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For Trinity and St. John’s, rural 
Montevideo, Easter worship service 
during the stay-at-home order was 

not broadcast online because of the 
demographics of the congregations. Too 
many congregants didn’t have comput-
ers, tablets or smartphones.

To best serve as many members as pos-
sible, the congregations decided to have 
an outdoor drive-in service. One of the 
members loaned the church a flat-bed 
trailer, upon which a portable pulpit 
and altar was to be placed.

Rev. Kent Borglum planned to lead the 
service standing on the trailer, with 
the help of two large outdoor speakers. 
A printed bulletin was created so that 
sanitizing the hymnals would not be 
necessary. Offerings would be collected 
as the people left the parking lot.

KINGDOM WORK  
CARRIES ON 
In time of trial …

However, it was determined that the 
weather was not going to cooperate for 
the outdoor service. The plans were 
then altered slightly. Instead of using 
the flatbed trailer, Pastor Borglum led 
the worship service from the sanctuary. 
Harlan Garbe, a member, reconfigured 
the audio so that the people could listen 
to the service on their vehicle radios.

The plan worked well. The people had 
bulletins and the convenience of adjust-
ing the volume as they saw fit. The organ 
came through perfectly as did Borglum’s 
voice. The attendance was about 80 
percent of the 2019 attendance.

They also continued video recording 
their services to be broadcast during 
the week by the City of Montevideo on 
local cable TV. Pastor Borglum also took 
a copy of the DVD to the local radio 

station (KDMA), which broadcasts the 
service on AM and FM.

The congregants’ response to the wor-
ship service format was very positive 
since they could still gather at church 
and see others who attended the service.

Immanuel, Parkers Prairie, also held a 
drive-in service in their parking lot on 
Easter Sunday. A high flatbed served as 
the chancel. An altar, pulpit, keyboard 
and lots of Easter flowers were placed 
on it. People stayed in their vehicles and 
listened to the service on FM radio.

The congregation had purchased a 
low-power radio transmitter to be able 
to broadcast from its church. Pre-semi-
nary student Michael Thomas served as 
soloist for the hymns, and people were 
encouraged to sing along in their cars. A 
printed order of service was available by 
download ahead of time.

Gloved ushers also handed out bulletins 
to those who needed them. Electronic 
giving had been set up through texting 
and on the church website with Lu-
theran Federal Credit Union. Attendees 
were also able to physically leave their 
offerings as they left the parking lot, 
with ushers using historic klingelbeuttel 
offering baskets on long poles.

About 75 vehicles, with an estimated 
200 people, were in attendance. Local 
law enforcement was contacted prior 
to the decision to hold drive-in services 
and gave their approval for doing so. The 
elders have decided to continue to hold 
drive-in services each Sunday at 9 a.m. 
until worship can resume indoors.

Immanuel broadcasted services each 
Sunday morning on the congregation’s 

See CHURCH, Page 2

Rev. Kirk Lee preaches from a 
flatbed trailer at Immanuel, 
Parkers Prairie.
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On March 15, Gov. Tim Walz 
announced that he was  
closing public schools across  

Minnesota so their staffs could pre-
pare for distance learning to begin  
on March 30.

Prince of Peace Lutheran School, 
St. Cloud, followed these orders 
and closed its building to students 
that same day. However, instead of 
planning slowly over two weeks, the 
teachers met on Monday, March 16, 
and began planning. This began a 
team effort from preschool through 
eighth grade to determine the best 
route for continued learning. Teach-
ers put together two weeks worth of 
plans and gathered students’ mate-
rials that parents began picking up 
on Tuesday, March 17. By the evening 
of Wednesday, March 18, all of the 
students of Prince of Peace had their 
school materials at home and were 
engaged in distance learning.

What began as a temporary experi-
ment became the norm for the rest of 
the school year, especially when the 
teachers and students found out they 
would not be gathering back in the 
classrooms as they had hoped when 

they first learned about this closure. 
Students met with their teachers on 
Zoom to continue to have face-to-
face interactions. Teachers have 
learned how to send out instruction 
through an app called Bombbomb. 
This gives the families an opportuni-
ty to access the lesson when it works 
best for them throughout the day.

There is much to mourn. But thanks 
be to God, the gift of technology 
helped keep everyone connected! 
There were still exciting concepts 
that the students were learning about 
and they were continuing to be en-
gaged with one another.

Prince of Peace’s theme for this year is 
“Be Fruitful,” based on Gal. 5:22-23: 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, and self-control; against 
such things there is no law.

What the students had learned about 
these fruits of the Spirit in school, 
they received the chance to live 
them out in their homes with their 
families. It remains a blessing to be a 
part of the Prince of Peace Lutheran 
School family, even from a distance.

Schools teach in new ways

Prince of Peace teachers plan for distance learning on Zoom.

Members of Rev. Glen Kleppe’s family took 
advantage of empty sanctuary during the 
stay-at-home order to get some needed 
maintenance done at Zion, Pine City. 
Pastor Kleppe noted that in doing so, they 
were able to answer the age-old ques-
tion, “How many Lutherans does it take 
to change a light bulb?” He reported that 
four people replaced 12 bulbs and so he 
believes the answer is one-third.

Nathan Kleppe climbs 
the scaffolding to 
replace lightbulbs.

Answering an  
age-old question

YouTube and Facebook pages, and also held 
other activities online using Zoom.

Other congregations, including Zion, Pine 
City; Immanuel, Barnum; and St. Peter’s, 
Moose Lake, held multiple services through-
out the week in order to gather people in 
small groups to continue to hear the Word 
and receive the Lord’s Supper.

Many others broadcasted their services 
online through Facebook, YouTube and other 
platforms. Sunday school was also broadcast 
online both from St. Johns, Park Rapids, led 
by Rev. Joel Newton and his wife, Deaconess 
Sarah; and the Kettle River Circuit, led by 
LeAnn Gregoire, its circuit youth worker. 
Bible studies and other aids for prayer and 
reflection in the home were also produced 
online and in print.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
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We love to feature a variety of our 
congregational events. All that is 
needed is a brief description and a 
couple of photos.

Please submit anything of note in 
your congregation to be published  
in our newsletter.

Send news!

Needles and thread
Kevin Wallevand of WDAY-TV in Fargo, N.D., recently visited Trinity, Twin Valley, to 
talk with their Quilting Ladies. The interview aired on a news program in March.
The ladies have made over 200 quilts since October and distributed some of them 
as gifts to church members and as donations to auctions. Other quilts have been 
sent to crisis shelters, the homeless, law enforcement agencies to give to accident 
victims, veterans and Orphan Grain Train. The ladies feel making quilts is very 
rewarding, knowing someone is going to stay warm because of their efforts.

For years at St. Stephen’s, Bra-
ham, it was a dream to have a 
free-standing altar. The project 
to build it was approved by the 
board of elders and attempted 
in the space as it was originally 
laid out. However, it did not 
work due to lack of space. 

Later Steve Baker, an elder, 
thought that it might be pos-
sible to complete the project 
through increasing the space in 
the chancel, moving the entire 
floor forward and the commu-
nion rails outside the current 
chancel boundaries.

The idea was first presented to 

Faith and science
Even before others began using Zoom, 
a group of district pastors has been 
meeting together monthly to discuss 
the LCMS Commission on Theology 
and Church Relations document “In 
Christ, All Things Hold Together.”

Their February session was led by Mi-
guel Benitez, a philosophy professor 
who encouraged the pastors to consid-
er the various philosophical assump-
tions at the heart of conversations 
of faith and science. They also had a 
special visit from Dr. Kevin Anderson, 
the lead research scientist for original 
work on dinosaur soft tissue for the 
Creation Research Society.

The April session, led by Paul Stein-
haus, principal of Martin Luther High 
School, Northrop, covered chapter 4 of 
the document, speaking about biblical 
knowledge and scientific knowledge.

For more information, email Stacy 
Lung at stacylung75@gmail.com. 
Stacy works with Christ Serve Ranch, 
a ministry of Lutheran Island Camp.

Chancel redesign in Braham
the board of elders, then the 
board of church properties, 
and finally to the altar guild. 
The project was approved by 
a congregational vote and a 
committee of five people were 
chosen to complete the plans. 
It was scheduled to be done 
April 20–22, which would be a 
tight timeframe for the project.

The church closing because 
of the pandemic presented an 
ideal time to do the remodel. 
A licensed contractor, Pat 
Mattson, and electrician, Mike 
Lucht, who are St. Stephen’s 
members, and Baker worked 

on the project, which took two 
weeks to complete.

It’s ready for parishoners once 
the building opens again for 
services. Baker noted that 
being in the house of the Lord 
during this time was encour-

aging, and that he could not 
imagine being in a better 
place.

Also helping with the project 
were Rick Hultman, Trina 
Olson, Ray Dryer and Mason 
Ramberg.

Send submissions to the.lutheran. 
witness@mnnlcms.org. You may  
also mail your submissions to  
Peace Lutheran Church,  
P.O. Box 60, Finlayson, MN 55735,  
attn. Rev. Philip Hoppe. 

Please ensure photos sent  
electronically are in high resolution.
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Dear Saints in Christ,
I am sitting in my office after all of the Holy Week ser-
vices, thinking about how different this Lenten and the 
beginning of the Easter season have been. 

I serve two rural congregations and one congregation 
in a small village. The churches don’t have internet, so 
my wife and I had to scramble to provide services on-
line. We tried a test run from the church and it worked. 
The Wi-Fi we had in the parsonage was strong enough 
Saturday evening to broadcast over our Facebook page. 

Sunday morning was a different story. We were all set 
up and ready to go for our 9 a.m. service. However, 
we weren’t getting any internet service. So we tried 
different methods for a couple of hours and nothing 
was working. Finally after lunch, I suggested that we 
just record it on her phone and download it. We didn’t 
realize that the size of the file would be too large and 
would not be able to download. So I ended up doing 
the rest of the Lenten and Holy Week services from a 
chair in my office as my wife live-streamed.

My point is that this COVID 19 pandemic has turned 
your worldly affairs upside down. In addition, it is even 
more difficult to take care of your spiritual affairs. You 
see, some people don’t have Facebook, internet, cable 
or satellite capabilities. The devil, the world and your 
own sinful nature always want to keep you away from 
God and His Means of Grace. They don’t want you to 
be kept in the true faith by hearing His Holy Word. 

And now you are unable to gather together to receive 
the blessings of the Lord’s true body and blood. The 
main benefit of this Means of Grace is for your sins to 
be forgiven. You all are sinners and need to be forgiv-
en. Where there is forgiveness of sins you always have 
everlasting life and salvation. In this Lord’s Supper, 
Christ gives you His victory over sin and hell. He 
strengthens you for a new life only found in Him. 

But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead 
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteous-
ness. — Rom. 8:10

Dear Saints in Christ, the Lord desires to feed you with 
the truth of His Word, so go and be fed. He also desires 
to feed you His very body and blood. I pray that this 
fast from His Supper will end soon, and when the day 
comes when we can receive it together again, then you 
can rejoice as you are able to receive His grace in His 
Word and grace in His Sacrament. Amen.

Rev. Donald Klatt • Lakeland Region Pastoral Counselor

Thoughts on the pandemic
2020 LWML RetreatCOUNSELOR’S CORNER

Aug. 7-9 • LutherAn IsLAnd CAmp, hennIng

Rev. Bruce Timm, Arrowhead Region 
pastoral counselor, will lead a 
Bible study based on Eph. 1:3-10. 
Throughout the weekend, we 
will look at spiritual and material 
blessings of many kinds, blessings re-
ceived and blessings shared. We will learn that blessings play an 
important role in both this life and the next. There will be time 
to relax, connect with old friends and meet new friends.

RegistRation FoRm

Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________  

_______________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________

Email __________________________________________

Special needs ___________________________________  

Roommates _____________________________________

√ Check Before Aug. 1 After Aug. 1
Friday-Sunday $125 $135
Friday-Saturday $75 $85
Saturday Only $55 $65

Special Offers: Bring a “Retreat First Timer” and you both 
receive 25 percent off the registration price. Also, women ages 
12-18 receive a 25-percent discount.

Check here if a Young Woman 
Check here if a Retreat First Timer
Name of person bringing you ___________________________
Housing preference: Cabin                 Retreat Center

The registration deadline is Aug. 1. No refunds after Aug. 3.
Make check payable to LWML MN North District. 
Send registration and check to:  
Corles Rainer, 8813 71st Street SE, Clear Lake, MN 55319 

CONVENTION UPDATE 
Due to safety concerns, the LWML Minnesota North District Con-
vention, scheduled for June 22-24, has been canceled. However, the 
district will still proceed with the convention business of electing 
officers, choosing Mission Grants, changing Bylaws, setting the new 
mite goal and voting on resolutions. More information about the 
convention and special online events can be found at lwmlmnn.org.


