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On April 27, Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Fergus Falls, celebrated the burning of 

the mortgage on its current house of wor-
ship. The mortgage of more than $2 million 
was incurred in 2004 to complete construc-
tion of the second phase of the facility. 

The congregation rejoiced in God’s great 
and abundant blessing that it took only 15 
years to retire the mortgage. 

Since its founding in 1873, Trinity has built 
and paid for six houses of worship, its first 
a simple cabin in the woods to the present 
beautiful building on West Cavour.

Over the last 146 years, Trinity has been 
blessed with 25 faithful pastors who have 
served and sustained a thriving congre-
gation and many faithful members who 
have been willing and able to pay for the 
building and support their church.

In May, Redeemer, Wilmar, pre-
school students visited Bethesda 
and Copperleaf nursing homes. 

The children sang for and spent 
time with the residents. They 
always enjoy teaching the 
residents a new song along with 
singing a few old favorites. 

The children then gave each 
resident a May Day gift. This year, 
they made fingerprint magnets 
with an Easter/New Creation 
theme. How wonderful it is when 
young and old can rejoice in 
Jesus together.

Mortgage free
Trinity, Fergus falls is

Preschoolers bring joy!

Jo Klaassen receives a gift 
from her granddaughter, 
Gwen.
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After a three-year hiatus, Peace, Finlayson, held its annual 
Smelt Fry on May 10. About 400 people were served a meal 
of fried smelt, potato salad, coleslaw, bread, bars and cook-
ies. There were also hot dogs available for those who are not 
fans of smelt. The event had been canceled because smelt 
was either not readily available or too expensive.

The Men of Peace group led the project, but the congrega-
tion joined in to help with the event. Smelt were cleaned for 
days in advance and then fried up for all the guests. 

This event has become a tradition not just for the congrega-
tion, but for the many who come to the area for the opening 
day of fishing. Many remember traveling to Duluth or other 
areas to go smelting with their family. Both food and mem-
ories are served up for the many guests.

A newly renovated kitchen with better ventilation made the 
preparation much more enjoyable for those working in the 
kitchen. Bibles and other resources were offered to those 
who attended this event as well.

Smelt fry 
returns 
to Peace

Rich Mensing, left, and Ed Barnick fried the smelt for many guests.

Trinity, Staples, recent-
ly welcomed new mem-
bers. With Rev. Robin 
Collins, from left, Ryan 
and Angela Rengstorf, 
Bob and Roxane Lind-
berg, Kallie Van Der 
Venter and Katie and 
Kevin Pelawa.

Family grows 
in Staples

From left, (front row) Layla Chavez, Jenna Bryant, Hailey Anderson; (middle row) Josh Peter-
son, Arin Zimpel, Libby Dangers, Bailey Geist; (back row) Rev. Mark Maunula, Rowan Tramm 
and LeAnn Gregoire.

Trinity, Isle, received eight new 
communicant members recently 
through the rite of Confirmation. 

LeAnn Gregoire, a Trinity member, 
is the circuit youth worker complet-
ing her deaconess studies, and she 
served as a confirmation teacher. 
She presented a personalized Lu-
theran Book of Prayer to each new 
member. It was a gift from LWML 
and was inscribed with the confir-
mation verse of each recipient.

Confirmation at 
Trinity, Isle
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Share your news

Pastors from the Minnesota North 
and South districts gathered May 
13-15 at Madden’s on Gull Lake for 

the Minnesota State Pastors Conference. 

Rev. Jeff Evans of the Minnesota Family 
Council spoke about the organization’s 
efforts to pray with our civil leaders, as 
Scripture encourages us to do. Evans 
organizes pastor visitations — including 
those for several of our LCMS pastors 
— with legislators of all political parties 
at the Capitol in St. Paul. The pastors 
ask the legislators for prayer requests 
and use these meetings as opportunities 
to share the Gospel. Evans said the re-
sponse has been overwhelmingly positive 
since the legislators are not accustomed 
to constituents offering something with-
out expecting something in return.  

Rev. Jonathan Lange, who serves as 
pastor of St. Paul’s, Kemmerer, and Our 
Saviour, Evanston, Wyo., and writes for 
The Federalist, addressed the pastors 
about recent infringements upon reli-

We are always in need of more sub-
missions for the Minnesota North Dis-
trict insert of The Lutheran Witness. 

Please submit anything of note in 
your congregation, announcements, 
special events or human interest 
stories that you or your organization 
would like published. Please send 
submissions to the.lutheran. 
witness@mnnlcms.org.

You may also mail your submissions 
to Peace Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 60, 
Finlayson, MN 55735, attn. Rev. Philip 
Hoppe. Please ensure photos sent 
electronically are high resolution.

gious liberties in our country. He drew 
particular attention to legislation called 
the Equality Act going through the U.S. 
Congress. He warned that it could be 
a significant blow to religious freedom 
if passed. He also encouraged pastors 
to not be afraid to speak in the public 
square, always with an eye to bringing 
the Gospel of Jesus to light. 

LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew 
Harrison gave an update about various 
items that the Synod is working on. He 
also answered questions.

Rev. Brady Finnern, pastor of Messi-
ah, Sartell, served as the conference 
chaplain and led devotions. Pastors and 
other guests were also blessed to gather 
for Divine Service at Zion, Brainerd. 
Rev. Steve Benson, Zion pastor, led the 
liturgy and Harrison preached.

Pastors also held separate meetings to 
hear about specific items of interest to 
their district, and to conduct necessary 
business.

Religious liberty issues 
discussed at conference

Rev. Jeff Evans Rev. Jonathan Lange Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison

100 years in Plummer
Redeemer Lutheran Church,  
Plummer, will hold its 100th anni-
versary celebration on Aug. 18. The 
special service will begin at 10 a.m., 
followed by a meal at City Hall. 

All members and past members and 
their families are welcome. For more 
information, call 218-465-4327.

CALL DAY
Three seminary students 
were called or placed in 
the Minnesota North 
District at Call Day 
services, held this spring 
at Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne 
(CTSFW), Ind., and 
Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis (CSL). 

CTSFW: From left, Donna and Jeffrey Kyler, who was 
called as pastor of Mount Olive, Bovey, and Grace En-
glish, Marble; Fondow; and Eli Voigt, who was called as 
pastor of Trinity, Bemidji, and Redeemer, Bagley.

CSL: Scott Brown (right) was placed as vicar at 
Ebenezer, Alexandria, and St. James, Parkers 
Prairie. He is pictured with his wife, Tamara, and 
Rev. Dr. Don Fondow, district president.
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Better rewards

With those in her yoga class, an LWML 
member liked to speak of her faith and 
church. One woman scoffed: “The trouble 
with you is that you think you’re better than 
the rest of us.” “Not better,” she replied, “just 
better off.” 

How true! The person who has come to 
God through faith in Christ is far better off 
than the one who has no Lord and Sav-
ior. With a thankful heart, when you lead 
a Christian life, deal honestly with your 
neighbors, live at peace with others and, by 
the help of the Holy Spirit, obey the laws of 
God and man, you are much better off than 
the person who cannot let go of past hurts, 
does not have a reliable guide for today and 
doesn’t have God’s promise for the future.

The rewards of the Christian faith are not 
just on the other side of the grave. We have 
many rewards in the present life, although 
they are sometimes hard to measure. Those 
rewards include peace, contentment, love, 
joy, a daily relationship with the very Son 
of God and the full assurance of ultimate 
victory. All of these will certainly result in 
less stress, anger, grudges and even sorrow. 

We pray that our witness to others will 
show the great value of biblical godliness, 
not for our own credit but to the praise of 
Christ Jesus and His invitation to others for 
the same blessings in their life! Indeed, the 
believer in Christ is “better off” — both in 
this world and the next!

Rev. Matthew Vrudny
Park Region Pastoral Counselor

“ Godliness is of value 
in every way, as 
it holds promise 
for the present 
life and also for 
the life to come.” 1 Tim. 4:8

Plans are underway for the LWML Minnesota North District Convention, to be 
held June 22-24, 2020 at the Timberlake Lodge Hotel and Event Center in Grand 
Rapids. 

The convention theme, “Drawn to the Cross,” is based on Joshua 1:9b:
“ Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, 
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

The keynote speaker will be Rev. Dr. Brent Smith, who serves as mission develop-
ment counselor for Mission Central in Mapleton, Iowa. 

More information will be provided as we get closer to 2020. Plan now to attend. 
If you are a part of the Arrowhead I Region (Iron Range, Kettle River and Lake 
Superior zones), you will have the added pleasure of volunteering to help with all 
of the duties that are needed to hold a convention.

Prayer Service
In March, St. John’s Lu-
theran Church, rural Ada, 
hosted the 2019 LWML 
Prayer Service. LWML 
groups were invited to par-
ticipate in the service and 
breakfast. There were 22 
ladies and spouses in at-
tendance. The service was 
a wonderful reminder of 
the importance of prayer 
in our Christian life.

Fellowship 
in Mobile
At the 38th Biennial 
Convention of the LWML 
in Mobile, Ala., in June, 
the district banners were 
displayed in the Jubilee 
Junction Exhibit Hall, as 
was the LWML store and 
many mission exhibitors. 

From left, Miranda Garman 
and Daylin Paulson, district 
Young Woman Representa-
tives, are pictured with Mar-
ilyn Hiltel, LWML district 
president. The banner was 
designed and created by 
Pat Sakrismo of Twin Valley.

Assembly of Leaders workshops
The schedule for the Assembly of Leaders 
workshops this fall is:
▶  Lakeland II, Sept. 28 at St. John’s, Madison

▶  Lakeland I, Oct. 5 at Zion, Alexandria

▶  Arrowhead II, Oct. 12 at Holy Cross, St. 
Cloud

Workshops begin at 9 a.m. with registration. 

For more information, contact Kathy Brandt, 
Leader Development chairman, at  
leaderdevelopment@lwmlmnn.org or  
218-784-4772.

Plan now to attend 2020 convention


