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See PASTORS, Page 2

Rev. William (Bill) 
Zeige was ordained 
in 1973 after gradu-
ating from Concor-
dia Seminary, St. 
Louis. His initial 
call was to a dual 
parish, serving Our 
Redeemer, Cohas-
set, and Trinity, Hill 
City. In 1987, he became full-time pas-
tor at Our Redeemer, where he served 
for 38 years. He came out of retirement 
once to serve First, Grand Rapids, for 
two years. He also served vacancies 
throughout the years.

When he was new to the ministry, he 
placed emphasis on how to relate his 

theological training to the practical na-
ture of daily life for the people he served. 
He wanted to prepare them also to share 
their faith with others. Working together 
was important.

Over the decades Zeige has grown 
very concerned about how the world’s 
values have shifted and how deeply they 
impact the thinking of God’s people as 
well. He is troubled that what used to 
be thought of as clearly sinful is viewed 
as acceptable in society and also within 
the church. He realized that all too of-
ten things are spoken of as good when 
they are evil, even when they occur 
within own our families. The church 
can end up being not only in the world 
but of the world.

He also noted how the heritage of 
our church is not always valued by 
the younger generations. They don’t 
treasure hymns and liturgy and are not 
always willing to be different to make a 
difference. Zeige believes ministering to 
all the different generations at once is 
always a challenge.

He remains highly encouraged due to 

Jesus’ promise that the gates of hell will 
not prevail against the church. Because 
of this, he remains convinced that there 
is a future for the faithful even though 
the view of that future is obscured by so 
many distractions around us. He also 
places his trust in the truth revealed 
in Rom. 8:28, which assures us that 
God has a marvelous way of turning all 
things for good in the end.

He encourages all active pastors to be 
strong in the Lord and the strength of 
His might. After all, not one pastor has 
the strength, the wisdom or the ability to 
do vital ministry on their own. He prays 
that they will constantly rely on the pres-
ence and guidance of the Holy Spirit. He 
finally stated that being physically with 
the people given to a pastor is critical to 
serving them well. Social media is not a 
suitable replacement for such work.

He encouraged all congregations to 
prioritize the care and keeping of their 
pastor, finding ways to communicate 
their appreciation for them. He stated 
that pastoral ministry is genuinely 
rewarding, but at the same time it can 
be extremely lonely. He said not to put 
your pastor on a pedestal and don’t 
expect him to know your needs without 
telling him. Care for his family and en-
courage them by truly loving them and 
spending time with them.

Living in the very challenging times 
right now, Zeige emphasized the need 
to work even harder to communicate 
well, build bridges instead of walls, and 
let the love of Jesus shine on us, live in 
us and flow through us.

Several of our district pastors 
have recently retired. We give 
thanks to God, rejoicing in the 
work that He has done through 
these men in our district and 
elsewhere. We asked the  
pastors to share their thoughts 
with us at this time.

Retirement 
reflections
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Rev. George  
Saggisor III has 
served many congre-
gations in Minneso-
ta, including Grace, 
McGrath; Peace, 
Finlayson; St. Paul’s, 
Bruno; Trinity, Ap-
pleton; Immanuel, 
Silver Creek; Trinity, 
Clear Lake; and Faith, St. Cloud. He also 
served St. Paul’s, Havre, Mont.; Zion, 
Chinook, Mont; and Our Redeemer, 
Sioux Falls, S.D. He also helped start the 
Rudyard Mission in Rudyard, Mont., 
and helped lay the groundwork for the 
Willow River Mission in Willow River. 
He also had the privilege of serving 11 
vacancies during his 45 years of full-
time service to the church.

When Saggisor began in the ministry, 
purity of doctrine was a big concern to 
him since he entered ministry around 
the time when there was controversy 
regarding false doctrine at our St. Louis 
seminary. Because of the climate in the 
church, faithfulness to the Word of God 
was a key concern. As he retires, he is 
pondering how the pandemic is impact-
ing the church. 

He also remains concerned about 
speaking the truth of God’s Word 
regarding issues like abortion, creation, 
homosexuality and euthanasia.

The largest change that he noticed in 
his time of ministry is the technology 
used in the church. He began using a 
hand-crank mimeograph machine and 
ancient typewriter. Cell phones weren’t 
even thought of in those days. He can 
only wonder what will come next.

Saggisor’s favorite verse in Holy Scrip-
ture is Phil. 4:13:

I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. 

The eighth chapter of Romans has also 
been a source of comfort and strength.

He encourages pastors to remain faith-
ful to the Word and the Lutheran con-
fessions while loving their people. He 
prays they will be willing to go the extra 
mile. He urges them to take seriously 
their divine call, being dedicated to 
their work in the midst of God’s people. 
He contends that they need to priori-
tize this work above even other things 
which can often distract them from it, 
even within their own families. 

He also encourages them to get in-
volved in the community where they 
reside and be seen by people other than 
their own members. Finally he charges 
them to lead their people in doing the 
work of an evangelist.

Saggisor looks at his 45 years of full-
time service to the church as a privilege. 
The friendships that he has made and 
the many people that he has had the op-
portunity to minister to will always be 
treasured. He also treasures having the 
blessing of ordaining three members of 
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his congregations into the Office of the 
Holy Ministry and commissioning three 
teachers (including his youngest son).

Rev. Craig Palach 
served his Lord 
at Faith Lutheran 
Church, Fergus 
Falls, for 25 years. 
Both at the time he 
entered the ministry 
and as he retires, 
his main concern 
is the increasing 
secularization of our culture. While this 
concern has remained constant, Palach 
says that technology has changed much. 
This presents both opportunities and 
challenges.

He relies on the promises of God found 
in Psalm 23, John 3:16-17 and Is. 43:1-
3. God assures his people:

“ Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name, you are 
mine.” — Is. 43:1

He encourages all pastors to remain 
in the Word and pray every day, and 
members of congregations to keep 
communication open and be deliberate 
in their faith life and interactions with 
their pastor.

Also retiring is Rev. Roger Krebs 
who for the last eight years prior to 
his retirement served as the pastor to 
his home congregation, Zion Luther-
an Church, North Effington, Parkers 
Prairie.

Campus ministry in St. Cloud this fall is off to a great start. 
Caleb Kunze (pictured at right), who serves at Love in Christ, St. 
Cloud, is serving as campus missionary to St. Cloud State. Caleb 
described the start of the year this way: “Lots of craziness, lots 
of uncertainty with COVID, but lots of excitement nonetheless!”

Caleb is excited to partner with students to help them build 
relationships with other students and find community. He also 
will help them grow in their faith as they dive into the Word 
and do life together. Finally, they will seek to share the Gospel 
in unique ways with students who may not know who Jesus is. 
They are excited to see where the Lord leads this fall as they 
serve their King Jesus.

‘Craziness’ at St. Cloud State!
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The six-week summer session of Centershot at Our 
Redeemer, Cohasset, ended on Aug. 20. This archery 
program brings in not only congregation members, but 
also many community children and parents. Youth ages 
8-16 are given instruction in basic archery skills and 
are also able to attend Bible study. The final evening 
included a picnic served by the men’s group, Christ 
Crew. 

If you are interested in starting a Centershot program 
in your area, contact Our Redeemer at 218-328-5165 or 
admin@ourredeemercohasset.org.

Our Redeemer offers 
archery in summer

Trinity, Isle, seniors received quilts produced 
by the church quilters in recognition of their 
high school graduation. Pictured with Rev. 
Mark Maunula are, from left, Carly Gallion 
and Emma Dangers.

Carly is in basic training at Naval Station 
Great Lakes and will be in the U.S. Navy’s 
nuclear propulsion program. Emma is 
attending Concordia University, Nebraska, 
pursuing a double major in music therapy and 
psychology. 

Emmylee Kohlgraf also received a quilt and 
is attending Minnesota State University in 
Mankato.

Graduates honored

The first Golf Outing and Fundraiser for Lutheran 
Island Camp (LIC) was held on Aug. 21 at Oak-
wood Golf Course and Supper Club in Henning. 

Forty golfers participated and 25 sponsors sup-
ported the event. The sponsors included business-
es in the region, individuals and congregations. 
Participants enjoyed recreation, fellowship and 
won prizes while supporting LIC. Thrivent Action 
grants were helpful in supporting the event.

It was a successful and enjoyable event that also 
raised awareness for LIC. Thanks to all the partic-
ipants and helpers. The hope is to do it again next 
year.

Golfers support LIC
We love to feature a wide va-
riety of events occurring in all 
of our district congregations. 
All that is needed is a brief 
description of the event and 
one or two photos.

Please send submissions to 
the.lutheran.witness@ 
mnnlcms.org. You may also 
mail your submissions to Peace 
Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 60, 
Finlayson, MN 55735, attn. 
Rev. Philip Hoppe.

Share your news!
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Insiders … and outsiders

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Ever felt like an outsider? Most of 
us have at one time or another. 
Perhaps we were at a social func-

tion and no one talked to us. Maybe we 
experienced rejection at school or work. 
Rejection hurts — it will make anyone 
feel like an outsider. 

Ask the adult who still has emotional 
scars from being rejected as a child. 
Ask the businessman who is a worka-
holic, driven to be the best at any cost   
because he is so afraid of failure and 
rejection by his peers. Ask the woman 
who pushes people away because she 
is afraid they will reject her if they find 
out what she is really like. 

Rejection makes us feel like outsiders. 
To a certain degree we have all been 
harmed by rejection.

Many people feel that the remedy to 
being an “outsider” is to become an 
“insider.” What is an insider? Insiders 
have a strong sense of belonging and 
are accepted in a group. An insider may 
be the captain of the football team, the 
homecoming queen or the person whose 
opinion is important to a group. Insid-
ers are often the people who have power, 
those who make the decisions, the 
person who you talk to when you want 
something done. Many people will go to 
great lengths to become an insider. 

The polarization of people into groups 
of insiders and outsiders is a product 
of the sin that affects us all. We see this 
polarization taking place all the time.

God, on the other hand, does not play 
favorites. He does not love the most 
influential member of a congregation 
more than the neighbor who does not 
know Christ. I don’t have any extra pull 
with God because I am a pastor. 

There are no insiders and outsiders 
when it comes to Christ and His love for 
us. As it says in God’s Word:

For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of 
God, through faith. For as many of 
you as were baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free, there is no male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
— Gal. 3:26-28

All of us stand together as one un-
der the cross. We are united by our 
common need for Christ’s redeeming 
sacrifice for our sins. Christ welcomes 
all of us to come to Him with our sins to 
receive forgiveness. 

Look how Christ accepted the publicans 
and prostitutes — sinners — who came 
to hear His message. These people 
were outsiders from normal society, 
unaccepted by their fellow Jews. But 
Christ went to them, showed compas-
sion and proclaimed the Good News of 
the Gospel, and many of them listened, 
believed and were saved. 

That same Christ accepts us. We might 
be rejected by people, but Christ won’t 
reject us. We might feel the pain of being 
rejected by neighbors and friends, but 

Christ won’t reject us. We might even be 
rejected by our own family, but Christ 
welcomes us and accepts us as we are. 

We never have to feel like an outsider 
because we are always accepted by 
Christ. When we experience rejection in 
our lives, we may feel like an outsider. 
Other times we may feel like an insider. 
But God wants something better for us 
than being an insider or an outsider. 
He brings us together under the cross 
of Jesus Christ. There we stand, not as 
insiders or outsiders, but as people who 
are loved equally by Christ. Amen.

Pastor Reed Stockman 
Lakeland Region Pastoral Counselor

The LWML Minnesota North District 
has been awarding scholarships to 
full-time church work students for 
more than 50 years. The funds come 
from your mite offerings.

Nine scholarships have been awarded 
for the 2020-21 school year. The 
recipients are: 
Concordia University, St. Paul  
Jayme Aume, Sarah Jeppesen and 
Madison Patrow 

Concordia University Chicago 
Jacob Frank 

Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Fort Wayne, Ind.  
LeAnn Gregoire, Berett Steffen and 
Josef Muench 

Concordia University Wisconsin 
Andrew Hopfensperger 

Concordia Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, St. Catharines, Ontario, 
Canada 
Michael Thomas 

Scholarships awarded

Kathy Brandt 
LWML Minnesota 
North District President
president@fwmlmnn.org 
218-766-1135
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