
WEEK 13 

1st and 2nd Peter were letters to Jewish 
Christians who had been scattered into 
many different areas due to persecution.  
During the time of Peter’s 1st letter, Nero 
was emperor of the Roman Empire and 
was making life very difficult for 
Christians. Look up and highlight 2:9-10.   
 
This is who you are “in Christ.” Read out 
loud in verse 9 the way Peter describes 
you as a believer.  Whenever you need to 
be more confident, more steady in your 
faith, remember these words from Peter.  
You can stand firm like a rock when you 
know the new identity you have in Jesus 
Christ.  Ask God to continue to work that 
same hope, confidence, boldness and 
peace into your life so you might be able 
to face all the challenges of life.   
 
Prayer - Lord, Your love has made me into 
a new person, completely changed and 
empowered by Your grace.  Fill me with 
strength and purpose so I might face those 
times of trial with Your power!   Amen.   
 

This 2nd letter of Peter was written to 
help Jewish Christians who had been 
scattered due to persecution.  Second 
Peter focuses on the danger posed by 
false teachers. He encourages Christians 

to grow up in the faith.  Look up and 
highlight 1:19-21.   
 
If you want to be strong, you need to find 
the source for your strength - God’s Word.  
Notice how Peter describes 
“prophecy” (God’s Word).  The Bible is not 
just fairytales made up by men.  It is God’s 
Word!  In verse 19, how does Peter 
describe God’s Word?  Name some ways 
God’s Word has been like a “light shining 
in a dark place”?   
 
Prayer - Heavenly Father, Your Word is a 
light in a dark world.  Teach me Your truth 
and keep me steadfast in the faith. In 
Jesus name I pray, Amen.  

John was one of the disciples closest to 
Jesus during His earthly ministry.  He 
wrote the Gospel of John, these three 
epistles and the Book of Revelation.  False 
teachers had risen in the Church.  They 
claimed authority and had denied the full 
humanity of Jesus.  They denied Jesus was 
the Christ, the Son of God and that he had 
“come into the flesh.”  These were very 
troubling teachings which confused many 
believers.  John encouraged them to stick 
to the truth.  Look up and highlight 1 John 
1:7-9, 2 John 9-11 and 3 John 4.   
 

Get out your Bible and highlighter. Use the daily reading guide to apply the Bible 

to your life by focusing on one book each day. Watch and see God’s Word at work! 

BRING IT HOME... 
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Read each one aloud; it will help you catch 
the common theme.  Hold to the TRUTH.  
Jesus is the Son of God who takes away 
our sin.  Avoid those who would teach 
falsehoods, who would draw us away from 
the forgiveness of sins we have in Jesus 
Christ. Are there any ideas or teachings 
which are trying to take your focus off 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord?  Get rid of 
it right now and ask God to keep you in 
the truth.   
 
Prayer - Lord Jesus Christ, You are my 
Savior and Lord. Keep me from those 
things which would take my eyes off You.  
Amen.   

Jude is the half-brother of Jesus and the 
brother of James.  Jude writes to warn the 
Church about teachers who were 
introducing dangerous errors.  They were 
teaching that the freedom Christ won for 
them was not a freedom from sin, but 
rather the freedom to sin. Jude wraps up 
his little epistle with these comforting 
words:  look up and highlight in verse 20-
23.   
 
What is Jude’s antidote for keeping 
yourself in God’s love?  Now notice what 
Jude encourages us to do.  Think about an 
opportunity God is giving you to show 
mercy to someone.  How might you do 
that?  Who do you know that does not 
believe in Jesus as Savior?  How might God 
work through you to “snatch them from 
the fire” (NIV translation)?  Pray and ask 
God to give you opportunities soon!   
 
Prayer - Dear Lord, keep me steadfast in 
the one, true faith.  Fill my heart with Your 
peace and love and grant me 
opportunities to let Your love shine to 
those around me.  Amen.   

The apostle John wrote the Book of 
Revelation from the Island of Patmos in 
AD 95.  He had been exiled there because 
of his faith in Jesus.  At the time of this 
writing, Christians were enduring terrible 
persecution under the Roman Emperor 
Domitian.  Those who refused to give up 
their faith in Jesus were thrown to the 
lions and other wild animals while 
onlookers cheered.  Some were set on 
fire, thrown off a cliff, skinned alive or 
endured other terrible atrocities.   
 
Believers watched friends and family 
members go through this.  It would have 
been easy to give up hope and deny their 
faith.  The Book of Revelation helps God’s 
people stand firm despite all the 
persecution they face.  Revelation has one 
focused message: Jesus is victorious, and 
He is coming soon!   Look up and highlight 
2:10 and 7:15-17.   
 
Satan has not stopped hating the Church.  
People still face terrible times of 
persecution across the world.  You 
probably aren’t facing lions or dungeons, 
at least not right now.  But you may be 
called to stand up for Jesus.  You may face 
ridicule for what you believe or how you 
choose to act.  When that happens, 
remember you are in good company - the 
company of your Savior, the company of 
the saints and martyrs.  Someday soon, 
you will join the company of the angels 
around the throne in endless joy.  God is 
for YOU!  The victory has been won! 
 
Prayer - Dear Jesus, keep me strong in the 
faith, especially when I face challenges to 
what I believe about You.  Let me find 
strength in Your never-ending love and 
grace.  Amen.   
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