
WEEK 12 

For all practical purposes, this is Paul’s last 
will and testament. At the time of this 
letter, Paul is alone in prison awaiting 
execution for his faith in Christ. He 
encourages Timothy to preserve the 
Gospel, be ready to defend it and train 
people to get that pure and wonderful 
message out. Look up and highlight 3:16-
17. 
 

This is a very important section you just 
highlighted.  The Bible is “God-
Breathed” (NIV translation). This is God 
speaking to us through these various 
authors.  So many people are looking for 
God to respond to them.  But here it is - 
God’s response to US!  His very words!  
Think of all the verses you highlighted in 
the past weeks with “Bring it Home and 
Highlight It.”  Seek them out again.  This is 
God, speaking directly to you.  What a 
great God we have.   
 

Prayer - Dear God, Your Word speaks to 
my heart.  It shows my sin and points me 
to my Savior Jesus Christ.  Thank you for 
Your Word.  Amen.   
 

Titus and Timothy were Paul’s most 
prominent pastoral students.  Titus was 
Greek and an important leader in the first-
century Church. When Paul couldn’t be 

with Titus, he wrote him this letter of 
advice and encouragement.  At this point 
in his ministry, Titus was on the island of 
Crete, helping to organize the church and 
teaching people to live Christ-honoring 
lives.  Look up and highlight 3:4-7. 
 

Here is a GO TO passage in the Bible when 
you are talking to someone about the way 
of salvation.  Look at verse five.  Why are 
we saved?  What DOESN’T save us?  This 
section is a beautiful statement on the 
benefits of Holy Baptism.  God does it all! 
He loves you THAT MUCH!   
 

Prayer - Gracious Lord, Your mercy is so 
very abundant in my life.   Thank you for 
Your never-ending grace.  Amen.   

Philemon was a Christian and a friend of 
Paul.  Onesimus (pronounced “o-NES-i-
mus”) was a slave of Philemon.  Slavery 
was legal during this time.  He escaped 
slavery and, in the process, robbed 
Philemon.  Onesimus came under Paul’s 
influence and had become a believer.  
Now, Paul was sending him back to 
Philemon. 
 

Paul wanted Philemon to forgive 
Onesimus.  Not only that, Paul hints that 
he’d like to see Philemon go even further 
and free Onesimus. He didn’t demand it; 
Paul wanted Philemon to act willingly.  
This is the power of the Gospel.  It 
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changes people’s hearts and minds.  Look 
up and highlight verses 4-6.  
 

On a side note: wherever Christianity has 
spread, slavery has eventually 
disappeared.  
 

At its core, Philemon is about forgiveness.  
What do we do with those who hurt us?  
Knowing we should forgive and wanting to 
forgive are two different things.  Paul 
never tells Philemon he should forgive. 
Instead he points Philemon back to the 
Gospel, back to God’s love in Jesus Christ.  
That’s where Philemon’s ability to forgive - 
and ours too - begins.  Whom do you have 
trouble forgiving?  Let God continue His 
work in you as you soak up His love and 
rely on His strength.   
 

Prayer - Heavenly Father, in Your great 
mercy You sent Jesus as my Savior.  I am 
forgiven through His sacrifice.  Teach me 
to lavishly forgive those who wrong me.  In 
Jesus name I pray.  Amen.   

Hebrews was addressed to a group of 
Jewish Christians during a time of 
persecution.  They were most likely new 
converts from Judaism to Christianity.  But 
they were tempted to go back to Judaism 
because of all the persecution they faced.  
It was likely that Christianity was illegal in 
the Roman Empire during this time; 
Judaism was allowed. Look up and 
highlight 12:1-3.  
 

You can summarize the book of Hebrews 
with this phrase - “don’t abandon your 
relationship with Jesus!”  Christianity will 
not always be in agreement with how 
society chooses to live or believe.  If 
people judge your Christian beliefs or 
lifestyle choices, don’t give up.  Ask the 
Holy Spirit to use His Word to help you 
face these issues head on. Ask God to give 
you a deeper confidence in God’s love and 

the courage to stand up against the 
pressures you face.  God wants to help 
you!  
 

Prayer - Lord Jesus Christ, keep my eyes 
fixed on Your promises, especially when I 
face challenges to my faith in You.  Keep 
me strong and courageous in the faith.  
Amen. 
 

James was written to Jewish Christians 
who had been chased off to many 
different areas due to persecution.  The 
first readers were literally “on the run.” 
Some had their homes taken away.  
Others were threatened with physical 
harm or even death.  They had to escape.  
James writes to encourage and comfort 
them.  
 

James is a lot like the Old Testament book 
of Proverbs.  It focuses on the “how-tos” 
of the faith rather than on doctrines like 
the Trinity or Baptism or how God saves 
us.  In fact, it’s been called “the Proverbs 
of the New Testament” because of its 
practical tone.  Look up and highlight 2:14
-17.  
 

It’s challenging for us to sort out our 
relationship between our faith in Christ 
and how we act.  What is the connection 
between faith and works?  Here’s a great 
summary of this relationship: “Faith (trust) 
alone saves, but faith is never alone.”   
The Gospel changes our lives - how we 
think and how we act.  We aren’t perfect, 
but we are forgiven and that has an 
impact in our lives.  Where can God’s love 
for you impact how you live out your life 
through your words and actions?   
 

Prayer - Lord Jesus Christ, lead and guide 
me in such a way that I might honor You 
and let Your love shine though all I say and 
do.  Amen. 
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