
WEEK 7 

Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old 
Testament.  It was written soon after Jerusalem 
was destroyed by the Babylonians.  When they 
attacked Jerusalem, the country of Edom 
(descendants of Esau, Jacob’s brother in 
Genesis 27) neither helped Jerusalem nor 
mourned for them.  In fact, they helped round 
up the people who escaped Jerusalem then 
looted the city.   
 
God wasn’t happy.  He was outraged!  Even 
though the people of Judah deserved their 
punishment they were receiving from God, He 
still found Edom’s pride and greed disgusting 
and disgraceful.  The Edomites thought the 
were safe because of their fortresses.  But 
within five years of Jerusalem’s fall, Babylon 
came back and took Edom into exile too.  With 
this in mind,  look up and highlight verse 15.   
 
These words were spoken to the nation of 
Edom, who didn’t help Judah when she was 
attacked and who looted her after she was 
conquered.  Judgment was coming for them.   
If we’re honest, these words burn in our hearts 
too.  We know we come up short in God’s eyes 
all throughout our lives.  Judgement is real - it 
happens.  Yet God’s mercy is also very real - 
purchased for us through His Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ.  Where you have fallen short with 
God, confess it to him, right now and trust that 
His mercy is more than enough for you.  Today 
is a NEW day for you.  Live in the freedom of 
God’s grace and forgiveness.   
 
Prayer - Father, nothing we do is hidden from 
Your eyes.  I need your grace to change my 

heart and mind.  Keep my eyes fixed on the 
power of Your forgiveness through the work of 
Your son Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

 

Jonah was a prophet who was sent to the city 
of Ninevah, the capital of Assyria, which was a 
wicked, cruel and powerful enemy of God’s 
people. God sent Jonah there to call them to 
repent of their sinful ways and turn to the lord.  
Jonah didn’t want to go there - he hated the 
Assyrians. Jonah didn’t want them to repent; 
he wanted them to go on sinning so that God 
would punish them.  Turn to chapter 3 and 
highlight verses 6-9.   
 
Would the Lord really want the wicked 
Assyrians to repent and come to faith in Him?  
Would he really send a prophet there to tell 
them so?  YES!!  God loved the Assyrians. In 
fact, He loves all the people of every nation on 
earth.  God, in mercy wants “all people to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth (1 Timothy 2:4) . Maybe we are reluctant 
to share God’s love with someone who we 
don’t like - someone who has been hurtful to 
us.  How might God work through us, to reach 
that person with the good news that God loves 
and forgives them.  Think about it - pray about 
it and see how God provides an opportunity!   
 
Prayer - Gracious Lord, you want all people to 
be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
truth.  Use me to let Your hope and forgiveness 
be known to someone I know.  Amen.   

 

Get out your Bible and highlighter. Use the daily reading guide to apply the Bible 

to your life by focusing on one book each day. Watch and see God’s Word at work! 

BRING IT HOME... 
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Micah’s message alternates between gloom 
and hope.  He spoke out about the the way his 
people were focused only on themselves and 
their needs, selfishly ignoring those around 
them in need.  But Micah also offered hope.  
God is just, but he’s also merciful and forgiving.  
He will forgive and rescue his repentant 
people.   
 
More than 700 years before Jesus was born, 
Micah foretold his coming, even adding a really 
interesting detail.  Look up and highlight 
chapter 5 verses 2-5a (the first part of the 
sentence).   
 
Did you see that?   The tiny village of 
Bethlehem.  700 YEARS before Jesus was born, 
the prophet Micah points to this little factoid.  
Then look at what he says about Jesus.  What 
are some of the comforting words Micah uses 
to describe the work of the Messiah, Jesus 
Christ?    
 
Now turn to chapter 7 verses 18-20 and 
highlight them in your Bible.   
 
Micah writes, “Who is a God like You?”  Some 
people say “all roads lead to heaven”.  But 
that’s a lie.  Jesus says “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father 
except through Me.” (John 14:6).  We have the 
truth - the truth is Jesus Christ.  From the 
verses you just highlighted, what aspect of 
God’s love impresses you the most?   
 
Prayer - Merciful Lord, Your forgiveness and 
peace is never, every single day of my life.  You 
are the Way, the Truth and the Life!  Amen.   

Nahum is a short book with one message: the 
dreaded Assyrian Empire is about to come to an end.  
Those who fear them - need not fear any longer.  
Remember that Jonah went to Assyria to tell them to 
repent?  They didn’t listen this time.  No one 
repented.  About 40 years after Nahum’s warning, 
judgment fell.  Ninevah was totally wiped off the 
earth.   

 
Nahum’s words brought comfort to the people of 
Judah, who lived in fear of Assyria.  Look up and 
highlight chapter 1, verses 7-8 and 15.   
 
While we don’t fear the Assyrians, we face plenty of 
other problems and challenges.  Some are minor, 
while others are huge.  What is the comfort God 
offers you in these verses from Micah?   
 
Prayer - Heavenly Father, You are so good to me.  
You forgive and restore me day after day.  Thank you 
for Your goodness and kindness.  Hold me close to 
You.  Amen.   

 

Habakkuk’s message in a nutshell is “hold on  
to the Lord, even when you don’t understand 
what He is up to.”  They were going through 
very rough times, and didn’t understand 
“why”?   God answers these questions in ways 
that they may not totally understand nor 
appreciate.  But He tells them to trust in Him - 
because He has their backs.   
 
Look up and highlight chapter 2:2-4.   
 
Do you ever wish you could ask God some hard 
questions, questions that really bother you?  
Habakkuk shows us that you can ask God 
anything.  He’s not afraid of our questions, but 
you may not like nor understand his answers.  
Even so, we can trust in Him, even though we 
may not always understand what’s going on.  Is 
there something in your life right now, you are 
facing, which you don’t really understand.  
Take some time right now - bring it to God in 
prayer.  Trust in Him, even though you may not 
always understand what’s going on.  Jesus is 
Your assurance that God always has your back.   
 
Prayer - Gracious Father, there are some things 
going on in my life that I don’t really 
understand.  I’m not sure why it happened nor 
how it will end.  But I trust in You.  Help me in 
my moments of doubt to keep my eyes fixed on 
the hope You sent me - Your son Jesus Christ, 
my Lord.  Amen.   
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