
WEEK 8 

Zephaniah was preaching to a people 
who thought that God would neither 
help nor harm them.  They did what 
they pleased and only valued money, 
real estate and their businesses.  
Zephaniah railed against their 
shamelessness.  He said a day is 
coming where God is going to judge. 
But he also talked about a remnant 
who were faithful.   He was going to 
restore them.   Go to chapter 3 and 
highlight verses 16-17.   
 
So often, we can almost feel the 
judgement of God beating down upon 
us for our thoughtless and sinful ways.  
Yet God in His mercy is ready and 
willing to forgive those who repent 
and trust in His mercy.   In our 
highlighted verses, we are told to 
“Fear not…”  According to these 
verses, list some of the reasons why 
we need not fear.   
 
Prayer - Dear Father in Heaven, You 
promised that You would be near us.  
Save us by Your grace and remind us 
to rejoice in Your promises.  In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.  
 

Haggai is a prophet who preached to 
God’s people when they were let out 
of captivity and were able to go back 
to their homeland.  They went home 
and started to rebuild the temple, but 
their neighbors kept opposing them.  
God sent Haggai to encourage the 
people to finish what they had started.  
With this in mind, look up and 
highlight chapter 2:4-5.  (note, 
Zerubbabel was the Governor of Judah 
during this time) 
 
While some were scared that their 
neighbors hated them and wouldn’t 
like them rebuilding the temple, 
others were scared that this temple 
wouldn’t measure up to the awesome 
one built by King Solomon, years ago.  
What words of encouragement did 
God give them in these verses?  How 
might this help you when you get 
discouraged because of your life’s 
battles?  
 
Prayer - Lord, sometimes I wonder why 
things happen the way they do.  My 
life doesn’t always go the way I 
planned.  But I trust in You.  I lean on 
Your grace to guide me.  Amen.   

Get out your Bible and highlighter. Use the daily reading guide to apply the Bible 

to your life by focusing on one book each day. Watch and see God’s Word at work! 

BRING IT HOME... 
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Zechariah’s ministry took place around 
Jerusalem as people moved back to 
their homes and re-started their lives.  
Except for the book of Isaiah, no other 
Old Testament book has as many 
detailed descriptions of what the 
Savior Jesus Christ’s life and work 
would be like.  In fact, Zechariah’s 
prophecies are very precise and 
fulfilled in Jesus.   
 
You can read a great example of this 
by looking up and highlighting 
chapter 9 verse 9.   
 
God remembers us, all the time.  His 
plan for us is found in His son Jesus 
Christ, whom we get a glimpse of from 
the prophet Zechariah, some 550 
years before He was born.  In this 
section, Zechariah describes Jesus’s 
triumphant Entry into Jerusalem, 
riding on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
Think about it - centuries before Jesus 
was born, the Old Testament writers 
were writing about Him in detail!  God 
keeps his promises - all of them.   
 
Prayer - God, I am so grateful that you 
keep all Your promises.  Your Son Jesus 
is my Savior and He has changed my 
life forever.  Thank you.  Amen.   

Malachi is another prophet who 
served God’s people after their return 
from exile in Babylon.  Malachi was 
the last prophet in Old Testament 
times.  The time between Malachi’s 

writings and the work of John the 
Baptist was 400 years.  He also wrote 
about Jesus’ first coming as our Savior 
and His second coming as the world’s 
judge.  A good example of this is 
chapter 3:1-3.  Look it up and 
highlight it in your Bible.   
 
The entire message of Malachi feels as 
though he’s speaking to us today.  He 
tells them (and us) to 1) Make your 
worship heartfelt, not an empty ritual, 
2) stop robbing God - bring to him the 
offerings He deserves as an act of 
worship from the heart, 3) care for 
those in need - show your compassion 
by really helping them and 4) Live in 
love - for those in your families, 
church, community and world.   
 
This is a lot of law, and it reminds us of 
how far short we come, even when we 
try our hardest to please God.  But we 
know that God is for us!  His Son Jesus 
is our Savior.  He rescues us from sin, 
death and the power of the devil.  
What a God we have!!  From the very 
beginning of time, He has been for US!   
 
Prayer - Heavenly Father, I come 
before You today as one who is a 
sinner.  I need Your mercy.  Thank you 
for the Holy Spirit’s work in my life, 
calling me to faith in Your Son, my 
Savior, Jesus Christ, who gives me 
mercy and forgiveness.  It changes me.  
Amen.   
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