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Hunter’s supper still held in Bruno
The night before firearm deer-hunting sea-
son begins in Minnesota, St. Paul’s, Bruno, 
is usually packed full of people reconnecting 
with one another while they enjoy a filling 
meal of meatballs and mashed potatoes.

This year the meatballs were still tasty, sitting 
atop creamy taters and covered in savory 
gravy, but the atmosphere was different. 
Instead of people gathered inside, cars and 
ttrucks sat next to each other in the parking 
lot. Orders were taken and relayed to those 
inside serving up and packaging the food. 
The food was then shuttled out to those 
waiting and off they went to their hunting 

shacks or homes. Almost 200 curbside meals 
were served.

The members of St. Paul’s and a few friends 
all came together to hold this long-standing 
meal, which connects them to the commu-
nity. They did not want to see the meal can-
celed, even if there couldn’t be indoor service.

The volunteers were also able to bless local 
firefighters who were battling a grass fire in 
the area that night by boxing up leftovers and 
leaving the meals at the fire station. Volun-
teers were also able to take some food home 
to enjoy.

From left, Olivia Hoppe and Sue 
Desrosier took orders and delivered 
meals.

Rev. Vince Bain is one of our own 
who serves his Lord and his coun-
try by working among our troops 

as a chaplain.

He is presently serving as the chap-
lain for the 3rd Chemical Brigade, 
stationed at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. 
This brigade focuses on training new 
recruits who are completing basic 
training. As the brigade chaplain, 
he has the opportunity to work with 
several battalion chaplains who have 
more immediate contact with the 
trainees. He functions in a supervisory 
role, providing teaching, coaching and 
mentoring to the battalion chaplains 
in all aspects of religious support in a 
military setting.

He also is actively engaged in support 
of the worshiping community at Fort 

Leonard Wood as one of the chaplains 
leading the traditional Protestant 
worship service. He previously served 
as the battalion chaplain for the 184th 
Ordnance Battalion (explosive ord-
nance disposal) in Fort Campbell, Ky. 
With the 184th, he deployed with the 
troops to the Middle East from July 
2019 to April 2020. 

During this deployment, he had the 
opportunity to provide religious 
support and worship services to our 
soldiers stationed in Afghanistan, Iraq 
and Kuwait.

He also served as the lead chaplain for 
the liturgical worship service at Fort 
Campbell. This position allowed him 
to interact with a wider population of 
soldiers and civilians who worked and 
lived in the Fort Campbell area.

Serving our Lord, and our troops

This photo of Chaplain 
Bain was taken in front of 
the Zone 6 Chapel located 
at Camp Arifjan in Kuwait.
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Chili ‘at home’ supports school

All participants performed admirably to 
make Farmers to Families a success at 
Faith, Zimmerman.

“We distributed more than 1,000 boxes 
of food in October — emptying the last 
pallet just minutes shy of our published 
closing time of 2 p.m.,” said Lisa Brix, 
Faith Pantry director. “The November 
distribution went even faster and saw all 
boxes disappear by 12:30 p.m.”

“It is truly a team effort,” said Lori Moli-
tor, Pantry assistant director. “Volunteers 
showed up from many different parts of 
the community — schools, sister con-
gregations and the American Legion, to 
name just a few. Everyone from kids to 
retirees pitch in to keep the two drive-
through lanes moving along.” 

Rev. Jake Gillard, who serves as one 
of two intentional interim pastors at 
Faith, said, “Smiles and a simple flyer 
are shared with all. Some pull over for 
a prayer or encouraging word. The 
ability to serve is super meaningful on a 
personal level for our volunteers. We are 
definitely growing in our understanding 
of service to neighbor in the name of 

Farmers to 
families

At Faith, Zimmerman, children 
helped “guard” the many boxes  
of food, which were distributed  
to those in need.

Christ. Faith has an ideal location 
right on busy U.S. Highway 169, 
but you could say that these high 
profile events are really putting 
Faith on the map. We are coming 
to be known as a church that 
serves.”

Faith Pantry has a food distri-
bution every Thursday morning. 
Volunteer Linda Kemp says, 
“We are seeing many new faces 
at Pantry since we started this 
outside distribution, so it has 
been a really nice complement in 
that regard.” Volunteers load a car with needed food.

Every fall, Zion, Pine City, has held a chili feed and bake sale to help 
raise funds for its Growing in Grace Preschool. In an effort to still 
have some type of fall fundraiser during the pandemic, staff asked 

those who wished to show their support to simply donate financially 
instead of doing so at the annual event.

And since there was still a desire to hold a chili event, Oct. 24 was set 
aside for “Chili Feed – COVID Style.” Zion and Growing in Grace families 
participated by making chili and baked goods for their own families that 
evening. They shared recipes and pictures too.

The pictures were placed into a slideshow and were shared at preschool 
the following Monday. The preschool raised $1,045 through the updated 
chili feed. Praise God for His blessings!

The Growing in Grace Preschool curriculum offers strong academic 
preparation, small and large motor skills and the Distar language pro-
gram. Everything is taught from a biblical Christian worldview.

This year, Penelope Bloomquist enjoyed her chili at home.
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We love to feature a wide variety of 
events occurring in all of our district 
congregations. All that is needed is 
a brief description of the event and 
one or two photos.

Please send submissions to the.
lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org. 
You may also mail your submissions 
to Peace Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 
60, Finlayson, MN 55735, attn. Rev. 
Philip Hoppe.

Share your  
news with us!

COVID-19 restrictions have had 
an effect on youth ministry, and 
there’s been many absences at 

youth group. At Zion, Brainerd, Zoom 
was used to try to reconnect the group, 
but the response to that was under-
whelming, and members have been 
struggling to find some way to reach out 
to the youth of their congregation.

DCE Jonathon Bailey, who serves at 
Zion, got to thinking about various 

subscription boxes people buy online. 
These boxes usually contain several 
items delivered to a house every month. 
He decided that they could do that 
with the youth. He also saw a post 
on Facebook about a pastor who had 
been doing this for several months. 
He spoke with the Board of Youth and 
they decided to start doing this in their 
congregation.

In November, they put together their 

Reconnecting  
with youth

first boxes. They used padded envelopes 
and filled them with various items. 
They included a letter from each of the 
youth leaders, as well as a scavenger 
hunt activity and a devotion. Other 
items included a pen and notepad, a 
keychain and a bookmark. The key-
chain and bookmark had a Bible verse 
meant to encourage the youth and 
remind them that God is still in con-
trol. The boxes also included copious 
amounts of candy, and were hand-deliv-
ered to most of the youth.

Members of the congregation heard 
about this and have now offered to 
donate items for future boxes. They 
will continue to send a package to their 
youth-group members once a month for 
the foreseeable future. 

The hope is that through this activity, 
the youth will see that their congrega-
tion cares about them and, even more 
importantly, that God cares about them.

Wes Murrell is pictured here with the art he created for the 100th anniversary of Trinity, 
Isle. The pandemic forced the congregation to postpone some of the major celebrations, 
but it looks forward to celebrating in 2021. Wes lives in St. Louis, Mo., where he is a 
multi-media developer at Washington University. He’s won two regional Emmy awards, 
one for an animated cartoon and another for work he did for the Pajols Foundation, a 
philanthropic group that supports children with Down syndrome. He is married to Tarja 
Maunula, who is the daughter of Rev. Mark Maunula, Trinity pastor.

Celebration to continue into 2021
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Waiting
We wait a lot. We wait for 
answers. We wait for kids to 
grow out of certain stages, 
the seasons to change, babies 
to arrive and medical results. 
We wait for the weekend, a 
vacation, aging parents to 
agree to downsize ... the list goes on and on. 

I’m sure you can think of plenty to add to this list. 
Some things are easier to wait for. We know the week-
end will eventually come, so waiting for it doesn’t 
take much faith. However, when you’re in the midst 
of medical testing that doesn’t guarantee a positive 
outcome, waiting takes hope only God can give us. 

At times, our waiting can be fulfilling. God sends 
us people who have been through the same waiting. 
These people become our support system, and we be-
come so blessed through them. Other times, however, 
our waiting season can be extremely lonely and quiet. 
I feel for all those people in nursing homes who can-
not have visitors because of COVID-19 restrictions. I 
feel for the elderly, those with compromised immune 
systems and who must isolate themselves, and those 
living by themselves. 

We are all waiting for an end to this pandemic. How 
do we have joy in the waiting? How can we hold on to 
peace in our waiting? When waiting lapses into weeks 
or months, how do we have hope in our waiting? The 
answer is, we turn our focus from the waiting to the 
promise of Jesus that never fails.

Psalm 119:81 (NLT) tells us: 
I am worn out waiting for your rescue, but I have put 
my hope in your word. 

Like the psalmist, we long for deliverance from the 
burden of waiting. Who knows how long this pan-
demic may last? Medical experts tell us it may not be 
over any time soon. We may start to feel worn out. We 
might feel like our cries are not being heard, but our 
hope is in God’s Word, which never changes or fades.

Our hope is not in the end of this waiting for the pan-
demic to pass, but in Jesus. Heb. 13:8 tells us: 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever. God is good, even in the waiting. Jesus is 
unchangeable. 

His promises do not change. We can find comfort and 
strength in these promises found in His Word.

Rev. Reed Stockman
Lakeland Region Pastoral Counselor

The ladies of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, rural Ada, have been 
making Sonshine Boxes and 
giving them to shut-ins and 
nursing home residents to help 
brighten their day. The idea of a 
Sonshine Box came from Cyndee 
Ownbee and can be found at 
womensministrytoolbox.com/
sonshine-box. 

What is a Sonshine Box? It’s 
a plain brown cardboard box, 

lined with yellow tissue paper. 
The ladies filled the box with 
yellow items such as pens, note-
pads, candy or treats wrapped 
in yellow, socks, towels and 
potholders. They added some 
Mustard Seed Devotions and a 
note from their LWML group 
to remind the receivers that the 
SON shines on them. 

This project cheers up both the 
givers and receivers!

Cheering up with Sonshine Boxes

In spite of the pandemic, the 
LWML of Bethlehem, Frazee, 
still held its annual Fall Dinner 
on Sept. 18, this time with a 
few changes. The dinner guests 
remained in their vehicles, or-
dered their food, gave a freewill 
offering and picked up their 
food. Change also brought good 
things — like getting more con-

Make plans to attend the LWML 39th Biennial Convention June 
24-27 in Lexington, Ky. The theme is “Running the Race...Looking 
to Jesus,” based on Heb. 12:1-2. Looking to Jesus, we run the race 
set before us and proclaim the joy of the Lord. 

Convention attendees will focus on Jesus through God’s Word and 
Sacrament, joyfully celebrate our salvation with song and prayer, 
and serve our neighbors through witness and mission. For more 
information, visit lwml.org/2021-convention.

gregational members, including 
youth, involved. 

There were 275 dinners sold in 
one hour! Proceeds from the 
event will go toward a number of 
missions.

Rejoice in the Lord always. I 
will say it again: Rejoice!  
— Phil. 4:4

Fall dinner a success in Frazee

Gearing up for convention


