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75 years ago, two decisive battles were 

fought: the Battle of Iwo Jima and the Battle 

of Okinawa. At Iwo Jima there were more 

than 26,000 American casualties, including 

6,800 dead. The 82-day Battle for Okinawa 

resulted in casualties of over 62,000 of 

whom over 12,000 were killed or missing. 

Listening to the amazing accounts of those 

still living who survived these battles is 

overpowering as they recall they’re buddies 

who didn’t survive. 

There are many stories of combat in which 

an individual not only risked, but gave, his 

life to save his fellow soldiers from certain 

death. Those, indeed, are heroic acts, deeds 

not to be forgotten, especially by those 

whose lives were spared. 

On the night before He died, Jesus told His 

disciples, “Greater love has no one than 

this, that someone lay down his life for his 

friends” (John 15:13). He laid down His life 

for them, but not only for them – He did so 

also for us and for all sinners. He served as 

our substitute. 

The Prophet Isaiah describes this beautifully 

in chapter 53:  

4. “Surely He has borne our griefs 

and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed Him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. 

5. But He was pierced for our 

transgressions; 

He was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon Him was the chastisement that 

brought us peace, 

and with His wounds we are healed. 

6. All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned—every one—to his own 

way; 

and the LORD has laid on Him 

the iniquity of us all.” 

The Lord’s Servant was not “stricken by God, 

smitten by Him, and afflicted” because of 

any wrongs He had committed. Rather, it 

was for the sins of others. It was for our 

transgressions and for our iniquities. By 

nature all of us were like lost sheep, helpless 

and hopeless, headed for the abyss of hell. 

Like sheep, “we all have turned—every 

one—to his own way,” has followed the 

path of our sinful desires. We would be lost 

forever if the Christ had not become our 

substitute, if the Lord had not “laid on Him 

the iniquity of us all.” 

This Servant suffered the terrible 

consequences of our sins. He took upon 

Himself all the grief and misery caused by 

our sins. He bore our guilt. 
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“This Servant suffered the 

terrible consequences 

of our sins. He took 

upon Himself all the grief 

and misery caused by our 

sins. He bore our guilt.” 

http://biblehub.com/isaiah/53-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/53-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/53-6.htm


 

DISTRICT HAPPENINGS 
Rev. Douglas Thompson was installed 

as Pastor at Trinity, Fisher and St. Paul 

Euclid on Sunday, March 1st. Pictured 

are (back row): Rev. David Laue, Rev. 

Steve Bohler, Rev. Daniel Voth, Rev. 

Ron Hobbie, Rev. Daniel Suelzle. (front 

row): Rev. Bruce Blocker, Rev. Larry 

Harvala, Rev. Douglas Thompson, Rev. 

Dr. Don Fondow (District President 

and Installer), Rev. Thomas Puffe, Rev. 

Mark Chepulis. 

The LWML of Trinity - Sauk Rapids with the aid of a 

grant from Thrivent packed gift bags for school 

children.  

We have a teacher in our congregation who has 

several students who do not have the basics that we 

all take for granted.  So we packed socks, hats, 

toothbrushes & paste, hand sanitizer etc. We also 

purchased several books through Prince of Peace 

school's book sale so that each of the students could take a book home. The ladies all 

enjoyed the event and we are looking for our next project. 

OUR RESPONSE TO 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTED 

SUICIDE 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Fred Hinz, 
Public Policy Advocate for the MN North & 

South Districts 

Sunday, April 26, 2020 

2:30 pm 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

6311 Mildred Rd., Baxter, MN 
 

Brainerd Circuit Convocation: 

 Affirm the gift of life 

 Grow in your knowledge of this 

challenging issue 

 Defend against worldly influence 

 

“I have come that they may have life, 

and have it to the full.”  

John 10:10b 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
AT WEBER CELEBRATES  
150TH ANNIVERSARY 

Rev. Paul Anderson and District 

President Rev. Don Fondow 

A group of MN North District Parish Professionals 

gathered together for a photo at the Best Practices 

in Ministry Conference at Christ Church Lutheran 

in Phoenix, AZ in February. Pictured are: Emily 

Sagissor (DCE at Our Redeemer, Moorhead), Ruth 

Woltmann (DCE at Peace in Christ, Hermantown), 

Tim Stroming (DCE at Our Redeemer, Cohasset),  

Cassie Drenkow (DCE at Redeemer, Wilmar), 

Emmalee Kuphal (DCE at Trinity, Sabin) and Caleb 

Kunze (Lay Minister at Love of Christ, St. Cloud). 

Please Note that due to 

anticipated cancellations and 

travel restrictions in the coming 

months, we have decided to 

postpone the TECH + Workshop 

originally scheduled for April 

25th to later in the year. We will 

share a new date as soon as we 

are able to reschedule. 



A MESSAGE FROM THE MN NORTH DISTRICT LIFE COORDINATOR 
Rev. Jason Wolter, Benson, MN 

In various churches across our district, 

pastors are using their midweek Lenten 

services as an opportunity to preach on 

various topics.  Sometimes these are referred 

to as a, “sermon series”.  We (at St. Mark’s in 

Benson) are no different.  Our sermon series 

for this Lenten season is the petitions of “The 

Lord’s Prayer”.  Obviously, there are a lot of 

different ways for a preacher to go, when the 

subject is so theologically rich and spiritually 

important.   

There is a Law-Gospel aspect to the Lord’s 

Prayer, in which (as usual) the Gospel comes 

first.  In the prayer that our Lord taught us, 

God identifies Himself as our Father.  

Through baptism, we have inherited the gift 

of sonship, such that we can now call Jesus 

our “brother”, as well as our “Lord”.  This is 

the “Gospel” that we’re reminded of each 

time we pray, “Our Father...”   

After that bit of Gospel comes seven different 

petitions (prayer requests).  And each one is 

asking God for something that is already His 

will to do for us.  In some cases, we’re asking 

God to help us respond appropriately to the 

gifts of grace that we’ve already received.  In 

one case, we ask God for the earthly things 

that we need to support this body and life.  

But regardless of the petition, all of our 

requests focus on asking God to help us live 

out the faith that He has given to us. 

With that in mind, it shouldn’t come as a 

surprise that Jesus encourages His disciples 

(including us), “that they ought always to 

pray and not lose heart” (Luke 18:1).  For 

one thing, if it’s God’s will: He will 

(eventually) grant our requests- for the sake 

of His Name.  In other words: if He has said 

(in His Word) that it is His will (like praying for 

a stronger faith or an opportunity to share 

the Gospel with a neighbor)... then- for the 

sake of His own reputation- He promises to 

grant that petition.  But that doesn’t mean 

that He’ll grant it right away.  The 

unrighteous judge (from Luke 18) didn’t grant 

the widow’s request right away; and God 

doesn’t always grant us our requests right 

away either.  That’s why we’re supposed to 

keep on praying, even if we don’t 

immediately see results. 

Perhaps God doesn’t immediately grant us 

what we ask for, as a way of testing us.  Do 

we really want to have a stronger faith?  Do 

we really want our neighbor to be saved?  

Clearly God wants those things.  But do we?  

Or are we only moved for the moment... until 

our hearts turn towards other things?  Is our 

desire for those things sincere... or are we 

just saying the things that we think God 

wants to hear? 

I am confronted by that question often.  I 

abhor abortion.  And I hate it when the world 

says that some lives have more value and 

worth than others.  So what can I do to effect 

change?  Well, there are lots of things I can 

do... and I even do some of them.  But first 

and foremost: I should be praying.  Yet I have 

to confess: I’m not as persistent in my 

prayers as I ought to be.  I pray every 

morning for my family.  But I don’t pray every 

day for the unborn children of the distressed 

women who did not want to become 

mothers.  Nor do I pray for those mothers, 

themselves.   

This is hard for me to type... because I know 

it’s true, which is hard for me to confess.  

God has invited me to bring petitions “for 

life” to Him.  And I know that it is His will: to 

see all people have life- and have it 

abundantly.  Yet I do not take Him up on that 

offer.  And I’m guessing that I’m not alone.   

If you’re taking the time to read this article, 

you are probably a strong defender of “life”.  

But, like me, you’re probably not as 

persistent in prayer (about it) as you’d like to 

be.  Therefore, I’m asking that during the 

season of Lent: instead of giving something 

up, use this time of reflection and repentance 

to start doing something.  Join with me in 

praying - persistently - “for life”.   

Let us pray for the elderly and infirm, who 

have been deceived into thinking that their 

lives no longer matter.  Let us pray for those 

with various physical and mental challenges, 

who - by some people - are thought of as 

burdens, rather than blessings.  Let us pray 

for the unborn... and for their moms (and 

dads!) who are experiencing an unplanned 

pregnancy.  Let us pray for the people and 

organizations that provide resources for 

these families in crisis.  Let us pray for all our 

legislators, be they pro-life or pro-abortion: 

that God would guide and bless each one of 

them.  And let us pray for the Church, that 

she would never fail to be a stalwart 

defender of the inherent value and infinite 

worth of each and every person- at every 

stage of life. 

There are lots of things that we can do to 

proclaim a “pro-life” message to the world; 

and- hopefully- you are doing some of those 

things.  But let us make sure that- first and 

foremost- we pray.  For, “the eyes of the 

Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are 

open to their prayer” (1 Pet. 3:12); and “The 

prayer of a righteous person has great 

power as it is working” (James 5:16). 

O Lord, as You have created each human life 

in Your image, we pray that You would open 

the eyes of all: to see each life as a priceless 

gift... and to love all others even more than 

we love ourselves.  Gracious Savior, You 

desired that all children would be able to 

come to You.  Therefore we ask that You 

would work through the leaders and laws of 

this land, so that Your will might be done.  

Amen.   

Is our desire for those things sincere...  

or are we just saying the things that we 

think God wants to hear? 



Do you feel you are a reluctant witness? Don't we all feel that way? Lutheran Hour 

Ministries has gathered some exciting research on the state of Christianity in America.  Let's 

journey together by hearing the research, understanding non-Christians in contemporary 

culture and learn practical ways to reach them through spiritual conversations.   

This course is an interactive course with vignettes, opportunities for conversation, practice 

and time for questions related to personal experiences.  Participants will walk away from 

this course with practical skills and resources in their hands to start this journey of having 

spiritual conversations with any unchurched friends in their lives. They will be surprised at 

how easy spiritual conversations can be!   

The course is presented by Michelle Gillard, Director of Christian Outreach, M.A. Christian 

Outreach. She can be reached at MichelleGillard@gmail.com 

BRING MICHELLE’S WORKSHOP TO YOUR CONGREGATION! 

For us He was pierced and crushed! For 

our peace He suffered the punishment 

of hell. Our iniquity was laid on Him. 

Christ’s substitutionary death alone 

could atone for our sins. On its basis 

alone God has declared us forgiven. 

The words of Isaiah written by the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit are 

precious. They are the very heart of the 

Good News of the Bible. There is no 

better news! It is the only news by 

which the Holy Spirit calls sinners to 

faith. Through it He strengthens us in 

faith and enables us to live Christian 

lives, to shine as stars in this sin 

darkened world. 

What a privilege that the Lord has 

called us to share this Word of Life in a 

world of death. Christ is in the midst of 

His church, reaching out over the world 

by stretching the church out over the 

world. The Good News of Christ and 

the salvation He has won moves from 

one person to another. We simply 

share what we ourselves have 

received. We have been given the 

message of salvation. By the Spirit’s 

power we believe. In thankfulness we 

share the Good News so that others 

may also believe and live for their 

victorious Lord and Savior.  

A blessed Lent as you journey to the 

cross of Christ upon which the Prince of 

Glory died and a joyful Easter as you 

celebrate that Christ is risen!            

Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle; 

Sing the ending of the fray.  

Now above the cross, the trophy,  

Sound the loud triumphant lay;  

Tell how Christ, the worlds’ redeemer,  

As a victim won the day. - LSB 454 
 

President Don Fondow  
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CHRIST ON THE COAST SERVANT EVENT 
Ramona Lutheran Church, Ramona, CA. July 26-31, 2020 

Servants ( ages 14+) will help facilitate Vacation Bible School and help with light facility 

repairs. 

Our hope is for the servants to share the Gospel with our VBS participants and the 

community. VBS is the largest annual outreach for our church, bringing in more participants 

than our regular Sunday church attendance! This is a great fellowship opportunity and we 

need people who are passionate about sharing the Gospel with our community.  

Sign up at: http://servantevents.lcms.org/viewFULL.asp?EventID=1487 

IDENTITY AND CREATION: 21st-Century Problems, 1st-Century Solutions 

Featuring: Dr. Adam Koontz 

June 8-10 in St. Cloud, MN (Prince of Peace Lutheran School) 

How do we know who we are? Much of the confusion we experience today is not new. 

People in the ancient world asked themselves the same questions about marriage, ethnici-

ty, gender, and sexuality. The New Testament provides solutions to these ancient/modern 

problems through the life we now have in Christ. 

www.ctsfw.edu/ctsfw-events/continuing-education/st-cloud-minnesota 

mailto:MichelleGillard@gmail.com
http://servantevents.lcms.org/viewFULL.asp?EventID=1487
http://www.ctsfw.edu/ctsfw-events/continuing-education/st-cloud-minnesota


Concordia University, St. Paul 

April 4th, 2020 
 

This year’s topic: The Book of Judges 
 

To  learn more, visit the website: mnbiblebowl.org - OR -  
 

 

Contact Pastor Breitbarth: s.breitbarth@mchsi.com 

ORGANIST WORKSHOP 
Saturday, April  18, 2020  

8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Barnum, MN 
 

Featuring: Kantor Richard Resch 

$20 
Lunch &  

Refreshments 

will be served 

For more information or to register for the workshop,  

email JACKIE or call the church:  218-389-6849 

THE RICHARD G. 
KAPFER MEMORIAL 

SYMPOSIUM ON 
PREACHING 

May 18 (10 AM-5 PM) &  

19 (9-12 PM), 2020  

Memorial Lutheran Church and 

Student Center, Ames, IA 
 

The symposium will be held at Memorial 

Lutheran Church and Student Center, 

2228 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA, where 

Richard Kapfer served as senior pastor 

from 1977-1985. We are pleased to have 

Dr. Reed Lessing presenting on 

FOLLOWING YOUR LEAD, LETTING THE 

WORD COME ALIVE: CHOOSING, 

STUDYING, AND PRESENTING TEXTS 

FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT   

Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing 

serves as Senior 

Pastor at St. Michael 

Lutheran Church in 

Ft. Wayne, Indiana. 

Prior to that he was 

on the faculty of 

Concordia Seminary 

in St. Louis from 

1999-2013. Dr. Lessing has authored six 

books and his newest commentary on 

Zechariah will be published by CPH in 

2021. 

The entire cost of the symposium 

(including registration and lunch) will be 

underwritten by the Richard G. Kapfer 

Memorial Fund and a grant from 

American Church Group/Brotherhood 

Mutual Insurance Company. 

Dinner and evening activities will be on 

your own.  

To register please fill out the form at https://

docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLScXOxrfUSLVTBDEHImHBwya0N-

Eqdu9L5Q6y-vZayKzsG8zfA/viewform or 

contact Pastor Ryan Roehrig at 

pastor.roehrig@gmail.com or 631-456-2875 

We are looking forward to seeing you at this 

continuing education event. 

HOW CAN YOU SERVE YOUR PEOPLE DURING A PANDEMIC?   

With the recent outbreak of COVID-19, we are forced to consider how we might serve our 

congregation if we are unable to continue public worship. How about Facebook 

live?  Here’s what you need: 

1. A Facebook Page for your church. If you don’t have one - start one up and encourage 

your members to “like” it. If you don’t know how to set one of these up, contact 

Monte Meyer at the MN North District (218-829-1781).  He’ll talk you through it.   

2. Use a smart phone which is connected to your Facebook church 

page (again, if you don’t know, call Monte). 

3. Go buy a tripod and a smart phone holder. If you want to get really 

fancy, you can even get a better microphone for around $130.   

4. Set it up on the tripod so you see the whole front of the church and the pastor.  When 

church begins, press “Live Video” and do your service.  When you are finished, just 

stop the live event and save it to your church’s Facebook page.  Voila - you have just 

done a live streaming event for members of your church. 

I tested this out at a midweek Lenten service recently.  We have a tiny church Facebook 

page - 28 people “like” our page.  We had over 300 views in one day. Think about it.   If 

you want me to help walk you through setting it up and what exactly you may want to 

purchase - call me at 218-829-1781.  It’s easy and it’s really effective. 

     ~ Rev. Monte Meyer, Parish Life Facilitator 

https://www.mnbiblebowl.org
mailto:s.breitbarth@mchsi.com
mailto:JRVBAV@hotmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXOxrfUSLVTBDEHImHBwya0N-Eqdu9L5Q6y-vZayKzsG8zfA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXOxrfUSLVTBDEHImHBwya0N-Eqdu9L5Q6y-vZayKzsG8zfA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXOxrfUSLVTBDEHImHBwya0N-Eqdu9L5Q6y-vZayKzsG8zfA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXOxrfUSLVTBDEHImHBwya0N-Eqdu9L5Q6y-vZayKzsG8zfA/viewform
mailto:pastor.roehrig@gmail.com


PATIENCE 

AND  

PERFECTION 

Several years ago, I shared the following 

piece on unity and working together. In our 

contentious times today, I thought it was 

worthwhile to revisit this same theme.  

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when 

brothers dwell in unity!” (Psalm 133:1)  

What a great opportunity it is that God has 

given us to be a part of this Body of Christ. 

We are able to do together those things that 

God has called us to do. What pure joy it is to 

know that He has gathered us together in His 

church to work together to share the love of 

Christ and His life-saving message! The 

Lutheran Study Bible on Psalm 133 puts it 

this way, “Living in unity is as soothing as 

being anointed with oil, as refreshing as dew 

from the mountains on a parched desert. 

Descriptions of the goodness and pleasure of 

unity and brotherhood remind us that we 

often experience discord, strife, and disunity 

instead. This is true of our families, our 

communities, and our churches. Yet Christ’s 

prayer is ‘that they may be one, even as We 

are one.’ He bestows that unity through the 

Holy Spirit in the refreshing waters of 

Baptism.”  

Although our times are contentious, imagine, 

if you will, what we can accomplish through 

the God-given unity we have as baptized 

children of God. When we endeavor to 

partner together to connect with the lonely, 

the dying, the downtrodden, the lost among 

us, we are exponentially stronger to live out 

the strong faith & fervent love which God has 

granted to us. This is our commitment as 

LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission, to 

facilitate partnerships and bring forth 

resources so that together we can “Reach 

Rural America for Christ.”  

Read the RSTM newsletter HERE. 

 STRONG FAITH, FERVENT LOVE: Living in Unity  Rev. Todd Kollbaum 

 “… and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord…”   

  —Post-Communion Collect, Divine Service, Lutheran Service Book  

June 6, 2020 

8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Trinity Lutheran Church, New York Mills 

 

Presenter: Rev. Dr. Daniel Paavola 
 

• Find a union of patience and perfection. 

• Identify 7 Biblical themes that are repeated actions 

combining God’s perfection and patience.  

• Identify how perfection welcomes failure. 

 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; 

against such things there is no law.” - Galatians 5:22-23 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=XVuSZydCgV52gxH1JS4driJdh5xpln6T
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07egyrfnv2a79c6332&llr=n8viiwiab&showPage=true




MISSIONARY MINUTES 

DAN & JOAN JASTRAM Pastor Jastram serves as a manager for theological education in Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan. Pas-

tor Jastram shares: “A lot has been happening here in Asia since last we communicated! Of course, the coronavirus, or 

COVID-19 has loomed large in it all. Thank you for your prayers as we live, by God's grace, through the uncertainties and 

disruptions in daily life that are accompanying the outbreak. It is preoccupying and as a consequence energy-draining 

some days. Nevertheless, we remain in good health and the work continues—despite some extra twists and turns.” Learn more 

HERE.  Become a partner HERE.  

PUERTO RICO Missionaries in Puerto Rico continue to respond to disaster relief 

needs: “We give thanks for the many of you who have offered of your time and 

financial resources for the assistance of the people in Ponce and Mayaguez. We 

have been able to bring extra pastors and support staff on the ground to assist 

on a rotating basis. We have a temporary worship and response center set up in 

Ponce. Over 500 bags of supplies have been handed out, and countless families 

visited by the Neuendorfs, Stephanie Wilde, and others. Many have requested 

follow-ups, baptisms and church membership.”Contributions to LCMS Disaster 

Response (Puerto Rico) will aid some of the short term costs. Learn more HERE.  

Contributions to the FORO will help with longer term efforts, including support 

for our alliance missionaries and for a much-needed local administrative staff person. Missionaries Rev. James and Christel (Ponce) are 

sharing regular updates on their Facebook Page and newsletter HERE. See Pastor DiLiberto’s (Mayaguez) newsletter HERE 

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH AND SCHOOL, COTTON TREE LIBERIA Rev. James NS Kollie serves Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and School 

in Cotton Tree, Liberia. They are thankful for a recent gift from Orphan Grain Train! Pastor Kollie is pursuing a Doctorate Degree at CTS, Fort 

Wayne, IN, with hopes of then teaching pastors in Liberia. Jamesetta Kollie, a 

2019 CSP grad is working towards a Master’s Degree. Gifty Kollie (deaconess 

student at CUC) and Diane (in high school at Concordia Academy, Roseville, 

MN) are also studying in the US with plans to return to Liberia to use their 

education. Funds collected and disbursed to date for the School: $134,807; for 

Pastor Kollie’s education: $51,695; for Jamesetta’s education: $10,031; and  for 

Gifty’s education: $15,066. Donations can be sent to: MN North District, PO Box 

604, Brainerd, MN 56401.  

PROJECT 24 & CHRIST’S CARE FOR CHILDREN - KENYA Project 24 is an initiative of the LCMS Office of International 

Mission and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya. This last December our students who are entering second-

ary school in January joined our existing secondary students for a 2 day fun event at Project 24: Lenkishon. This 

annual event was a time for the students to see one another again, have some time of fellowship and also be 

taught by our partner ELCK pastors within the six dioceses. The topics taught included: youth in a contemporary 

world, the importance of prayer, youth and sexuality, and career choices. Jesca (pictured here) is one of the 109 

children who were able to participate and learn a lot of new things. As they continue to grow in their education, 

the ELCK has made it a priority for the students to continue to learn about the Lutheran faith. What a great oppor-

tunity for them to come all together and learn more about the church who is supporting them. Total Number of Students at the P24 sites: 

190 children; Number of Students Sponsored as to date: 140. Find project newsletters HERE and HERE. District support for Project 24 to 

date is $111,934. Support for CCC: Kenya date is $17,366.  

Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser are excited to extend the partnership between Lutheran Bible Translators and the 

Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY). In the early 1980’s, Susan helped establish a literacy 

program for the Loko people of Sierra Leone. Together with Jim they helped to translate the New Testament 

for the Kono people of Sierra Leone, and later the New Testament for the Chaldean people of Iraq. Jim now 

consults with six different translation projects and Susan provides care to other missionaries.  Susan is a 

former member of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Willmar. Learn more  HERE. 

Support for any of these missionaries can be sent to:   Minnesota North District—LCMS,  

PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN 56401 —earmarked for the specific mission or missionary. 

https://mcusercontent.com/49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91/files/eac1a6f7-49f3-4005-948c-402297ed5b6c/2020_February_March_Jastram_Newsletter.pdf?utm_source=Jastrams+to+Japan+Newsletter&utm_campaign=546b17797e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_01_09_37&utm_medium=email&utm_t
https://jastrams.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91&id=1d47a8fe30&e=345b4fa2d1
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/disaster-response
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/puerto-rico-foro
https://www.facebook.com/sendjamesandchristel/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/_compresseds/9f2d5086-5c8b-4a1e-8f83-191b88d82b15.jpg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AUFkCSkd5uPOzr15T1aM0jLGOZrElx9U/view
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CALLS ACCEPTED 

WOOD LAKE, St. Luke’s - Rev. David Tilney, Cloquet, MN accepted the Call. Installation 

4/5/2020 

 

CALLING CONGREGATIONS   

BARNESVILLE, St. John’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Gary Rehborg) 

BELLINGHAM/CORRELL/ODESSA, Trinity/Grace/Trinity 

BROWNS VALLEY/CLAIRE CITY, SD, Zion/Zion  (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Larry Johnson)  

Calling a 2020 Seminary Candidate 

CROWN, Zion (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Don Polege) - Calling a 2020 Seminary Graduate 

ELY/BABBITT, First/Good Shepherd (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Steve Breitbarth) 

FERGUS FALLS/FRIBERG, Faith/Immanuel - Calling a 2020 Seminary Candidate 

GRAND RAPIDS, First 

MADISON, St. John (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Noel Herr) 

MOORHEAD, Our Redeemer (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. George Krueger & Rev. Adam 

Harvala) Called Rev. Ben Micheel, Crestwood, KY 

PEQUOT LAKES, Gloria Dei (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Mark Johnson) Called Rev. David 

Mommens, Melrose, MN. He declined the Call. 

RED LAKE FALLS/PLUMMER, St. John/Redeemer (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Frank Milo) 

ST. CLOUD/CLEAR LAKE, Faith/Trinity - Calling a 2020 Seminary Candidate 

ST. CLOUD, Holy Cross (Senior Pastor) - Called Rev. Steve Schulz, Fargo, ND. He declined 

the Call. 

ST. CLOUD, Redeemer (Associate Pastor)  Calling a 2020 Seminary Candidate 

VILLARD/GROVE LAKE, St. John/Trinity -  Calling a 2020 Seminary Candidate. 

 

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 

Rev. George Morris to Trinity Lutheran Church, Bowie, MD. He declined the Call. 

Rev. George Morris to St. Paul’s, Watertown, MN. He accepted the Call. 

Rev. Steve Benson to Trinity, Oshkosh, WI. 

 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CHANGES 

Caleb Kunze (Lay Minister) received a Call to Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Anoka, MN. 

MINNESOTA NORTH DISTRICT—Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

CALL UPDATE 
CHURCH WORKER 
WELLNESS RESOURCES 

In Our District: 

CHURCH WORKER CARE 

COORDINATOR: Rev. Paul 

Cloeter is available to provide a 

listening ear, sound advice and even 

professional referrals. He can be 

reached at (320) 333-6319 or 

paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 

HEALTHY CHURCH WORKERS: 

HealthyChurchWorkers.com exists 

to help ministers and their spouses 

to live the abundant life Jesus 

promised in John 10:10. 
 

From the Synod: 

CHURCH WORKER WELLNESS 

ONLINE: Whether you are a 

church worker or spouse — or 

someone who loves those who are 

called to serve — the LCMS prays 

that these resources are helpful. 

Learn more HERE. 
 

Recognized Service Organizations: 

DOXOLOGY: DOXOLOGY offers 

an innovative program of advanced 

study retreats to strengthen pastors 

for the task of faithfully 

shepherding the souls entrusted to 

their care. Doxology.us 

GRACE PLACE WELLNESS: 

Grace Place Wellness is a preventive 

wellness ministry that seeks to 

positively impact the ministry of 

Christian congregations. 

www.graceplacewellness.org 

SHEPHERD’S CANYON 

RETREAT: Shepherd’s Canyon 

Retreat offers seven carefully 

designed days of individual, couple 

and group Christian counseling for 

church professionals and their 

spouses. 

shepherdscanyonretreat.org 

mailto:paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org?subject=Church%20Worker%20Care
https://www.healthychurchworkers.com/
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/church-worker-wellness
https://www.doxology.us
https://www.graceplacewellness.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

March 28, 2020  Apologetics for Parents, Lutheran Island Camp 

 

April 4, 2019   State Bible Bowl, Concordia St. Paul 

April 10 & 13, 2020  Easter Break, District Office Closed 

April 18, 2020   Organist Workshop, Emmanuel, Barnum 

April 26, 2020   Brainerd Circuit Convocation, Prince of Peace, Baxter 

 

May 3-4, 2020   MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 

May 11-13, 2020  MN State Pastors Conference, Madden’s in Brainerd 

May 15, 2020   MN North District Schools Track Meet, St. Paul’s, Perham 

 

June 6, 2020   Parish Nurse Conference, Trinity, New York Mills 

June 22-24, 2020  MN North District LWML Convention, Grand Rapids 

 

July 14, 2020   LWML Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 

 

August 19-20, 2020  New Workers Orientation, District Office 

August 20, 2020  Retired Workers Luncheon, Brainerd 

Aug 31– Sept 1, 2020  Circuit Visitors Conference, District Office 

 

September 20-22, 2020 Fall Pastors Conference, Lutheran Island Camp 

September 27-28, 2020 MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 

 

October 13, 2020  LWML Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 

 

November 20-22, 2020 MN North District Youth Gathering, St. Cloud 

 

December 6-7, 2020  MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 

 

April 12-14, 2021  MN North District Convention—Madden’s on Gull Lake 

CHURCHES CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES 
July 12, 2020   50 years  Church Building at Trinity, Staples  

August 15-16, 2020    75 years  Redeemer Lutheran Church, St. Cloud 

August 16, 2020  125 years  St. John Lutheran Church, Thief River Falls 

October 11, 2020  100 years  Trinity Lutheran Church, Isle 
 

Please contact the District Office if your congregation will be celebrating an Anniversary. 



IN OUR PRAYERS 
The family of Rev. Gregory Tyler (em., Maple Grove) who was called 

to glory on February 26th. Pastor Tyler served at Immanuel, 

Walker from 1987-1989. 

 

Rev. Fred Kutter( Immanuel, Albany), recovering after surgery. 

Rev. Norm Hanan (em. Annandale), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Don Wagner (Trinity, Deer Creek), recovering after surgery. 

Rev. Larry Cain (em. Cromwell) dealing with health issues. 

John Kutter, Brother of Rev. Fred Kutter (Immanuel, Albany) 

continuing to deal with health issues. 

Rev. Henry Koopman (em. Waite Park) recovering after heart 

surgery. 

Mrs. Sheila Brustuen, wife of Rev. Keith Brustuen (St. Paul, 

Montevideo) recovering after hip surgery. 

Rev. Mark Hesse (Grace, Sebeka & Nimrod, Nimrod) recovering 

after surgery. 

Mrs. Mary Weber, wife of Rev. Dr. Karl Weber (St. John, Ottertail & 

St. Paul, Richville), diagnosed with cancer. 

Mrs. Charlotte Kollie, wife of Rev. James Kollie (Good Shepherd, 

Cotton Tree, Liberia), dealing with health issues 

Rev. Dean Stolz (Zion, Crosby & Immanuel, Iron Hub) dealing with 

health issues. 

George Miller, dealing with severe back pain. 

Rev. Jim Meyer (cand. Thief River Falls), dealing with health issues. 

 Jenny Schoessow (wife of Rev. David Schoessow, Christ, Superior, 

WI), who is dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Ron Tibbets (em. Aitkin), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. David Milz (St. John, Kimball), dealing with heart issues. 

Rev. Victor Dorn, (em., St. Cloud), dealing with health issues. 

Mrs. Jolene Wagner (St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Perham), dealing 

with a blood disorder. 

Rev. Paul Dare’s (Zion, Alexandria) father, diagnosed with cancer. 

The mother of Rev. Dennis McManus, facing a number of health 

issues. 

Mrs. Martha Buchholz (wife of sainted pastor Rev. Henry Buchholz), 

Richville, who is having health issues. 

Rev. Gunard Heikkila (em., New York Mills), who is recovering after 

surgery. 

Mary Langemo Hughes (daughter of Rev. Martin & Carol Langemo, 

Princeton), who is suffering from hyperacusis. 

Mrs. Melissa Martini-Tischer, wife of Rev. Steven Tischer (Zion, 

Princeton), diagnosed with sarcoidosis.  

Rev. Robert and Mrs. Phyllis Volkert (em., Palisade), both dealing 

with health issues. 

David Rickbeil (brother of Rev. Blake Rickbeil, St. Paul, Bertha), who 

has been missing for several months. 

 

 

MN North District Seminary Students: 

LeAnn  Gregoire, Isle, Deaconess student at CTSFW 

Gino Marchetti II, Elk River, student at CTSFW 

Joshua Mork, Moorhead, student at CSL 

Josef Muench, Duluth, on vicarage in Capistrao Beach, CA 

Carl Seim, Elk River, SMP student at CSL 

Stafford Thompson, Brainerd, on vicarage in Howard Lake, MN 

Stephanie Wilde, Parkers Prairie, Deaconess student on internship 

in Puerto Rico 

 

Those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of our District 

family: 

Rev. Noah Rogness, serving a Special Assignment in Washington DC, 

US Army Reserve 

LT Geoffrey Gronewold, Active Duty Chaplain, US Army—North 

Carolina 

Chaplain Captain Vincent Bain—Active Duty Chaplain, Fort 

Campbell, KY  

Chaplain Lt. Aaron Bell, son-in-law of Pastor Tom and Mary Brinkley 

(St. Matthew, Esko) – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy Camp 

Pendleton 

Chaplain LCDR John Thomson – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy 

Guam 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth (em., Hibbing), LCMS endorsed Emergency 

Response Chaplain and Disaster Response Chaplain 

Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda Bonk —US Army 

MSgt Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Don & Connie Fondow, Park 

Rapids—US Army 

Ens. Michaela Biegner, granddaughter of Rev. Paul (em. Brainerd) 

and Joan Biegner,  Pensacola, FL Flight School 

Ensign Emily Geddes, granddaughter of Virginia Ansorge—US Navy 

Dennis Gerold, husband of DCO Abby Dawkins Gerold, US Air Force 

Timothy Milo, son of Rev. Frank & Sue Milo, —MN National Guard 

1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan Uhrinak, Crosslake, 

Air Force 

Sgt. Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & Bonnie Vrudny, 

Walker, with the Army Reserve Engineering unit in Mankato. 

Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene Wagner, Trinity, Deer 

Creek, National Guard 

 

Missionaries Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serving as career 

missionaries through the LCMS in northern Asia, based in 

Tokyo, Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and 

Mrs. Phyllis Jastram) 

Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser, serving with Lutheran Bible 

Translators in Ethiopia. 



Rev. Don Fondow, District President  don.fondow@mnnlcms.org  

Diana Ruopp, Admin. Ass’t     diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org 
 

Mission & Ministry Facilitators: 

Rev. Jeffrey Lee [MaCO]  jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 

Rev. Monte Meyer [PLaN]  monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org   
 

George Miller, LCEF/Office Manager     george.miller@mnnlcms.org   

Bookkeeper  -  Angie Ringstrom angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org  

LCEF        lcef@mnnlcms.org  

 

Church Worker Care Coordinator:  Rev. Paul Cloeter  

    paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 

 

Congregational Care Counselor: Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala  

    congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org  

 

Lutheran Witness Editor Rev. Philip Hoppe (320) 233-6138  

   the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  
  

Gift Planning Counselor: Mr. David Priebe   

   david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary:  Rev. Marty Mably, Elk River  

   pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  
 

District Treasurer:  Mr. Mike Uran  

   treasurer@mnnlcms.org    
 

Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

Rev. Ron Carnicom, Chairman (218/675-6532) constitution@mnnlcms.org 

CONTACT US 

Mail:  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604   

Phone:   218/829-1781   800/482-5022  Fax:  218/829-0037 

e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org   website:  www.mnnlcms.org 

APRIL PRAYER CALENDAR 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Good Shepherd, 

Alexandria - Rev. 

Timothy Schiller 

2 

Zion, Alexandria - 

Rev. Paul Dare 

3 

Immanuel, Apple-

ton (Shible Twp.) - 

Rev. Don Klatt 

4 

5 6 

Trinity, Appleton - 

Rev. John  

Ramsbacher 

7 

Redeemer, Aurora  

- Rev. Don Stauty 

8 

Sonrise, Avon - 

Rev. Jeffrey  

Manthe 

9 

Good Shepherd, 

Babbitt - Rev. Ste-

ve Breitbarth, VP 

10 

Office Closed—

Good Friday 

11 

12 

Easter 

Sunday 

13 

Office Closed 

14 

Emmanuel,  

Backus - Rev. 

Travis Lauterbach 

15 

Redeemer, Bagley 

- Rev. Eli Voigt 

16 

St. John’s, 

Barnesville - Rev. 

Gary Rehborg, VP 

17 

Emmanuel,  

Barnum - Rev. 

Brad Vogt 

18 

19 20 

Bethlehem,  

Baudette - Rev. 

William Moeller, Jr. 

21 

Prince of Peace, 

Baxter - Rev. Greg 

Coop 

22 

Grace, Becker - 

Rev. David John-

son 

23 

Trinity, Bellingham 

(Walter Twp.)   - 

vacancy pastor 

24 

Trinity, Bemidji - 

Rev. Robert 

Wentzel 

25 

26 27 

St. Mark, Benson - 

Rev. Jason Wolter 

28 

St. Paul, Bertha - 

Rev. Blake Rickbeil 

29 

Holy Trinity,  

Blackduck - Rev. 

James Sorensen 

30 

Mt. Olive, Bovey - 

Rev. Jeffrey Kyler 
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