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On Sept. 8, nearly 300 people gathered at Lutheran Island 
Camp to hear about the Building New Bridges (BNB) campaign 
to raise over $11 million in the next three to four years. The 
participants included district pastors, donors, volunteers of 
Lutheran Island Camp and Christ Serve Ranch, and members of 
the BNB campaign cabinet.

The co-chairs of the BNB campaign are Rev. Kirk and Karen 
Lee of Parkers Prairie and Allen and JoNette Brogaard of 
Alexandria. They announced that God has already 
blessed the campaign with nearly $6 million com-
mitted from donors.

The campaign expects, under God’s blessing, to 
raise $4 million for capital construction projects, 
$3 million for annual support and programs, and 
$4 million for endowment and legacy gifts.

“SONshine Farm,” this sum-
mer’s VBS, was a huge success 
for Good Shepherd, Alexan-

dria. Good Shepherd had 128 children 
registered with an average of 106 young 
farmers attending each night. An 
average of 200 meals were served each 
night! The farm topics of planting, light, 
water, pruning and harvest were used 
to teach biblical concepts. The children 
learned about creation, Jesus being the 

Light of the World and the Living Water, 
God’s pruning of our lives, and the final 
harvest when God calls His people to 
Heaven. 

These young farmers had a blast singing 
praises to the Lord, making birdhous-
es, decorating and planting pots, and 
learning about the daily themes in the 

“SONshine Farm” Theatre. Members 
added a genuine farm atmosphere to the 
recreation time by sharing their farm 

animals, including rabbits, goats, chick-
ens, and even a Shetland pony! There 
was also a corn pit and sheller. 

The mission project was to support 
Heifer International (heifer.org), which 
distributes animals and education to 
families in need, helping them with 
self-sufficiency. Through the generosity 
of the young farmers at Good Shepherd 
and their families and congregation, the 
contribution was $1,306. 

Proposed construction projects include a multi-purpose 
building and RV park at Christ Serve Ranch. In addition, a new 
welcome center with a new kitchen and dining hall will link the 
existing chapel and retreat center.

Several new programs will also benefit from the campaign, 
including Christ Serve Academy, which teaches science from 
a biblical worldview, and the Equine College, which provides 
equine-assisted therapy.

Working with the Lutheran Legacy Foundation, the Lutheran 
Island Camp Foundation has established two en-
dowment funds that will grow to over $4 million 

as legacy gifts are provided. This will provide over 
$200,000 a year in annual support of the camp.

For information about this campaign or to  
donate, email info@islandcamp.org or call  

218-583-2905.

Farmers     
    in  
training

God is blessing BNB campaign!
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Students from St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School, Perham, recently spent 
time at Christ Serve Ranch, 
which provides students outdoor 
education to supplement what 
they receive in their class-
rooms. This trip also served as 
a team-building activity for the 
fifth- and sixth-grade class. 

There is always something 
going on at Christ Serve Ranch, 
a ministry of Lutheran Island 
Camp. The cooler weather does 
not mean a slowdown in exciting 
events. 

▶ The ranch will hold an apol-
ogetics workshop for middle 
school students Nov. 15-16. Val-
erie Locklair, author of the book 
“Called to Defend: An Apologet-
ics Handbook,” will facilitate this 
interactive workshop. Locklair 
is a fellow of the International 
Academy of Apologetics, Evan-
gelism, and Human Rights in 
Strasbourg, France. Her areas of 

interest include crafting apol-
ogetics for the next generation 
and connecting the defense of 
the faith to different branches of 
knowledge.

▶ An Advent by Candlelight 
event for women will be held in 
the Fireside Lounge with guest 
speaker Ross Olson helping 
guests ponder the glory of God 
that the “Heavens Declare.” This 
reflective evening will include 
desserts and warm drinks, prayer 
and song, and fellowship and the 
glow of firelight. If you would 
like to attend or are interested in 
becoming a table hostess, contact 
Stacy Lung at program@ 
christserveranch.org. 

▶ On Jan. 18, a sleigh ride will be 
followed by hot drinks, hor’de-
vores and an opportunity to cre-
ate with Art Bar 39. Participants 
will paint a piece called “Fire 
Moon.” This event will be held 
from 1 to 4 p.m.

St. Paul’s, 
Perham 
students 
enjoy time 
together 
in God’s 
creation.

Fun at Christ Serve Ranch

Earlier in the summer, Peace, Finlayson, held its new member 
coffee. This is an annual tradition hosted by Women of Peace, its 
LWML group. Cake was served.

Celebrated this year were Roland and Judy Henkel, Erick Nelson 
and Jay Larson, who joined Peace as new communicant members 
during the year; John Colsrud, Eric Fredrickson and Vanessa Mei-
er, who were youth confirmands; and Morgan Torgerson, Chris-
topher Nelson, Barrett Payne, Kristina Rother and her children, 
Maison, Hailey, Kailey, Emily and Dustin, who were received as 
baptized members. 

Correction: In the September issue, it was reported that the quilters 
at Peace completed 61 quilts this year. It should have read 261 quilts.

From left, Jay Larson, Jessica Torgerson with her daughter, 
Morgan, Judy and Roland Henkel, and Rev. Philip Hoppe.

Family grows at Peace

An outdoor service was held at St. John’s, Vergas, 
on Aug. 11 during the community’s Looney Daze 
Celebration. The guest preacher was Rev. Jeffrey 
Lee, Minnesota North District Mission and Ministry 
facilitator. The following Sunday, Asher Benjamin 
Wagner, son of Rev. Jacob and Elizabeth Wagner, 
was baptized in Christ Jesus. The last time a child of 
the St. John’s pastor was baptized was in February 
1929 — over 90 years ago — making it a grand 
reason for the congregation to celebrate.

Joy in 
Vergas
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Trinity, Carlos, celebrated its 50th anniversary on Sept. 8. Trinity was the result of two congregations, 
Bethany and Immanuel, both in Carlos, joining together in late 1968. (Bethany was a congregation of the 
American Lutheran Church.) Both of these congregations were established in the 1870s. The Trinity con-
gregation celebrated with a light lunch after services and enjoyed fellowship, which included viewing a 
slideshow of pictures. A booklet was created to tell the history of the two merging churches and how they 
came together, along with other information about Trinity. Up front is Rev. Mark Schwarz, Trinity pastor.

Trinity 
celebrates 
50 years

We all know someone 
who isn’t connected 
to Christ’s church and 
doesn’t believe in Jesus 
as their Savior.  

Someone you know 
needs peace and for-
giveness in their life. 
This is the peace that 
we have, right now, 
through our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.

Our Minnesota North District is and will be 
providing resources for congregations to help 
us all think about, pray for and talk to people 
facing a variety of life situations.  

At the beginning of each month, many of the 
district congregations are going to pray for 
someone you know who doesn’t go to church 
and isn’t a Christian. We are going to pray for 
an opportunity to share the life-giving Word 
about Jesus with them. 

For more information and to view videos 
intended to help you on this topic, go to  
mnnlcms.360unite.com/someone-you-know.  

You may also contact Monte Meyer, district 
Parish Life and Nurture Mission and Minis-
try facilitator, at monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org. 
He would love to help you think about how to 
share the Gospel with someone you know. 

The Trinity, Isle, LWML 
recently hosted its annual 
Bible study retreat at Camp 
Onomia. From left, (front 
row) Sharon Maunula, 
LeAnn Gregoire; (second 
row) Jennie Determan,Evi 
Moss; (back row) Karen 
Roeschlein, Maxine Harms, 
Jean Read, Donna Dobbe-
laire, Micki Tangen, Laura 
Frostad, Debbie Weeda, 
Carol Ann Sander and Linda 
Brunk.  

The one  
thing needful

On Sept. 15, the Sunday 
school class at St. John’s, 
rural Ada, packed 24 
backpacks with school 
supplies for the in-
gathering of the LWML 
Crookston Zone rally 
in October. From left, 
Evan Brandt, Carl Bitker, 
August Brandt, Aunna 
Bitker, Tyler Sip and 
Hannah Brandt.

Class has day of service

Need help talking 
about Christ?
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Marilyn Hiltel
LWML District President
president@lwmlmnn.org
320-387-2219

Servants fill backpacks
Members of Trinity Evening Guild, 
Trinity, Bemidji, are shown with 
backpacks purchased with a 
Thrivent Action Team grant. Each 
fall, the Guild solicits school sup-
plies from Trinity members, sorts 
them, fills the backpacks and gives 
them to teachers and paraprofes-
sionals from the congregation to 
use as needed in their classes.

“Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord God, 
‘when I will send a famine on the land—not a famine of 
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of 
the Lord.’ ” — Amos 8:11

How thankful we are for our Thanksgiving Day 
gathering and meal! It’s a good tradition of praise to 
the God who provides a harvest of plant and animal. 
What a sad year it would be if we were to experience 
a drought or flood leading to a famine and no meal 
of turkey and stuffing. 

Even worse would be a famine of the soul. Through 
Amos, God once threatened a frightening event: A 
famine of hearing the Word of God — the Word of 
Life. He said it would cause people to run around 
frantically seeking it, but not finding it. Is there a 
famine today of God’s Word? Not among us. How 
blessed we are! 

“But the Word is very near you … in your mouth 
and in your heart.” — Deut. 30:14

Yet there is plenty of spiritual starvation because too 
many — distracted by self and the world — are not 
seeking His Word; they are in a famine. We have 
Good News to share: To alleviate spiritual hunger 
that leads to death, the Father gave us His Word 
through the Spirit (written) and in the flesh of His 
Son. Jesus is the Life-giving Word and the Bread 
from heaven. His flesh was given on the cross so 
that we might not die in sin. His Spirit was sent to 
remind us of His Words of this new and eternal life 
of faith we have been given.

Give thanks to the Lord God for His many bless-
ings — especially for the continuing rich harvest of 
spiritual bread which is far more important than our 
traditional turkey and stuffing.

Rev. Matthew Vrudny • Park Region Pastoral Counselor

Spiritual hunger

The district annual LWML Retreat was held Aug. 9-11 at Lutheran  
Island Camp. There were 54 women in attendance, including 16 first-tim-
ers. The theme was Every One His Witness, which is also an LCMS evan-
gelism program that puts sound doctrine into practical action for sharing 
the faith with those in our everyday lives. Rev. Bruce Timm, Arrowhead 
Region pastoral counselor, was the program facilitator.

Participants were also able to enjoy pontoon rides, tours of Christ Serve 
Ranch, exercise, crafts and games, campfire singing with s’mores and 
fellowship with other LWML members. On Saturday evening, the vocal 
group Seams Like Swing provided entertainment, sharing vocal memo-
ries from the 1940s. The weekend concluded with worship and brunch 
on Sunday morning.

Mark your calendars for the 2020 LWML Retreat, which will be held 
Aug. 7-9. Come and enjoy Christian fellowship with your sisters (and 
brothers) in Christ!

Fun and fellowship at retreat


