif. 

Finnern is joined each day by LCMS 
pastors to work their way through the 
texts, applying them to the hearer’s life 
in Christ. Finnern looks at hosting the 
show as another way to offer God’s gifts 
to His people. 

“Thy Strong Word” is broadcast Monday 
through Fridays at 11 a.m. at kfuo.org/
live-stream. You can also find all the 
episodes archived at kfuo.org/category/
thy-strong-word.

Members of Redeemer, Wilmar, 
have been using their space  
 and skills to reach out to their 

community during the pandemic. 
Having a preschool gives Redeemer a 
valuable resource to offer.

Redeemer started a program in which 
students who can’t physically be in 
their school can use the preschool 
for their online classes. The program 
reaches many of the public-school 
children who have been trying to ad-
just to online learning. Many of these 
students have siblings in Redeemer’s 
preschool program, but anyone who 

could use the help is welcome.

Rachel Jeppesen, preschool director, 
says they are able to help these stu-
dents stay on track with their online 
classwork and also get them involved 
in other activities like reading to the 
preschool children, playing outside 
or in the gym, and working with 
Redeemer DCE Cassie Drenkow on 
virtual devotions for Sunday school.

During this unsettling time for these 
children, the program is offering 
some stability. All of this also happens 
where the Gospel is proclaimed, offer-
ing these children even more comfort. Callie Williams reads to the preschool children.

Rev. Brady Finnern hosts “Thy Strong 
Word” from his makeshift studio.

Finnern is new host of KFUO program

Blessing area students
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How many Lutherans does it take to serve 
200 spaghetti meals for takeout on a snowy 
evening? For Bethlehem, Frazee, it took 24 
adults and 11 youth, and just a couple of hours 
to do the job. The Bethlehem Fellowship and 
Stewardship boards sponsored this event, 
which was held Jan. 23. Start-up funds were 
received from Thrivent’s Hands for Mission 
program. It raised $1,421 for the congregation’s 
“Building for A Purpose.”

Drive-thru spaghetti
The quilting groups of St. Mat-
thew’s, Clarissa, and Immanuel, 
Eagle Bend, have been gathering 
for years to make quilts for chari-
table organizations near and far. 

Recently, the quilters have been 
focusing on organizations closer 
to home. This past holiday season, 
they diverted their talents from 
quilts and sewed 81 polar-fleece 
hats for children enrolled in the 
Tri-County Community Action 
Partnership (TCCAP) Early Head 
Start Program.  

TCCAP’s mission is to engage the 
entire community to listen to and 
partner with low-income individu-
als and families to expand their op-
portunities to move out of econom-
ic poverty and toward prosperity. 

The quilting group is hoping to 
build a caring and supportive 
community by sharing talents and 
projects with those in need. 

To learn more about quilting at St. 
Matthew’s, visit eaglevalleylcms.
org/quilters-corner. To learn more 
about TCCAP, visit tccaction.com.

Fleece hats for kids

Trinity, Carlos, is a small con-
gregation, but that doesn’t get 
in the way of its Gospel witness. 

When restaurants were ordered 
closed again, many became 
frustrated, angry, sad and even 
felt hopeless. Trinity wanted 
to provide an opportunity for 
people to hear the Gospel in a 
different way, so services were 
held outside. All who gathered 
were reminded that true hope 
isn’t based on the circumstanc-
es around us, but rather in 
God, who sent Jesus to save all 
people from their sins.  

A stable and pulpit were built 

with wood from an old barn. 
For Christmas, 8-foot-tall 
Christmas trees were added on 
the property, along with a light-
ed star above the manger. 

For the 5 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service, the parking lot was 
filled with 52 cars, with about 
120 people. As attendees ar-
rived, they were given a bulletin 
and a battery-powered candle 
for light. The hour-long service 
was also held with the tempera-
ture dropping to 8 below. After 
the service, fireworks were used 
to highlight the theme of the 
sermon, “Be the Light.”

Christmas in Carlos

Rev. Mark Schwarz preaches from the pulpit in the 
manger, both crafted out of barn wood.
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We love to feature a wide variety of events occurring in all of our district 
congregations. All that is needed is a brief description of the event and one 
or two photos.

Please send submissions to the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org. You may 
also mail your submissions to Peace Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 60,  
Finlayson, MN 55735, attn. Rev. Philip Hoppe.

Share your news with us!

Several Minneso-
ta North District 
pastors traveled 

to Green Lake, Wis, 
in January for a “Take 
Heart” respite retreat 
held by DOXOLOGY 
and funded by the 
LCMS Office of  
National Mission. 

In promoting the event, 
DOXOLOGY noted, 
“Pastors have labored 
tirelessly for months 
to provide faithful 
Word and Sacrament 
ministry despite all 
kinds of COVID-19 
prohibitions. Some 
pastors, prohibited 
from offering worship 
together in-person, and 
unable to do personal 
visitations, have experi-
enced discouragement, 
frustration, anger, anxiety and  
depletion. Pastors report that it is a 
time of weariness.” 

This retreat was meant to give pastors 
a chance to get away for a few days 
with other pastors to consider all that 
has occurred and how God promises to 
remain with them throughout their cur-
rent trials. The event was highlighted 
by presentations from DOXOLOGY ex-
ecutive directors Rev. David Flemming 
(Spiritual Care) and Dr. Beverly Yahnke 
(Christian Counsel), worship led by the 
chaplain, Rev. Nathan Meador, and a 
chance to just enjoy the mutual conso-

Pastors encouraged to ‘Take Heart’

Rev. David Flemming Dr. Beverly Yahnke

lation and conversation found among 
brother pastors. 

DOXOLOGY offers an innovative 
program of advanced study retreats to 
strengthen pastors for the task of faith-
fully shepherding the souls entrusted 
to their care. These respite retreats are 
meant to give pastors a taste of what 
the full DOXOLOGY program is like 
while also offering them care in the 
midst of these challenging times. 

Yahnke spoke about the situation we 
find ourselves in, the toll it can take and 
how pastors and people can be resilient 
in these times. Flemming spoke about 

what the Scriptures 
direct pastors to for 
themselves and their 
people as we deal with 
the pandemic of lone-
liness and isolation. 
He also urged a life of 
prayer, meditation and 
lament. Both urged 
care for the home and 
to rest in Christ so that 
our consciences would 
be at peace. 

More of these confer-
ences are being offered 
this year. More infor-
mation can be found at 
doxology.us (click the 
“Take Heart” tab atop 
the page). 

The DOXOLOGY 
classic program is also 
returning to Minnesota 
and the first session 

will meet July 19-23 in Buffalo. District 
congregations are eligible for a schol-
arship from the LWML. More infor-
mation can be found at doxology.us/
events/2021-minnesota-classic.

The LCMS Office of National Mission 
(ONM) has grants available to assist 
congregations in funding technology, 
software, equipment and training that 
will help them fulfill their mission to 
proclaim the Gospel to their members 
and the world. 

Under the Esther 4:14 National Grant 
Program, about 100 grants of up to 
$1,500 each will be awarded to LCMS 
congregations seeking to advance their 
technological capacity.

For more information and to  
submit an application, due April 
5, visit lcms.org/esther4-14.

Technology grants 
available from LCMS
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COUNSELOR’S 
CORNER

The prophet Joel writes: 
“ Rend your hearts and not 
your garments. Return to 
the Lord your God, for He is 
gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love.” — Joel 2:13

When the Titanic struck that iceberg, it 
didn’t sink right away. For a long time, peo-
ple kept eating and drinking and dancing on 
the doomed ship. Many slept right through 
the collision. Many refused to believe the 
approaching disaster: “But we were told its 
unsinkable!”

How valuable is the length of time of Lenten 
repentance for God’s people! There is a 
terrible destruction that is coming upon 
mankind. There’s a huge gash under the 
waterline of all creation. We have run at 
full-steam into the cold mountain of sin and 
condemnation. There’s no help in sight, only 
darkness and the deep, cold embrace of hell 
away from God. 

However, we do not need the logical reaction 
of despair, but rather to hear the word of our 
promised rescue. It isn’t on its way, it has 
arrived! The proof is on that cold mountain 
of crucifixion and death for God’s own Son. 
The promise is fulfilled in your own washing 
of the warm embrace of Holy Baptism. 

The church’s season of Lent is valuable with 
its call to repent of all sin and to hear all His 
words of mercy and grace in Christ. Use this 
opportunity for extra devotionals and addi-
tional worship services. His Word and His 
people, both filled with His Spirit, will be your 
own personal flotation device and your life-
boat until that day when our rescuer returns 
to bring an end to all that threatens us. 

The peace of Christ rule in your heart and 
mind!  

Rev. Matthew Vrudny 
Park Region Pastoral Counselor

Lenten  
opportunities

The LWML of Trinity, Isle, holds an annual Christmas stocking 
drive to support Minnesota North District and 
national LWML mission projects. The collection is 
usually held during the LWML-sponsored Christmas 
dinner, given to thank the congregation for their 
ongoing support. In 2020, the dinner was canceled 
due to COVID-19, but the stocking drive was held after 
a Divine Worship service. Pictured are young LWML 
members Aria Mueller, left, and Libby Dangers holding 
the stocking while Trinity member Judy Oslin adds her 
gift. The total collected was $5,247.

Stocking drive for missions

JOIN YOUR LWML SISTERS who 
are “Running the Race … Looking 
to Jesus,” the convention theme 
based on Heb. 12:1–2. Attendees 
will be inspired by the con-
vention goal, “Looking 
to Jesus, we run the 
race set before us and 
proclaim the joy of the 
Lord.”

Look for information on 
convention speakers, housing and 
registration, tour opportunities, 
Gifts from the Heart, the Photo 
Finish Mission Walk through 

39th Biennial Convention
June 24-27, 2021 • Lexington, Ky.

historic and picturesque downtown 
Lexington to Thoroughbred Park, 
and more at lwml.org/convention 
central. 


