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Making each member at Mount Olive, Duluth, regardless of their 
station in life, remain connected to Christ through the congrega-
tion is important. Recently, two new programs were introduced 

to foster such connection. 

On Friday mornings, families and individuals gather for Matins before 
a home-school field trip and fellowship. Next, they have lunch togeth-
er. While Matins is for all family members, its content is geared to-
ward the children. The catechism and basic Bible stories are reviewed. 
It also reflects on the themes of past and upcoming Sunday services.

Mount Olive also recently honored their members 80 years of age 
and older in a special way. This effort, called “Celebrating Our Senior 
Saints,” was celebrated on Sept. 22. Six months of planning and prepa-
rations were abundantly blessed by the Lord. A booklet containing 
interviews of 25 “senior saints,” corsages, boutonnieres and flowers, a 
banner and decorated cupcakes complemented a special worship ser-
vice and luncheon. Originally a project of the LWML, the celebration 
grew to involve many Mount Olive members.

The seniors received invitations with details about the day of celebra-
tion. Those able to attend were warmly greeted and presented with 
corsages or boutonnieres in the narthex. Smiles instantly revealed 
their joy. Several shut-ins who were unable to attend that day received 
a delivery of flowers, a cupcake, a booklet and a bulletin.

Zion Lutheran Church, Hoffman, celebrated 100 years as a congregation on 
July 14. Following worship, the guest speaker for the afternoon program was Rev. 
Dennis Lorenz (emeritus), who was confirmed at Zion. Attendees were treated to 
barbecue pork and music by Flat Grass Revival. There were 150 people present. 
Above, the congregation and guests at Zion gathered for a group photo.

Carol Walczak, 
president of Mount 
Olive’s LWML, pins a 
corsage on Rose  
(Bunny) Hein.

Celebrating all the saints in Duluth

100 blessed 
years in Hoffman

The families begin 
their day together in 
worships, led by Rev. 
Robert Franck, Mount 
Olive pastor.
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Immanuel, Giese (rural Finlayson) 
and Trinity, Sandstone, became 
member congregations of The 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Syn-
od (LCMS) family at a chartering 
service on Oct. 13.
Just as our loving heavenly Father plac-
es individuals into families for identity, 
support, nurture and growth, so also, 
under God’s guidance, these two older 
congregations have joined the LCMS 
for these reasons.

Immanuel was organized in 1903 and 
first joined the LCMS in 1927. It once 
had a Christian day school. Seventeen 
pastors have served this congregation, 
all with an LCMS background. During 
a most difficult time, the church left the 
LCMS as its pastor took many members 
into communal living in 1967. In the 
years that followed, it became a dual 
parish with Trinity and became part of 
other Lutheran church bodies.

Trinity Sandstone was organized in 
1904 and was in a dual-parish arrange-
ment with St. Paul, Hinckley (LCMS). 
In the early 1960s, its pastor and the 

Welcome!

From left, Steve Bartelma and Jason Karsky, Immanuel elders; Rev. Dr. Donald Fondow, dis-
trict president; Rev. Richard Langhorst, Immanuel and Trinity pastor; and Dan Rolf and Tom 
Rolf, Trinity elders, rejoice following the congregations’ becoming members of the LCMS.

congregation, addressing doctrinal 
concerns, became disassociated with 
the LCMS. Its new church building was 
completed in the early 1980s and, by 
God’s grace, quickly paid off.

A recent publication from these 
congregations says, “We believe in the 
inerrancy of Scripture; we want to be 
consistent with the teachings of Luther-
anism through the ages; we desire to 

be traditional rather than changeable; 
we use modern technology to proclaim 
the message of Christ crucified for us; 
and we wish to be re-vitalized and grow 
by God’s grace for His kingdom’s sake. 
Come, worship with us.”

Rev. Richard Langhorst, pastor of 
Trinity and Immanuel since 2002, was 
recently reinstated to the LCMS clergy 
roster.

Kari Aanenson (right) was 
honored on Sept. 22 for 
40 years of service as Sun-
day school superinten-
dent and teacher at Zion, 
Ada. Kelly Myers, head 
elder, presented the en-
graved plaque on behalf 
of the grateful congrega-
tion. Kari plans to remain 
active in Zion’s mission 
and activities, shifting her 
energy and skills to other 
areas of work. Kari is 
active in LWML, currently 
serving as the society’s 
secretary.

Zion member recognized
for 40 years of service In six days, our creative and loving Father de-

signed a world perfectly suited for the flourishing 
of the people He deeply loves. The beauty of His 

work spans all four seasons in Minnesota and our 
winter landscape is filled with the fingerprints of 
God. 

Join with others at Lutheran Island Camp at 1 p.m. 
on Jan. 18 to enjoy a sleigh ride (weather permitting). 
Then participants will spend time in the fireside 
lounge enjoying snacks and creating their own winter 
landscapes with the help of Art Bar 39. Hot choco-
late, tea and coffee will be provided, or you may bring 
your own beverage.

Christ Serve Ranch will also kick off an online Bible 
study and discussion group for women. Once a 
month, live online conversations will be facilitated 
by a variety of presenters as participants will explore 
God’s Word. If you are interested in being a part of 
the discussion, please send an email to program@
christserveranch.org.

January at Christ Serve Ranch
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Share your news
Please submit anything of note in your congregation, announce-
ments, special events or human interest stories that you or your 
organization would like published. Please send submissions to 
the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org.

You may also mail your submissions to Peace Lutheran Church, P.O. 
Box 60, Finlayson, MN 55735, attn. Rev. Philip Hoppe. Please ensure 
photos sent electronically are high resolution.

LLL holds annual meeting

The 76th Annual Meeting of Lutheran Hour Ministries 
(LHM)/Orphan Grain Train was held on Sept. 21 at Lu-
theran Island Camp.

The opening worship was conducted by Rev. Jason 
Wolter, district LLL pastoral advisor. Rev. Dr. Don 
Fondow, district president, reported on the challenges 
the Christian Church faces in our country. The LCMS is 
responding by encouraging church planting and crafting 
outreach programs and other initiatives to carry out the 
Great Commission. Marilyn Hiltel, district LWML presi-
dent brought greetings from the LWML.

Polly Gregali, LHM community facilitator, gave an 
in-depth presentation covering the wide range of LHM 
programs. She spoke about the many resources LHM has 
available for sharing the Gospel throughout the world; 
and SENT, LHM’s latest initiative to reach the nations. To 
learn more about free online courses, visit lhm.org/learn.

At the business meeting, Gary Weckwerth was elected 
as vice-president and Waldo Johnson was re-elected as 
treasurer. Both were installed by Pastor Wolter.

Polly Gregali, 
community 
facilitator 
for LHM, 
and Glenn 
Borchers, 
LLL district 
president.

Ashley Lehr was recently 
gifted a quilt from members 
of Our Redeemer,  Moorhead, 
to use while serving the Lord 
as LCMS missionary in Puerto 
Rico. 

She will serve as an outreach 
team member and help to grow 
the English as a Second Lan-
guage program. This program 
is part of the ongoing disaster 
response and mission outreach 
since Hurricane Maria. She 
will also help with short-term 
missionary teams serving in 
Puerto Rico.

Ashley graduated in May from 

Concordia College in Moor-
head, where she received a 
bachelor’s degree in social 
work. She attended and served 
at Our Redeemer. She is from 
Appleton, Wis. 

If you would like to know 
about her upcoming work in 
Puerto Rico, you can visit 
lcms.org/Lehr.

Lehr sent to 
Puerto Rico 
with gift

On Oct. 6, the congregations of Gloria Dei, rural Virginia, and Redeemer, held a joint worship, 
followed by a delicious dinner at Gloria Dei in celebration of 12 years as a dual parish. A total of 
109 members from both congregations were in attendance. The congregations entered into the 
dual-parish agreement September 2007. The congregations are blessed to have each other and to 
share Rev. Don Stauty as their shepherd. It is with praise and thanks to their Heavenly Father for 
His goodness and blessings these past 12 years that they look forward to many years to come.

Dual 
parish  
rejoices
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Special visit
When word spread that 
newly-elected LWML 
President Debbie Larson 
(pictured, smiling at cam-
era) was in Bemidji with 
her husband, Scott, to visit 
his parents, De and Lloyd 
Larson, she was invited to 
attend the annual picnic 
of the Trinity, Bemidji, Evening Guild. Debbie shared words of encour-
agement, emphasizing support of mission grants. May God richly bless 
President Debbie as she serves the LWML .

Zion Evening Guild of Zion Alexandria, hosted a Lake-
land I “Follow My Lead” event on Oct. 5. Rev. Dennis 
Angland, Alexandria Zone pastoral counselor (pic-
tured), concluded the event with closing remarks and 
prayers, encouraging the attendees to follow God’s lead.

Ebenezer 
women 
help WIC

A day of joy
“Treasured” was the theme of the fall LWML 
retreat for Our Redeemer Women in Mission, 
Moorhead. Based on Duet. 14:2, the women 
walked away knowing they are a precious, trea-
sured possession of our heavenly Father, who 
sought and claimed us as His own in Christ! 
From coal to diamonds, we are continuously 
being transformed in Christ, reflecting His glory 
and light to a dark world. It was a great day with 
Bible study, singing and prayer; a day removed from life’s events to focus 
on God’s Word, spent joyfully with fellow sisters in Christ.

December is here, and most of the world is get-
ting ready to celebrate Christmas — with songs 
like “Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire,” 

“It’s Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas” and 
“White Christmas.” Much of the celebration focuses 
on giving and receiving presents. 

Amid the world’s observance of a secular Christmas, 
even Christians sometimes lose sight of the season’s 
proper focus. Advent, especially, can get lost in the 
rush to Christmas.

Advent is the beginning of a new church year. It 
is a penitential season — a time to prepare for the 
Savior’s birth. During Advent, some people set up a 
wreath with four candles on the outside, and a fifth 
candle in the middle. Each week a candle is lit.

Week One (Blue Candle): “The Prophesy Candle” 
symbolizes hope, remembering the prophets who 
foretold the birth of Christ.
Week Two (Blue Candle): “The Bethlehem Candle” 
symbolizes love, in remembrance of the birthplace of 
God’s Son.
Week Three (Pink Candle): “The Shepherd’s Candle” 
symbolizes joy, because the shepherds were the first 
to hear the announcement of Jesus’ birth and the joy 
that His birth means for mankind.
Week Four (Blue Candle): “The Angels’ Candle” sym-
bolizes peace, a reminder that very soon you, too, will 
be joining the angels in singing and praising God for 
His faithfulness and grace in sending His Son.
Christmas Eve and the rest of the Christmas season 
(White Candle, in center): “The Christ Candle” sym-
bolizes that Christ, who is the Light of the World,  
has entered the darkness of this sin-filled world.  
This Child was born to save the world from sin, 
death and the power of the devil.

While you focus on remembering the birth of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, you should also remember that 
He still comes to you daily through His Word and 
Sacraments. He will come again — His Second Com-
ing, on the Last Day — in His Glory, when He will 
judge both the living and the dead.

Saints in Christ, Advent is similar to the season of 
Lent, when you prepare for a jubilant holiday. So as 
you observe this penitential season, focus on why the 
Baby Jesus was born. Focus on the cross of Christ 
and what He has done for you. His death on the 
cross and His resurrection from the grave remind 
you of how you are saved. Have a blessed Advent!

Rev. Donald Klatt • Lakeland Region Pastoral Counselor

‘Follow My Lead’

The ladies of Ebenezer, 
Leaf Valley, made 12 
fleece blankets for 
Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC), a 
supplemental nutrition 
program that helps 
low-income women 
and children in need. 
We pray the blankets 
warm their hearts and 
bodies this winter!

Advent – a new beginning


