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MISSION STATEMENT: “The Minnesota North District exists to further the Great Commission 

(Matthew 28:19-20) and to assist congregations as Great Commission Churches.” 

  

  

Sunday, February 10, 4:00 p.m. 

 

1. DEVOTIONS/BIBLE STUDY       Rev. K. Lee 
 

Rev. K. Lee led the Board in a devotion based off of the propers for the 7th Sunday after the 

Epiphany (attached). The Board read through the Old Testament Reading (Genesis 45:3-15). The 

Board sang “Where Charity and Love Prevail” (LSB 845). Rev. Lee spoke about seeing Christ in 

the Old Testament, particularly here through the events of Joseph’s life. The Board talked about 

events and actions in his life that pointed to Christ, his life and ministry. In the end, whether it 

was Joseph or us, through the events and plan for Jesus’ life, God is in control. The Board 

continued with Responsive Prayer 1 (LSB, pg. 282ff). The Board closed by singing the 

Doxology. 

 

 

2. ROLL CALL/MINUTES       Rev. M. Mably 

 

a. ROLL CALL 
i. Members Present: President Fondow; Vice Presidents Finnern, Lee and Weber; 

Secretary Mably; Treasurer Uran; Lay Members Gilbertson, Kading, Meyer, 

Moldenhauer, and Rydberg; Advisory Members Miller, Revs. J. Lee and M. 

Meyer. 

ii. Members Absent: Lay Member Browning.  

 

b. MINUTES – Board of Directors Meeting – Sunday, December 2 - Monday, 

December 3, 2018 (attached) 
i. MOVED and SECONDED: Approve the minutes of the December 2-3, 2018, 

Board of Directors meeting. 

ii. ACTION:  Motion carried. 

 

 

  



3. YEAR-END FINANCIAL REPORT/TREASURER’S REPORT         Mr. M. Uran 

 

a. Mr. Uran shared the “Receipts from Congregations” report, dated 1/15/2019 (attached). 

He noted 2018 ended with receiving less than the commitments that had been made by 

the District congregations, which has not happened in recent years. There was discussion 

regarding giving trends within congregations. 

 

b. Mr. Uran presented the “Financial Statement,” dated 01/15/2019 (attached) together. This 

is, essentially, the end of the year statement. Just under $61,000 from temporary 

restricted funds were needed to balance the 2018 budget. 

 

c. Mr. Uran presented the “Investment Report,” dated 1/15/2019 (attached). He noted the 

minimal market exposure of the District’s assets. 

 

d. MOVED and SECONDED Accept the Financial Statements as presented. 

e. ACTION:  Motion carried. 

 

f. Mr Uran presented for approval the members of the 2019 Finance Committee.  

i. Rev. Finnern 

ii. Rev. Kirk Lee 

iii. Ray Moldenhauer 

iv. MOVED and SECONDED - Accept the Finance Committee as presented. 

v. ACTION:  Motion carried. 

 

g. Mr. Uran informed the Board that the sale of the St. Cloud property was completed in the 

amount of $300,000. After the city and county assessments, the District deposited 

$177,307. 

 

h. Mr. Uran brought to the Board a letter for engagement from a local auditing company, 

which is the same company that the District has used in recent years. The cost is $7,300 

for 2019 and $7,500 for 2020.  

i. MOVED and SECONDED - Engage with the audit company as presented. 

ii. ACTION:  Motion carried. 

 

i. Mr. Uran reviewed updated information regarding the Concordia Plan Services 

Compensation Guidelines tool. 

 

 

4. ESTABLISH 2019 DISTRICT BUDGET      Mr. G. Miller 
 

Mr. Miller presented and reviewed the proposed 2019 District Budget and an update of the 

Temporary Restricted Funds ending 1.15.19. (attached) As proposed the 2019 budget shows a 

projected shortfall of $144,149. The shortfall will be balanced using eight different Temporary 

Restricted Funds. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

BREAK – Fondow called for a recess and led a prayer for a meal prepared by Angie Ringstrom. --

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



a. MOVED and SECONDED (Monday, February 11) Accept the 2019 District Budget as 

proposed, including the shortfall and plan to balance it as presented. 

b. ACTION:  Motion carried. 

 

 

5. OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT       Mr. G. Miller 
 

Mr. Miller confirmed the Board’s decision to send delegates to the 2019 Synodical Convention 

in Tampa, Florida, a day early and increasing the congregational assessment accordingly for the 

lodging costs to $2.71 per communicant membership. 

 

 

5. GIFT PLANNING REPORT        Mr. G. Miller 

 

Mr. Miller spoke regarding the Estate of Evelyn Burk that was bequeathed to the LCMS and the 

MN North District. The estate is in probate. 

 

 

6. LCEF                                                                                                        Mr. G. Miller 

 

a. Status Report 
i. Mr. Miller shared the 7.1.18 to 12.30.18 LCEF Financial Report (attached). 

ii. Mr. Miller shared the February 2019 LCEF Investment Interest Rates & Loan 

Interest (attached). 

iii. Mr. Miller presented the results on the 40-month note at 4% campaign. (attached) 

 

b. Mr. Miller presented one loan for approval. 

i. Redeemer, St. Cloud - $450,000 

ii. MOVED and SECONDED: Approve the loan as presented. 

iii. ACTION:  Motion carried. 

 

 

7. DIVISION OF PARISH LIFE and Nurture [PLaN]   Rev. M. Meyer 

 

Rev. Meyer went through PLaN notes that were distributed before the Board meeting. 

 

a. He spoke regarding efforts to address church worker burnout/compassion fatigue. He 

presented a one-page summary (attached). 

b. He shared the plans for the June 8th Technology Conference at Good Shepherd in 

Alexandria. Issues that will be covered are church web design, social media content, and 

worship/music/technology. 

c. Regarding campus ministry, Rev. Meyer updated his efforts in encouraging campus 

ministry. It was the consensus of the Board that Rev. Meyer reassess the campus ministry 

efforts in the District to ensure that we are sharing the Gospel of Christ with as many 

people as possible.  

d. The District is looking at assiting Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in starting a pre-

school in the Brainerd/Baxter area. 

e. He also shared a document, “The Urgency of the Mission.” (attached) 

 



RECESS:  
 

President Fondow told the story of Adam Bloom, who took part in an experiment of being in total 

darkness for 48 hours. In the end he began to hallucinate and even lose his own identity. This is much 

like humanity when we turn away from God. Yet, God sent his Son, our light, into our darkness, who 

entered through the cross and the utter darkness of hell. He rose to bring light to us, our world.  

 

The Board concluded by singing “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” LSB 338. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Monday, February 11, 8:30 a.m. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RECONVENE:   

 

President Fondow welcomed Rev. Max Phillips, from Lutheran Family Services of Iowa.  

 

President Fondow led those in attendance in the morning devotion, LSB Responsive Prayer 2, page 285. 

He led everyone in a responsive reading of Psalm 93. Rev. Fondow read Luke 5:1-11. Those in 

attendance sang “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake LSB 688, verses 1-4. President Fondow shared 

the old German adage, “Expect the worst and you won’t be disappointed.” Reflecting on the account of 

Peter, after a disappointing night of fishing and Jesus, who had asked Peter to put down the nets, he 

noted that by faith, Peter responded, “Nevertheless, at Your word...”. President Fondow encouraged 

everyone to let that be their motto. Peter, a sinner, needed Jesus and followed Him. Jesus loves us, 

forgives us, restores us, keeps us and encourages us that we, like Peter, will be fishers of men. Jesus 

continues to cast out His net and bring more into the holy ark of the Christian Church. It is a good day 

for fishing, Pres. Fondow shared, “Tell everyone what He has done and live by the Word of the Lord.” 

Pres. Fondow led the group with the remainder of Responsive Prayer 2. Devotions concluded with 

singing verse 5 of “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake LSB 688. 

 

 

10. PRESENTATION ON LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES OF IOWA   Rev. Max Phillips 

 

Lutheran Family Services has been around since 1901. Their motto is “We walk with people who 

are experiencing hard times and are there for them just as God has been there for us.” Unlike 

many hospitals, nursing homes, other service agencies that have been assumed into larger 

companies and government agencies, Lutheran Family Services remains Lutheran, accepting no 

government funding. The agency still works to place orphans, based on Biblical ideals, as well as 

provide pregnancy, marriage and mental health counseling, working with individuals, 

congregations, church workers, and communities.  

 

He distributed a copy of their 2018 Annual Report.  

 

There was discussion about the possibility and process of Lutheran Family Services beginning 

work in the District. 

 

 

 



11. LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP REPORT      Rev. K. Lee 

 

a. Rev. Lee distributed materials from LIC, including the 2019 brochure, Men’s retreat, 

Polar Plunge weekend, and more (attached). 

b. He also highlighted a number of items from the Lutheran Island Camp Report (attached). 

c. Rev. Lee shared that the joint LIC Board of Directors and Minnesota North District 

Board of Directors Committee waiting to meet until David Priebe returns. 

 

 

12. Division of Mission and Congregational Outreach [MaCO] Report  Rev. J. Lee 

 

Rev. J. Lee reviewed the minutes from the January 7, 2019 MaCO meeting. (attached) 

 

a. He noted the members of the Division and spoke regarding parish nurse ministry and the 

ministry at Breezy Point Chapel. 

b. Speaking of EveryOne His Witness, Rev. Lee noted the upcoming training sessions in the 

District and also that he is encouraging congregations to use a modified versions for 

ministry to inactives.  

c. He also updated the Board regarding Stewardship efforts in the District, particularly 

Doxology, resources through the Synod and Consecrated Stewards. 

d. Rev. Lee spoke about the work planned for 2019 in Puerto Rico, especially two 

scheduled trips. He also talked about possible church planting efforts in West Duluth, 

Alexandria, Isanti, Longville and St. Cloud. 

 

 

13. CONSTITUTIONS TO BE ACTED UPON    Rev. M. Mably 

 

One Constitution and set of Bylaws have been recommended for approval to the Board by the 

Committee on Congregational Constitutions and District Membership (Rev. Carnicorn, 

chairman): Zion Lutheran Church, Mora, MN 

 

The board had the following questions and concerns. 

a. On page 5, 12.1 and 12.2, please clarify wording regarding changing amendments. (After 

conversation with Rev. Carnicom, it is noted that this wording comes from the Synod.) 

b. On page 7, 15.6 and 15.8, how is it decided which entity will appoint committee 

members? Is there an order? 

c. On page 9, Board of Elders, clarification is requested between points 1 and 12. 

d. On page 11, why is only the Board of Christian Education required to submit an annual 

budget? 

e. MOVED and SECONDED: Approve Constitution and Bylaws for Zion Lutheran 

Church, Mora, MN, upon satisfactory resolution between Rev. Carnicom and the 

congregation to the questions raised by the Board.  

f. ACTION:  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

14. PRESIDENT’S REPORT                                         Rev. D. Fondow 

 



a. Rev. Fondow began talking about the a church in the District recently voting to leave the 

Synod and two congregations voting to join the Synod and District.  

b. He updated the Board on the rostered church workers in the District, Congregations in the 

calling process, and more. 

c. He also spoke regarding current statistics for the District and Synod. 

d. Rev. Fondow updated the board on the Bring It Home initiative, campus ministry efforts 

in the District, school ministries and the Cross Appeal. 

e. From Rev. Fred Hinz, Rev. Fondow spoke regarding two bills before the state legislature, 

bill HF12/SF83 (Protection from Conversion Therapy Bill).  There will be hearing on the 

bill on Wednesday, February 12. 

f. He encouraged the Board to visit www.northerncrossingsmercy.org, a Lutheran Mercy 

Blog from North Dakota and Northern Minnesota. 

g. The Sower’s Fund has over $20,000 in the account. 

h. Rev. Fondow updated the Board on mission efforts.  

 

President Fondow highlighted the following upcoming events 

a. EveryOne His Witness Workshops 

i. February 5, 12, 19, 2019 - EveryONE His Witness Workshop at St. John’s, Park 

Rapids 

ii. February 16, 2019 - EveryONE His Witness Workshop at St. Matthews, Esko 

iii. February 23, 2019 - EveryONE His Witness Workshop at St. Paul’s, Milaca 

b. February 23, 2019 - Bible Bowl, Immanuel Lutheran School, Walker 

March 9, 2019 - Knowledge Bowl, St. John’s, Thief River Falls 

c. March 22-25, 2019 - FORO Meeting, Mayaquez, Puerto Rico 

d. April 6, 2018 - State Bible Bowl, Concordia University, St. Paul 

e. May 13-15, 2019 - State Pastors Conference at Madden’s, Brainerd  

f. May 17, 2019 - Track Meet, St. Paul’s, Perham  

g. June 20-23, 2019 - LWML National Convention, Mobile, AL 

h. July 11-15, 2019 – National Youth Gathering, Minneapolis, MN 

i. July 21-25, 2019 – LCMS National Convention, Tampa, FL 

 

Rev. Fondow reported that on April 13, at Trinity Lutheran in Sauk Rapids, Ted Kober, with  

Ambassadors of Reconciliation, will be leading a training session for spiritual lay leadership. 

Hopefully, the same training will occur on April 6 at Zion Lutheran in Detroit Lakes. 

 

Plans are being finalized for a Synod-wide emphasis for the next triennium, “Making Disciples 

for Christ,” and a campaign to increase the number of students preparing for professional church 

workers at the Synod’s Concordia Schools. 

 

The Synod is publishing a new Spanish language hymnal. 

 

Rev. Fondow informed the Board that two church bodies will be welcomed into fellowship, 

Portugal and Belgium, during this summer’s Synodical convention. 

 

He shared President’s Harrisons statement following the recent state legislature actions in New 

York and Illinois regarding abortion. 

 

Rev. Fondow reported that the LCMS is looking at starting a school in Thailand and Uruguay. 

 

http://www.northerncrossingsmercy.org/


 

15. ADJOURNMENT 

a. MOVED & SECONDED: Adjournment 

b. ACTION: CARRIED. 

 

In closing, Rev. Fondow read Jeremiah 31:7-9.  Referring to the 2017 celebration of the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation. People, then, like people now, faced fundamental changes. Yet, 

while everything has changed, there is a greater change. Where we, like the ancient people of 

Israel once shouted, wept, we now shout and pray because of Christ. He closed with a prayer. 

The Board closed with singing “Abide with Me” (LSB 878), verses 1,2, 4, 6. 

 

 

16. ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT MEETING:  

a. DATE:  May 19-20, 2019 

b. TIME:  4:00 pm & 8:30 am 

c. DEVOTION/BIBLE STUDY LEADER: Rev. M. MABLY 

  

  

Respectfully submitted, 

  

Rev. Marty Mably, M.A., M.Div., Secretary 

Minnesota North District 

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 


