
WEEK 9 

The four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke & 
John) are biographies of Jesus.  They tell the 
story of His earthly life and mission.   
 
Matthew concentrates on Jesus’ power and 
authority, which reaches its peak in the final 
chapter.  Look up and highlight chapter 28:5-
7.  
 

Jesus is so powerful that even death could 
not hold Him down. This had to be a surreal 
experience to see.  Look at the verses you just 
highlighted.  What was the first thing the 
angel said to the women?  Then what did he 
tell the women to do in verse 7?  Why do you 
think the angel wanted the message to get 
out so quickly?   What does Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead mean to you?   
Now look up and highlight 28:18-20.   
 

Everybody knows someone who either 
doesn’t go to church, or doesn’t know Jesus 
as their Savior.  Who do you know that fits 
that description?  Pray for them, right now, 
and start thinking of how you might “make 
disciples” of that someone you know.   
 

Prayer - Lord Jesus Christ, even death could 
not hold you down.  You are triumphant over 
sin, death and the devil.  Use me to lead 
someone I know to Your forgiveness, that 
they may be saved!  Amen.  
  

The Gospel of Mark is the shortest of all four 
Gospels.  He uses a crisp, fast-paced style of 
writing.  With this style, Mark communicates 
his urgency to proclaim the Good News.  Look 
up and highlight chapter 1:14-15.   
 

When Jesus speaks about the “kingdom of 
God,” He isn’t talking about a piece of land or 
territory.  The Kingdom of God is Jesus’ rule 
and reign in our hearts by faith.  What does 
Jesus call us to do?    
 

Repentance means to acknowledge our sin 
before God and turn away from it.  Faith is 
turning TO the forgiveness of sins we have in 
Jesus.    
 

Now look up and highlight 9:23-24.   Mark 
recounts the time when Jesus healed a boy 
with an unclean spirit. (chapter 9:14-29; it’s a 
good one, you should read it!).    
 

In this account, the boy’s father believed 
everything is possible, but needed his faith 
strengthened.  His son was going through 
tough times and the father had doubts.   
 

We all go through times of doubt, don’t we?  
When this happens, turn to God’s Word.  It 
will strengthen your faith.  Try opening your 
Bible to the middle, to the book of Psalms. Do 
it right now, and see how letting God’s Word 
speak to you will strengthen your faith. 
 

Prayer - Dear Father, sometimes I experience 
moments where my faith is weak.  Keep my 
eyes focused on Your Word and promise, that 
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during my toughest times, I might trust in 
Your mercy.  In Jesus name I pray.  Amen.   

Luke was a physician by trade.  His writing 
style is very polished.  His one main theme is  
the mission of Jesus.  He described it this 
way, “The Son of Man came to seek and to 
save the lost” (Luke 19:10).  With this in 
mind, look up and highlight chapter 2:10-14.  
 

Why do you think the angels were SO happy 
about the birth of Jesus?  How does His birth 
change the world as we know it?   
 

Now look up and highlight chapter 15:1-7.  
Notice the response of the person who found 
the lost sheep. Why do you think he was so 
happy about finding ONE sheep, when he had 
99 others?  That’s how God thinks about us.  
He LOVES us - he never gives up on us.  Look 
at verse seven again. What is the attitude in 
heaven about the lost who come to faith in 
Jesus?  Now put yourself in that spot.  You 
are THAT loved by God.  How does that make 
you feel? 
 

Prayer - Dear Jesus, I don’t think I could ever 
fully understand how much you love me. I am 
so thankful for your mercy and so grateful for 
your forgiveness.  Thank you for finding and 
rescuing me.  Amen.   

The Gospel of John was written sometime 
after Matthew, Mark and Luke.  John doesn’t 
repeat much of what the other Gospel writers 
recorded. His focus is more on what Jesus 
taught than what He did.    
 

Surveys have asked Christians this question: 
“If you were to die tonight, would you go to 
heaven?  Why or why not?”  Among 
Christians  taking the survey, around 1/2 
think  salvation depends on good works.  
Look up and highlight 3:16-17.  According to 
these verses, from where does your salvation 
come?  Never, ever forget this important 
message.   

 

Now look up and highlight 14:6.  Salvation 
comes only through Jesus Christ.  You can be 
sure that You will live forever in heaven 
because Jesus died and rose again to pay for 
your sins.  If you know someone who has 
doubts about their eternity, show them these 
highlighted verses. This is the best news of 
all!   
 

Prayer - Dear Jesus, you alone are my life and 
salvation.  You have paid for my sins once and 
for all.  You rose again in victory over sin, 
death and the devil.  Thank you for saving 
me!  Amen.   
 

Luke also wrote the book of Acts.  Think of it 
like a two-volume history. The Gospel of Luke 
is the life and mission of Jesus.  The book of 
Acts focuses on the start of the New 
Testament Church.  Look up and highlight 
1:8.  God wants his message of hope and 
forgiveness to go to everybody, including 
people who were not Jewish, which was a 
very foreign thought for the average Jew of 
that day.   
 

For example, God called Paul, a very devout 
Jew, to be a missionary to the Gentile people.  
He hated those who didn’t uphold the Jewish 
faith.  He did whatever he could to stop 
Christians from spreading their faith.   Look 
up and highlight 26:15-18.  This is Paul 
describing how God worked to call him to 
faith and become a great missionary to all 
nations.  
 

God can use anybody.  There is no one too 
bad, too sinful, or too far gone that God 
cannot forgive and use them to get His 
message out!  How might God use you to get 
this message out?  Who do you know that 
needs Jesus in their life?   
 

Prayer - Heavenly Father, without Your mercy 
I am nothing.  Thank You for bringing Jesus 
into my life.  Use me to make a difference in 
getting Your message of forgiveness out!  In 
Jesus name I pray, Amen.   
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