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Lewis Smedes, author of the book Forgive and 

Forget, wrote this about the persistent difficulty 

when there is damage to a relationship: “It is 

always personal, unfair, and deep.” There are 

many people today wandering around wounded. 

You might say that today relationship raggedness 

runs rampant because of real hurts. It can lodge 

in your life and not let you go. The pain, the 

bitterness; and yes, even the hatred, can take 

over your life consuming you with lingering 

sadness, constant thoughts of revenge, or empty 

hopelessness. How can one be freed from what 

seems to be a seemingly inevitable, impenetrable 

prison and slavery to woundedness? 

Smedes gave the answer in his book. It’s not easy 

to hear. It may not be fully understood but give 

this message a chance. He said: “When you feel 

this kind of three-dimensional pain, you have a 

wound that can only be healed by forgiving the 

one who wounded you” (p.5). 

God’s Word has something to say to us about 

this: “Then Peter came up and said to Jesus, 

‘Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother 

when he sins against me? As many as seven 

times?’ Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you 

seven times, but seventy-seven times” (Matthew 

18:21,22). 

In many areas of our daily lives we observe limits 

that have been set for us, or we set limits for 

ourselves and others. Whenever we drive, we are 

to observe a speed limit. When we hunt or fish, 

we are required to limit the number of fish or 

birds or other wild game we take. Concerned 

parents set a limit on bedtime for their children. 

Husbands and wives agree on the limits they will 

spend for recreation and entertainment, as well 

as for food and clothing.  

The Apostle Peter thought there was also to be a 

limit on forgiveness. He thought seven times 

must be the maximum to forgive a brother who 

had sinned against him. Peter might have thought 

this was actually too generous. 

The answer Jesus gave Peter was more than just 

setting a higher limit, multiplying it more than ten 

times. Jesus was telling Peter that even seventy-

seven times wasn’t enough. Peter was to be 

willing to forgive his brother again and again, no 

matter how many times his brother sinned 

against him.  

What if God treated us the way Peter wanted to 

treat his brother? God could set a limit on His 

forgiveness. He could give each of us seven 

chances, or seven hundred seventy-seven 

chances to be forgiven when we sin. But would 

this be sufficient? 

In his explanation of the Lord’s Prayer, Martin 

Luther teaches us to confess that “we daily sin 

much.” How long would it take for each of us to 

use up seven hundred seventy-seven times of 

God’s forgiveness? At the rate of being forgiven 

once a day, God’s forgiveness would be 

exhausted in a little over two years. Our only 

hope of salvation would be to be baptized and 

then die in infancy. 

God’s forgiveness has no such limit. His mercy is 

new every morning; His love is forever.  In Jesus 

God showed that there is no limit on His 

forgiveness. God says that the blood of Jesus 

takes away all sin. There is no limit that God has 

set for His mercy. In Jesus our Savior He forgives 

all sin. Thank God that there is no limit on His 

forgiveness. And just as God forgives all our sins 

for Jesus’ sake, so God wants us to keep on 

forgiving those who sin against us – because we 

are forgiven. 

There is an option to grudges, anger, resentment, 

and paralyzing pain. God gives us another way. 

God the Father sent His only Son to carry the pain 

and damage for you and for me. Instead of having 
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Around the District... 

Dear Christian Friends, 
 

“… creator of heaven and earth, of all things visible 

and invisible.” 
 

It will come as no surprise to anyone when I say that 

the pace of change in our society has been, and 

continues to be, dizzying! In fact, so many elements of our cultural 

foundation have been overturned or called into question that it has 

become tempting to withdraw from the cultural conversation / battle 

entirely . . . to stop even trying to understand what’s at the heart of it 

all . . . to stop investing effort in reigning in its many excesses. And for 

pastors especially, it’s tempting to pretend that we might be justified in 

our lack of engagement because “these changes don’t have a direct 

connection to the Christian Gospel, the proclamation of which is, after 

all, our primary calling.” But nothing could be further from the truth! 

Granted, today’s cultural radicals generally do not directly attack the 

person and work of Jesus (2nd Article) or the person and work of the 

Holy Spirit (3rd Article), but they most certainly do attack the person 

and work of God the Father, “creator of heaven and earth” (1st 

Article). And why do they do so? They do so because they know as we 

do that the 1st Article serves as the necessary foundation for and the 

logical precursor of the two Articles which follow. Which is to say, they 

choose this as their target because they understand that to the same 

degree they can entice a person to God’s creative powers, that person 

will also question His redeeming and sanctifying powers. 
 

And so we can understand why the radicals have been so militant, for 

example, in advocating the teaching of evolutionary theory in public 

schools and the popular media while studiously ignoring the 

accumulating mountain of scientific evidence which now confirms the 

complete inadequacy of mutation and natural selection to explain the 

living world as we know it. 
 

We can understand why, even in the face of natural law and millennia 

of lived human experience, the binary nature of human sexuality has 

been rejected along with the obvious complementarity of males and 

females. 
 

We can understand why, having rejected the role of parents as the 

primary authority in the life of their children, they now push the State 

to mandate a new and radical sex-ed curricula in public schools which 

would effectively prevent children from developing the stable self-

identity so essential to living a healthy and God-pleasing life. Indeed, 

taken as a whole, we understand why they are investing so heavily in a 

concerted effort to completely dismantle and redefine reality. 
 

Rev. Joel and Sarah 

Newton (St. Johns, 

Park Rapids) 

welcomed Norah 

Elizabeth Rose into 

their family on Friday, 

August 16, right on 

the date she was due. 

Mom, Dad and big 

brother George are adjusting to life with a newborn in 

the family. 

Building Faith in Youth 

Award 

On September 8, 2019 

Pastor Steve Benson of Zion 

Lutheran Church in 

Brainerd was presented 

with the Building Faith in 

Youth award given by the 

National Lutheran 

Association of Scouting.  

Congregational President, Randy Herrlick, shared these 

words: “...Today we celebrate our Pastor, Steve Benson. 

Pastor Benson has blessed the lives of countless children 

and families through the Bible training he offers through 

the P.R.A.Y. series… It is appropriate that we as a 

congregation recognize Pastor Steve’s work and 

encourage him in this ministry. The Minnesota North 

District of the Missouri Synod’s President, Pastor Donald 

Fondow embraces this award by the signing of his 

certificate. It is with great pleasure that we present 

Pastor Benson with the Building Faith in Youth Award.” 

Scoutmaster DJ Collins of T43B and Cubmaster Joe 

Johnson of P43 [sponsored by Trinity Lutheran Church of 

Brainerd, MN (ELCA)] along with Loren Meinke, (pictured 

with Pastor Steve above) National Lutheran Association 

of Scouting Board Director, went forward to assist with 

the congregation’s bestowing of the Building Faith in 

Youth Award to Pastor Steve. Pastor Steve was 

presented with the Building Faith in Youth ribbon and 

certificate. Both Johnson and Collins are recipients of the 

Servant of Youth Lutheran Religious Emblem. 
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So, what are we to do in the face of such radical and multifaceted 

cultural project? 
 

Well, first and foremost it is essential that we return to the Bible . . . 

return to that one source from which we receive reliable information 

both about ourselves as human beings, about the created world in 

which we live, and about the God who created that world and us. In 

short, we need to be serious about being ‘in the Word.” Both we and 

our children need to be proactive in divorcing ourselves from those 

elements of our culture (schools, media outlets, and social and 

political organizations) which seem so intent on contradicting the 

Scriptures, and in particular, fostering doubt in God’s creative power. 
 

Second, we need to be regular in our prayer and strategic in our 

teaching, regularly including petitions in our corporate worship 

which ask God to restrain these efforts to distort God’s good, created 

order and seizing opportunities in our preaching and teaching to 

point to the many evidences of God’s creative power. Take the time 

to familiarize yourself with the compelling new scientific evidence 

which now so effectively discredits the basic claim of classic 

Darwinism, namely, that mutation and natural selection have the 

capacity to imitate the effects of a creative mind. (A key resource you 

might use is the new book Darwin Devolves by Michael Behe.) 
 

And third, seek out reliable sources of news and commentary so that 

you can stay current with our swiftly changing cultural 

circumstances. To that end, allow me to recommend three sources 

I’ve found to be concise, timely and trustworthy:  

 

• The Colson Center. In particular, let me point you to 

their “Breakpoint Daily” offering. I’ve found it to be 

consistently accurate and insightful in dealing with the 

most pressing issues of the day from an orthodox 

Christian perspective. I highly recommend it! 

• The Family Research Council 

• The Minnesota Family Council 

 

Want to take more action? Consider attending the . . . 
 

Protect Kids Rally 

1:30 - 3:30 p.m., September 22 

At the Minnesota State Capitol 

More details – go to ProtectKidsRally.com 

This rally will focus on one particularly dangerous piece of legislation, 

MN HF 1414, which would mandate “Comprehensive Sex 

Education” (CSE) for every preK – 12 student in every MN school 

district. CSE is intended to normalize all forms of gender identity, 

teach about having sex outside of marriage, and encourage other 

harmful sexual behaviors.     
       

OR  
 

MN House (informal) Hearing on a proposal to legalize physician-

assisted suicide (PAS) 

1:00 p.m., September 11 

Room 200, State Office Building, St. Paul 

Anti-PAS attendees are asked to “wear red” 

For more details – go to the Minnesota Family Council – mfc.org 
 

May the Lord continue to bless your ministry to God’s people. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Rev. Fred Hinz 

LCMS Public Policy Advocate 

Minnesota South and North Districts 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

   Lutheran Island Camp and Christ Serve Ranch operate year round providing quality programs for all 
ages. This fall there will be a 2nd Annual Creation Conference in October, a Middle School event on 
Creation apologetics, and several events for adults. The adult programs include Quilting Retreats, Island 
Christmas Dinners, the annual Men’s Retreat and a spring Women’s Retreat. Throughout the winter 
there are many youth weekend events. Visit the camp’s website for more information and to register.   

Lutheran Island Camp will be having some exciting news in September. Be sure to watch for it. You can 
sign up for their e-news at the website or like their Facebook page.  

On July 23, 2019, the Resolution 5-09A was passed by the 67th Regular Convention of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

(LCMS).  This resolution reaffirmed the historic position of the LCMS regarding God's act of creation in six natural days.  In addition, the 

resolution instructs pastors to equip and teach members, especially youth, to understand and defend this Biblical witness to God's 

creative work.  The synod provides a number of resources including  Together with All Creatures: Caring for God’s Living Earth (2010) 

and All Things Hold Together in Christ: The Intersection of Science and Christian Theology (2015).   

For those interested in exploring further, an online learning community will begin on September 29, 2019, and continue on the last 

Thursday of each month.  Guest hosts will facilitate the conversation as we begin working through these synod resources.  Email Stacy 

Lung to sign up or get more information:  program@christserveranch.org .  

ProtectKidsRally.com
https://islandcamp.org/
mailto:program@christserveranch.org
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A Message from the MN North District Life Coordinator 
Rev. Jason Wolter, Benson, MN 

The quote, “The 
only thing 
necessary for the 
triumph of evil is 
for good men to 

do nothing”, has been falsely attributed to 
Edmund Burke.  In reality, no one knows 
where that exact phrase came from 
(although both Burke- and the philosopher 
John Stuart Mill- said things that were 
similar to it).  Another falsely attributed 
quote goes to the German pastor Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer.  He is supposed to have said, 
“Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: 
God will not hold us guiltless. Not to 
speak is to speak. Not to act is to act.”   

Although Pastor Bonhoeffer did not 
actually say that- with words- he did say it 
with his actions.  For those who are not 
familiar with Pastor Bonhoeffer: he was a 
Lutheran pastor in Nazi Germany; one of 
the few who were willing to publicly speak 
out against Adolph Hitler.  When it 
became obvious that his words were only 
endangering himself and those whom he 
loved (and not accomplishing anything), 
Pastor Bonhoeffer looked for another way 
to end the Nazi atrocities.  He participated 
in a plot to assassinate Hitler.  The attempt 
failed.   

Here’s a summary of what happened next, 
from the book, The Plot to Kill Hitler: 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Spy, Unlikely 
Hero: “It was April 5, 1943, and the 
Gestapo would arrive any minute. Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer had been expecting this day 
for a long time. He had put his papers in 
order—and left a few notes specifically for 
Hitler’s men to see. Two SS agents climbed 
the stairs and told the boyish-looking 
Bonhoeffer to come with them. He calmly 
said good-bye to his parents, put his Bible 
under his arm, and left. Upstairs there was 
proof, in his own handwriting, that this 
quiet young minister was part of a 
conspiracy to kill Adolf Hitler.” 

While in prison, Pastor Bonhoeffer wrote a 
number of important Christian writings, 

most notably: Life Together and The Cost 
of Discipleship.  But only days before the 
Americans liberated the Flossenburg Nazi 
concentration camp, Pastor Bonhoeffer 
was hanged.  Was he wrong for attempting 
to kill another human being... or did the 
ends justify the means?  I’ll let other 
philosophers and theologians debate that 
one.  What I want to discuss is this: are 
those quotes- regardless of who said them
- actually true?   

When it comes to political issues, 
Lutherans are- usually, for whatever 
reason- hesitant to get involved.  But if we 
agree with the quotes above: wouldn’t we 
also have to agree that we need to 
participate in the political realm- if, 
nothing else, by (at least) using our votes 
to oppose ungodly things (like abortion)?  I 
can’t (and won’t) speak for anyone else; 
but, for me, I cannot vote for anyone who 
views human life- at any stage or form of 
development- as expendable or 
disposable. 

With the way that the world is now going 
(willing to deny basic scientific truths in 
order to satisfy the demands of a vocal, 
ungodly minority), can Bible-believing 
Christians really afford to remain silent... 
and do nothing?  Maybe the problem is 
that many Christians don’t really 
understand how bad things have gotten.  
So, let me share something with you.  Are 
you familiar with the Fetal Heartbeat laws 
that are being proposed (and, thanks be to 
God, passed!) in some states?  Basically, 
those laws say that- when a fetus’ 
heartbeat can be detected- that child is 
alive and deserving of protection.  But 
here’s the part that may surprise you: 
opponents of those bills have decided to 
re-define what a “heartbeat” is (because it 
gives too much humanity and worth to the 
pre-born child).  They now have chosen to 
refer to those tiny heartbeats as, 
“embryonic pulses”. 

And if that wasn’t bad enough... recently it 
was revealed that over 143 children have 

been born alive in abortion clinics- and 
then left to die.  On one occasion, when 
the mother realized that she had given 
birth to a living child, she asked the 
workers in that clinic to call 911 and save 
her child.  They refused.  So the 22-week 
old child died in the arms of his sobbing 
mother.  I wish that these stories were 
rare- and getting rarer.  But they’re not.  In 
fact, the way our culture is going, there are 
going to be more and more of these 
tragedies... unless “good people” decide to 
do something.  But what can we do? 

First: pray!  Pray for mothers and 
distressed families, that God would 
provide them with the resources and 
support they need to give their children a 
safe and loving home.  Pray for the 
unborn, that they may live.  Pray for those 
who are committing abortions, that they 
may repent.  Pray for those who have had 
abortions, that they may know Christ’s 
love, forgiveness and peace.  Pray for our 
leaders, that they will have hearts that are 
willing to listen to the Natural Law that 
God has placed in each human heart.   

Obviously, you can choose a variety of 
other ways to get involved- beyond voting- 
if you should desire to do so.  But I would 
suggest that you also take time to get 
more information about Pro-Life issues.  
Find out more about the development of 
pre-born children... or how people with 
developmental differences are a blessing 
to everyone around them... or why 
physician-assisted suicide is dangerous and 
wrong... or any of the other “life” issues 
that you’re passionate about. 

To that end, I would like to invite everyone 
in the MN-North District to join me at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran church in Melrose, MN on 
Sunday, Oct. 6th.  At 6pm, I will be giving a 
presentation called, “Precious to God: 
From Beginning to End.”  If you want more 
information, please call Pastor David 
Mommens at 320-256-3847.  May God 
bless you as you strive to support, defend 
and love each and every life! 
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Cultivating Generosity: A DOXOLOGY Seminar 
The Rev. Dr. John W. Kleinig& The Rev. Dr. Scott Bruzek 

October 3, 2019 — Shepherd of the Grove Lutheran Church, Maple Grove, MN 

 
 

It happens just like everything else in the Christian life.  Jesus gives us his gifts, pulling us into his merciful orbit 

while pushing us out into the world to do some good. 

Congregations and pastors find some of these things – praying, coming to Church on Sunday, or being merciful – 

much easier to talk about than others. 

Unfortunately, tithing and almsgiving often fall to the very bottom of that list, which causes no end of trouble in the 

life of the Church and its witness to the world. 

Because Jesus talked about money more than almost anything else, let’s learn to do that too. 

Together let’s explore generosity that is both ordinary (tithing and alms) and extra-ordinary (capital campaigns) – 

in a way that is Christological, merciful, practical, thankful, joyful, and hopeful. 

The conversation, rooted solidly in key biblical texts, will include evaluation of available stewardship and capital 

campaign materials but will focus on practical and programmatic implementation in your parish. 

Schedule:  The seminar begins with 8:30 check-in and 9:00 a.m. morning prayer.  The seminar ends at 3:15 

p.m.  The full event schedule is here. Register here. 

Cost:  $45, includes registration, teaching materials and lunch 

Map: click here 

The Rev. Dr. Scott Bruzek is the 

Senior Pastor of St. John Lutheran 

Church, Wheaton, Illinois. He has 

received advanced degrees from 

Cambridge University and 

Princeton Seminary in systematic 

theology, with doctoral work on 

the Lord’s Supper. His interests lie 

in pastoral care, the incarnational 

life, teaching, and missions. 

The Rev. Dr. John W. Kleinig, Professor Emer-

itus at Luther Campus, Adelaide, Australia is 

renowned the world over as a scholar, pas-

tor, and an engaging and inspiring Bible 

teacher. His many published works include 

two Bible Commentaries in the Concordia 

Commentary Series, Leviticus (2003) 

and Hebrews (2017). His acclaimed 

book Grace Upon Grace (2008), equips peo-

ple for confident, joy-filled Christian living. 

Generosity Doesn’t Happen by Accident 

Register before September 22nd, 2019 

https://www.doxology.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/2019-Oct-MN-Kleinig-Seminar-Schedule.pdf
https://www.doxology.us/events/2019-oct-mn-kleinig-seminar/
http://www.sotg.org/directions
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As you consider options and make your 

elections for 2020, I wanted to remind 

you of changes that were made in 2019 

to the Concordia Health 

Plan (CHP)  extension for early retirees.   

The CHP early retiree extension is 

available to members who are age 55 or 

older with five years of continuous 

membership in the CHP immediately 

prior to initiating early retirement. The 

extension is offered for up to 120 months 

or until age 65, whichever comes first.   

Early retirees can choose from three 

health plan options: continuing on their 

most recent employer’s plan (subject to 

change annually based on the election of 

that employer), Healthy Me A or Healthy 

Me B. Early retirees will be offered an 

open enrollment period annually to 

coincide with that of their most recent 

employer. Rates for early retiree CHP 

extensions are now based on the ZIP 

code of the retiree’s most recent 

employer.   

I ask that you share this information with 

any workers who may be considering an 

early retiree CHP extension in the future. 

Thank you, and if you have any questions 

please contact me at 1-888-927-7526.   

Yours sincerely, 

Brad Peterson 

to live a life twisted and misshapen by 

emotional pain – a wronged life, God gives us 

a right life – one that is marked by His loving 

embrace, the forgiveness of our sins, and the 

capacity in Him to share His forgiveness and 

love with others – even those who have 

sinned against us. 

That doesn’t mean you take abuse or 

relinquish healthy boundaries. It simply 

means that you operate another way and 

you leave the ultimate issue to Jesus Himself 

who empowers you to embody the new way 

opened to you in Jesus Christ – in Him you 

can forgive, because God in Christ has 

already forgiven you too. In Jesus, you’ve 

been given another way to live, live it now 

and forever. 

May you be filled with peace and joy as you 

serve Jesus! 

President Don Fondow 
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The theme of the 2020 Pasadena 

Tournament of Rose Parade is The 

Power of Hope and the theme of the 

Lutheran Hour Ministries Float is 

Anchored in Jesus.  

The LHM Float Committee invites 

children to participate in our annual 

float coloring contest. Please complete 

all information on the coloring contest 

entry form. We regret that we cannot 

judge entries with incomplete 

information or return your beautiful 

colored entry forms. 

Please download the coloring page and 

get more information here: https://

cdn.givecloud.co/s/files/1/0000/0038/

files/epson213-1.pdf  

JOY:fully Lutheran  

Our Savior’s Lutheran School, Crookston, MN 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not 

quench the Spirit. Do not 

despise prophecies, but test everything; 

hold fast what is good. Abstain from every 

form of evil. Now may the God of peace 

himself sanctify you completely, and may 

your whole spirit and soul and body be kept 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will 

surely do it.” 

You may not find a more joyful atmosphere 

than that at one of our District’s Lutheran 

Schools! During our first weeks of school, the 

students joyfully came through our doors, 

eager to see their friends and teachers and 

to share, learn, and grow with each other. 

The mission-minded schools in our District 

welcome students from all faith backgrounds 

to enroll in our schools. Here both the 

churched and un-churched learn about God 

and His promises, Biblical truths, and 

Lutheran doctrine. They learn why being a 

Christian is joyful! 

We are blessed by everyone who shares 

their prayers and resources with us through 

the CROSS program. We encourage you to 

visit us if you are in the Crookston area. We 

would love to show you the joyful things that 

are happening at our school! 

An updated CROSS Appeal brochure can be 

downloaded at the District website. Please 

use it to share 

the 

opportunity 

to support our 

schools with 

members of 

your 

congregation. 

Find it HERE. 

Dear Friends in Minnesota North District, 

Linda and I plan to go back to East Africa to 

serve as LCMS volunteer agricultural 

missionaries again mid-January through 

mid-March of 2020.  We do not know yet 

which countries the mission will ask us to 

serve in.   

We are happy to have Mrs. Gwen Zagore 

join us for the first time as an agricultural 

volunteer.  She has a degree in natural 

resources and is the wife Rev. Robert 

Zagore who is head of LCMS National 

Missions.   

Dr. Ralph von Qualen who served in 

northern Ghana with LCMS World Missions 

full time prior to 1994 and has served with 

Linda and me as a volunteer in Liberia and 

Sierra Leone is returning to serve as an 

agricultural volunteer this winter 

also.  Ralph will teach with us during our 

first month in East Africa and Gwen plans to 

join us after that. 

We need to do fundraising to raise support 

for this ministry and are asking 

congregations to invite us to speak about 

the upcoming service.   

Travel and expenses will be funded under 

the same LCMS project #61007 

“Agricultural Consultancy for East Africa” 

that has funded the agricultural work since 

2010.  With thankfulness for your past help, 

we again ask for your strong support for 

this project, both financially and with your 

prayers.    

Checks should be made out to LCMS and 

designated to project # 61007 Agricultural 

Consultancy in East Africa.  Please send 

to:  Mission Central, 40718 Highway E 16, 

Mapleton, Iowa 51034-7105 

Please pray for the Lord’s protection and 

guidance as our ag team carries out its 

work and ask that we may be a blessing to 

the people we are serving. 

In Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Delano and Linda Meyer 

https://cdn.givecloud.co/s/files/1/0000/0038/files/epson213-1.pdf
https://cdn.givecloud.co/s/files/1/0000/0038/files/epson213-1.pdf
https://cdn.givecloud.co/s/files/1/0000/0038/files/epson213-1.pdf
http://www.mnnlcms.org/mn-north-schools


MN NORTH DISTRICT 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Intercom/E-News 

9 

The  Prayerfully Consider Visit (PCV) Is happening on 
campus from October 10–12. PCV is an opportunity for 
both college-aged prospects and those already in the work 
force to contemplate a future vocation as either a pastor 
or deaconess, and to experience life as a student at 
CTSFW. Attendees not only explore the campus and 
engage with current students and faculty, they immerse 
themselves in the scripturally-based and confessionally-
rich classes as well as join the community in the daily 
worship life at Kramer Chapel. 

As a vital part of the decision-making process, spouses and 
fiancés/fiancées are encouraged to join their partner. All 
participants—including spouses and fiancés/fiancées—
attend PCV for free, which includes room and board on 
campus. 

To view a sample schedule, learn more about the three-
day visit, or to register, go to www.ctsfw.edu/PCV. For any 
additional questions or concerns, contact the Admission 
Office at Admission@ctsfw.edu or (800) 481-2155. 

Know a future Seminary student?  

Encourage him or her to visit Concordia 

Seminary. 

Year after year, Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louis prepares leaders who are grounded in 

God's Word, ready to reach out beyond 

their comfort zone and commit to lifelong 

ministry. Encourage prospective students to 

see it for themselves.  

 

Contemplate (Oct. 3-5, 2019 and March 5-

7, 2020): Designed for college students and 

second-career men and women to learn 

about the preparation that leads to service 

as a pastor, missionary, chaplain or 

deaconess.   

 

Green & Gold Days (Nov. 15, 2019; Feb. 7, 

April 17, 2020): Held for men and women 

college age and older who are considering 

becoming pastors or deaconesses.  

 

Taste of the Sem (Feb. 15-17, 

2020): Provides the opportunity for high 

school men to dive into Lutheran theology, 

prayer and worship. 

 

Vocatio (June 20-25, 2020): This week-long 

retreat for high school men and women 

explores God’s calling and direction.  

 

Next Steps (July 10-11, 2020): Offers 

prospective students who are married and 

their immediate families an opportunity to 

connect with the Seminary community and 

gain a firsthand understanding of settling 

into life on campus. 

MN North District Salary Guidelines 

The Finance Committee has prepared the 2020 Salary 

Guidelines and they have been approved by the Board of 

Directors. You can find them at our website HERE.  

 The 2019 LCMS National Disaster Response Conference — “Joy:fully 

Lutheran in Midst of Disaster” — will be held from 8:30 a.m. Wednes-

day, Oct. 2, to 5 p.m. Friday, Oct. 4, at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. 

Attendees will hear practical ways to love and serve people whose lives 

have been ripped apart by catastrophe. 

Pastors, disaster coordinators and others who have experienced and 

responded to significant disasters in the past year will share best prac-

tices concerning mercy in the Church. 

REGISTER HERE 

https://my.ctsfw.edu/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ctsfw.edu%2fPCV&srcid=28584&srctid=1&erid=3612925&trid=30729c3f-92bd-49d5-9072-4acc32a40265
mailto:Admission@ctsfw.edu
http://www.mnnlcms.org/resources
https://calendar.lcms.org/event/2019-lcms-national-disaster-response-conference/
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MAIN STREET LIVING is a locally produced Sunday Morning TV program that includes a 30-minute 

worship service led by participating LCMS pastors from MN, ND and SD Districts, along with a 30 

minute remastered program called “This is the Life” from Lutheran Hour Ministries. The program is 

now broadcast throughout Minnesota with production happening in Fargo, Duluth and the Twin 

Cities.  Bulletin Announcements and program notes are now found in the Main Street Living 

Newsletter. For the latest edition, click on the logo on the MN North homepage HERE.  

Church multiplication trainings | September 23 - 27 

 
Save the date for the upcoming Power Week featuring three free core church 
multiplication training sessions offered by the Center for United States Missions. The 
following core trainings will be offered: Churches Planting Churches, Certified 
Trainer Training, and Church Planting Essentials. 
 
Download a poster for your church here.  

LCMS RURAL & SMALL TOWN MISSION NATIONAL CONFERENCE   

(registration closes September 15th for 2019, being held Nov. 14-16 in Minneapolis) 
here: www.lcms.org/rstm/conference       

Live workshop/conference (PDF download, PPTs, bulletin insert) 

Description: The National RSTM Conference is geared for anyone from all types of 
rural and small-town settings, providing training and resources aimed at helping rural 
and small-town congregations assess community needs and search for opportunities 
to engage their communities through acts of witness and mercy.  While there is no 
“one size fits all” solution, participants will be encouraged as they see new 
opportunities for engaging their communities and are filled with hope for the future. 
Fellowship with others who have also been placed in this unique mission field will be 
invaluable too! Continuing Education credits available through Concordia Theological 
Seminary. 

We’ve been told there will most likely not be a 2020 RSTM National Conference, so 
don’t miss 2019 and let it be known if you want this valuable resource back! 

Best Practices for Ministry is a free 

conference open to all with the goal 

of helping congregations most 

effectively use their God-given gifts. 

Participants pay only for lodging and 

transportation. Cornerstone Lutheran 

Church in Carmel, IN, will host the 

2019 BPM Heartland. Click here to 

learn more and register. 

This is a blog that shares what churches, 

schools, and ministries are doing that have 

been helpful, edifying, and good within their 

contexts. It includes details and thoughts 

that might give you ideas on what you can 

try on your own. 

Our goal is to provide ideas and 

encouragement so that you can feel 

empowered to try new things as we all 

strive to answer the call of the Great 

Commission of Matthew 28. 

VISIT THE WEBSITE 

http://www.mnnlcms.org/home
https://mnsdistrict.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b62e86201269bbd2aa204e5df&id=1b978bd890&e=ca49f0d524
https://mnsdistrict.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b62e86201269bbd2aa204e5df&id=d6364dd737&e=ca49f0d524
http://www.lcms.org/rstm/conference
https://mnsdistrict.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b62e86201269bbd2aa204e5df&id=d937e82083&e=ca49f0d524
https://mnsdistrict.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b62e86201269bbd2aa204e5df&id=e97baf5c57&e=ca49f0d524
https://mnsdistrict.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b62e86201269bbd2aa204e5df&id=e97baf5c57&e=ca49f0d524
https://www.bpideaacademy.org/
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Download the Newsletter HERE! 

Church Reflections 

Check the Mirror, Pastor — After Five 

Years, Your Church Looks Like You.” This 

was the headline of an article that caused 

me to stop and reflect. If it’s true that after 

five years the congregation I serve will look 

a lot like me, is that a good thing or a bad 

thing?  

If congregations begin to reflect their 

pastor over time, it might lead the pas-tor 

to think about what he should do to shape 

his congregation. The pastor will be 

tempted to think about how he can and 

should shape it: How can I make my con

gregation enthusiastic for evangelism? How 

can I make my congregation take the Word 

of God seriously and want to study it? How 

can I shape my congregation to make an 

impact in our community?  

But if those are the first questions the 

pastor asks, his focus is in the wrong place. 

When I first read that headline and the 

accompanying article, the reality that my 

congregation would reflect me as a pastor 

felt like a heavy burden to bear. Do I really 

want my congregation to look like … me? To 

paraphrase St. Paul, Do I really want my 

congregation to look like the chief of 

sinners?  

And yet, St. Paul also wrote in 1 Cor. 11:1, 

“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” How 

can Paul claim to be the chief of sinners and 

yet say, “be imitators of me”? How can a 

pastor do the same?  

In short, Paul wasn’t seeking to have the 

focus on him, but on Christ. He understood 

that the example he set would impact how 

those to whom he was ministering would 

see Christ. By speak-ing of himself as the 

chief of sinners and as the least of the 

apostles, Paul modeled the reality of the 

need for Christ and His forgiveness.  

Pastors follow Paul’s example not when 

they seek to hold themselves up as the 

perfect example to be imitated, but when 

they show the congregation that they too 

are sinners in need of Jesus. By spend-ing 

time in God’s Word on a daily basis, 

devoting time to prayer, forgiving and 

seeking forgiveness quickly, valuing and 

hungering for the Lord’s Supper, and be-ing 

honest about their weaknesses, pastors 

model the very things they want to see in 

the flock they serve.  

There’s much more to discuss concern-ing 

this topic, but I think it starts with pastors 

echoing the words of John the Baptist: “He 

must increase, but I must decrease” (John 

3:30).  

Contributed through the LCMS Rural & 
Small Town Mission monthly newsletter By 
Rev. Benjamin Meyer, Hope Lutheran 
Church, Sunbury, Ohio 

Workshop for MN North Churches 

In recent years the media has been 

drawing attention to sexual misconduct in 

churches.  The MN North District has 

Guidelines in place to investigate 

allegations of misconduct of a sexual 

nature by church professionals, 

unfortunately too many congregations in 

our District do not have a policy to 

investigate accusations of volunteer and/

or staff sexual misconduct.  When 

someone is victimized in a parish setting 

they commonly become angry at the 

Congregation, its leaders, the Pastor but 

too many times at God for this to happen.  

You are invited to a 3 hour workshop 

which will define sexual misconduct and 

share the important points to be included 

in writing a congregational policy.  This 

policy will help to protect the members of 

the congregation and also will lower 

financial liability. 

This workshop will be present by Rev. 

Steve Breitbarth.  Retired after 35 years of 

parish ministry, 38+ years as a trained 

advocate for Sexual Assault Program (with 

over 1,000 school presentations),MN 

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 

for 30+ years, 20+ years serving as a Police 

Chaplain, Firefighter Chaplain, Emergency 

Services Chaplain, Critical Incident Stress 

Management Facilitator, LCMS Endorsed 

Emergency Services & Disaster Response 

Chaplain, Diplomate Level Police, Fire & 

Ambulance Chaplain, Region 3 

International Conference of Police 

Chaplains (ICPC) Director, ICPC Certified 

Instructor, ICPC Disaster Response Team, 

Hibbing, MN 55746 

(218) 929-1110 (Cell)  

The Workshop will be on Saturday, 

October 26, 2-5 pm at Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Virginia. 

To help offset expenses the cost will be 

$5/person or $15/Congregation.  You may 

pre-register at s.breitbarth@mchsi.com. 

Minnesota State Bible Bowl 
Concordia University, St. Paul 

April 4th, 2020 
The Book of Judges 

Contact Pastor Breitbarth: s.breitbarth@mchsi.com 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/lcms-rural-small-town-mission-february-2019-newsletter/
mailto:s.breitbarth@mchsi.com
mailto:s.breitbarth@mchsi.com
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This last month we held our biannual Catechetical Club 

competition at our Project 24 site: Rongo. All 190 children 

came together once again to compete in drama, songs, and 

recitations. All of them did a wonderful job and their 

knowledge of the Bible and Small Catechism continues 

to grow. Project 24 Director, John Kissinger, visited the 

United States again in July to help promote our child 

sponsorship program, Christ’s Care for Children: 

Kenya. He attended the LCMS Youth Gathering in 

Minnesota as well as the LCMS National Convention in 

Florida. Read more in Britt’s 

newsletter HERE. Support for 

Project 24 to date is $111,434. Visit 

the Project 24 website HERE. 

Support for CCC: Kenya date is 

$17,366. Visit the CCC Kenya 

website HERE. 

Support for any of 
these missionaries 
can be sent to:   
Minnesota North 
District—LCMS, PO 
Box 604, Brainerd, 
MN 56401 —
earmarked for the 
specific mission or 
missionary. 

Rev. Dr. Daniel (son of 

sainted pastor Rev. 

Robert and Mrs. Phyllis 

Jastram) and Dr. Joan 

Jastram serve as  

missionaries in northern Asia. Pastor Jastram 

serves as a manager for theological 

education in Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan. He 

assists the regional director in mission 

planning as well as developing, coordinating, 

and supporting theological educational 

activities; makes periodic visits to seminaries 

in the region; and supervises theological 

educators throughout Asia.  Read the 

Jastram’s newsletter HERE. 

mission minutes 

The team in Puerto Rico continues to 

evolve to meet the needs of this 

challenging mission field. In the photo 

above Rev. Anthony DiLiberto 

introduces Mr. James Krey (far right), 

who is the new project manager for 

Puerto Rico. This vital position, vacant 

since February 2018, has been filled 

and the entire team gives thanks to God! Missionaries Rev. James and Christel at 

Ponce share that they are in the process of opening a new mercy center and the 

church there now has a WEBSITE.  A MN North mission team will travel to Puerto Rico 

this fall. To learn more about this opportunity, contact Rev. Jeff Lee at 

jeffery.lee@mnnlcms.org . The Puerto Rico FORO meeting is set to be held in Orlando 

at the FL/GA District Office October 10-14, 2019.  If you are interested in attending 

the FORO please contact Deaconess Christel at christel.neuendorf@lcms.org 

Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser are  

part of a partnership between Lutheran Bible 

Translators and the Ethiopian Evangelical 

Church. They ask for prayers for the 15 

students in the Bible translation program.  

Susan is a former 

member of Redeemer 

Lutheran Church in 

Willmar. Learn more  

HERE. 

Rev. James NS Kollie serves Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church and School in Cotton Tree, Liberia. He reports: 

“We are again over run this year with 108 new students. 

We are looking for uniform support. We are looking for 

$865 ($315 of this need is still unmet) to buy the cloth 

and have a tailor prepare them for the students.“ Pastor 

Kollie is pursuing a Doctorate Degree at CTS, Fort 

Wayne, IN, with hopes of then teaching pastors in 

Liberia. Jamesetta Kollie, a 2019 CSP grad is serving a 

teaching at Pacific Lutheran School in Gardena, CA. Gifty 

Kollie (deaconess student at CUC) and Diane (in high 

school at Concordia Academy, Roseville, MN) are also 

studying in the US with plans to return to Liberia to use 

their education. Funds collected and disbursed to date 

for the School: $130,960; for Pastor Kollie’s education: 

$51,670; for Jamesetta’s education: $9,564; and  for 

Gifty’s education: $14,310. Donations can be sent to: 

MN North District, PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN 56401. 

Please SPECIFICALLY designate your donation. 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7632c42424c67f7addaf5fed2/files/efdf9ce0-95d2-496f-bb2c-37714511e4cd/August_2019.01.pdf?utm_source=LCMS+-+OIM+-+P24CCCK&utm_campaign=f15bccab7e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_08_30_12_09&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_149c735589-f15bccab7e-
https://www.childrenwithnoone.org/
https://www.lcms.org/make-a-gift/christs-care-for-children-kenya
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91/files/89b6d83f-96e2-4df0-b53f-52495f7dbaa7/September_2019_Jastram_Newsletter1.pdf?utm_source=Jastrams+to+Japan+Newsletter&utm_campaign=1e16b3b6e1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_09_09_07&utm_medium=email&utm_t
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/files/2fa3d179-016b-4ce9-bc0f-024ad1c0ce74/08.2019.pdf
https://www.fuentedevidapr.org/
mailto:jeffery.lee@mnnlcms.org?subject=Puerto%20Rico%20Mission%20Trip
mailto:jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org?subject=Puerto%20Rico%20Mission%20Trip
mailto:christel.neuendorf@lcms.org
https://lbt.org/project/jim-susan-kaiser/
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September 22-23, 2019 MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
September 26-28, 2019 Church Worker Wives Retreat, Lutheran Island Camp 
September 28, 2019 LWML “Follow My Lead” Event, St. John’s, Madison 
 
October 5, 2019  LWML “Follow My Lead” Event, Zion, Alexandria 
October 7, 2019  Ministerial Health Commission Meeting, District Office 
October 8, 2019  LWML MN North District Board Meeting, District Office 
October 12, 2019  LWML “Follow My Lead” Event, Holy Cross, St. Cloud 
October 12, 2019  MN North Schools Spelling Bee 
October 10-14, 2019 Puerto Rico FORO in Orlando, FL 
October 26, 2019  Workshop—Sexual Misconduct Policies, Trinity, Virginia 
October 28, 2019  CPS Open Enrollment Begins 
 
November 14-16, 2019 Rural & Small Town Ministry Conference, Minneapolis 
November 18-22, 2019 LCEF Leadership Conference, Houston, TX 
November 28-29, 2019 MN North District Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
 
December 1-2, 2019 MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
Dec24-Jan 1, 2020  MN North District Office Closed for Christmas 
 
January 27-28, 2020 Circuit Visitors Conference, Lutheran Island Camp 
 
February 4, 2020  Pre-Retirement Workshop, District Office 
February 9-10, 2020 MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
 
April 4, 2019  State Bible Bowl, Concordia St. Paul 
 
May 3-4, 2020  MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
May 11-13, 2020  MN State Pastors Conference, Madden’s in Brainerd 

Calendar of Events - 2019 

Churches Celebrating Anniversaries 

January 26, 2020  150 years  St. John’s Lutheran Church, Weber 

October 11, 2020  100 years  Trinity, Isle 

 
 

Please contact the District Office if your congregation will be celebrating an Anniversary. 
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Rev. Joel and  Sarah Newton and family at the birth of a baby girl, Norah 

Elizabeth Rose, on August 16, 2019. 

The Family of Rev. Norman Steinke, who served in MN North in the 

1970s and 1980s who passed away September 5, 2019. 

Bev Olsen (former MN North District Administrative Assistant) and her 

family at the passing of her mother, Marian Flatau, on August 27, 

2019. 

Rev. Kevin Robson (LCMS Chief Mission Officer), and family at the 

recent passing of his mother. 

 

Rev. Dean Stolz (Zion, Crosby & Immanuel, Iron Hub) dealing with back 

issues and his son, diagnosed with cancer. 

John Kutter, brother of Rev. Fred Kutter (Immanuel, Albany), beginning 

rehab after bypass surgery. 

Rev. Fred Kutter( Immanuel, Albany), dealing with continued health 

issues. 

Rev. Roger Krebs (Zion, North Effington), recovering after pacemaker 

surgery. 

Gary Bach (DCE at Trinity, New York Mills), undergoing cancer 

treatment. 

Rev. Scott Muehlberg (St. John, Height of Land), undergoing cancer 

treatment. 

Rev. John Bonk (Shepherd of the Lake, Two Harbors), recovering after 

bypass surgery. 

George Miller, dealing with severe back pain. 

Rev. Jim Meyer (cand. Thief River Falls), undergoing tests. 

Mrs. Beverly Meyer, recovering from a broken ankle. 

Rev. Mark Johnson (em. Baxter), recovering. 

Mrs. Delores Kading, dealing with skin cancer. 

Rev. David  & Jenny Schoessow (Christ, Superior, WI), both dealing with 

health issues. 

Rev. Norm Hanan, dealing with health issues. 

Rev. Ron Tibbets (em. Aitkin), who is recuperating. 

Rev. David Milz (St. John, Kimball), dealing with heart issues. 

Rev. Larry Cain (em., Cromwell), recovering after back surgery. 

Rev. Victor Dorn, (em., St. Cloud), dealing with health issues. 

Mrs. Jolene Wagner (St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Perham), dealing with a 

blood disorder. 

Mrs. Sandy Lewis (mother of Rev. Daniel Lewis ( Joy, Cambridge) who is 

dealing with a serious health issue. 

Rev. Paul Dare’s (Zion, Alexandria) father, diagnosed with cancer. 

The mother of Rev. Dennis McManus, facing a number of health issues. 

Mrs. Martha Buchholz (wife of sainted pastor Rev. Henry Buchholz), 

Richville, who is having health issues. 

Rev. Gunard Heikkila (em., New York Mills), who is recovering from 

surgery. 

Mary Langemo Hughes (daughter of Rev. Martin & Carol Langemo, 

Princeton), who is suffering from hyperacusis. 

Mrs. Melissa Martini-Tischer, wife of Rev. Steven Tischer (Zion, 

Princeton), diagnosed with sarcoidosis.  

Mrs. Phyllis Volkert (wife of Rev. Robert Volkert, em., Palisade), 

suffering with spine issues. 

David Rickbeil (brother of Rev. Blake Rickbeil, St. Paul, Bertha), who has 

been missing for several months. 

 

MN North District Seminary Students: 

LeAnn  Gregoire, Isle, Deaconess student at CTSFW 

Gino Marchetti II, Elk River, student at CTSFW 

Joshua Mork, Moorhead, student at CSL 

Josef Muench, Duluth, on vicarage in Capistrao Beach, CA 

Stafford Thompson, Brainerd, on vicarage in Howard Lake, MN 

Stephanie Wilde, Parkers Prairie, Deaconess student on internship in 

Puerto Rico 

 

Those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of our District 

family: 

Rev. Noah Rogness, serving a Special Assignment in Washington DC, US 

Army Reserve 

LT Geoffrey Gronewold, Active Duty Chaplain, US Army—North Carolina 

Chaplain Captain Vincent Bain—Active Duty Chaplain, Fort Campbell, KY  

Chaplain Lt. Aaron Bell, son-in-law of Pastor Tom and Mary Brinkley (St. 

Matthew, Esko) – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy Camp Pendleton 

Chaplain LCDR John Thomson – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy Guam 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth (em., Hibbing), LCMS endorsed Emergency 

Response Chaplain and Disaster Response Chaplain 

Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda Bonk —US Army 

MSgt Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Don & Connie Fondow, Park 

Rapids—US Army 

Ens. Michaela Biegner, granddaughter of Rev. Paul (em. Brainerd) and 

Joan Biegner,  Pensacola, FL Flight School 

Ensign Emily Geddes, granddaughter of Virginia Ansorge—US Navy 

Dennis Gerold, husband of DCO Abby Dawkins Gerold, US Air Force 

Timothy Milo, son of Rev. Frank & Sue Milo, —MN National Guard 

1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan Uhrinak, Crosslake, Air 

Force 

Sgt. Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & Bonnie Vrudny, Walker, 

with the Army Reserve Engineering unit in Mankato. 

Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene Wagner, Trinity, Deer Creek, 

National Guard 

 

Missionaries Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serving as career 

missionaries through the LCMS in northern Asia, based in Tokyo, 

Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and Mrs. 

Phyllis Jastram) 

Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser, serving with Lutheran Bible 

Translators in Ethiopia. 

In Our Prayers 



Call Update 
MN NORTH DISTRICT Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

CALLS ACCEPTED 

FAIR HAVEN, Concordia - Rev. David Buchs, Wheaton, IL accepted the Call. Installation on 

October 19th at 3:00 pm. 

FISHER/EUCLID, Trinity/St. Paul - Rev. Doug Thompson, Sierra Leone, West Africa 

accepted the Call. 

 

CALLING CONGREGATIONS   

BACKUS, Emmanuel (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Frank Milo)  Called Rev. Michael Diener, Holt’s 

Summit, MO. He declined the Call. Called Rev. Travis Lauterbach, Mesquite, NV 

BELLINGHAM/CORRELL/ODESSA, Trinity/Grace/Trinity 

BROWNS VALLEY/CLAIRE CITY, SD, Zion/Zion  (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Larry Johnson)  

GRANITE FALLS, St. Paul (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Don Polege) Called Sam Beltz, 

Oskaloosa, IA. He Declined the Call. 

MOORHEAD, Our Redeemer (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. George Krueger & Rev. Adam Harvala)  

PEQUOT LAKES, Gloria Dei (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Mark Johnson) Called Rev. Paul 

Rieger, Faribault, MN. He declined the Call. 

SILVER BAY, Faith (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dean Rudloff)  

ST. CLOUD, Holy Cross (Senior Pastor) 

VILLARD/GROVE LAKE, St. John/Trinity (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Bruce Fredrickson) 

WOOD LAKE, St. Luke’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jack Baumgarn)  

 

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 

Rev. Steven Benson to Grace Lutheran Church, Mastic Beach, NY. He declined the Call. 

Rev. Kevin Richter to Trinity, Ironwood, MI 

 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CHANGES 

DCE Ruth Woltmann has received a Call to Faith Lutheran Church, Branson, MO 
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Rev. Don Fondow, District President  don.fondow@mnnlcms.org  

Diana Ruopp, Admin. Ass’t     diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org 
 

Mission & Ministry Facilitators: 

Rev. Jeffrey Lee [MaCO]  jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 

Rev. Monte Meyer [PLaN]  monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org   
 

George Miller, LCEF/Office Manager     george.miller@mnnlcms.org   

Bookkeeper  -  Angie Ringstrom angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org  

LCEF        lcef@mnnlcms.org  

 

Church Worker Care Coordinator:  Rev. Paul Cloeter  

    paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 

 

Congregational Care Counselor: Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala  

    congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org  

 

Lutheran Witness Editor Rev. Philip Hoppe (320) 233-6138  

   the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  
  

Gift Planning Counselor: Mr. David Priebe   

   david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary:  Rev. Marty Mably, Elk River  

   pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  
 

District Treasurer:  Mr. Mike Uran  

   treasurer@mnnlcms.org    
 

Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

Rev. Ron Carnicom, Chairman (218/675-6532) constitution@mnnlcms.org 

Contact us: Mail:   PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604  e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org  

  Phone:   218/829-1781   800/482-5022   Minnesota North District website:  www.mnnlcms.org 

  Fax:  218/829-0037 
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