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The LWML of Trinity, Sauk 
Rapids, with the aid of 
a grant from Thrivent 

Financial, packed gift bags for 
school children. A teacher in their 
congregation had several students 
who did not have the basics that 
many take for granted. The ladies 
packed socks, hats, toothbrushes 
and toothpaste, hand sanitizer 
and other items into bags. 

They also purchased several 
books through Prince of Peace 
School’s book sale so that each of 
the students could take a book 
home. 

The bags were all packed and 
then delivered to the children in 
need as a practical way to show 
God’s love to them. The ladies all 
enjoyed the event and are looking 
forward to their next project.

As experts and officials began to spread 
the word about the possible threat of 
COVID-19, congregations sought to 
react faithfully. Various secular officials 
and organizations put forth recommen-
dations, guidelines and orders intended 
to thwart the spread of the disease. 

Each congregation and their pastors 
responded to these warnings trying to 
both honor God and receive the gifts 
He offers while at the same time guard-
ing the physical well-being of others 
during this time. 

Some district congregations canceled 
services early on and went to pro-
claiming God’s word in various other 
ways. Some recorded audio versions of 
sermons, others recorded and posted 
videos of services online, and still others 
livestreamed services — having only a 
few people present in the churches to 
help produce these videos. 

Other congregations sought to accom-

plish the same goals by adding more 
services to their schedule, trying to 
gather together in smaller groups to 
receive God’s gifts of Word and Sacra-
ment. Some congregations had services 
every day in order to allow reception of 
these gifts in the safest possible ways. 

Still others tried more novel approach-
es, such as broadcasting live audio of 
the service using an FM transmitter to 
people gathered in their automobiles in 

the church parking 
lot. Delivering 
materials through 
the mail also be-
came more critical 
during this time. 

Congregations took 
various precautions 
within their build-
ings to keep church 
workers, other staff 
and members as 

safe as possible. They also sought to 
reach out to each other and non-mem-
bers in their community to meet needs 
that arose. 

The district office sought to aid con-
gregations with the latest information 
and ideas. They also launched “Bring 
it Home—Together We Pray.” This is a 
series of video devotions posted at  
mnnlcms.org to encourage members as 
they spent more time in their homes.

The Rev. Brady Finnern, 
who serves as pastor of 
Messiah, Sartell, leads 
one of the “Bring it 
Home—Together  
We Pray” devotions 
from his backyard.

DISTRICT CONGREGATIONS RESPOND TO COVID-19 

Necessities for needy students 

The ladies of Trinity, Sauk Rapids, were thankful for the 
opportunity to help students.
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For four consecutive weeks 
from January into Feb-
ruary, members of Peace, 

Finlayson; St. Paul’s, Bruno; 
Immanuel, Giese; and Trinity, 
Sandstone, met together to 
study the four Gospels. 

The location rotated each Sun-
day from congregation to con-
gregation. The host congrega-

tion prepared and served a meal 
before Bible study was held. 
Each week, there were 35 to 50 
people who gathered together 
to enjoy each other’s company, 
study the Word and see each 
other’s church buildings. 

Revs. Philip Hoppe and Richard 
Langhorst took turns leading 
the studies each week.

Rev. Richard Langhorst teaches about the Gospel of St. John at 
St. Paul’s, Bruno, during the final session

Jensen holds a couple of the many dress-
es she has made.

Pictured with attendees Dave and  
Miriam Mueller is server Zach Horsch.

Joint Bible study held

St. John’s, rural Ada, held its own ver-
sion of Fat Tuesday on the Sunday prior 
to the beginning of Lent. The congrega-
tion held a bratwurst supper and game 
night. About 35 members and guests 
enjoyed bratwurst, chips, salads and 
desserts. 

Families brought their favorite board 
games and cards were also enjoyed. In 
attendance were those age 5 up to 84.

Fat Tuesday in Ada

Virginia Jensen, a member of the 
Grace, Correll, LWML has been busy 
this past winter making pillowcase 
dresses to donate to Orphan Grain 
Train (OGT) mission projects. 

To date, she has made over 65 dresses 
for girls around the world. They are 
made out of gently used pillowcases, 
but can be cut and fashioned out of 
sheets or other materials too. Jensen 
has creatively added ruffles and  
pockets. 

Along with the dresses, Jensen and oth-
er LWML members have been active 
in making T-shirt diapers and sleeping 
mats, which they bring to the OGT 
center in Milbank, S.D. 

OGT was organized in April 1992 as 
a volunteer humanitarian organiza-
tion. They have sent many materials 
worldwide for those in need, including 
infant supplies, medical equipment and 
supplies, hygiene kits, school-supply 
kits, non-breakable kitchen accessories, 

clothing, quilts, comforters, blankets, 
towels and washcloths. 

Anyone wishing to become more in-
volved or find out more can visit ogt.org.

Pillowcases into dresses 

Candles and strings of miniature white 
lights turned the fellowship hall of Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, Isle, into a roman-
tic venue for the Sweetheart Dinner. 

The annual event is sponsored by 
Active Christian Teens (ACT), Trinity’s 
youth group. They played active roles in 
both the 5 and 7 p.m. seatings, serving 
as greeters and wait staff under the 
direction of Laura Horsch.

Sweethearts meal
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We love to feature a variety of our 
congregational events. All that is 
needed is a brief description and a 
couple of photos.

Please submit anything of note in 
your congregation to be published  
in our newsletter.

Send submissions to the.lutheran. 
witness@mnnlcms.org. You may  
also mail your submissions to  
Peace Lutheran Church,  
P.O. Box 60, Finlayson, MN 55735,  
attn. Rev. Philip Hoppe. 

Please ensure photos sent  
electronically are in high resolution.

Send news!

From left, (front row) Revs. Doug Thompson; (second row) Bruce Blocker, Larry Harvala, 
Donald Fondow, Thomas Puffe, Mark Chepulis; (third row) David Laue, Steven Bohler, 
Daniel Voth, Ron Hobbe and Dan Suelzle.

Rev. Doug Thompson was installed 
as pastor of St. Paul, Euclid, and 
Trinity, Fisher, on March 1. 

Thompson received his Master of Di-
vinity degree from Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, in 1997. He served congrega-
tions in Beach and Belfield, N.D., for 
two years and Park City and Harlowton, 
Mont., for 16 years. 

Thompson and his wife, Angela, served 
in Ghana (2016-17), where they taught 
at the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Ghana seminary. Thompson also served 
as a theological educator at the Coordi-

nating Center for Theological Studies 
in Sierra Leone (2017-20). 

Angela served part-time as a librarian, 
working to maintain and increase theo-
logical materials for the seminaries and 
training centers throughout West Af-
rica. She also taught English grammar 
and writing skills at the seminaries. 

Doug and Angie have two children. His 
son and daughter-in-law, Richard and 
Jessica, reside in Billings, Mont., and 
are expecting their first child. Their 
daughter, Krista, resides in Bismarck, 
N.D., and will be married in September.

New pastor in Fisher and Euclid

On Feb. 29, 35 people from district congregations received 
Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) training at Trinity, Sauk 
Rapids. 

Rev. Michael Meyer and Rev. Robert Wurst of LCMS Disaster 
Response led the sessions. Evaluations from participants indicat-
ed the training exceeded their expectations both in terms of the 

Ready to help quality of presentations and the wealth of materials provided. 

Participants expressed the desire to build on the day of training 
and continue to develop LERT resources in their communities 
and the district. Congregations or circuits interested in hosting 
LERT training can contact one of our district Disaster Response 
co-coordinators: Rev. John Beck (Trinity, Sauk Rapids) and/or 
Rev. Steve Breitbarth (vacancy pastor for First, Ely, and Good 
Shepherd, Babbitt).
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Sisters in Song is made up of 
women whose stories are woven 
together in a myriad of connections, 
who most frequently come togeth-
er to sing in the Itasca Community 
Chorus. Music is an important part 
of their lives and they have loved 
having an excuse to sing together 
each week. Susie Loeffler, Lenora 
Evans, Lori Bertram and Staci Taylor 
live in Grand Rapids. Emma Shaw 
lives in Duluth and Paula Shaw lives 
in Deer River. They are accompa-
nied by Darcy Reich on piano.

The mite walk — the “Cross Walk” — 
will be held on Wednesday morn-
ing, June 24, in Grand Rapids. The 
medical release form and pledge 
sheet will be available in the spring 
packets and at lwmlmnn.org. Please 

Convention entertainment: Sisters in Song

Mite walk/servant events

Only John records Mary Magdalene’s Easter 
morning encounter with our risen Lord Jesus. 
She had readied herself to see a corpse, not an 
empty tomb. And then turning around, she saw 
Jesus — but she did not know it was Jesus (John 
20).  

All of life’s important events need preparation. 
Parents prepare children for school. Graduates 
prepare to enter the job market. Adults prepare 
for marriage. 

Was Mary prepared to turn around and see the 
risen Lord Jesus? This is the most important 
preparation there is! 

A fad years ago was to make a sign and put it on 
a post along a highway: “Prepare to Meet Your 
God.” But a little road sign isn’t enough. It doesn’t 
answer important questions such as, “Who is this 
God?”, “Why would He want to meet me?” and 
“How can I prepare?”

By the living Word of the Gospel, the women 
of the LWML are planted everywhere in order 
to help prepare people to meet their God with 
repentant, grateful and joyful hearts. You are 
in homes, at work and in many other forms of 
social settings — and that’s where unprepared 
people are! Your invitation brings them into the 
church, where the Spirit is preparing all people 
— through Word and Sacrament — to know their 
Lord now and then to meet Him face to face. 

The Lamb of God has warmed the Father’s heart 
toward us. He welcomes everyone we help point 
toward Him. You have become the Lord’s sign. 
Prepare to meet the unprepared!  

Rev.  Matthew Vrudny
Park Region Pastoral Counselor

The LWML Retreat at Lutheran Island Camp is 
scheduled for Aug. 7-9. Rev. Bruce Timm will lead 
Bible study based on Eph. 1:3-10. We will look 
at blessings of many kinds. More information is 
available at lwmlmnn.org.

Be prepared

Save the 
dates!

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

The New Beginnings Pregnancy 
Care Center (NBPCC) mission 
statement is: “To offer compas-
sion, hope and help to empower 
people and promote life.” NBPCC 
envisions a community where all 
children are cared for from concep-
tion, parents have the opportunity 
to learn how to develop a safe and 
loving home, and those who have 
been hurt by prior choices can 
receive forgiveness and healing 
through the love of Jesus. 

NBPCC services include free and 
confidential pregnancy testing, lim-
ited obstetric ultrasounds, prenatal 
vitamins, STI education and breast-
feeding education. The boutique 
provides many items from diapers 

Convention ingathering: New Beginnings
to baby clothes or furniture. Certi-
fied technicians provide training of 
car-seat installation and use. 

Needs 
Monetary donations will be used 
to provide housing for two moms 
and their babies in maternity 
rooms. Boutique items needed are:
▶  Clear bins (24” long by 16” wide 

by 13-14” high) for clothing 
storage 

▶ Diapers (especially sizes 3-6)
▶  Infant clothing
▶  Socks ▶  Baby wipes
▶  Sleep sacs ▶  Diaper bags
▶  Backpacks ▶  Burp cloths
▶  Children’s clothing (sizes 4-6)
▶  Maternity clothes

Posterity shall serve him; it 
shall be told of the Lord to 
the coming generation; they 
shall come and proclaim his 
righteousness to a people yet 
unborn… — Ps. 22:30-31

wear a T-shirt from a previous mite 
walk and register on the convention 
registration form.

You will be able to choose from three 
servant events at the convention 
in June: quilts for Alaska, rolled ban-
dages, and witness bracelets. More 
details will be at lwmlmnn.org. 


