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“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 
will be upon His shoulder, and His name will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of His government and of peace there will be no end.  He will 
reign on David’s throne and over His kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and righteousness from this time forth and for-
evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this” (Isaiah 

9:6,7). 
 

The prophet Isaiah provides a beautiful and vivid picture of the most amazing, precious, and 
greatest gift of all. In awe and wonder Isaiah says that God’s gift is not a “thing” but a 

“person” – a child, a son. He calls Him a “Wonderful Counselor.”  Jesus displayed this 

quality in His questions, discussions, parables, and actions. He is indeed the One who has 
good news to share, the Gospel of salvation. On the basis of that message He gives wonder-
ful counsel, counsel that saves. 

He is also called the “Mighty God.” Through the virgin birth He is of “two-fold race,” as the 

hymnist writes. He is a human child, and yet He is Lord of lords and King of kings. As we 
celebrate His birth or stand beneath His cross, we human beings can only bow in worship at 
love so amazing, so divine. 

He is also called the “Everlasting Father.”  Jesus claimed this when He said, “I and the 

Father are one” (John 10:30). With deep humility we stand before the mystery of the Trinity 
and thank God that both the Father and the Son in united love prepared our salvation. 

And that’s why He is also the “Prince of Peace.” Jesus gives the peace that transcends 

all understanding. Christ’s gift of peace assures us that the Lord loves us with an everlasting 
love. His peace helps us to say: “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). Gladly we bow before this Prince of Peace as He rules 
all things with truth and grace for the good of the Church. 

God’s promise through the prophet Isaiah lets us know that Christmas was part of God’s plan 
from all eternity. There at Bethlehem He showed us that He is indeed a loving and gracious 
God. Moved by His grace, the Lord from the very beginning committed Himself to save us. 
And because Isaiah’s words were words of prophecy, we today identify Jesus as the One 
who could do what no one else can – save us from our sins and make heaven our final 
home. 

(LSB 382, verses 5 & 7) 
 

A blessed Christmas and a joy-full New Year to you!  

President Fondow 

The very Son of God sublime 
Entered earthly time 

To lead us from this world of cares 
To heaven’s courts as blessed heirs.  

Alleluia! 
 

All this for us our God has done 
Granting love through His own Son. 
Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice 
And sing His praise with endless 

voice. 
Alleluia! 
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Around the District... 
Mark your calendar now… 
 

CTSFW Continuing Education 
June 8-10, 2020 
Prince of Peace Lutheran School, St. Cloud, MN 
 

Rev. Adam Koontz 
Identity and creation: 21st-century problems, 1st-century solutions 

How do we know who we are? Much of the confusion we experience 

today is not new. People in the ancient world asked themselves the same 

questions about marriage, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality. The New 

Testament provides solutions to these ancient/modern problems through 

the life we now have in Christ. 
 

Organist Workshop 

April 18, 2020 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Barnum 

Featuring: Rev. Dr. Richard Resch 
 

2nd Annual MN North Technology Workshop 

April 25, 2020 

Location To Be Determined 
Mark your calendar for this opportunity to learn about church websites, social 

media, online giving, worship technology and more.  Plan on bringing a number of 

people so you can spread out and cover all of the break out sessions! 
 

Brainerd Circuit Convocation 

April 26, 2020 - 2:30 p.m. 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Baxter 
Rev. Fred Hinz of the MN Districts will speak on issues of public policy that affect 

Christians and their Biblical beliefs. 

Preschool Teacher Opening 
St. Paul's Lutheran School in Perham is seeking a  part-time teacher for our 3 

Year Old Preschool Classroom for Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  This is a 

long-term sub position for January - May.  Come join our team of dedicated 

staff members teaching children in a Christ-centered environment! For details 

and to apply, please contact Jolene Wagner, principal, by calling 218-346-2300 

or by email to principal@stpaulsschoolperham.org. 

Organist Retires 

after 33 Years of 

Service 

With sadness and 

reluctance, the members 

of St. John’s Lutheran 

Church of Kimball 

celebrated the retirement 

of Lori Rippentrop, who served as organist and 

pianist for worship and other church functions for 

33 years. A special coffee hour, which included a 

grand piano-shaped cake, was held on Sunday, 

October 20, following the worship service. Lori’s 

talent, grace, and humility were a great blessing to 

the congregation over the years, and she will be 

missed. She and her husband, Kurt, plan to spend 

part of the year in Arizona – and you can certainly 

guess which part of the year they’ve chosen to do 

so! 

Lori is also well known locally for her 37 years as a 

teacher in the area. She taught both in Eden Valley 

and Watkins, mostly as a kindergarten teacher, but 

also in first grade, preschool, and Early Childhood 

Special Ed. She retired from teaching in 2017.  

Immanuel, Giese (rural Finlayson) and Trinity, 

Sandstone, became member congregations of The 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) family at a 

chartering service on Oct. 13. From left, Steve 

Bartelma and Jason Karsky, Immanuel elders; Rev. 

Dr. Donald Fondow, district president; Rev. Richard 

Langhorst, Immanuel and Trinity pastor; and Dan 

Rolf and Tom Rolf, Trinity elders. 

mailto:principal@stpaulsschoolperham.org
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Disaster Response 

Informational Gathering 

February 8, 2020 | 10am-2pm 

Zion, Brainerd 
 

The Minnesota North District wants to 

assist congregations by increasing in 

their capacity to demonstrate mercy 

ministry in Disaster Response.  
 

Pre-registration is requested (click on 

the registration box).  The event will 

include: 
 

• A presentation – “Responding to a 

Crisis” 

• Round table discussion  

• What’s a L.E.R.T. Team (Lutheran 

Early Response Team)?   

• Display of materials available from 

LCMS Disaster Response 

• Lunch (possibly a minimal cost for 

participants) 

REGISTRATION FORM 

“Did God Really Say …?” is Lutherans For Life’s theme for Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, 

which is set for January 19, 2020. Your congregation can observe Sanctity of Human Life 

Sunday on that date or at any time during the year. Our Life Sunday 2020 theme is based 

on Genesis 3 and John 6:68: “Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You 

have the words of eternal life.’” 

Here is what is available: Bulletin Inserts • Bible Study • Children’s Message • Worship 

Service • Sermons • Life Sunday 2020 flyer. 

Find these resources HERE 

Life Sunday 2020 – “ 

Did God Really Say … ?” 

Biblical Truths in Today's Life Issues 

Rev. Dr. Lucas V. Woodford 

Jan. 11, 2020 from 1:00-3:00 pm 

At Trinity, Waconia, MN. in the Fireside Room 

All are welcome. Coffee and Cookies will be served. 

Everywhere we look we find death all around us: abortion, suicide, school shootings, mass 

violence, physician-assisted suicide, not to mention the death of traditional marriage, gen-

der, and common decency. When the world is stripped of meaning and purpose and the 

self is stripped of any and all moral character, we’re left with the cultural madness and so-

cial mayhem all around us and reflected in the digital media and entertainment of our day. 

Death appears as the only sure thing, and so our culture becomes fixated on it. Combined 

with our digital age, this fixation and fascination with meaninglessness has created a world 

of spiritual and moral zombies, as increasingly we stare into our smartphones and other 

digital devices that teach us to look to ourselves and at ourselves so we can identify our-

selves however we might want. 

This is a moment of opportunity for the Church to boldly address the challenges of our age. 

Rather than cursing the darkness, we can light a match. We can stand ready to shine the 

light of Christ on all this darkness. We can show how to confront the toxic moral and spir-

itual influences all around. Come join as we explore how to find hope and develop good 

habits of faith and life that combat this evil and build biblical character and the family unit. 

Join us as we explore how the baptismal life brings the joyous reality of the redeemed, 

sanctified, and moral identity we are given to live here and now in Christ Jesus. 

Minnesota March for Life Wed., Jan. 22, 2020 
In a world suffering from the darkness of abortion, the Light of God’s love shines. Jesus is 

the Light of the world!  Walk together, confess Christ and join thousands of Minnesotans 

for the annual MCCL March For Life, on Wed., Jan. 22, 2020, at the Minnesota State Capitol 

— from 12 noon to 1 p.m. Before the March, come gather for a Life Chapel at 10:30 a.m., at 

Graebner Memorial Chapel, 1259 Carrol Avenue, on Concordia University, St. Paul, cam-

pus.  For MCCL March details visit www.mccl.org/march. Or contact the Rev. James 

Kroonblawd, Life Coordinator for the Minnesota South Disrict, pastork@trinityloneoak.org, 

651-454-7235.   

Disaster Response Training 

February 29, 2020 | 9am-3pm 

Trinity, Sauk Rapids 
The three main sections of the training 

are:  1) An introduction to the LCMS Disas-

ter Response program, 2) Congregational 

Preparedness and 3) Lutheran Early Re-

sponse Teams.  The trainer for our event is 

Rev. Michael Meyer from the national 

office. Registration information will be 

available in January. 

https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/mnnlcms/attachments/210605/Disaster_Response-_Intercom.pdf
https://www.lutheransforlife.org/store-life-sunday-2020/
http://www.mccl.org/march
mailto:pastork@trinityloneoak.org
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A Message from the MN North District Life Coordinator 
Rev. Jason Wolter, Benson, MN 

Before I begin this 

month’s message, I 

wanted to invite all 

the members of 

the MN-North District to join me for a trip to 

the State Capitol on Jan. 22nd for the 

Minnesota March for Life.  There is a “Life 

Chapel Service” on the campus of 

Concordia, St. Paul at 10:30am.  And, if 

there is enough interest, we may be able to 

arrange for a bus to get us there.  If you’re 

interested in taking a bus to the March for 

Life, please contact me by Jan. 1: 

jwolter78@hotmail.com  or 402-335-7518.  

Thanks!  And now... this month’s message: 

The snow is on the ground.  The decorations 

are up.  Holiday songs are being played on 

the radio.  It’s Christmas time (even though, 

according to the Church Calendar, we’re still 

in the season of Advent).  As you ponder the 

wonder and beauty of this holy season, 

what kinds of things come to mind?   

I hope that one of the things that comes to 

your mind... is the Incarnation of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  His Incarnation was the 

moment when His divine nature became 

united to human flesh: the same kind of 

flesh that we have (except His was, of 

course, without sin).  When it comes to our 

salvation, the Doctrine of Incarnation of our 

Lord is essential.  That’s because, in order 

for us to be saved by a just and merciful 

God, Jesus (the sacrificial Lamb of God) had 

to be both God and man.   

But, contrary to what some people might 

think: Jesus did not become incarnate at His 

birth.  No, as the Church has celebrated for 

over 1500 years, Jesus became fully human 

at His conception.  This celebration is called 

“The Feast of the Annunciation”.  

Traditionally, the Annunciation of our Lord 

has been celebrated on March 25th (because 

that’s exactly 9 months before Jesus’ 

supposed birth day, Dec. 25th).  Of course, 

we don’t actually know what the actual date 

of Jesus’ birth was, much less the day of His 

conception.  What we do know: is that it 

happened... and that it was very important 

for our salvation! 

Think about that for a moment: our 

salvation is founded on the belief that Jesus 

joined us in our human condition... at His 

conception.  In other words: even before His 

birth, Jesus was already our Savior.  If that 

doesn’t show us the inherent worth of each 

human life- even before birth- I don’t know 

what will.   

Christians have a variety of beliefs about the 

status of children who are still in the womb.  

God, however, does not.  He has only one, 

very specific view of them: they are fully and 

completely His children!  Therefore, they 

are fully human (just like Jesus was): at the 

moment of conception.  As “proof” of that, I 

offer these passages from God’s Word, 

which ALL describe the relationship that He 

has with His people, even before they are 

born: Is. 44:2, 44; Ps. 139:13-16; Gal. 1:15; 

Jer. 1:5; Job. 31:15; Is. 49:1 and Luke 1:15.   

In addition to all those texts, I want to offer 

a couple of others.  In Exodus 21, God 

declared that the penalty for killing an 

unborn child... was death (“life for life”).  

And in Luke 1, the pre-born John the Baptist 

leaped for joy in the womb of Elizabeth, 

when he came into the presence of the pre-

born Jesus (who was, Himself, still in the 

womb of Mary).   

And when you consider that the Hebrew 

word that God inspired the Biblical writers 

to use for “child”  ( / “ ילד ye-led”) is the same 

word that is used for children: both inside- 

and outside- of the womb, it should be 

abundantly clear what God thinks of unborn 

children.  They are fully alive... fully 

human... and fully created in His image.   

Whether we realize it or not, we confess 

this truth each week in church, when we 

say, “I believe... in one Lord Jesus Christ... 

who was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

Virgin Mary...” (Nicene Creed) or “I 

believe... in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary” (Apostles’ Creed).   

It is my prayer (and fervent hope) that you 

will remember this blessed truth, as you 

wrestle with the current cultural 

conversations that are going on in our world 

today (regarding abortion).  Even if you 

don’t feel equipped to defend “Life” in the 

realms of science or philosophy, you can 

certainly do it from a theological (Biblical) 

perspective!  May God bless you as you 

celebrate our Lord’s first Advent (“coming”).  

Hopefully you will take time to remember 

that- before He was born in a Bethlehem 

stable and wrapped in swaddling clothes- 

our Savior came to us: as an unborn Child.  

Thanks be to God!  Merry Christmas! 

Concordia University,  

St. Paul 
 

April 4th, 2020 
 

This year’s topic:  

The Book of Judges 
 

To  learn more, visit the website: 

mnbiblebowl.org 
 

OR 
 

Contact Pastor Breitbarth: 

s.breitbarth@mchsi.com 

mailto:jwolter78@hotmail.com
https://www.mnbiblebowl.org
mailto:s.breitbarth@mchsi.com
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Rest, reflect, & re-create 
All pastors and interested persons are invited to the annual pre -Lenten retreat 

hosted by the North Dakota District. This annual retreat is a great way to carry 

our congregations through the Lenten journey to the cross and the empty tomb.  

What: Pre-Lenten retreat on Hebrews 11 (0.9 CEUs available upon request)  

Where: Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND  

When: Monday, January 6 - Tuesday, January 7  

Who: Presenter Bernie Worral 

Registration: Email (revchjahnke@ideaone.net) or call (701-282-4195) Clark 

Jahnke to register. The retreat fee is $75, payable to the North Dakota District, 

LCMS. 

LEARN MORE HERE 

North Dakota District LC-MS  

Pre-Lent Preparation 
 January 6-7, 2020  

At Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran, Bismarck, ND  

The Lutheran Island Camp 
Board has two (At Large 
Member) openings to serve 
on the Lutheran Island Camp 
Board.  If you would like 
more information or would 
like to recommend someone 
please contact either The 
Rev. Jeff Walther (Chairman 
– Lutheran Island Camp 
Board) 218-878-1246 Email: 
jeffreywalther@aol.com or 
contact Kenneth Erlandson 
(Lutheran Island Camp – 
Executive Director) 218-583-
2905 Email: 
licdirector@islandcamp.org 
Thank you for your help. 

Advent Greetings from Prince of Peace 

Lutheran School in St. Cloud, MN. We are 

blessed to be in the MN North District and 

be a recipient of CROSS Appeal dollars 

during the year. Your donations are a 

blessing to our ministry. Here is a small peek 

into what those dollars do for us in St. 

Cloud.  

We educate Preschoolers ages 3-5 in three 

different locations. We are blessed with 

amazing teachers who share the Gospel 

message every day with these young 

students. When a printer stops working for 

a teacher, we purchase a new printer with 

CROSS Appeal dollars. 

Our Kindergarten through 8th grade 

students come from a variety of 

backgrounds. Our staff works diligently 

every day to share God’s love and 

forgiveness with their students. When a 

student’s family is not able to pay their 

monthly tuition bill, the CROSS Appeal 

dollars can be of assistance to them.  

When you give those donations, you are 

passing along the blessings that God has 

gifted to you. Your prayers and monetary 

support are very appreciated! We pray that 

this Advent season is a blessed one for you 

and your family.  

Be Fruitful,  

Mrs. Anne Neilitz 

Prinicpal/Administrator 

Prince of Peace Lutheran School 

St. Cloud, MN 

http://www.nodaklcms.org/
https://goo.gl/maps/SFzaAM4m1DcJ26F49
mailto:revchjahnke@ideaone.net?subject=Pre-Lenten%20Retreat%20
http://www.nodaklcms.org/blog/pre-lent-retreat-preparation/
mailto:jeffreywalther@aol.com
mailto:licdirector@islandcamp.org
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Imagine what would happen if we led our churches 

based on biblical principles and not worldly 

principles! Meetings really would be both effective 

and Christ-centered not to mention how this 

permeates the congregation! 

Ambassadors of Reconciliation has developed a NEW 

on-line course available to ALL church leaders 

everywhere with TWO OPTIONS:  

Spiritual Leadership Self-paced Study 

Spiritual Leadership Group On-line Study 

This course is designed as a companion resource to 

Ted Kober's new book Built on the Rock: The Healthy 

Congregation, and our Built on the Rock Leader's 

Pack.   

The church is unlike any other club or service 

organization. She is the body of Christ. Thus, her 

leaders need to be equipped spiritually to serve 

Christ and His mission. 

This course equips you to be a spiritually healthy 

and effective leader! You can choose to complete the 

course individually, or purchase a group license so 

that your entire board can learn and 

grow together by sharing your insights with one 

another. PASTORS, wouldn't it be GREAT to guide 

your leadership boards through this course 

together?!? Purchase a group license today - it can 

cost as little as a few dollars per person! This is a 

GREAT way to prepare for church business beginning 

in earnest this Fall! 
 

Learn more about this new course ... 

In Christ’s service, 

Dwight Schettler 

President  

PASTORS: Review this course free of charge. Use 

coupon code ImaPastor at checkout. 

What are you doing after you graduate 

from high school (secondary school)? 

This is a question which is often asked 

of graduating seniors each spring. 

Project 24 is pleased to announce 

there are 14 students who graduated 

from secondary school this year.  

Recently the board of Catechetical 

Competition proposed to our East 

Africa Field Office to offer and start a 

four month long program to further 

the education of the Form 4 (high 

school seniors) students.  

They will be given an opportunity to 

take classes at Matongo Lutheran 

Theological Seminary during the gap 

months between graduation and the 

start of college. The students would 

stay on the campus of the seminary 

and be enrolled in the following 

courses: Introduction to the Bible, 

Luther’s Small Catechism, Christian 

Doctrine, Lutheranism, Campus and 

Christian Life, Lutheran Worship, HIV/

Aids, Basic Computer and Symbolics. It 

is hoped that these courses would 

strengthen their faith and guide them 

when they enter college. There is also 

a hope that they continue to build on 

their faith which was begun at the 

rescue centers. It is also hoped that 

perhaps some of these students would 

pursue a church work career through 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit. If this 

program goes well this year, the desire 

is that each year these Bible School 

classes would be offered to the Form 4 

graduates before they begin school.  

The cost for meals, housing and 

classes would be $250.00 per student 

total.  If interested in this mission 

opportunity, please contact me (Rev. 

Dennis J. McManus at 320-808-0624 

or revdmcmanus@gmail.com) for 

more information. My hope is that we 

would have individuals who would 

fund these students. Please send a gift 

of any amount to The LCMS; 1333 S. 

Kirkwood Rd; St. Louis, MO 63122-

9981; Attn. Jennifer Hummel and 

make checks payable to the LCMS and 

designate for CCCK. If more money is 

received than needed it will be placed 

in a fund for future students to use in 

this program.  Britt Odemba’s 

newsletter (found HERE) has more 

information on this wonderful mission 

opportunity. 

Thank you, 

Rev. Dennis J. McManus 

“This is the day the Lord has made, let 

us rejoice and be glad in it” Psalm 

118:24     

Project 24 News: Pre-College Lutheran Academy 

Keep up with what’s happening on the local, state 

and national scene by bookmarking Rev. Fred 

Hinz’s public policy page on the MN South District 

website. Learn more HERE. 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/916f07f905
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/f2f74ecc57
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/2a0603f393
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/2a0603f393
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/c7fd4a88ed
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/c7fd4a88ed
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/4abe297a38
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/1b4facf365
https://www.aorhope.org/product-page/spiritual-leadership-self-paced-study-1
https://s3.amazonaws.com/bbemail/PROD/ulib/ah6wt0/docs/38cb17c1-78f1-0d18-44c2-dc60bd4c9914/Odemba_Kenya_Nov2019newsletter.pdf
http://www.mnsdistrict.org/public-policy
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DOXOLOGY : DOXOLOGY offers an innovative program of advanced study retreats to 

strengthen pastors for the task of faithfully shepherding the souls entrusted to their care. 

doxology.us 

HEALTHY CHURCH WORKERS: Healthy Church Workers.com exists to help ministers 

and their spouses (if married) to live the abundant life Jesus promised in John 10:10.  

SHEPHERD’S CANYON RETREAT: Shepherd's Canyon Retreat offers seven carefully 

designed days of individual, couple, and group Christian counseling for church 

professionals and their spouses. shepherdscanyonretreat.org 

GRACE PLACE: Grace Place Wellness is a preventive wellness ministry that seeks to 

positively impact the ministry of Christian congregations. www.graceplacewellness.org.  

NEW AT LCMS.ORG: The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) recently 

introduced a new, weekly series of devotions for church workers. Learn more HERE. 

Church Worker Wellness Resources 

2019 was another great year!  

As the year wraps up, we hope you’ll look at 

the calendar of upcoming RSTM events to 

see if there is an event near you in 2020 or a 

resource you can use. We’d like to invite 

everyone to join us online each month for 

the RSTM webinars. Up next is “Always 

Prepared to Give Reason for Your Hope” on 

Dec. 12, followed by “LCMS Rural and Small-

Town Church Dynamics” on Jan. 16, 2020. 

Find past webinars in our archives.  

Register for one of our Engaging Your 

Community (EYC) or Engaging the 

Wandering (ETW) events at lcms.org/rstm. 

These partner events offer practical 

resources and training in communication 

skills, to better reach out to our wandering 

members and communities with Christ’s 

love. Contact your District or the RSTM office 

if you are interested in holding an event near 

you.  

RSTM’s newest events, Welcoming 

Workshops, are something we think your 

congregation will love and benefit from. 

These day-long events will help 

congregations become more welcoming 

places, providing God’s Word to both 

current members and guests. They will offer 

practical resources on Welcoming Buildings, 

Welcoming Publications and Welcoming 

People. Online registration is available for all 

these events.  

We are in the process of scheduling events 

for 2020. Contact your district if you are 

interested in having an Engaging or 

Welcoming event come to your area. If you 

would like to know more about either of 

these events or how to register for an event, 

please contact RSTM at 888-463-5127.  

Mark Your Calendar for  

May 20-21, 2020  

The theme for our May 2020 conference 

at CUW is Filled to Overflow: Serving, 

Sharing, and Telling. The theme verse is 

John 7:38, “Whoever believes in me, as 

the Scripture has said, out of his heart will 

flow rivers of living water.”(NKJV). At this 

time, former Wisconsin Governor Marty 

Schreiber will be one of our keynote pre-

senters sharing his journey with Alzhei-

mer’s Disease as he takes care of his wife 

Elaine. Following this key-note, Beth 

Propp will present on how we can “Create 

a Dementia Friendly Church.” Prayerfully 

consider attending, and if you cannot 

attend, prayerfully consider supporting 

the conference with a small donation.  

Basic Parish Nurse  

Education Opportunity  

The following course provide a Certificate 

of Completion and will entitle participants 

to be listed in the LCMS Parish Nurse Di-

rectory upon completion.  

Concordia University Wisconsin offers a 

comprehensive 4-day intensive course on 

June 1-4, 2020 on-site at the campus in 

Mequon, WI. The course integrates a 

Christ-centered framework introducing 

wholistic congregational health ministries 

to faith-based institutions across the na-

tion. The teaching team of Dr. Rev. Dan 

Paavola and Dr. Carol A. Lueders Bolwerk 

features the aspect of Christian caregiving 

in equipping nurses, clergy and others 

with resources and skills to begin congre-

gational health ministries. For more infor-

mation about this course, please contact 

carol.luedersbolwerk@cuw.edu  

https://www.doxology.us
https://www.healthychurchworkers.com
https://www.shepherdscanyonretreat.org/
http://www.graceplacewellness.org
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/lcms-worker-wellness-unveils-online-devotions-for-church-workers/
http://www.lcms.org/rstm
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Beloved in the Lord Jesus,  

You are invited to join me (on my 24th tour), a 

native of Israel born in Nazareth, on a Journey to the 

Holy Land–Israel for an experience of a lifetime. We 

will depart from Chicago on August 24 and return on 

September 5, 2020...walk where Jesus walked, 

where every page of the Bible is seen in its original 

context alive...cruise the Sea of Galilee...climb the 

Mount of Olives and view the Old City of 

Jerusalem...visit Tabgha, the  scene of the Miracle of 

the Loaves and Fishes...see the Mount of Beatitudes, 

site of the Sermon on the Mount and where Jesus 

chose His Twelve Apostles...walk the Via Dolorosa 

(Road of Suffering) to the Church of the Holy 

Sepulcher...stroll in the Garden of Gethsemane...visit 

Bethlehem and the Church of the Nativity and much 

more. 

During this 13-day tour, you will experience the 

sounds, smells and sights of two civilizations: the old 

and the new. You will stand at the crossroads of 

history and feel the vibrant influence of how this 

land shapes all other lands. 

We will do more than just visit sights. We will go off 

the beaten path and have personal and daily 

devotions. The Bible will be our map and guide. 

Experience the Holy Land… a place like no other. 

Please join me on this blessed adventure. 

The price is $4, 000.00 per person and includes:  

• air fare from Chicago to Tel Aviv and back to 

Chicago 

• hotel accommodations (for double occupancy)  

• tips  

• entry fees  

• all meals 

For further information contact: 

Pastor Nabil Nour 

preachermanfootwasher@gmail.com 

Apply Now! 2020 LCEF District 

Outreach Grants 
Is your congregation interested in providing an outreach event/project 

designed to reach those who don't know Christ?  

Need funds to help your vision become a reality? 

LCEF District grant funds are available for LCMS organizations in the 

following districts of the Central Region: Iowa District East, Iowa District 

West, Minnesota North, Minnesota South, Nebraska, North Dakota and 

South Wisconsin. 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund is a nonprofit ministry of the Church; 

therefore, fiscal year end operating results are put right back into mission 

and ministry. LCEF is blessed by strong investors and faithful borrowers.  

Each grant is $1,000. Deadline to apply is January 31, 2020. Learn more 

and apply, visit lcefcentral.org/grants 

mailto:preachermanfootwasher@gmail.com
https://lcefcentral.org/grants
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Project 24 is an initiative that was started between the LCMS 

Office of International Mission and the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Kenya. It  provides boarding facilities in Kenya that 

give vulnerable children the opportunity to successfully 

complete primary or secondary school while living at a site, a home away 

from home. This last month, Project 24; Tumaini had their annual Tumaini 

Happy Day. This is a wonderful event where people from the community 

bring gifts and food for the girls. What a great way for the local community 

to assist this program! Project 24 Sites Total Number of Students at the 

P24 sites: 190 children Lenkishon: 25 students Tumaini: 40 students 

Othoro: 25 students Udom: 50 students Rongo: 25 students Nyambiri: 25 

students Children in Secondary School: 70 students Number of Students 

Sponsored as to date: 140. Read more in 

Britt’s newsletter HERE. Support for 

Project 24 to date is $111,434. View the 

Project 24 newsletter HERE. Support for 

CCC: Kenya date is $17,366. Visit the 

CCC Kenya website HERE.  

Support for any of 
these missionaries 
can be sent to:   
Minnesota North 
District—LCMS, PO 
Box 604, Brainerd, 
MN 56401 —
earmarked for the 
specific mission or 
missionary. 

As the time draws near 

to celebrate the birth of 

our Savior, we also 

celebrate the wonderful 

gift of your support and 

prayers while we live and work overseas. In 

this newsletter see what your Christian 

brothers and sisters in Asia have been 

celebrating these past months––read our 

newsletter HERE.  One other note: although 

we love the color red for Christmas, we prefer 

black when it comes to our account! May we 

ask for your help? Become a partner or make 

a special year-end gift  HERE. Thanks so much 

for joining us in this work. 

mission minutes 

Pastor DiLiberto shares: “ A short-term team 

from St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Esko, 

Minnesota came for a week. They painted the 

church, taught English and music classes, and 

put on a Christian concert at a local housing 

project where we’ve been building relationships 

and hosting outreach events. On November 15, 

we were finally able to purchase the building in Ponce that we were hoping to! We 

praise God for His provision, and we thank all of you for your prayers!  We finally have 

a new worship space for Fuente de Vida (Fountain of Life) Lutheran Church in Ponce. 

It’s a bit of a fixer-upper to say the least, so the Neuendorfs and the church members 

have been working tirelessly to prepare it for a local inauguration this coming Sunday, 

December 1.” See Pastor DiLiberto’s newsletter HERE.  Missionaries Rev. James and 

Christel at Ponce are excited to have the property purchase complete! See other 

prayer requests and download their latest newsletter HERE.  

Rev. James NS Kollie serves Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church and School in Cotton Tree, Liberia. Pastor Kollie is 

pursuing a Doctorate Degree at CTS, Fort Wayne, IN, 

with hopes of then teaching pastors in Liberia. Jamesetta 

Kollie, a 2019 CSP grad is teaching at Pacific Lutheran 

School in Gardena, CA. Gifty Kollie (deaconess student at 

CUC) and Diane (in high school at Concordia Academy, 

Roseville, MN) are also studying in the US with plans to 

return to Liberia to use their education. Funds collected 

and disbursed to date for the School: $131,092; for 

Pastor Kollie’s education: $51,670; for Jamesetta’s 

education: $9,733; and  for Gifty’s education: $14,643. 

Donations can be 

sent to: MN North 

District, PO Box 

604, Brainerd, MN 

56401. Please 

SPECIFICALLY 

designate your 

donation. 

MN North District members Delano and Lin-

da Meyer of Chokio and Jaque Bremen of 

Alexandria participate in the East Africa Agri-

cultural Consultancy, an international mis-

sion of the LCMS. Delano & 

Linda will be traveling in East 

Africa January-March 2020. 

You can learn more about 

this mission by visiting their 

new website HERE. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/bbemail/PROD/ulib/ah6wt0/docs/38cb17c1-78f1-0d18-44c2-dc60bd4c9914/Odemba_Kenya_Nov2019newsletter.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7632c42424c67f7addaf5fed2/files/305b8c9f-d5a3-47b5-8178-8e25ea89e233/Project_24_newsletter_Nov._2019.01.pdf?utm_source=LCMS+-+OIM+-+P24CCCK&utm_campaign=6644f14c9e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_11_20_11_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_14
https://www.lcms.org/make-a-gift/christs-care-for-children-kenya
https://jastrams.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91&id=a315d50202&e=345b4fa2d1
https://jastrams.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91&id=1d47a8fe30&e=345b4fa2d1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AUFkCSkd5uPOzr15T1aM0jLGOZrElx9U/view
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/files/2fa3d179-016b-4ce9-bc0f-024ad1c0ce74/08.2019.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/files/2fa3d179-016b-4ce9-bc0f-024ad1c0ce74/08.2019.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/_compresseds/9f2d5086-5c8b-4a1e-8f83-191b88d82b15.jpg
https://international.lcms.org/project-agricultural-consultancy-east-africa/
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Dec 24-Jan 1, 2020  MN North District Office Closed for Christmas 
 
January 14, 2020  LWML Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
January 22, 2020  Minnesota March for Life, State Capital (CSP Chapel Service) 
January 24, 2020  National March for Life, Washington DC 
January 27-28, 2020 Circuit Visitors Conference, Lutheran Island Camp 
 
February 4, 2020  Pre-Retirement Workshop, District Office 
February 8, 2020  Disaster Response Informational Gathering, Zion, Brainerd 
February 16-17, 2020 MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
February 25, 2020  Ministerial Health Commission Meeting, District Office 
 
March 13-15, 2020  FORO—Puerto Rico 
 
April 4, 2019  State Bible Bowl, Concordia St. Paul 
April 17, 2020  Organist Workshop, Emmanuel, Barnum 
April 25, 2020  MN North District Technology Workshop, Location TBD 
April 26, 2020  Brainerd Circuit Convocation, Prince of Peace, Baxter 
 
May 3-4, 2020  MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
May 11-13, 2020  MN State Pastors Conference, Madden’s in Brainerd 
 
June 22-24, 2020  MN North District LWML Convention, Grand Rapids 
 
July 14, 2020  LWML Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
 
August 12, 2020  New Workers Orientation, District Office 
August 13, 2020  Retired Workers Luncheon, Brainerd 
Aug 31– Sept 1, 2020 Circuit Visitors Conference, District Office 
 
September 20-21, 2020 MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 

Calendar of Events - 2019 

Churches Celebrating Anniversaries 

January 26, 2020  150 years  St. John’s Lutheran Church, Weber 

October 11, 2020  100 years  Trinity, Isle 
 

Please contact the District Office if your congregation will be celebrating an Anniversary. 
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Rev. David & Ashley Mommens (St. Paul, Melrose) at the birth of 

son Josiah Timothy on December 12th.  
 

Mrs. Mary Weber, wife of Rev. Dr. Karl Weber (St. John, Ottertail & 

St. Paul, Richville), diagnosed with cancer. 

Rev. James Kollie (Good Shepherd, Cotton Tree, Liberia), dealing 

with high blood pressure. 

Rev. Mark Hesse (Grace, Sebeka & Nimrod, Nimrod), dealing with 

health issues. 

Rev. Dean Stolz (Zion, Crosby & Immanuel, Iron Hub) dealing with 

back issues. 

John Kutter, brother of Rev. Fred Kutter (Immanuel, Albany), 

beginning rehab after bypass surgery. 

Rev. Fred Kutter( Immanuel, Albany), dealing with continued health 

issues. 

Gary Bach (DCE at Trinity, New York Mills), undergoing cancer 

treatment. 

Rev. Scott Muehlberg (St. John, Height of Land), undergoing cancer 

treatment. 

George Miller, dealing with severe back pain. 

Rev. Jim Meyer (cand. Thief River Falls), dealing with health issues. 

Rev. David  & Jenny Schoessow (Christ, Superior, WI), both dealing 

with health issues. 

Rev. Ron Tibbets (em. Aitkin), who is recuperating. 

Rev. David Milz (St. John, Kimball), dealing with heart issues. 

Rev. Victor Dorn, (em., St. Cloud), dealing with health issues. 

Mrs. Jolene Wagner (St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Perham), dealing 

with a blood disorder. 

Rev. Paul Dare’s (Zion, Alexandria) father, diagnosed with cancer. 

The mother of Rev. Dennis McManus, facing a number of health 

issues. 

Mrs. Martha Buchholz (wife of sainted pastor Rev. Henry Buchholz), 

Richville, who is having health issues. 

Rev. Gunard Heikkila (em., New York Mills), who is recovering after 

surgery. 

Mary Langemo Hughes (daughter of Rev. Martin & Carol Langemo, 

Princeton), who is suffering from hyperacusis. 

Mrs. Melissa Martini-Tischer, wife of Rev. Steven Tischer (Zion, 

Princeton), diagnosed with sarcoidosis.  

Mrs. Phyllis Volkert (wife of Rev. Robert Volkert, em., Palisade), 

suffering with spine issues. 

David Rickbeil (brother of Rev. Blake Rickbeil, St. Paul, Bertha), who 

has been missing for several months. 
 

MN North District Seminary Students: 

LeAnn  Gregoire, Isle, Deaconess student at CTSFW 

Gino Marchetti II, Elk River, student at CTSFW 

Joshua Mork, Moorhead, student at CSL 

Josef Muench, Duluth, on vicarage in Capistrao Beach, CA 

Carl Seim, Elk River, SMP student at CSL 

Stafford Thompson, Brainerd, on vicarage in Howard Lake, MN 

Stephanie Wilde, Parkers Prairie, Deaconess student on internship 

in Puerto Rico 
 

Those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of our District 

family: 

Rev. Noah Rogness, serving a Special Assignment in Washington DC, 

US Army Reserve 

LT Geoffrey Gronewold, Active Duty Chaplain, US Army—North 

Carolina 

Chaplain Captain Vincent Bain—Active Duty Chaplain, Fort 

Campbell, KY  

Chaplain Lt. Aaron Bell, son-in-law of Pastor Tom and Mary Brinkley 

(St. Matthew, Esko) – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy Camp 

Pendleton 

Chaplain LCDR John Thomson – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy 

Guam 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth (em., Hibbing), LCMS endorsed Emergency 

Response Chaplain and Disaster Response Chaplain 

Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda Bonk —US Army 

MSgt Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Don & Connie Fondow, Park 

Rapids—US Army 

Ens. Michaela Biegner, granddaughter of Rev. Paul (em. Brainerd) 

and Joan Biegner,  Pensacola, FL Flight School 

Ensign Emily Geddes, granddaughter of Virginia Ansorge—US Navy 

Dennis Gerold, husband of DCO Abby Dawkins Gerold, US Air Force 

Timothy Milo, son of Rev. Frank & Sue Milo, —MN National Guard 

1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan Uhrinak, Crosslake, 

Air Force 

Sgt. Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & Bonnie Vrudny, 

Walker, with the Army Reserve Engineering unit in Mankato. 

Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene Wagner, Trinity, Deer 

Creek, National Guard 
 

Missionaries Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serving as career 

missionaries through the LCMS in northern Asia, based in 

Tokyo, Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and 

Mrs. Phyllis Jastram) 

Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser, serving with Lutheran Bible 

Translators in Ethiopia. 

Rev. Dr. Bernie and Ellie Lutz working with Lutheran Heritage 

Foundation in the Sudan. 

In Our Prayers 



Call Update 
MN NORTH DISTRICT Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

CALLS ACCEPTED 

FISHER/EUCLID, Trinity/St. Paul - Rev. Doug Thompson, Sierra Leone, West Africa 

accepted the Call. 
 

CALLING CONGREGATIONS   

BARNESVILLE, St. John’s 

BELLINGHAM/CORRELL/ODESSA, Trinity/Grace/Trinity—Called Rev. Matthew Martin, 

Reeseville, WI. 

BROWNS VALLEY/CLAIRE CITY, SD, Zion/Zion  (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Larry Johnson)  

Calling a 2020 Seminary Candidate. 

ELY/BABBITT, First/Good Shepherd (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Steve Breitbarth) 

GRAND RAPIDS, First 

MOORHEAD, Our Redeemer (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. George Krueger & Rev. Adam Harvala) 

Called Rev. Robert Mrosko, Brookfield, WI. He declined the Call. 

PEQUOT LAKES, Gloria Dei (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Mark Johnson)  

SILVER BAY, Faith (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dean Rudloff) Called Rev. Kyle Verage, 

Crandon, WI. He declined the Call. 

ST. CLOUD/CLEAR LAKE, Faith/Trinity 

ST. CLOUD, Holy Cross (Senior Pastor) Called Rev. Chris Ascher, Sioux Falls, SD. He 

declined the Call. Called Rev. Greg DeMuth, Brookfield, Wi. 

VILLARD/GROVE LAKE, St. John/Trinity -  Calling a 2020 Seminary Candidate. 

WOOD LAKE, St. Luke’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jack Baumgarn) Called Rev. David Tilney, 

Cloquet, MN. 
 

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 

Rev. Matthew Kohl to Epiphany, Tallahassee, FL. He declined the Call. 

Rev. Kirk Douglas to St. John, Brant, MI & Bethany, Charlevoix, MI. He declined both Calls. 

Rev. George Morris II to Peace, Arlington, MN. 

Rev. Jacob Dandy to Zion, Terra Bella, CA. 

 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CHANGES 
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Rev. Don Fondow, District President  don.fondow@mnnlcms.org  

Diana Ruopp, Admin. Ass’t     diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org 
 

Mission & Ministry Facilitators: 

Rev. Jeffrey Lee [MaCO]  jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 

Rev. Monte Meyer [PLaN]  monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org   
 

George Miller, LCEF/Office Manager     george.miller@mnnlcms.org   

Bookkeeper  -  Angie Ringstrom angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org  

LCEF        lcef@mnnlcms.org  

 

Church Worker Care Coordinator:  Rev. Paul Cloeter  

    paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 

 

Congregational Care Counselor: Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala  

    congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org  

 

Lutheran Witness Editor Rev. Philip Hoppe (320) 233-6138  

   the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  
  

Gift Planning Counselor: Mr. David Priebe   

   david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary:  Rev. Marty Mably, Elk River  

   pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  
 

District Treasurer:  Mr. Mike Uran  

   treasurer@mnnlcms.org    
 

Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

Rev. Ron Carnicom, Chairman (218/675-6532) constitution@mnnlcms.org 

Contact us: Mail:   PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604  e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org  

  Phone:   218/829-1781   800/482-5022   Minnesota North District website:  www.mnnlcms.org 

  Fax:  218/829-0037 
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