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About 70 attendees recently gathered at 
Redeemer, St. Cloud, to hear speakers 
address “Christ’s Hope Amid Cultural 
Madness and Immorality” for the 32nd 
annual Lutheran Free Conference.

Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford, Minneso-
ta South District president, and Rev. 
Dr. Karl Weber, pastor of St. John’s, 
Ottertail, and St. Paul’s, Richville, made 
presentations.

Woodford highlighted our baptismal 
identity in Christ as not only our hope, 
but also the source from which we can 
bring virtue back into our congrega-
tions, families and world. He reminded 
those gathered that our identity is not 
self-chosen. When we choose our own 

Hope amid ‘cultural madness’
identity, we take the place of God. Our 
identity as male or female and, more im-
portantly, as God’s own child are identi-
ties given by God. Being a baptized child 
of God governs and guides our lives 
in what we say and do, and leads us to 
virtuous living.

Weber guided the conference through 
God’s Word, specifically addressing 
God’s creation of male and female, the 
gift of marriage, and how marriage is 
intimately tied to the Gospel. He stated 
that the casting aside of male and fe-
male and marriage leads to casting aside 
the Gospel. Weber encouraged attend-
ees to look to Christ, to recognize the 
high calling God has given us in being 

Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford (left) and Rev. Dr. 
Karl Weber.

male or female, especially in the estate 
of marriage. He reminded those gath-
ered to live under God’s mercy in Christ 
when we fall short of His expectations.

The Lutheran Free Conference is spon-
sored by the Minnesota North Confes-
sional Lutherans.

St. Paul’s, Bruno, served up its annual Hunter’s Sup-
per on Nov. 8 as hunters prepared for the opening of 
deer hunting season the next day.

Guests were served a hearty meal of meatballs 
covered in gravy, mashed potatoes, and vegetables. 
Coleslaw, bread, bars and other goodies filled out the 
feast. About 200 meals were served.

St. Paul’s was especially proud to continue this tradi-
tion in honor of member Mary 
Jo Jensen, who the Lord called 
to rest on Aug. 2. For many 
years Mary was the driving 
force behind organizing the 
meal. Mary’s husband, Blaine, 
took on additional responsibil-
ities while many congregation 
members and friends also 
provided helping hands.

Zion, Ada, celebrated 100 years 
as a congregation on Sept. 8 
in a joint service with its sister 
congregation, St. John’s, rural 
Ada. The theme was “100 Years 
of God’s Amazing Grace.”

Over 230 attended worship and 
224 enjoyed the catered dinner. 
Rev. Earl Schmidt (emeritus), 
who served Ada for 25 years, 
delivered the message.

Rev. Dr. Bradley Stoltenow, son 
of the congregation and pastor 
of Shepherd of the Hills, Cen-
tennial, Colo., led the service, 
and Rev. Gary Rehborg, former 
vacancy pastor, was the lector.

Rev. Earl Schmidt visits with oldest and 
longest-time member Elsie Starkweath-
er at the end of the service. Elsie was 
baptized at Zion only a few years after 
the congregation was founded under 
the care of St. John’s, Ada.

Praise God for His faithfulness, grace 
and mercy to His people in Ada for all 
these years.

100 years  
of Zion, Ada

Meals for hunters in Bruno
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new crucifix was recently craft-
ed and installed at Mission 
of the Cross, Crosslake. It 

is hoped that this cross will aid 
members and guests in meditation 
upon Jesus’ death for the sins of the 
world for many years to come.

George Selvestra made the cross, 
which holds the corpus (the body 
of Christ), from local rough-sawed 
red oak that he obtained from Carol 
Palmer, church secretary. The cross 
itself is eight feet high and five feet 
wide.

The corpus was hand carved by 
Robert Eder of Oberammergau, 
Germany. The Eder family has been 
carving wood for 50 years. They 
also craft religious figures, nativity 
sets and much more. The corpus 
itself has been described by many 
who have seen it as an extraordi-
narily beautiful carving. The corpus 
is about 50 inches tall from the top 
of head to the end of the toes. 

For more information about the 
project’s cost or working with  
Eder, email Selvestra at  
gjselvestra@gmail.com.

New crucifix  
in Crosslake

‘Extraordinarily beautiful’
Students away at college can sometimes feel separated, not only from their family 
and other familiar support structures, but also from their home congregations. Con-
necting them to congregations that are close to their places of study is important. Our 
campus ministries help by reaching out to students on our college campuses.

In this picture, students at St. Cloud State University (SCSU) attend a Bible study at 
Lutheran Student Fellowship, led by Rev. Brady Finnern. DCE Barb Hertling, campus 
missionary to SCSU, shares about this gathering: “A few were missing today but we 
also had another new young man. We met ‘Joe’ in September and invited him to Bible 
study. Every week I would text him and remind him of Bible study. He came for the 
first time today. He said someone asked him about his faith and he admitted he left 
it behind and decided to come to Bible study with us. Another young man came back 
with two other young men from Ethiopia.”

Helping our college students

Christ Serve Ranch recently had a full 
house for the middle school apologetics 
event. The youth learned a bit about how 
the acronym CPR — clarification, positive 
evidence, refutation — can help them 
when they respond to some of the difficult 
questions they encounter.

Thinking about CPR gave the students a 

framework to use as they 
asked questions about 
dinosaurs, evolution and 
the age of the earth.

They also tried their hand 
at creating for purpose 
and beauty by partic-
ipating in the Design 
Olympics. The youth 
from Avon took home the 
gold medal.

As a follow up to this 
event, Christ Serve 

Ranch will offer a one-day work-
shop on apologetics for parents to 
equip them to engage with the questions 
their children may have. This workshop 
will be held on Saturday, March 28, and 
will include presentations and opportu-
nities to discuss ideas and experiences 
with other parents. Call 218-583-2905 for 
more information.

Valerie 
Locklair, a 
fellow of the 
International 
Academy of 
Apologetics, 
Evangelism,
and Human 
Rights, pres-
ents to the 
students.

CPR at 
CSR?
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The LWML Kettle River Zone re-
cently held its annual fall workshop 
at Trinity, Isle, and had 41 people 
attend, including four pastors.

The Bible study leader was Rev. 
Dr. Don Fondow, Minnesota North 
District president. His study focused 
on religious liberty in our current 
society. He emphasized that we as 
Christians have two rights and re-
sponsibilities: To love and serve God 
and to love and serve our neighbor.

Pastor Fondow pointed out that civ-
ics classes as taught in today’s schools 

have eliminated anything viewed as 
religious and therefore do not train 
people well to be good citizens. 

For the in-gathering, each of the six 
Kettle River Zone societies chose a 
project to serve others. Beth Dinger 
was elected as zone Christian Life 
vice-president and Carol Westendorf  
as zone secretary. The new officers are 
members of Emmanuel, Barnum. 

President presents at workshop

Rev. David Buchs was installed as 
pastor of Concordia, Fairhaven, 
on Oct. 19. From left, (front row) 
Revs. Bruce Timm, David Buchs, 
Dr. Don Fondow (district presi-
dent), George Sagissor III; (middle 
row) Michael Holmen, Bryan 
Hopfensperger, David Milz, Adam 
Koontz, Thomas Queck; and (back 
row) Tysen Bibb.

Blessings in 
Fairhaven

Rev. Dr. Don Fondow is pictured 
with Carol Ann Sander, LWML 

Kettle River Zone president.

New members were welcomed at Nicolai, Canby. From left, (front row) Adri, Rylee, Charli and Tatum 
Christianson; (back row) Dean Mercer, Brenda Duis, Toni and McCoy Christianson, Cindy and George 
Potz, Pam Nohrenberg, and Barb and Ken Berg. Missing from the photo are Sierra and Gage Duis.

Family grows at Nicoli Lutheran Church

We love to feature a 
variety of our con-
gregational events. 
All that is needed is a 
brief description and 
a couple of photos.

Please submit 
anything of note in 
your congregation to 
be published in our 
newsletter.

Send submissions to 
the.lutheran. 
witness@mnnlcms.
org. You may also 
mail your sub-
missions to Peace 
Lutheran Church, P.O. 
Box 60, Finlayson, 
MN 55735, attn. Rev. 
Philip Hoppe. 

Please ensure photos 
sent electronically are 
in high resolution.

Send news!
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The Son of God became a man. In doing so, 
God did not become less, but man became 
more.

For a time, Jesus humbled Himself. He made 
Himself lower. He lowered Himself to be a 
zygote. He was an unborn male carried for nine 
months in Mary’s womb. He was a little boy car-
ried on Mary’s lap on the flight into Egypt. He 
was a young man growing up under the guard-
ianship of Joseph. In all these times and places, 
He held back His Divinity. He kept His Godly 
powers cloaked and they were rarely visible.

After He was baptized, Jesus revealed that He 
was true God. He changed the nature of water 
into wine. He raised up fallen sinners, mak-
ing the blind see, the deaf hear and the lame 
run. He had power over the seas, demons and 
death. Once again, for a short time, He veiled 
His Divinity as He suffered under Pontius Pi-
late, was crucified, died and was buried. Three 
days later, He revealed in full measure that He 
is the true God when He rose again.

Jesus of Nazareth is true God and true man. 
The blood shed on the cross is God’s blood. 
God breathed His last on the cross and gave up 
His Spirit. You need not doubt your forgiveness 
or your value to the Father in heaven. The price 
He paid for you is His own flesh and blood.

Your great confidence is that your brother, a 
man like you, is ruling all of heaven and earth. 
This man walked the earth for the sake of all 
humans and now rules over history for the 
sake of His bride, the church. This man has 
loved you to death and desires your salvation 
and your presence with Him for eternity. What 
a high honor, comfort, and blessing for us 
humans — that God became a human to save 
us humans.

This is what it means that “the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us.”

Rev. Bruce Timm
Arrowhead Region Pastoral Counselor

God and man

An LWML Christmas dinner party 
was held at Zion, Alexandria, on 
Dec. 10. Each LWML member pro-
vided a dish to share for the potluck. 

Pastors and their wives were invited 
to attend. It was a beautiful presen-
tation of favorite dishes. Following 
the dinner, the hostesses presented 
a skit on “Women of the Bible.” 

Many stories were shared about 
each woman’s relationship to God’s 
faithfulness. Every story concluded 
with a wish that they had known 
more about the baby Jesus, God’s 
Son. The group sang a Christmas 
carol after each story. 

The ladies of St. John’s, Ada, recently gathered to celebrate the start 
of Advent. They enjoy mulled wine and black forest chocolate cake — 
served at a table beautifully decorated with a German Christmas theme. 

Guests enjoyed the Christmas decorations and an “Advent Calendar 
in a Jar,” as well as a devotion led by Melodie Hobbie. Plans are being 
made to do this again next year. This activity was originally to be held at 
Lutheran Island Camp, but had to be canceled due to inclement weather 
in early December.

The LWML Minnesota North Dis-
trict Convention will be held June 
22-24 in Grand Rapids. With the 
convention comes the excitement of 
choosing new Mission Grants for the 
2020-22 biennium. 

It is exciting to receive your sub-
missions of grant proposals, to see 
what God has placed on your hearts 
for consideration by those who will 
vote for these mission grants at the 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.” — John 1:14

Grant submissions due Feb. 15
convention.

It is important that all grant submis-
sions be postmarked no later than 
Feb. 15. Information regarding grant 
proposals can be found at  
lwmlmnn.org — go to “Resources.” 
The guidelines are easy to follow, 
but if you need more information, 
contact Sue Zeige, Mission Grants 
chairman, at 218-301-0167 or  
misiongrants@lwmlmnn.org.

Christmas joy in Alexandria

What an enjoyable evening of 
fellowship for the LWML members 
and their guests.

Advent by Candlelight


