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Mercy in
Puerto Rico
A group of 10 representing three Minnesota North Dis-
trict congregations traveled to Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, 
July 20-27 for a mission trip.

Kayla Bohnsack, Kelly and Kristen Gotfredson, Katie 
and Keith Schumann and DCO Peter Keyes are mem-
bers of Zion, Little Falls. Rebecca and Kevin Nemitz 
and Rev. Robin Collins are from Trinity, Staples. The 
youngest member of the team, Emma McFarland, 
attends Trinity, Sabin.

They flew together to San Juan, and then traveled to 
the other side of the island to reach Mayaguez. Their 
final destination was Principe de Paz (Prince of Peace) 
Lutheran Church in Mayaguez. Their hosts were Wil-
liam Torres and Rev. Arturo Gustavo and Ruth Maita, 
missionaries through LCMS Disaster Response. 

Rev. Anthony DiLiberto, Principe de Paz pastor, and 
Rev. James and Deaconess Christel Neuendorf, who 
serve at the Casa de Amparo y Respuesta al Desastre 
(CARD) mercy houses in Ponce also welcomed them.

As a team, they helped with 
community outreach, vacation 
Bible school for children at three 
community centers in Mayaguez, 
and with repairs and remodeling 
of the CARD ministry center in 
Mayaguez. Some team members 
worked on exterior landscaping 
and interior painting. Others 
removed an old, rusty roof and 
built a new roof over an existing 

Zion, Crown, recently celebrated 
Rachel Schutte’s 20th anniversary at 
Crown Christian School (CCS).

The congregation and school staff 
gives praise and thanks to their Lord 
Jesus Christ for the wonderful blessing 
He has given to them in Rachel as a 
teacher, principal and friend to her 
students.

Rachel was installed at CCS in 1999 
and taught first, second and third 

carport and outdoor meeting area. 
This will allow for groups to gather 
outside during the rainy season 
and give the ministry center more 
opportunities to serve the people 
in their community.

God blessed this group with the 
right people for the tasks that 
needed to be completed. They 
experienced true joy serving Him 
and the people of Puerto Rico.

Principal recognized for 20 years in Crown
grade that first year. She has been 
principal since 2009 and also serves 
as a kindergarten teacher. She directs 
the spring musicals and Christmas 
programs, and is an instrumental part 
of Zion’s vacation Bible school. Rachel 
is also very involved in Zion’s Sunday 
school program.

Zion rejoices with Rachel for her ser-
vice and looks forward to seeing God’s 
plans for her in the future.
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On Aug. 18, St. Mark’s, Benson, hosted a special event 
to try to provide better understanding of the trans-
gender movement. Guest speakers Emily Zinos and 

Beth Stelzer gave informational presentations about the 
issues surrounding trangenderism as well as its conse-
quences.

Zinos is the project coordinator of Ask Me First MN, an 
initiative of the Minnesota Family Council that provides 
education on transgender issues. She also contributed to 
the development of the Parent Resource Guide, a resource 
which prepares Minnesota parents to constructively en-
gage with their child’s public school on transgenderism.

During her portion of the presentation, Zinos showed an 
eye-opening video that showed just how far and danger-
ous the transgender trend has become. Children as young 
as two years old are being allowed to consider themselves 
a different gender than their sex at birth. Children as 
young as six years old are beginning various therapies and 
procedures to enable their transition to a different gender. 
Some of the chemical procedures, and all of the surgical 
procedures, are irreversible and will cause these children 
to be sterile for the rest of their lives.

Zinos also talked about the legal side, noting how in one 
county a child was able to begin transitioning to a differ-
ent gender with the help of his school — without the con-
sent or notification of his mother, who was told she had no 
rights in this matter because of her child’s “choice.” 

Zinos encouraged parents to find out what they can do 
to protect their children. She suggested partnering with 
their teachers to work together to do what is best for their 

children. She also called attention to 
a little-known state statute called the 
Opt-Out Law, which states that parents 
have the right to review and opt out of 
any and all of the curriculum they find 
objectionable.

Stelzer is an amateur powerlifter and 
the founder of Save Women’s Sports, an 
organization that seeks to preserve biolo-
gy-based eligibility standards for female 
sports. Stelzer’s presentation focused on 
concerns related to the future of women’s 
sports, which are increasingly becoming 
dominated by biological males. There 
are hundreds of examples of biological 
males defeating female athletes at the 
high school, collegiate and professional 
levels. Stelzer highlighted some of the 
more well-known examples, including 
her own disappointment at having her 
powerlifting competition turned into a 
transgender protest.

In addition to the effect that biological 
males are having on women’s sports, the 
privacy concerns of young women were 
also discussed. There are a number of 
states that allow boys self-identifying 
as females to use girls’ bathrooms and 
locker rooms. 

The attendees were allowed to ask ques-
tions. Most of the questions raised by the 
crowd of about 50 revolved around what 
parents and families can do. The answer 
they received was, “Get educated and get 
involved.” Building relationships with 
the school board and contacting state 
representatives were two practical steps 
suggested for action. While the church 
must show mercy to those trapped in the 
confusion of the transgender movement 
by speaking the truth in love, it also has 
an obligation to protect our neighbors 
from the dangerous and destructive lies 
at the center of this ideology.

If other congregations or organizations 
would like Zinos or Stelzer to give a 
presentation, they are available. Zinos 
can be reached at askmefirstmn@gmail.
com or 612-390-3734, and Stelzer can be 
contacted at abeth@savewomenssports.
com. 

Rev. Jason Wolter, St. Mark’s pastor and 
Minnesota North District Life coordina-
tor, helped organize the event.

Beth Stelzer of Save 
Women’s Sports 
gives her presenta-
tion on the effect 
biological males 
are having as they 
participate in female 
sports.

Parent Resource 
Guide, which helps 
parents better 
engage with their 
children’s school on 
transgender issues, 
is available at mfc.
org/ask-me-first-mn. 
Scroll down for the 
order link.

St. Mark’s members learn about  
transgender movement — and how to resist
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Share your news
Please submit anything of note in 
your congregation, announcements, 
special events or human interest 
stories that you or your organization 
would like published. Please send 

“FORGIVEN” was the vacation Bible school theme at Trinity, New York Mills, this summer. Sixty gift-
ed and willing adult and teen Christ-like servants from the congregation and community, along 
with six enthusiastic young adult staff from Lutheran Island Camp, led the way in preparing and 
carrying out this event. They thanked God for all the parents and the 103 children present. They 
rejoiced in their participating, singing, celebrating and growing in God’s free grace and forgiveness 
that is received because of Jesus.

All were reminded that such forgiveness is daily received from God and that God’s people are privi-
leged to communicate and share this Good News with others.

Rejoicing in 
Christ’s 
forgiveness

The Trinity, Isle, quilters concluded the season with 105 quilts made for Lu-
theran World Relief, hospice care centers, battered women’s shelters, benefit 
auctions, Trinity high school graduates and the newly baptized. The group 
meets from September through May. Pictured are, from left (front row) Mary 
Beth Montplaisir, Jennie Determan, Laura Determan; (back row) Irene Seefeldt, 
Edna Parent, Lila Vassar, Margaret Beam, Cindy Miranda, Laura Frostad, Joan 
Erickson, Debbie Weeda and Carol Ann Sander.

After serving for 29 years as Detroit Lakes 
Circuit counselor/visitor, Rev. Del Meyer 
has chosen to retire. He was recognized 
with gifts and words of appreciation during 
the circuit pastors summer picnic.

Through the years, in his efforts to get the 
attention of the pastors at monthly “winkel” 
meetings, Del would say, “Getting these 
guys’ attention is worse than trying to herd 
cats!” Thus, he was presented with a medal 
that said “World’s Greatest Herder of Cats.” 

Rev. Bruce Noennig, associate pastor of 
Zion, Detroit Lakes, has been appointed to 
serve as the Detroit Lakes Circuit visitor.

Cat herder?
Quilts stitched with love

submissions to the.lutheran. 
witness@mnnlcms.org.

You may also mail your submissions 
to Peace Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 60, 
Finlayson, MN 55735, attn. Rev. Philip 
Hoppe. Please ensure photos sent 
electronically are high resolution.
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Repentance
every day
On a summer trip to Arkansas, my wife and I listened 
to the book Martin Luther by Eric Metaxas. Metaxas 
pointed out that there are a lot of myths surrounding 
Luther. Did he really throw an inkwell at the wall when 
the devil was tempting him? Did he finally understand 
the Gospel one day while sitting on the toilet? Did he 
actually nail the 95 Theses to the door of the Castle 
Church in Wittenberg? We’re not absolutely sure.

We do know that Luther wrote the 95 Theses. Luther’s 
first thesis states:

“ When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, 
‘Repent’ (Matt. 4:17), he willed the entire life of 
believers to be one of repentance.” 

The danger of Luther’s day was the people thought a 
few certain actions (buying indulgences, worshiping 
relics, observing the Mass) would help their salvation. 
It was largely an outward action without any inward 
effect. The other danger was that Rome taught that 
you could never be certain of your salvation; hence you 
always had to keep on buying indulgences, worshiping 
relics and observing the Mass.

Repentance is not just a Sunday thing, or an occasional 
activity. It is an everyday, all-day way of life. Luther 
taught this in his Morning and Evening prayers. In the 
morning, we pray that God would “keep me this day 
from all evil.” In the evening we pray that God would 
“forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong.”

Until we die or the Lord returns, our sin will cling to 
us, but that doesn’t mean we cannot be certain of our 
salvation. Immediately before Jesus died on the cross, 
He declared, “It is finished” (John 19:30). He carried 
your sin to the cross. He suffered your hell. He paid 
the price of your redemption. It is finished. Your sin 
is forgiven. You will not suffer hell. You have been re-
deemed. All of that is as certain as Christ’s resurrection 
on the third day.

As we celebrate the Reformation this month, we do 
well to live our entire lives in repentance, confessing 
our sins and receiving forgiveness from Jesus through 
His Word preached and His sacraments given.

Rev. Bruce Timm
Arrowhead Region Pastoral Counselor

COUNSELOR’S 
CORNER

Scholarship recipients
For the last 55 years, the LWML Minnesota North District has been 
offering scholarships for those training for full-time church work. 
These scholarships are funded through generous mite giving. 

Ten scholarships have been awarded to the following recipients for 
the 2019-20 academic year:

Concordia Theological  
Seminary, Forth Wayne, Ind.
▶  Gino Marchetti, Emmanuel, 

Elk River, pastor (vicarage 
year 2018-19)

▶  Leann Gregoire, Trinity, Isle, 
Masters In Deaconess Studies 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
▶  Joshua Mork, Our Redeemer, 

Moorhead, pastor (vicarage 
year 2018-19)

Concordia University Chicago, 
River Forest, Ill.
▶  Michael Thomas, Immanuel, 

Parkers Prairie, Theological 
Languages/Pre-Seminary

▶  Jacob Frank, Mount Olive,  
Duluth, Pre-Seminary,  
Theological Languages

Concordia University, St. Paul
▶  Emily Safarik, Zion,  

Alexandria, teacher
▶  Cara Schmidtke, Immanuel, 

Walker, teacher (math)

▶  Madison Schellack, Trinity, 
Sabin, Christian Ministries, 
DCE

▶  Madison Patrow, Our  
Redeemer, Cohasset, DCE

Concordia University  
Wisconsin, Mequon, Wis.
▶  Travis Woltmann, Holy Cross, 

St. Cloud, Theology with DCM 
certificate

Scholarships are available to 
students who are members 
of an LCMS congregation and 
a resident in the Minnesota 
North District. Applicants must 
be preparing for full-time 
church work in the LCMS.

An application and informa-
tional flyer (for the 2020-21 
school year) are available for 
download at lwmlmnn.org 
under the “Resources” tab. The 
application deadline is May 15, 
2020.

Mission Grant 
applications
The application for mission 
grants to be voted on at the 
2020 LWML Minnesota North 
District convention is available 
for download at lwmlmnn.org. 
Under the “Resources” tab, se-
lect “Forms/Applications” from 
the drop-down menu.

The application must be post-
marked by Feb. 15, 2020.

For more information, contact 
Sue Zeige at missiongrants@
lwmlmnn.org or 218-301-0167.

Marilyn Hiltel
LWML District President
6850 Golden Spike Road
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
president@lwmlmnn.org
320-387-2219


