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Some of the best opportunities for reaching out with the 

Gospel are happening RIGHT NOW!  Thanksgiving and 

Christmas are the ONE time of the year when most people 

are open to attending church. This means the next six 

weeks are prime time for reaching out to our unchurched 

neighbors and friends with the good news that Jesus Christ 

died and rose again to pay for their sins!   

So how do we actually go about doing this?  Maybe you 

aren’t sure how to proceed.  Well, here’s a plan for you to 

follow, or to pass along to your congregation: 

 

1) Start with prayer.  Identify the people who you know who don’t go to church or 

don’t know Jesus as Savior.  Start praying for them.   Here’s a prayer you could use: 

“Gracious Father, I bring before you _____________.  Open their heart when I invite 

them to church.  Give me boldness and courage to share with them the good news of 

Your love and forgiveness.  In Jesus name I pray, Amen.”  

2) Practice your invitation/confession of faith.  Sometimes Lutherans have 

a hard time talking about their faith in Jesus. So practice when you are alone - when 

you are in the car, walking the dog, or raking leaves.  Don’t just think it - say it out 

loud.  Then you will be ready when God gives you an opportunity with your friend.   

3) Look for the opportunity God gives you.  Your Church Service for 

Thanksgiving or Christmas Eve/Day are great opportunities.  Offer to pick them up - 

maybe invite them over for dessert after the Service.  When you get an opportunity, 

let them know why the forgiveness of sins in Jesus is so important to you.  

Remember, the worst thing they might say is “no”.  Don’t worry about it.  Let the 

Holy Spirit do its work through the Gospel!    

4) Don’t forget to follow up.  Ask God to give you more opportunities with them. 

Be ready to talk with them.  Ask yourself: “What does Jesus mean to me?  Why is this 

important to me?”  Don’t be afraid.  Be bold and courageous.  Pastors and church 

workers: help your congregation learn how to talk about the faith with others.    

2 Corinthians 6:2 says “…Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of 

salvation.”  This is one of our best opportunities.  Someone you know needs Jesus! 

In Christ, 

Rev. Monte Meyer 

Parish Life Facilitator  
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Around the District... 

2 Upcoming Tour Opportunities! 
December 1 - 7, 2019 
7 Days and 6 Nights!  
Hosted by: Our Redeemer, Cohasset 
For more information contact Tim 
Stroming at (218) 328-5165 

 

March 11 - 14, 2019  
Hosted by: Emmanuel, Backus 
For more information contact: Pastor 
Frank Milo at (218) 820-6978 or 
frankvmilo@live.com 

Mark your calendar now… 
 

CTSFW Continuing Education 
June 8-10, 2019 
Prince of Peace Lutheran School, St. Cloud, MN 
 

Rev. Adam Koontz 
Identity and creation: 21st-century problems, 1st-century solutions 

How do we know who we are? Much of the confusion we experience today is 

not new. People in the ancient world asked themselves the same questions 

about marriage, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality. The New Testament provides 

solutions to these ancient/modern problems through the life we now have in 

Christ. 
 

Organist Workshop 

April 18, 2020 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Barnum 

Featuring: Rev. Dr. Richard Resch 
 

2nd Annual MN North Technology Workshop 

April 25, 2020 

Location To Be Determined 
 

Brainerd Circuit Convocation 

April 26, 2020 - 2:30 p.m. 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Baxter 
Rev. Fred Hinz of the MN Districts will speak on issues of public policy that affect 

Christians and their Biblical beliefs. 

Rev. David Buchs was installed at 

Concordia, Fairhaven on Saturday, October 

19th. Pictured are: back row: Rev. Tysen 

Bibb; middle row: Rev. Michael Holmen, 

Rev. Bryan Hopfensperger, Rev. David Milz, 

Rev. Adam Koontz, Rev. Thomas Queck; 

front row: Rev. Bruce Timm, Rev. David 

Buchs, Rev. Dr. Don Fondow (District 

President), and Rev. George Sagissor, III. 

Students from St. Cloud State University 

attend Bible Study at Lutheran Student Fel-

lowship. Barb Hertling shares: “A few were 

missing today but we also had another 

new young man.  "Joe" we met at 

Mainstreet in September and invited him 

to Bible study.  Every week I would text 

him and remind him of Bible study.  He 

came for the first time today.  He said 

someone asked him about his faith and he 

admitted he left it behind and decided to 

come to Bible study with us.  Another 

young man came back with two other 

young men from Ehtiopia.”  

mailto:frankvmilo@live.com
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MAIN STREET LIVING  is a locally 

produced Sunday Morning TV worship 

service led by participating LCMS 

pastors from MN, ND and SD Districts. 

For the latest edition of the Main Street 

Living Newsletter, click on the Main 

Street Living logo on the MN North 

District homepage HERE.  

Disaster Response—Have You 

Prepared? 
 

The Minnesota North District wants to 

assist congregations by increasing in 

their capacity to demonstrate mercy 

ministry in Disaster Response.  
 

Your congregation is invited to send 

representatives to Disaster Response 

Informational Gathering on Saturday, 

February 8, 10:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M., at 

Zion Lutheran Church in Brainerd.  Pre-

registration in requested (click on the 

registration box).  The event will 

include: 
 

• A presentation – “Responding to a 

Crisis” 

• Round table discussion – sharing 

what preparations congregations 

have in place; what would be 

helpful to your congregation? 

• What’s a L.E.R.T. Team (Lutheran 

Early Response Team)?  Does your 

congregation need one?  How do 

you get trained?  If you already 

have a team, what ongoing 

training would be helpful? 

• Display of materials available from 

LCMS Disaster Response 

• Lunch (possibly a minimal cost for 

participants) 
 

Preliminary plans for 2020 include 

hosting at least two one-day (6-8 

hours) L.E.R.T team training days in 

Duluth and the St. Cloud area.  More 

training opportunities may be added. 
 

If your congregation already has 

trained as L.E.R.T or if you have 

already in place a disaster response 

plan, please share this information 

with one of our District Coordinators 

listed below. 
 

MNN District Co-Coordinators for 

Disaster Response: 
 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth   

s.breithbarth@mchsi.com  

218-254-2702 
 

John Beck 

john6beck@gmail.com   

320-249-4012 

REGISTRATION  

FORM 

“Did God Really Say …?” is Lutherans For 

Life’s theme for Sanctity of Human Life 

Sunday, which is set for January 19, 

2020. Your congregation can observe 

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday on that 

date or at any time during the year. Our 

Life Sunday 2020 theme is based on 

Genesis 3 and John 6:68: “Simon Peter 

answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we 

go? You have the words of eternal life.’” 

Here is what is available: Bulletin 

Inserts • Bible Study • Children’s 

Message • Worship Service • Sermons • 

Life Sunday 2020 flyer. 

Find these resources HERE 

Life Sunday 2020 –  

“Did God Really Say … ?” 

http://www.mnnlcms.org/home
mailto:s.breithbarth@mchsi.com
mailto:john6beck@gmail.com
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/mnnlcms/attachments/210605/Disaster_Response-_Intercom.pdf
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/mnnlcms/attachments/210605/Disaster_Response-_Intercom.pdf
https://www.lutheransforlife.org/store-life-sunday-2020/
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“Rejoice Always” 1 Thess. 5:16 

It is with great thankfulness and rejoicing 

that the MN North District is blessed with 

seven Lutheran schools that boldly teach 

and proclaim the Gospel through school 

ministry to HIS little ones.  

Here at St. Paul’s Lutheran School we are 

blessed with 112 students in preschool 

through 6th grade. We have 6 full-time 

teachers, 4 part-time teachers, three 

support staff, volunteers, a DCE and Pastor 

that completes our school ministry team. If 

you were to stop by to visit our school you 

would definitely see a ministry in motion! 

We would like to say thank you to the 

congregations, organizations, and 

individuals who have given financial support 

to our District schools through the CROSS 

Appeal Initiative. With the generous 

financial gifts given our school has been 

able to purchase resources in technology, 

curriculum support, tuition assistance, and 

art and physical education supplies. 

We ask for your continual prayers as we 

daily teach His children not only academics, 

but as we help them to grow in their faith 

and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. If 

you are able to financially give a gift to the 

CROSS Appeal Initiative, you can write a 

check made out to CROSS Appeal and send 

it to the following address: Minnesota 

North District- LCMS, PO Box 604, Brainerd, 

MN 56401 Be sure to earmark it as CROSS. 

For more information on St. Paul’s Lutheran 

School, visit our website at 

www.stpaulsschoolperham.org or visit our 

Facebook page. 

Rest, reflect, & re-create 
All pastors and interested persons are invited to the annual pre -Lenten retreat 

hosted by the North Dakota District. This annual retreat is a great way to carry our 

congregations through the Lenten journey to the cross and the empty tomb.  

What: Pre-Lenten retreat on Hebrews 11 (0.9 CEUs available upon request)  

Where: Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND 

When: Monday, January 6 - Tuesday, January 7  

Who: Presenter Bernie Worral 

Registration: Email (revchjahnke@ideaone.net) or call (701-282-4195) Clark Jahnke 

to register. The retreat fee is $75, payable to the North Dakota District, LCMS.  

LEARN MORE HERE 

North Dakota District LC-MS  

Pre-Lent Preparation 
 January 6-7, 2020  

At Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran, Bismarck, ND  

Christmas Videos for Kids from LHM: 

Watch HERE 

Watch HERE 

https://www.stpaulsschoolperham.org
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsschoolperhammn/
http://www.nodaklcms.org/
https://goo.gl/maps/SFzaAM4m1DcJ26F49
mailto:revchjahnke@ideaone.net?subject=Pre-Lenten%20Retreat%20
http://www.nodaklcms.org/blog/pre-lent-retreat-preparation/
https://vimeo.com/54943512
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Skv0KUDsoJE
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November 2019 | “Creator of All 
Things, Visible and Invisible” 
 

Dear public policy advocates, 

 

I think we can all agree that the cultural challenges to the proclamation 

of the Christian faith in the public sphere have multiplied and 

intensified significantly in recent years. But I have some hopeful news 

for you today. One of the key underlying motives for these cultural 

challenges is being called into public question and, indeed, is being 

quickly discredited. 

 

The underlying motive of which I’m speaking is the neo-Darwinian 

theory of evolution. Read More... 

Imagine what would happen if we led our churches based on 

biblical principles and not worldly principles! Meetings really 

would be both effective and Christ-centered not to mention 

how this permeates the congregation! 

Ambassadors of Reconciliation has developed a NEW on-line 

course available to ALL church leaders everywhere with 

TWO OPTIONS:  

Spiritual Leadership Self-paced Study 

Spiritual Leadership Group On-line Study 

This course is designed as a companion resource to Ted 

Kober's new book Built on the Rock: The Healthy 

Congregation, and our Built on the Rock Leader's Pack.   

The church is unlike any other club or service organization. 

She is the body of Christ. Thus, her leaders need to be 

equipped spiritually to serve Christ and His mission. 

This course equips you to be a spiritually healthy and 

effective leader! You can choose to complete the 

course individually, or purchase a group license so that your 

entire board can learn and grow together by sharing your 

insights with one another. PASTORS, wouldn't it be GREAT to 

guide your leadership boards through this course 

together?!? Purchase a group license today - it can cost as 

little as a few dollars per person! This is a GREAT way to 

prepare for church business beginning in earnest this Fall! 
 

Learn more about this new course ... 

In Christ’s service, 

 

Dwight Schettler 

President  

PASTORS: Review this course free of charge. Use 

coupon code ImaPastor at checkout. 

Mini-Package Tour Option: Float Decorating and Rose Parade  

 

• 5-Nights Holiday Inn West Covina, CA- first class hotel, newly 

opened, walking to shopping and restaurants  

• Complimentary hotel parking  

• Motor coach Transportation round trip from hotel to decorating 

pavilion and to Rose Parade  

• Buffet Breakfast Daily   

• Gratuities for included meals  

• Exclusive “hands-on” float decorating with the Petal Push-

ers®   

• 4-Days round trip private coach group transfer- from hotel to 

float decorating pavilion and to the Rose Parade  

• Rose Parade Ticket in Preferred Grandstand Seating  

• Complimentary Petal Pushers® sweatshirt  

• Sunday Worship Service  
  
  See Details...     

http://www.mnsdistrict.org/engaged-in-mission/2019/11/1/one-voice-for-public-policy-november-2019
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/916f07f905
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/f2f74ecc57
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/2a0603f393
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/2a0603f393
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/c7fd4a88ed
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/4abe297a38
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/78a7240bb5/f270aae6a8/1b4facf365
https://www.christiantravelplanners.com/tours/item/193-special-event-tour-rose-parade-december-28-january-2-2020.html
https://www.christiantravelplanners.com/tours/item/193-special-event-tour-rose-parade-december-28-january-2-2020.html
https://www.aorhope.org/product-page/spiritual-leadership-self-paced-study-1
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A Message from the MN North District Life Coordinator 
Rev. Jason Wolter, Benson, MN 

As the beauty of 

the Fall leaves 

turns to the 

realization that 

Winter is coming... our thoughts turn to 

the holidays that bring warmth into this 

cold season.  First up is the holy day of 

Thanksgiving.  Although made an 

American holiday by Presidents 

Washington and Lincoln, the practice of 

giving thanks to God for His gifts began 

way back in the Old Testament (at that 

time, it was called, “the Festival of 

Booths”). 

In our modern-day celebrations of 

Thanksgiving, we mostly focus on our 

First Article gifts.  As you may recall (from 

your days in Confirmation class), these 

would include: my body and soul, eyes, 

ears, all my members, my reason and 

senses, also clothing and shoes, food and 

drink, house and home, wife and 

children, land, animals and everything 

else that I need to support this body and 

life.   

While God’s Second Article gifts are 

clearly more important (because they are 

eternal gifts, like forgiveness of sins and 

new life through Christ), it’s important for 

Christians to remember that it’s perfectly 

acceptable for us to take time to thank 

God for His First Article gifts, too.   

As we do, we remember that our bodies 

are a gift from God- as well as all the 

things that He gives us to protect and 

preserve them.  He designed our bodies, 

shaped them with His hands and 

breathed life into them.  Of all His 

creations, we are clearly the greatest and 

most precious to Him.  Although our 

bodies have been corrupted by sin, they 

still retain some measure of the image of 

God.  And, for that reason, our bodies are 

a sacred and holy temple of the Lord (1 

Cor. 6:19). 

In our world today, there are many forces 

working to undermine- or deny- that 

joyful truth.  They support and encourage 

the idea that the body is a personal 

possession (“My body, my choice”), and 

should be used for whatever purposes- 

and pleasures- a person wants.  The strict 

boundaries that God put on sex (one man 

and one woman, within the confines of a 

marriage) are being crossed... and double

-crossed... time and time again: all with 

the gleeful approval of our bedeviled 

culture.  This would include issues related 

to transgenderism, which- again- calls 

into question (and rejects) what God has 

said and done in His Word. 

But the rebellion against God’s Word- 

and what it has to say about our bodies- 

isn’t limited to only those things of a 

sexual nature.  Many in the world are also 

striving to deny the inherent worth of 

each human life.  Instead, they seek to 

“ration-out” value: giving protection and 

significance to only those lives that are 

perceived (by them) as being beneficial or 

“wanted”.   

That’s why abortion continues to remain 

legal (in many places, right up to the 

moment of birth)... and why infanticide 

(the “abortion” of a child after she is 

already born) is being shielded from 

government interference (ironically, by 

various forms of local, state and federal 

governments).  Although infanticide is 

illegal, it IS happening (over 40 known 

cases in the last couple years, including 3 

in MN)... and no one seems interested in 

trying to stop it.    

This devaluation of human life is also the 

root cause for why the elderly- and those 

with a variety of physical or mental 

challenges- are being systematically 

encouraged to consider ending their lives 

prematurely.  Or, in the case of the 

preborn- who are at risk of developing 

those challenges later in life- parents are 

discouraged from even allowing those 

lives to continue. 

My dear friends in Christ, it is my prayer 

for you that you will, indeed, give thanks 

to God for all the gifts and blessings that 

He has given to you in this body and life.  

But I also encourage you to consider 

responding to His gifts by seeking to 

protect the lives of others... and promote 

the message that each body- and each 

life- is sacred and precious to God.   

In the Old Testament, God’s people 

“blessed” Him by praising Him with both 

their words and their deeds.  I can think 

of no better way to thank God for His 

First Article gifts, than to help others 

recognize the greatness of those gifts, 

too.  You can do that as individuals: by 

supporting various life-affirming 

organizations with your time and talents.  

Or you can consider starting a Life-Team, 

and join with other “life-minded” 

Christians in your community: to fight 

back against this death-centric culture 

with the Good News of new and 

abundant life in Christ.   

May God bless you with all His marvelous 

gifts and give you unending reasons to 

always rejoice in Him.   
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HEALTHY CHURCH 

WORKERS 

Healthy Church Workers.com 

exists to help ministers and their 

spouses (if married) to live the 

abundant life Jesus promised in 

John 10:10. It does this by 

offering online assessments and 

online classes on a variety of 

subjects.  

SHEPHERD’S CANYON 

RETREAT 

Shepherd's Canyon Retreat 

offers seven carefully designed 

days of individual, couple, and 

group Christian counseling for 

church professionals and their 

spouses. Learn more by visiting 

the Shepherd’s Canyon WEBSITE. 

 

GRACE PLACE 

Grace Place Wellness is a 

preventive wellness ministry that 

seeks to positively impact the 

ministry of Christian 

congregations. Learn more by 

visiting their website: 

www.graceplacewellness.org.  

 

 

NEW AT LCMS.ORG 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod (LCMS) recently 

introduced a new, weekly series 

of devotions for church workers. 

As part of the Synod’s ongoing 

focus on worker wellness, the 

devotions take a holistic 

approach to wellness. Learn 

more HERE. 

More Church Worker Wellness Resources 

As a pastor there is always more to know in competently caring 

for souls in this increasingly chaotic world; and there is always a 

need to refresh. DOXOLOGY wants to help. 

For more than a decade, the DOXOLOGY Classic program has 

provided pastors with advanced training for the care of souls. 

DOXOLOGY delivers a comprehensive experience through a series 

of three conference retreats in peaceful settings spread over 12 to 

18 months. The Classic program combines lecture, discussion, 

mentoring, case study analysis, and individual consultation – all 

wrapped in rich corporate worship under the leadership of a pastor 

in residence. One of the retreat weekends includes lay leader 

training and the capstone retreat weekend includes the pastor’s 

wife. 

Please give serious consideration to joining us for one of the two 

training cycles that begin in 2020. Informative videos can be 

accessed here and here. 

Generous grants allow us to subsidize the substantial cost of this 

training experience making it available to you for less than half the 

actual cost. Also an early bird discount is available if you can 

register before December 1, 2019. Installment payments over up to 

two years are available; special financial plans may be arranged 

upon inquiry. 

Contact us if you have any questions about the program or funding. 

We want to make this happen for you. 

For additional information and to register, visit doxology.us. 

In Christ, 

Dr. Harold L. Senkbeil 

DOXOLOGY Executive Director for Spiritual Care 

Dr. Beverly K. Yahnke 

DOXOLOGY Executive Director for Christian Counsel 

Rev. David C. Fleming 

DOXOLOGY Associate Director for Spiritual Care 

2020 Classic Cycle Locations and Dates 

Nebraska beginning June 8-11. 

Texas beginning July 13-16. 

The DOXOLOGY Classic program has three retreats: the Gathering, 

the Encore, and the Grand Reunion. Pastors attend the Gathering 

alone for the foundation of the curriculum. At the Encore they are 

joined by some of their congregation's lay leaders. Finally, for the 

Grand Reunion, pastors and their wives attend the retreat to enjoy 

mutual learning and refreshment.  

WE WANT PASTORS TO BE THE BEST PASTORS THEY CAN BE.  

https://www.healthychurchworkers.com
https://www.shepherdscanyonretreat.org/
http://www.graceplacewellness.org
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/lcms-worker-wellness-unveils-online-devotions-for-church-workers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecAIlrDSEkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9w_-sQ-Qo4
http://doxology.us/
mailto:hsenkbeil@doxology.us
https://doxology.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46b3bdd188c45c5a0946f9db0&id=4853cb62f1&e=0118d9cb88
mailto:dfleming@doxology.us
https://www.doxology.us/events/2020-nebraska-classic/
https://www.doxology.us/events/2020-texas-classic/
https://doxology.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46b3bdd188c45c5a0946f9db0&id=ea8e8eacf7&e=c1a233eb07
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Concordia University,  

St. Paul 
 

April 4th, 2020 
 

This year’s topic:  

The Book of Judges 
 

To  learn more, visit the website: 

mnbiblebowl.org 
 

OR 
 

Contact Pastor Breitbarth: 

s.breitbarth@mchsi.com 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus,  

You are invited to join me (on my 24th 
tour), a native of Israel born in Nazareth, on 
a Journey to the Holy Land–Israel for an 
experience of a lifetime. We will depart 
from Chicago on August 24 and return on 
September 5, 2020...walk where Jesus 
walked, where every page of the Bible is 
seen in its original context alive...cruise the 
Sea of Galilee...climb the Mount of Olives 
and view the Old City of Jerusalem...visit 
Tabgha, the  scene of the Miracle of the 
Loaves and Fishes...see the Mount of 
Beatitudes, site of the Sermon on the 
Mount and where Jesus chose His Twelve 
Apostles...walk the Via Dolorosa (Road of 
Suffering) to the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher...stroll in the Garden of 
Gethsemane...visit Bethlehem and the 
Church of the Nativity and much more. 

During this 13-day tour, you will experience 
the sounds, smells and sights of two 
civilizations: the old and the new. You will 
stand at the crossroads of history and feel 
the vibrant influence of how this land 

shapes all other lands. 

We will do more than just visit sights. We 
will go off the beaten path and have 
personal and daily devotions. The Bible will 
be our map and guide. Experience the Holy 
Land… a place like no other. Please join me 
on this blessed adventure. 

The price is $4, 000.00 per person and 
includes:  

• air fare from Chicago to Tel Aviv and 
back to Chicago 

• hotel accommodations (for double 
occupancy)  

• tips  

• entry fees  

• all meals 

For further information contact: 

Pastor Nabil Nour 
46448 263rd St. 
Hartford, SD 57033 
605-526-3571 (Office) 
605-201-6998 (Cell) 
preachermanfootwasher@gmail.com 

https://www.mnbiblebowl.org
mailto:s.breitbarth@mchsi.com
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Once in a private counseling session with an 
addict, he said to me in tears, “I stole 
$12,000 from my parents and I would walk 
the streets to see which house I could break 
into and steal money or goods in order to 
buy my next fix. I am so broken. I am so bad. 
I don’t know if I can be helped; is it possi-
ble?” Can you imagine how that person’s 
parents and family members feel? Lies, steal-
ing, broken promises, sleepless nights, jail 
bonds, rehab, only to get out and return to 
addiction. Is there hope in the midst of ad-
dictions?  

According to Farm Bureau statistics, 75 per-
cent of the people living in rural communi-
ties have experienced the drug epidemic in 
some way. Families have a parent and/or 
child that is addicted, a relative who is ad-
dicted, work associates addicted, or have 
endured some form of crime because of the 
drug epidemic. Addictions affect the whole 
person spiritually, physically and mentally. It 
is important to understand all these ramifica-
tions in order to help and give hope to a per-
son walking in the midst of addictions.  

Spiritually, the addicted person is empty. The 
government paints addiction as a disease, 
but addiction is an idolatry, a misplaced lord-
ship issue. These idols (addictive substances) 
promise the world but enslave the addicted 
person to the grave. The addicted person 
may sacrifice anything and anybody to pur-
sue his addiction. Since we are born with 
original sin, sin in our nature drives us in the 
wrong direc-tion. Consequently, the addicted 
person may not attend church for the follow-
ing reasons: generally, pastors don’t know 
much about handling an addicted person; 
the addicted person may feel judged; he may 
feel that church is only for good people and 
he is bad; and he may believe he can’t be 
forgiven by God. In response to this, the 

Christian counselor or pastor can give hope 
in the message of the Gospel that God shows 
no favoritism. We all fall short of the glory of 
God, yet God in Christ Jesus forgives all sins, 
remembering them no more. If the addicted 
person is baptized, the pastor can direct him 
to God’s promises in Baptism. Then the pas-
tor can give guidance from Scripture on how 
to walk as a recovering child of God, with 
eyes fixed on Jesus. 

Understanding the addicted person  

Physically, addictions are very hard to over-
come. For instance, if alcohol is the sub-
stance of choice, its euphoric effect gives 
positive re-inforcement to the addict. The 
action is repeated, and the brain adapts to 
the constant overload of alcohol by releasing 
depressant chemicals. Consequently, it takes 
more and more alcohol to reach that eu-
phoric feeling. The person becomes depend-
ent upon the substance in order to manage 
life. When he wants to abstain, there is with-
drawal: shakes, sweating, nausea, panic 
attacks, etc. In order to overcome the with-
drawal symptoms, the addict drinks to feel 
better. Now the person is hooked on the 
negative reinforcement aspect of alcoholism. 

Similarly, a substance like meth acts as artifi-
cial dopamine. The artificial dopamine blocks 
the natural dopamine recep-tors in the re-
ceiving cells, thus flooding the synapse be-
tween the cells, causing the euphoric high. 
The brain shuts down the manufacture of 
normal dopamine because there is too 
much. Consequently, a meth addict will be 
awake for days, make er-ratic body motions, 
excessively lick lips with the tongue, etc. 
When the artificial dopamine has finally been 
absorbed by the body, the brain is still not 
producing an adequate supply of dopamine, 
so the meth addict crashes and sleeps for 

days. When he awakes, he feels terrible, like 
he has the flu. The hippocampus in the brain 
remembers feeling better with meth and the 
amygdala in the brain reminds him how good 
it felt. It’s not long until he is searching for 
more. Thus, the addiction and its cravings. 

Eyes fixed on Jesus  

How can a pastor give hope in the midst of 
these physical struggles? He can point out 
that Jesus gives abundant life through faith 
in Him, while the idol of addictive substances 
only leads to death. He can read passages 
from Scripture on freedom from slavery to 
sin and on the fruits of the Spirit which give 
peace, joy, self-control, patience and more. 
As the pastor helps to direct the addict’s life, 
it is important to keep running with endur-
ance, with eyes fixed on Jesus.  

Mentally, addicted people have low self-
esteem. They are guilt-ridden and carry with 
them false beliefs such as “I am always a 
failure,” “My relapse proves I will always be a 
failure,” etc. The pastor must help to ques-
tion this false belief by asking, “Are you al-
ways a failure?”, and then pointing out times 
and places where they have been successful. 
The pastor can direct the addicted person to 
read in Philippians where Paul tells us to 
think on what is good and admirable, pleas-
ant and true.  

Meth, opioids and heroin also create para-
noid thoughts. This is why meth addicts 
often scratch themselves. They feel as if bugs 
are crawling on them, so they scratch sores 
on their body and keep scratching. If the per-
son had tendencies toward mental diseases, 
those are magni-fied. As they become freed 
from addictive substances, some paranoia 
will dissi-pate. The pastor can reassure them 
from Scripture, pointing out how Jesus 
healed the demon-possessed man. Just so, 
God can heal their addictions.  

If the addicted person continues to run with 
endurance, his eyes fixed on Jesus, he can be 
victorious and see better days. I have seen it 
happen in recovering addicts who endured 
with eyes fixed on Jesus. All glory and praise 
is given to God in Christ. Praise the Lord. 

 

Contributed through the LCMS Rural & Small 
Town Mission monthly newsletter by the Rev. 
Gary Griffin, pastor of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Lockwood, Mo. 
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Project 24 is an initiative that was started between the 

LCMS Office of International Mission and the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Kenya. It  provides boarding facilities 

in Kenya that give vulnerable children the opportunity to 

successfully complete primary or secondary school while 

living at a site, a home away from home. Every pupil is offered daily 

opportunities for Scripture engagement, catechesis and worship. The goal 

is for him or her to grow in faith and celebrate Christ’s claim on his or her 

life in joyful recognition of God’s forgiveness worked by grace through 

faith. The boarding facilities provide several services such as adequate 

lodging, meals, school fees and related school expenses, medical care, an 

appropriate play area, adult oversight, scholastic tutoring, emotional 

support and spiritual care. On school holidays, children are expected to 

return to their families, extended families or clans to foster family 

connections and to help develop their ancestral identities. Read more in 

Britt’s newsletter HERE. Support for Project 24 to date is $111,434. Visit 

the Project 24 website HERE. Support for CCC: Kenya date is $17,366. Visit 

the CCC Kenya website HERE. 

Support for any of 
these missionaries 
can be sent to:   
Minnesota North 
District—LCMS, PO 
Box 604, Brainerd, 
MN 56401 —
earmarked for the 
specific mission or 
missionary. 

Rev. Dr. Daniel (son of 

sainted pastor Rev. 

Robert and Mrs. Phyllis 

Jastram) and Dr. Joan 

Jastram serve as  

missionaries in northern Asia. Pastor Jastram 

serves as a manager for theological 

education in Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan. He 

assists the regional director in mission 

planning as well as developing, coordinating, 

and supporting theological educational 

activities; makes periodic visits to seminaries 

in the region; and supervises theological 

educators throughout Asia.  Read the 

Jastram’s newsletter HERE. 

mission minutes 

The missionaries in Puerto Rico 

continue to evolve to meet the needs 

of this challenging mission field. A 

mission team from St. Matthews in 

Esko spent  the week in Mayaguez 

and Ponce. They shared music 

ministry, helped paint the church at 

Mayaguez, assisted with English 

classes and more. For more pictures 

and summaries, check out the St. Matthews Facebook page. Missionaries Rev. James 

and Christel at Ponce share that  the church there now has a WEBSITE.  They are also 

looking forward to Deaconess Intern Stephanie Wilde’s (Immanuel, Parkers Prairie) 

orientation. See other prayer requests and download their latest newsletter HERE. 

Follow James and Christel’s Facebook Page to keep up with all the exciting things 

happening in Puerto Rico.   

Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser are  

part of a partnership between Lutheran Bible 

Translators and the Ethiopian Evangelical 

Church. They ask for prayers for the 15 

students in the Bible translation program.  

Susan is a former 

member of Redeemer 

Lutheran Church in 

Willmar. Learn more  

HERE. 

Rev. James NS Kollie serves Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church and School in Cotton Tree, Liberia. In the photo 

above, school leaders are meeting with parents of 

students. Food for student meals is an immediate need 

at the school, your donations are greatly appreciated! 

Pastor Kollie is pursuing a Doctorate Degree at CTS, Fort 

Wayne, IN, with hopes of then teaching pastors in 

Liberia. Jamesetta Kollie, a 2019 CSP grad is teaching at 

Pacific Lutheran School in Gardena, CA. Gifty Kollie 

(deaconess student at CUC) and Diane (in high school at 

Concordia Academy, Roseville, MN) are also studying in 

the US with plans to return to Liberia to use their 

education. Funds collected and disbursed to date for the 

School: $131,092; for Pastor Kollie’s education: $51,670; 

for Jamesetta’s education: $9,733; and  for Gifty’s 

education: $14,643. Donations can be sent to: MN North 

District, PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN 56401. Please 

SPECIFICALLY designate your donation. 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7632c42424c67f7addaf5fed2/files/efdf9ce0-95d2-496f-bb2c-37714511e4cd/August_2019.01.pdf?utm_source=LCMS+-+OIM+-+P24CCCK&utm_campaign=f15bccab7e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_08_30_12_09&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_149c735589-f15bccab7e-
https://www.childrenwithnoone.org/
https://www.lcms.org/make-a-gift/christs-care-for-children-kenya
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91/files/d3e1c130-1b92-4e61-87bd-c81ce35ca805/2019_November_Newsletter_copy.pdf?utm_source=Jastrams+to+Japan+Newsletter&utm_campaign=d5dfccbcf7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_11_13_06_27&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0
https://www.facebook.com/St-Matthews-Lutheran-Church-53994902786/
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/files/2fa3d179-016b-4ce9-bc0f-024ad1c0ce74/08.2019.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/files/2fa3d179-016b-4ce9-bc0f-024ad1c0ce74/08.2019.pdf
https://www.fuentedevidapr.org/
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/files/130a0431-d5b8-484a-b5ef-2edee3fe690c/10.2019.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/sendjamesandchristel
https://lbt.org/project/jim-susan-kaiser/
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November 18-22, 2019 LCEF Leadership Conference, Houston, TX 
November 28-29, 2019 MN North District Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
 
December 8-9, 2019 MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
Dec 24-Jan 1, 2020  MN North District Office Closed for Christmas 
 
January 14, 2020  LWML Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
January 27-28, 2020 Circuit Visitors Conference, Lutheran Island Camp 
 
February 4, 2020  Pre-Retirement Workshop, District Office 
February 8, 2020  Disaster Response Informational Gathering, Zion, Brainerd 
February 16-17, 2020 MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
February 25, 2020  Ministerial Health Commission Meeting, District Office 
 
March 13-15, 2020  FORO—Puerto Rico 
 
April 4, 2019  State Bible Bowl, Concordia St. Paul 
April 17, 2020  Organist Workshop, Emmanuel, Barnum 
April 25, 2020  MN North District Technology Workshop, Location TBD 
April 26, 2020  Brainerd Circuit Convocation, Prince of Peace, Baxter 
 
May 3-4, 2020  MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
May 11-13, 2020  MN State Pastors Conference, Madden’s in Brainerd 
 
June 22-24, 2020  MN North District LWML Convention, Grand Rapids 
July 14, 2020  LWML Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
August 12, 2020  New Workers Orientation, District Office 
August 13, 2020  Retired Workers Luncheon, Brainerd 
August 31-1, 2020  Circuit Visitors Conference, District Office 

Calendar of Events - 2019 

Churches Celebrating Anniversaries 

January 26, 2020  150 years  St. John’s Lutheran Church, Weber 

October 11, 2020  100 years  Trinity, Isle 

 
 

Please contact the District Office if your congregation will be celebrating an Anniversary. 
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The Family of Rev. William Schultz who was called to glory in October. 
 

Mrs. Mary Weber, wife of Rev. Dr. Karl Weber (St. John, Ottertail & 

St. Paul, Richville), diagnosed with cancer. 

Rev. James Kollie (Good Shepherd, Cotton Tree, Liberia), dealing with 

high blood pressure. 

Rev. Mark Hesse (Grace, Sebeka & Nimrod, Nimrod), dealing with 

health issues. 

Rev. Dean Stolz (Zion, Crosby & Immanuel, Iron Hub) dealing with 

back issues. 

John Kutter, brother of Rev. Fred Kutter (Immanuel, Albany), 

beginning rehab after bypass surgery. 

Rev. Fred Kutter( Immanuel, Albany), dealing with continued health 

issues. 

Rev. Roger Krebs (Zion, North Effington), recovering after pacemaker 

surgery. 

Gary Bach (DCE at Trinity, New York Mills), undergoing cancer 

treatment. 

Rev. Scott Muehlberg (St. John, Height of Land), undergoing cancer 

treatment. 

Rev. John Bonk (Shepherd of the Lake, Two Harbors), recovering after 

bypass surgery. 

George Miller, dealing with severe back pain. 

Rev. Jim Meyer (cand. Thief River Falls), dealing with health issues. 

Mrs. Beverly Meyer, recovering from a broken ankle. 

Mrs. Delores Kading, dealing with skin cancer. 

Rev. David  & Jenny Schoessow (Christ, Superior, WI), both dealing 

with health issues. 

Rev. Norm Hanan, dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Ron Tibbets (em. Aitkin), who is recuperating. 

Rev. David Milz (St. John, Kimball), dealing with heart issues. 

Rev. Victor Dorn, (em., St. Cloud), dealing with health issues. 

Mrs. Jolene Wagner (St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Perham), dealing 

with a blood disorder. 

Rev. Paul Dare’s (Zion, Alexandria) father, diagnosed with cancer. 

The mother of Rev. Dennis McManus, facing a number of health 

issues. 

Mrs. Martha Buchholz (wife of sainted pastor Rev. Henry Buchholz), 

Richville, who is having health issues. 

Rev. Gunard Heikkila (em., New York Mills), who is recovering after 

surgery. 

Mary Langemo Hughes (daughter of Rev. Martin & Carol Langemo, 

Princeton), who is suffering from hyperacusis. 

Mrs. Melissa Martini-Tischer, wife of Rev. Steven Tischer (Zion, 

Princeton), diagnosed with sarcoidosis.  

Mrs. Phyllis Volkert (wife of Rev. Robert Volkert, em., Palisade), 

suffering with spine issues. 

David Rickbeil (brother of Rev. Blake Rickbeil, St. Paul, Bertha), who 

has been missing for several months. 
 

MN North District Seminary Students: 

LeAnn  Gregoire, Isle, Deaconess student at CTSFW 

Gino Marchetti II, Elk River, student at CTSFW 

Joshua Mork, Moorhead, student at CSL 

Josef Muench, Duluth, on vicarage in Capistrao Beach, CA 

Stafford Thompson, Brainerd, on vicarage in Howard Lake, MN 

Stephanie Wilde, Parkers Prairie, Deaconess student on internship in 

Puerto Rico 
 

Those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of our District 

family: 

Rev. Noah Rogness, serving a Special Assignment in Washington DC, 

US Army Reserve 

LT Geoffrey Gronewold, Active Duty Chaplain, US Army—North 

Carolina 

Chaplain Captain Vincent Bain—Active Duty Chaplain, Fort Campbell, 

KY  

Chaplain Lt. Aaron Bell, son-in-law of Pastor Tom and Mary Brinkley 

(St. Matthew, Esko) – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy Camp 

Pendleton 

Chaplain LCDR John Thomson – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy Guam 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth (em., Hibbing), LCMS endorsed Emergency 

Response Chaplain and Disaster Response Chaplain 

Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda Bonk —US Army 

MSgt Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Don & Connie Fondow, Park 

Rapids—US Army 

Ens. Michaela Biegner, granddaughter of Rev. Paul (em. Brainerd) and 

Joan Biegner,  Pensacola, FL Flight School 

Ensign Emily Geddes, granddaughter of Virginia Ansorge—US Navy 

Dennis Gerold, husband of DCO Abby Dawkins Gerold, US Air Force 

Timothy Milo, son of Rev. Frank & Sue Milo, —MN National Guard 

1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan Uhrinak, Crosslake, Air 

Force 

Sgt. Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & Bonnie Vrudny, 

Walker, with the Army Reserve Engineering unit in Mankato. 

Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene Wagner, Trinity, Deer 

Creek, National Guard 
 

Missionaries Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serving as career 

missionaries through the LCMS in northern Asia, based in 

Tokyo, Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and 

Mrs. Phyllis Jastram) 

Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser, serving with Lutheran Bible 

Translators in Ethiopia. 

In Our Prayers 



Call Update 
MN NORTH DISTRICT Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

CALLS ACCEPTED 

BACKUS, Emmanuel - Rev. Travis Lauterbach, Mesquite, NV accepted the Call. Installation 

on November 17th @ 3:00 p.m. 

FISHER/EUCLID, Trinity/St. Paul - Rev. Doug Thompson, Sierra Leone, West Africa 

accepted the Call. 

GRANITE FALLS, St. Paul - Rev. Jonathan Varns, Ely, MN accepted the Call. Installation on 

December 15th. 
 

CALLING CONGREGATIONS   

BARNESVILLE, St. John’s 

BELLINGHAM/CORRELL/ODESSA, Trinity/Grace/Trinity—Called Rev. Paul Weisenborn, 

Bunceton, MO. He declined the Call. 

BROWNS VALLEY/CLAIRE CITY, SD, Zion/Zion  (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Larry Johnson) 

Called Rev. Paul Weisenborn, Bunceton, MO. He declined the Call. 

ELY/BABBITT, First/Good Shepherd 

GRAND RAPIDS, First 

MOORHEAD, Our Redeemer (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. George Krueger & Rev. Adam Harvala) 

Called Rev. Robert Mrosko, Brookfield, WI.  

PEQUOT LAKES, Gloria Dei (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Mark Johnson) Called Rev. John 

Bennett, Vernon Center, MN. He declined the Call. 

SILVER BAY, Faith (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dean Rudloff) Called Rev. Thomas Christopher, 

Alexandria, SD. He declined the Call. 

ST. CLOUD/CLEAR LAKE, Faith/Trinity 

ST. CLOUD, Holy Cross (Senior Pastor) Called Rev. Chris Ascher, Sioux Falls, SD. 

VILLARD/GROVE LAKE, St. John/Trinity (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Bruce Fredrickson) Called 

Rev. John Meyer, Trimont, MN. He declined the Call. 

WOOD LAKE, St. Luke’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jack Baumgarn) Called Rev. David Tilney, 

Cloquet, MN. 
 

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 

Rev. Thomas Eaves to St. Peter, Hampshire, IL. He accepted the Call. 

Rev. Matthew Kohl to Epiphany, Tallahassee, FL 

Rev. Kirk Douglas to St. John, Brant, MI & Bethany, Charlevoix, MI 

Rev. George Morris II to Peace, Arlington, MN 
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Rev. Don Fondow, District President  don.fondow@mnnlcms.org  

Diana Ruopp, Admin. Ass’t     diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org 
 

Mission & Ministry Facilitators: 

Rev. Jeffrey Lee [MaCO]  jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 

Rev. Monte Meyer [PLaN]  monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org   
 

George Miller, LCEF/Office Manager     george.miller@mnnlcms.org   

Bookkeeper  -  Angie Ringstrom angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org  

LCEF        lcef@mnnlcms.org  

 

Church Worker Care Coordinator:  Rev. Paul Cloeter  

    paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 

 

Congregational Care Counselor: Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala  

    congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org  

 

Lutheran Witness Editor Rev. Philip Hoppe (320) 233-6138  

   the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  
  

Gift Planning Counselor: Mr. David Priebe   

   david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary:  Rev. Marty Mably, Elk River  

   pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  
 

District Treasurer:  Mr. Mike Uran  

   treasurer@mnnlcms.org    
 

Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

Rev. Ron Carnicom, Chairman (218/675-6532) constitution@mnnlcms.org 

Contact us: Mail:   PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604  e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org  

  Phone:   218/829-1781   800/482-5022   Minnesota North District website:  www.mnnlcms.org 

  Fax:  218/829-0037 
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