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On Dec. 14, Zion, Pine City hosted its 
14th Annual Community Christ-
mas Concert featuring talented 

performers from the congregation, sur-
rounding congregations and residents of 
the Pine City community.

All those gathered at the event were 
invited to “enjoy singing and celebrating 
the Gospel as it is presented in Christ-
mas hymns, carols, spiritual songs, and 
narrations.”

The concert feature soloists, ensembles, 
a community choir, and a variety of in-
strumentalists each year. Two hand bell 
solos and the entire audience singing 
“Silent Night” by candlelight to close the 
evening were highlights of the event.

‘For to us a  
child is born’

In the middle of the program, the Pine 
City Community Choir, directed by Jen-
nifer Krinke and accompanied by Katy 
Ovick, filled the chancel, singing three 
beautiful pieces.

Another special moment was a per-
formance by the Kleppe family of the 
song “Noel.” It featured Rev. Glen (Zion 
pastor), his wife, Linda, their children 
and their spouses. They were accompa-

nied by Krinke and joined by violinist 
Mark Ovick.

In between readings, the Christmas 
story as recorded by St. Luke was read 
in small portions. Pastor Kleppe closed 
the event with prayers.

The concert has become a fixture on the 
Pine City calendar and gives Zion an op-
portunity to engage its community with 
the Good News of Christ’s birth for all.

The Kleppe family sings the praises of the Savior born in Bethlehem.

The LCMS holds its conven-
tion every three years. Each 
district holds its convention 

one year earlier to prepare for the 
LCMS convention and conduct 
its business. For the open year, 
circuits have been encouraged to 
gather together for a convocation.

At least two convocations are 
being planned for 2020. Other 
circuits are encouraged to hold 
events to gather clergy and laity 
together. Each circuit is free to 
organize these events as it desires.

Circuits plan informative convocations

Rev. Fred Hinz

Rev. Michael Salemink

The Brainerd Circuit plans to 
meet from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. on 
April 26 at Prince of Peace, Bax-
ter. Attendees will hear a presen-
tation by Rev. Fred Hinz, public 
policy advocate for the Minnesota 
South and North districts. He 
will speak on physician assisted 
suicide (PAS). 

With the Minnesota legislature 
mulling PAS — committee hear-
ings were conducted last session 
— the circuit pastors find the 
subject timely for the members of 

their congregations.

The Kettle River Circuit will gath-
er at 11 a.m. on June 28 at Peace, 
Finlayson. Peace will host a  
Divine Service for the entire 
circuit. All who attend will enjoy 
lunch following service and a pre-
sentation in the early afternoon. 

The guest preacher and presenter 
will be Rev. Michael Salemink, 
executive director of Lutherans 
For Life. He will speak about the 
value of all human life.
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On Oct. 6, Rev. Jason 
Wolter, Minnesota 
North District life 

coordinator, gave a presen-
tation about abortion and 
related life issues to those 
gathered at St. Paul’s, Mel-
rose. Wolter, who also serves as 
pastor of St. Mark’s, Benson, 
was invited by Rev. David 
Mommens, St. Paul’s pastor.

The framework for Pastor Wolter’s 
presentation centered on four areas: 

Rev. Jason Wolter

philosophy, science, theology 
and the law. He sought to 

help answer questions such 
as how we determine what 
is right and wrong, how 
the human fetus develops, 
what procedures are used to 
terminate that life, what does 

the Bible say about all of this 
and how do enacted laws treat 

fetuses.

Pastor Wolter also talked about various 
issues that are connected to abortion, 

including stem cell research, cloning 
and assisted reproduction technologies 
(like in vitro fertilization).

Wolter’s presentation was about 90 
minutes. It can be viewed on the St. 
Paul’s Facebook page at thelc.ms/ 
stpaulsmelrose-video. He has also given 
a presentation on end-of-life issues.

If you would like Pastor Wolter to 
speak to any of your groups about these 
issues, you are welcome to contact him 
at jwolter78@hotmail.com.

Life coordinator presents in Melrose

Pictured is an Orphan Grain Train trailer 
that was loaded with clothing, quilts, school 
supplies and bicycles —among other items — 
which will be distributed to those in need.

Orphan Grain Train is a Christian volunteer 
network that ships donated food, clothing, 
medical and other needed items to people in 
69 countries including the United States. You 
can read more about their work at ogt.org.

A heartfelt thank you to all the individuals 
who generously continue to donate much 
needed items. Pictured are, from left, volun-
teers Eugene Pasche and Monroe Estenson 
of Morris and Judy and Harlin Maaninga of 
Menahga.Helping hands

The Sunday school students of Trinity, Isle, presented 
their annual Christmas program. Titled “In The Stable,” 
the program featured well-known Christmas hymns, 
some of which included participation from the congre-
gation and the adult choir, and the nativity story.

Pictured are, from left (front) Aria Mueller, Abbie Gallion, 
Kenley Kohlgraf, Ethan Peterson, Thaddeus Mueller, 
Leila Gallion, Abby Peterson, Lucas Peterson; (back) 
Cadence Mueller, Hayden Leach and Jeremy Peterson. 
Sunday School teachers are Laura Horsch, Kate Peterson 
and Miriam Mueller (who also serves as music director). 
Piano accompaniment was provided by Emma Dangers, 
Lucas Peterson and Kate Peterson.

Christmas story told in Isle
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We love to feature a 
variety of our con-
gregational events. 
All that is needed is a 
brief description and 
a couple of photos.

Please submit 
anything of note in 
your congregation to 
be published in our 
newsletter.

Send submissions to 
the.lutheran. 
witness@mnnlcms.
org. You may also 
mail your sub-
missions to Peace 
Lutheran Church, P.O. 
Box 60, Finlayson, 
MN 55735, attn. Rev. 
Philip Hoppe. 

Please ensure photos 
sent electronically are 
in high resolution.

Send news!
Zion, Mora, recently welcomed Rev. Hesham 

Shehab to preach during morning worship, 
and for an afternoon presentation.

Pastor Shehab’s sermon was particularly moving 
to those gathered. Many were speaking of it still 
when the afternoon gathering commenced.

People from surrounding congregations and 
communities gathered to hear his afternoon 
presentation. Shehab shared 
about his fascinating life. He 
grew up a Muslim in Beirut, 
Lebanon, and was rising up 
in the ranks of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. He fought 
against Christian militia 
members, and his brother  
was killed by such militia 
members.

He then told how God called 
him to faith in Jesus as he 
heard the Sermon on the 
Mount while studying at col-
lege. He went to the Bible and 
was assured of the peace and 
forgiveness offered in Jesus 
alone.

He shared about how God has used him in many 
settings where interactions between Muslims 
and Christians were needed. His knowledge of 
both religions and their texts has proved valu-
able in those situations. He seeks to share the 
Gospel wherever he has the chance. He talked 
about how throughout his life, he always thought 

Rev. Jonathan Varns was installed as 
pastor of St. Paul, Granite Falls, on Dec. 
15. Rev. Brady Finnern officiated and 
conducted the installation, accompa-
nied by area pastors. The evening con-
cluded with a catered meal provided 
by St. Paul.
Pictured are, from left (front row) Revs. 
Robert Friedrich, Brady Finnern, Jona-
than Varns, Keith Brustuen; (back row) 
Don Polege, Kent Borglum, Matthew 
Canion, Jack Baumgarn, David Fechner, 
Dennis Schultz, James Stephanic and 
Dean Rager.

Pastor Varns installed at St. Paul, Granite Falls

he would be doing one thing, but God always 
had other plans.

After meeting Rev. Dr. Bernie Lutz, who was 
working with Lutheran Hour Ministries in 
Beirut, he became familiar with LCMS doctrine. 
Shehab later attended Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., and was ordained as 
an LCMS pastor.

He serves at Salam Christian 
Fellowship outside of Chicago. 
Salam’s purpose is to admin-
ister and maintain an ongoing 
Christian evangelism ministry 
to Muslims and Middle East 
immigrants. Salam’s objective 
is to bring these immigrants to 
the saving grace of Christ Je-
sus through His teaching and 
Baptism. You can learn more 
about this ministry at salam-
christianfellowship.org.

Shehab answered questions 
from those gathered about his 
life and Islam. He is available 
speak to any congregation who 
would like to arrange for such 
a presentation. He can be con-

tacted at pastorheshamshehab@gmail.com.

All guests were served a lovely desert and punch 
and encouraged to share fellowship with one 
another following the presentation. Rev. Tony 
Cloose, pastor of Zion, Mora, has known Shehab 
for some time and organized the event.

Former Muslim presents in Mora

Pastor Shehab has Baptized nearly 
50 former Muslims while serving 
at Salam Christian Fellowship near 
Chicago.
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The festival of Epiphany is past (Jan. 6), and 
the season of light continues. Just as tulips 
open in the daylight and the evening prim-
rose opens at night, so likewise there are 
day people and night people. Most are day 
people and most good work gets done while 
we have light; except for the night work of 
protecting those that are resting. 

Thieves like to do their evil work under the 
cover of darkness — both physical and spiri-
tual. Jesus tells us why this is a truism: 

“ Men loved darkness instead of light 
because their deeds are evil. Everyone 
who does evil hates the light, and will not 
come into the light for fear that his deeds 
will be exposed.” — John 3:19 BSB

Jesus was born as one of us to be the Light 
of the world for us all; a light for the Gen-
tiles and the glory of God’s people Israel. 
This is not only our celebration during the 
Epiphany season, but is also a guide for our 
year-round purpose as the people of light. 
The women of LWML proclaim Jesus alone 
as the heaven-sent Savior who has overcome 
man’s darkness, exposing our evil deeds, and 
by His cross bringing light and life to us in 
the gracious forgiveness of all our sin.

This is the truth of the Gospel, our joy during 
Epiphany and our motivation in our serving. 
The fallen world will push to keep you in the 
shadows because it hates the Light, but Jesus’ 
Light is for all times! We, in the Church and 
in the LWML, live by the truth and welcome 
the Light and His Good News among us so 
that it may be seen plainly and heard contin-
ually, that what He has done has been done 
for our eternal joy and salvation.

Rev. Matthew Vrudny
Park Region Pastoral Counselor

Living in 
the Light

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

“But whoever lives by the truth comes 
into the light, so that it may be seen 
plainly that what he has done has been 
done in the sight of God.” — John 3:21 NIV

The 2020 LWML Prayer Service, 
Living in Love, Bearing Fruit, written 
by Rev. Dr. Gregory S. Walton, Flori-
da-Georgia District President.

Christians are saved to serve. We are 
chosen and called to bear fruit for 
Jesus. We do this as we live in His 
love, not only in our home or church, 
but also in the world, where it is of-
ten more difficult to love others. We 
are empowered by the love that Jesus 

2020 
Prayer Service 
available

showed us in His sacrificial death on 
the Cross. We are blessed to live in 
His love, bearing much fruit for His 
sake. May this prayer service help us 
take time to reflect on His love for us, 
our love for Him, and how the fruit 
we bear is a result of living in His 
love.

The LWML Prayer Service is available 
to download at: lwml.org/prayer- 
service.

The LWML of Emmanuel, Elk River, 
enjoyed a Christmas party full of faith, 
fellowship, food and fun. 

In celebration of our Savior’s birth, the 
ladies had their picture taken in front 
of the Christmas tree, decorated with 
the ornaments Emmanuel LWML 
made for its congregation. 

Hilarity abounded when the ladies 
got together for the evening activities. 
Have you ever tried to draw a Christ-
mas scene on the top of your head? 
Or, how many candy canes can your 
team get out of a bowl in five min-
utes? The group also treated its nurs-
ing home and shut-in friends with 

cookie tins and personalized cards.

To top off the wonderful evening, the 
ladies revealed their “Secret Pals” that 
they had been praying for and gifting 
all year long. Emmanuel means God 
with us! Thank You, Jesus, for the 
many blessings we have received 
through Your gift of salvation!

Celebrating Christmas in Elk River


