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“In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

Sunday, June 16, is Trinity Sunday on the church calendar. It's a special Sunday in the church year 

because it's a time when we remember that God has revealed Himself to us as three Persons, and 

yet only one God-the three Persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. We declare our faith in 

God, the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit – three persons in one God, each equal to the others in pow-

er and dignity. God’s people believe, teach and confess the Trinity because Scripture declares that 

God is one and that God is the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

The Bible tells us that the Father begets the Son, and the Son is begotten of the Father. John 3:16 

makes that point, "God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son." The Father begets 

the Son, the Son is begotten of the Father, and then we know that the Holy Spirit proceeds from both 

the Father and the Son. John 15:26: "When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Fa-

ther, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness about Me." These are 

three separate and distinct Persons who relate to one another within the Trinity, begetting, be-

gotten, and proceeding. 

Christians willingly admit that they cannot explain how one God can be three persons. It’s the world 

that wants a god small enough to understand, a god who is reasonable to human minds. 

A missionary tells the story of a village in Africa where he had been serving. The people there were 

given a tractor from America. As long as the tractor ran, everything was fine. Then one day the trac-

tor broke down. Being unable to understand the mechanics of a tractor, they took sticks and beat the 

tractor as they would an ox, making this futile attempt to make it go. It sounds strange to us. Yet, on 

the basis of their experience and knowledge, that seemed like a reasonable thing to do. 

Much of man’s reasoning in his attempt to understand the nature of God must look just as foolish to 

God as the beating of a broken down tractor looks to us. 

If we limit our knowledge of God to the reasonable, to the limits of our own mind, we have no God at 

all. We are then forever locked in our sin, its curse hanging over us, for there is only one Savior, the 

Lord Jesus. And we will be forever earth-bound, grave-destined and without hope. The words of St. 

Paul may then be applied to us: “Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools” (Romans 

1:22). 

God has revealed Himself as the triune God. When Scripture reveals God as Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, it does so for a practical purpose. We need the triune God. We desperately need the love of 

God the Father. We are lost without the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. And we die eternally without 

the life-giving communion with the Holy Spirit. 

The Triune God is the only true God.  

He is not like the gods of this earth who are here today and gone tomorrow.  

No, our Lord -- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit -- have been from before the beginning, and they 

will continue to be into eternity. To the Triune God we owe our life, our redemption and 

faith in the Christ, which brings forgiveness and salvation. To Him be praise!  

Continued on page 3 
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Summer Opportunity 

Rev. Dr. Bernie Lutz is available to churches who’d like to host a  Lutheran 

Heritage Sunday this summer. Call the District Office for Pastor Lutz’s 

contact information. 

Organ Available 

Marcus Lueders, from St. John’s in 

Ottertail, has a Rogers 3-manual 

organ for sale. They are normally 

priced around $75,000, and this 

one is available for only $19,000. 

For questions or inquiries, contact 

Marcus at 218-770-4631 or via 

email 

at luedersagridiesel@gmail.com. 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church 

in Garrison Celebrates 40 years 

Pictured are: Rev. Jonathan Rusnak, Rev. Tom Petersen, 

MN North District President Rev. Don Fondow and Rev. 

Terry Grzybowski.  

Pastors from MN North and MN 

South Districts Gather at Madden’s  

The MN State Pastors 
Conference gathered 
under the theme: “We 
Cannot Keep Silent: 
Confessing the faith in 
the public square amid 
a secular age.”  at 
Madden’s in Brainerd. 
Rev. Reed Stockman 
(pictured with LCEF VP 
George Miller) was 
the winner of the LCEF 
gift card give-away. 

Welcome Pastor Cloeter!!! 

Rev. Paul Cloeter (em. Sauk Rapids), now serves the 

MN North District as Church Worker Care Coordinator.  

In his new role, Pastor Cloeter will provide spiritual and 

emotional care as well as coordinate resources to uplift 

the church workers in the District. You can reach him 

via email at paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org or by  phone at 

(320) 333-6319. 

Hymn Resource from Pastor Kath 

Minnesota North Pastors...Looking for a biblical sermon hymn? I wrote 3 

separate hymnbooks using the scripture from each Sunday’s scripture 

readings...Series A, B, and C, with Series A & C including extra hymns and 

texts from Psalms, Proverbs, & favorite scripture Pastors like to use when 

preaching outside the pericopes.  Cost: $10 @ plus $2-shipping...(can be 

viewed at my website-pastorlylekath.com hash tag conquering cancer 

through faith in Christ). Or from Amazon.com hash tag-hymnbook series 

Rev. L.Reuben Kath. email me if interested: ljkath@midco.net   

God’s peace and blessings to you and your ministry,   

Pastor Lyle Kath  

Associate Pastor, Immanuel Lutheran-LCMS, Wahpeton, ND  

Sound System Available 

A sound system appropriate for speaking includes two 30 inch standing 

floor speakers, an amplifier, a mixer for up to eight microphones as well 

as several microphones and stands is available at a negotiable price. It 

could work well in a church sanctuary or fellowship hall. For more 

information or to get your questions answered, please contact Rev. 

Robert Brueske at (320) 759-1985. 

mailto:luedersagridiesel@gmail.com
mailto:paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org
mailto:ljkath@midco.net
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The duties of a pastor are many and manifold 

yet the call of a pastor is centered around 

administering the Word of God and the holy 

sacraments. 

DOXOLOGY seeks to refocus pastors on this 

foundational work by training men to diagnose 

souls and apply the healing Law and Gospel in 

their congregations and communities. 

The three parts of the DOXOLOGY Classic program help refocus ministry on the cure of souls by 

the Spirit's power. 

The promises of God are many and manifold. But sometimes in the press of duties, preaching, 

counseling, and the administrative details of running a church, those promises can seem far 

away or almost a footnote to the daily grind. DOXOLOGY can be a way of getting wholeness in 

Christ back and putting it front and center of your ministry.  

Please consider joining us this summer for one of our Classic programs so we can continue to 

assist pastors to be the best pastors they can be.  

Indiana 

Starting November 4-7, 2019  

 

LEARN MORE 

 
Wait, what is the Classic program? 

The Classic program is comprised of three retreats: the Gathering, the Encore, and the Grand 

Reunion. Pastors attend the Gathering for the foundation. At the Encore they are joined by 

some of their congregation's lay leaders. Finally, at the Grand Reunion, pastors and their wives 

enjoy opportunities for advanced learning, engaging conversations, and spiritual refreshment.  

Mark your calendar 

The 2020 Congress on the 
Lutheran Confessions  

will be held at the 

Crowne Plaza Aire, 
Bloomington MN 

April 22 - 24, 2020 

"A weekend of fellowship & learning with other Lutheran Single Adults from around 

the country includes a trip to Mt. Rushmore. Our sightseeing tour carves its way 

through the Black Hills beginning at Fort Hays on the Dances with Wolves film set for 

a cowboy breakfast. Departing mid-morning, the tour winds its way along scenic 

highways visiting attractions like Mount Rushmore National Monument, Custer State 

Park, the Needles Highway, and Crazy Horse Memorial. Our informative tour guide 

drives you through 100 miles of the Black Hills National Forest stopping along the 

way for pictures of wildlife and picturesque sights. The tour then returns to Fort Hays, 

but the night continues as you enjoy their famous Chuckwagon Supper and Live 

Branson-style Music Show. Contact tour@lsalcms.org   

For more information and download the registration information HERE. 

Triune God, be Thou stay;  

O let us perish never! 

Cleanse us from our sins, we pray, 

And grant us life forever. 

Keep us from the evil one;  

Uphold our faith most holy, 

And let us trust Thee solely 

With humble hears and lowly.  

Let us put God’s armor on, 

With all true Christians running 

Our heav’nly race and shunning  

The devil’s wiles and cunning. 

Amen, amen! This be done; 

So sing we, “Alleluia!” 

 

LSB 505 v. 1 Public Domain 

 

Serving our Lord Jesus Christ with you, 

President Don Fondow 

Lutheran Singles Association - Black Hills Tour 

Quilt Drop Off 
For Lutheran World Relief 

 

Tuesday, June 25th 

7:30 - 10:45 am 

and 

Wednesday, June 26th  

7:30 - 8:45 am 

Sugar Lake Lodge, Grand Rapids 
 

Mark your boxes  (all 4 sides) for: 

Lutheran World Relief 

398 E. Richmond St.  

South St. Paul, MN 55075 

https://www.doxology.us/events/2019-indiana-classic-2/?utm_source=Master+List&utm_campaign=15e060fdc1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_04_30_12_43&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c6d24717ee-15e060fdc1-53483431
mailto:tour@lsalcms.org
https://lookaside.fbsbx.com/file/2019%20Lutheran%20Singles%20Association%20Tour.pdf?token=AWwo9OToNw0j-y6gudFpYLsWIv_p6d29vfPUQ1iC4VXH5XVcko_epQcJNPVUxA640aPPnGq7Ag0NoRJ6noXWKz2PM8QbIvlcEFXSjTdEKCrPrOVgxrElQzZ1gUBKtTCHp2qU8MbnOZFeG0cGwfM9ggaq
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ Jesus our Lord,    

Virginia Ansorge, who is 100 years old has once again made a quilt and hand 
quilted it for the Lutheran Island Camp-Christ Serve Ranch Quilt Auction on 
August 3, 2019.  She has been a supporter of and involved with camp from its 
start.   She was there with her husband, Karl, and many other volunteers who 
helped with the construction of the causeway to the Island.  She continues to be 
active in camp activities. 

We think in honor of her lifetime support of LIC and of her making another quilt 
at age 100, we need to thank God for her many years of involvement with camp.  
With your help we can do that.  The plan is to have groups and individuals 
donate $100 for a share of the purchase price of the quilt for the auction.  This, 
God willing, will raise a sizable amount for camp in her honor.  We would like 
congregational quilting groups to donate one or more shares to this project, as 
well as pastors, congregations and individuals doing the same.    

We will use those funds to purchase the quilt at auction.  We will also send you a “Certificate of Share” in the 
quilt.   It is our prayer that at least 100 shares will be given, but God willing many more than that.  At this writing 
10 shares have been given and also, we have a Donor who is willing to match the first 200 shares given so you will 
be able to double your gift.  We pray that many of you will join us in this effort to thank God for Virginia and bring 
a blessing to her beloved camp for years to come.   Prayerfully, additional donors with matching funds will step 
forward as well. 

Let us thank God for blessing Virginia with 100 years of life.  A life given to God in faith.  With every stitch she 
makes she thanks God for her life and shows her love for her Savior Jesus Christ.  Many of you over the years may 
have crossed paths with Virginia, at the camp, or in LWML, where she has been active for many years as well.  
Pastors and others may have studied under her son-in-law Dr. Robert Kolb at Concordia St. Paul, Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. or at Pastor Conferences where he presented papers. 

Please help us in this effort by forwarding this letter to former Island Campers, LWML members, quilters, pastors, 
and interested individuals so that together we can thank the Lord for the 100 years of blessing given to Virginia.  
We will also be able to thank God for her lifetime of support of Lutheran Island Camp and Christ Serve Ranch.   

Praise God for His abundant and good gifts and thank you for your interest in this project, 

Sincerely, the Quilters from Redeemer Lutheran, Willmar and Pastor Loren Kruse 

Please Return by July 26, 2019: (Pastor Kruse’s email:  lodikruse@charter.net - Cell phone:  320-220-0097) 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
Name/Group, Address and Phone #       
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I, We, wish to donate _________ shares for the Quilt hand quilted by Virginia Ansorge to Lutheran Island Camp-
Christ Serve Ranch Quilt Auction.  Enclosed is a check made out to Redeemer Lutheran Church. 
 
   $100 times _________ # of Shares Equals $______________ 

Please mail to:   Redeemer Lutheran Quilters, 1401 SW 6th Street, Willmar, MN 56201 

mailto:lodikruse@charter.net


MN NORTH DISTRICT 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Intercom/E-News 

5 

DISTRICT  

COORDINATOR 
DCE Chris Brown 

St. Paul’s, Perham 

(218)346-7725 

dcechristopher@arvig.net 

GATHERING WEBSITE 

So often, stewardship devolves into a discussion of the resources needed for 

ministry. It is true that resources are needed. The faithful proclamation of the 

Gospel in a congregation, district, and Synod takes financial resources. 

In a 21st century sort of way, financial resources are really the means by which 

the Church answers St. Paul’s rhetorical question in Romans 10:15: 

“And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How 

beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!’ ” 

Individuals, congregations and other larger groups within the Church are called 

to be stewards of these resources for the sake of the Gospel. It is in this steward-

ship that the Lord is glorified and the neighbor is served. 

Read newsletter >> 

Resources: 

Visit lcms.org/stewardship to find and download stewardship resources. 

Faith Aflame: 360 Degrees stewardship materials are available at 

faithaflame.lcms.org. 

SEE YOU IN 26 DAYS!!! 

Be sure to visit our MN North District Booth for a 

not to be missed pin give-away…. Not to mention 

the COOLEST State Coloring Sheet in the region!! 

Please keep the MN North Congregations sending 

youth to the National Youth Gathering in your 

prayers in the coming weeks! 

 Stewards of Human Resources 

Volunteer for Project Restore in Nebraska 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Fremont, Nebraska, is seeking 

volunteers for the ongoing recovery effort, which is expected to 

take at least a year.   » READ STORY  

More from The Reporter  

mailto:dcechristopher@arvig.net
http://www.lcmsgathering.com
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2ffiles.lcms.org%2fwl%2f%3fid%3dlYRnmDBoEC8OAuISUAh8oGEyla1dHG5N&srcid=120096&srctid=1&erid=924f6200-e0c6-4148-a921-4f9e6137eeb2&trid=924f6200-e0c6-4148-a921-4f9e6137eeb2
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms.org%2fstewardship&srcid=120096&srctid=1&erid=924f6200-e0c6-4148-a921-4f9e6137eeb2&trid=924f6200-e0c6-4148-a921-4f9e6137eeb2
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2ffaithaflame.lcms.org&srcid=120096&srctid=1&erid=924f6200-e0c6-4148-a921-4f9e6137eeb2&trid=924f6200-e0c6-4148-a921-4f9e6137eeb2
https://lcms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b5a2837db31893114eebbb8&id=5de85819e7&e=b813d51b4d
https://blogs.lcms.org
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A Message from the MN North District Life Coordinator 
Rev. Jason Wolter, Benson, MN 

For over a decade 

now, the LCMS has 

used the English 

Standard Version 

(ESV) as their “official” translation of the 

Bible.  This change was made- in part- due to 

the changes that had been made to the New 

International Version (NIV) Bible which, 

previously, had been the LCMS’ preferred 

translation.  In Gal. 4:7, we see an example 

of why this change was necessary.  The ESV 

translation reads, “So you are no longer a 

slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir 

through God”.  Note the difference in the 

NIV translation: “So you are no longer a 

slave, but God’s child; and since you are His 

child, God has made you also an heir.”   

What do you see?  The NIV has changed 

“son” to “child”.  Is that a big deal?  In some 

ways, no.  But: when it comes to an 

inheritance (which is the metaphor used in 

this passage), it makes a big difference!  

Without getting too technical (or wordy): the 

sons were the ones guaranteed to inherit the 

best (and majority- if not all) of their father’s 

blessings.  Now, obviously the times have 

changed.  But the point of that passage was 

NOT to declare who should be the inheritors 

of their parents’ stuff!  It was to proclaim- 

beyond a shadow of doubt- that we have 

inherited all the blessings that our Father 

wanted us to have.  That was a guaranteed 

that only sons (at that time) were able to 

enjoy.  Paul makes that comment to reassure 

Christians with God’s covenant oath: that 

they- through no effort or worthiness of their 

own- are the guaranteed inheritors of all of 

God’s promised grace.   

As we remember and celebrate our fathers, I 

want to ask them to consider the inheritance 

that they are leaving to their children.  The 

Bible makes it clear that fathers are called to 

be the spiritual leaders (and role models) for 

their families (see Luke 11:11; Col. 3:21; 1 

Thess. 2:11; Heb. 12:7-9; as well as Deut. 6:7; 

Ps. 103:13; and Prov. 22:6).  And various 

studies have shown the same thing: that 

children take their spiritual “cues” from their 

fathers.  In other words, they follow the 

example of their dads. 

I have been blessed with two great fatherly 

examples.  When I was young, my dad used 

to take out the Bible and have us read it with 

him.  I’ve forgotten a million other things 

that he did for us.  But I’ve never forgotten 

those times spent together in God’s Word.  

And then there’s my father-in-law: who 

never hesitated to talk to strangers about 

Jesus.  I’ve watched him talk to waitresses, 

shop-keepers, customers... and anyone else 

that he met.  He loved his Lord... and he 

loved his neighbor.  And he showed it. 

Studying God’s Word... loving God... and 

loving others: those are the things that I 

inherited from my “fathers”.  They are the 

things that I, as a father, hope to pass on to 

my children.  Have you thought about the 

inheritance that you will leave to your 

children?  Consider the words of Jesus: “Do 

not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal, but lay up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven... For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.”  (Matt. 6:19-21) 

Men who love their wives... and leave their 

children an eternal inheritance... are a great 

blessing to their families and faithful 

servants of their Lord.  May God grant them 

the strength, wisdom, patience and courage 

to continue serving as the shepherds of their 

families: that God would work through them 

to make His inheritance known... so that 

their children may believe it with all their 

hearts.  Thanks be to God for the gift of 

faithful fathers!  Happy Fathers Day! 

BOTH the 2019-2020 Chapel Talks and National 

Lutheran Schools Week (NLSW) materials have 

been released and are available for planning for 

the upcoming school year! Following the theme 

of "Joy:Fully Lutheran" used by the 2019 LCMS 

Convention, both resources explore 1 

Thessalonians 5:16-24 and focus on joy in Jesus 

and being fully connected to the Word. 

Chapel Talks explores 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

and focuses on the joy of Jesus’ Word and 

Sacrament present in Sunday worship in the 

Christian congregation.  It contains resources for  

weekly chapel services to students of all ages in 

Lutheran and Christian schools. Bible verses, 

weekly hymns and speaking points make up only 

a portion of this year’s Chapel Talks.  

The National Lutheran Schools Week (NLSW) 

materials help schools celebrate Lutheran 

schools together during the week of January 26-

February 1, 2020 and focuses on the message of 

forgiveness of sin through faith in Christ found in 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24.  

Both resources can be found on LuthEd.org 

through the Chapel Talks and the National 

Lutheran Schools Week pages as well as through 

the search bar on LCMS.org.   

http://www.luthed.org/
http://www.luthed.org/chapel-talks/
http://www.luthed.org/national-lutheran-schools-week/
http://www.luthed.org/national-lutheran-schools-week/
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As a Christian and a pastor it is my privilege 

and duty to speak God’s truth in love 

especially on those issues in our culture 

where God’s Word is being compromised and 

twisted with the result that people are being 

deceived and led away from Christ and His 

loving will for their lives. Also, I write this as a 

fellow sinner who needs Jesus' forgiveness as 

much as anyone. With this in mind, I want to 

briefly address what Scripture teaches about 

same-sex behavior. 

However, first, I want to stress that if you 

struggle with same-sex desire and/or 

behavior, know this: GOD LOVES YOU! God 

sent His Son to the cross to suffer the 

judgment for all our sins – including same-sex 

lust and behavior. You can come to Jesus 

with this burden and know that He 

completely forgives you, loves you and will 

always do this even as you continue to fight 

against the desires of your sinful nature (see 

Romans 7:14 – 8:1 and 1st John 1:7 – 2:2). 

With that said, here’s what God Himself says 

about same-sex behavior: 

1. In Genesis chapters 1 & 2 God teaches that 

He created the first humans as male and 

female and gave them to each other in 

marriage. No mention is made of same-sex 

behavior. In Matthew 19:1ff Jesus uses the 

marriage texts from Genesis chapters 1 & 2 

as a commentary re: God’s will for our 

sexuality, and Jesus clearly teaches there that 

the only God-pleasing context for sex is 

between 1 man and 1 woman in marriage. 

The only other option is celibacy. This rules 

out same-sex behavior in all circumstances or 

for any reason. 

2. In Leviticus chapters 18 & 20 God 

condemns various sexual sins – including 

consensual same-sex behavior. The context 

clearly shows that these sexual prohibitions 

are not temporary ceremonial laws given 

only to the Jews because 1) Unlike the food 

laws or the Passover, which were never given 

to the Gentiles, God condemns the Gentile 

nations in Lev. Chapters 18 & 20 for their 

sexual sin – including same-sex behavior, and 

2) The New Testament clearly teaches that 

Jesus fulfilled the ceremonial laws which 

pointed to Him but He maintained the moral 

laws – including the sexual prohibitions – 

found in Leviticus. For instance, in Mark 7:14-

23 Jesus condemns not only sinful sexual 

behavior but also sinful sexual desires in the 

heart, and He does this with the Greek word 

“porneia” which was used by the Jews of that 

time to refer to all the sexual prohibitions in 

Leviticus chapters 18 & 20 – including same-

sex behavior. So here we see that Jesus 

Himself condemned same-sex behavior. 

3. In the Song of Solomon we see that 

Solomon affirms monogamous marriage 

between one man and one woman. In the 

book of Hosea God uses heterosexual 

monogamous marriage as a image for His 

relationship with His people. In contrast, God 

NEVER speaks of same-sex behavior in a 

positive manner. Whenever Scripture 

mentions same-sex behavior it is ALWAYS 

condemned as being sinful. This is important 

because historical evidence shows that 

committed same-sex behavior existed in the 

times of the OT and NT. If God were in favor 

of same-sex behavior you would expect Him 

to condone it because God always took the 

side of those who were wrongly being 

oppressed against God’s will. But God never 

once takes the side of those engaging in 

same-sex relationships. Instead, God ALWAYS 

condemns this behavior! 

4. As for Jesus’ supposed “silence” on same-

sex behavior in the Gospels, I’ve already 

answered that above by referring to 

Matthew 19:1ff and Mark 7:14-23. In 

addition, the reason Jesus did not need to 

specifically mention same-sex behavior is 

that His Jewish audience already agreed that 

is was sinful – and so Jesus didn’t need to 

address it directly. In the same way, Jesus 

never mentioned the sins of bestiality, incest, 

rape or oppressing people with disabilities 

because the Jewish culture of His day also 

already agreed with Jesus that such things 

were sinful. Finally, the Gospel’s teach that 

Jesus entrusted His teaching to His apostles. 

When Paul took Jesus’ teaching to the 

Gentile culture, among which many DID 

affirm same-sex behavior, Paul clearly 

addresses the issue and condemns same-sex 

behavior in all circumstances (see below). 

5. In Romans 1:18-32 Paul clearly teaches 

that all forms of same-sex behavior 

regardless of the circumstances are 

CONTRARY TO NATURE based on God’s 

creation of humans as male and female. 

Now, Paul does not mention same-sex 

behavior up front because it is worse that 

other sins (Paul goes on to list many other 

sins as well). Instead, Paul mentions same-

sex behavior up front because it is the most 

obvious example of how we sinners rebel 

against God by twisting and distorting His 

created order. Obviously, ALL sin deserves 

death and God’s wrath – especially if we take 

pride in it! (See Romans 1:32). But this 

doesn’t change the fact that the particular sin 

of same-sex behavior is clearly condemned 

by God. Of course, those who repent and 

trust in Jesus are forgiven even as they 

continue to struggle against their sinful 

desires (see Romans 7:14 – 8:1)! But if we 

reject God’s Word and affirm our sin, then 

we reject Christ and place ourselves under 

God’s wrath. 

6. In 1st Corinthians 6:9-11 God condemns 

various sins – including same-sex behavior. 

Paul uses the Greek word “arsenokoites” 

which even PRO-gay bible scholars 

acknowledge that Paul likely coined based on 

the Greek translation of the Hebrew text of 

Leviticus chapters 18 and 20 regarding the 

verses that condemn same-sex behavior. In 

other words, Paul used the Greek text of 

Leviticus to show that God’s condemnation 

of same-sex behavior is still in force and 

those who refuse to repent of this sin but 

choose to take pride in it will NOT inherit the 

Kingdom of God. Of course, Paul then adds 

“that is what some of you were.” By this Paul 

does not mean that if you believe in Jesus 

your same-sex desires will go away. In no 

place does Scripture teach that being 

Christian means you no longer have sinful 

desires. Instead, when Paul says “that is what 

some of you were” he means that the 

Christians in Corinth who used to pridefully 

engage in same-sex behavior are now 

repentant and have forgiveness in Christ. 

These Christians in Corinth were now 

renouncing their same-sex desires and in the 

freedom of God’s mercy were now rejoicing 

in God’s loving will for their sexuality. 

June is Gay Pride Month  Pastor Tom Eckstein, Concordia Lutheran Church, www.concordiajt.org 

http://www.concordiajt.org
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Every three years, our Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod meets in convention to 

determine mission and ministry priorities 

for the coming three years. This year, we 

will gather in Tampa under the theme 

“Joy:fully Lutheran.” 

As part of the preparation for the triennial 

convention, LCMS households, 

congregations and organizations are 

invited and encouraged to participate in a 

Synodwide gathering of special gifts called 

the National Offering. The 2019 National 

Offering theme is “Joy to the World.” 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thess. 

5:16–18). This triennium’s National 

Offering provides Lutherans across the 

country an opportunity to reflect their joy 

in the Gospel and their thankfulness to 

God for His gifts in Christ. 

Gifts to the 2019 LCMS National Offering 

— which can be made at any time — will 

empower the work God has given us to do 

in His name to bring joy to the world, as 

we vigorously make known the Good News 

of Jesus Christ, that all might rejoice and 

give thanks to God our heavenly Father. 

Visit https://www.lcms.org/national-

offering to learn more. 

 
Donate Online 

Make a contribution using your credit or 
debit card any time of day 

Donate 
 

Donate by Phone 
Make a contribution using 
your credit or debit card: 

Call 888-930-4438 
Text GIVINGJOY to 41444 

Church Worker 
Wellness Resources 

 

DOXOLGY 

Doxology’s primary purpose is to provide 

training in advanced pastoral skills while 

offering ongoing spiritual care 

opportunities for Lutheran pastors.  Learn 

more at the Doxology WEBSITE. 

 

SHEPHERD’S CANYON RETREAT 

Shepherd's Canyon Retreat offers seven 

carefully designed days of individual, 

couple, and group Christian counseling for 

Pastors, Missionaries, Rostered Teachers, 

Directors of Christian Education, 

Deaconesses, and their spouses. Learn 

more by visiting the Shepherd’s Canyon 

WEBSITE. 

 

GRACE PLACE 

Grace Place Wellness is a preventive 

wellness ministry that seeks to positively 

impact the ministry of Christian 

congregations by encouraging workers in 

the church to lead the rich and full lives 

that Jesus intends for all of His 

children.  Learn more by visiting their 

website: www.graceplacewellness.org.  

 

NEW AT LCMS.ORG 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

(LCMS) recently introduced a new, weekly 

series of devotions for church workers. As 

part of the Synod’s ongoing focus on 

worker wellness, the devotions take a 

holistic approach to wellness, incorporating 

vocational, relational, financial and 

emotional concerns of workers. Learn more 

and read the devotions HERE. 

 

CONCORDIA PLAN SERVICES 

Concordia Plans offers a multitude of 

physical, emotional and financial wellness 

resources. To learn more and get involved 

visit their worker wellness WEBSITE. 

Winter Hospitality Pastor or 
Deaconess 

Concordia LCMS, Sarasota, Florida, 
prayerfully seeks a winter pastor or 
deaconess. Following Jesus, lead us by 
welcoming worship guests, following up on 
guests and those drifting from worship, and 
discipling Concordia leaders in these 
tasks.  Serve November 1, 2019 through April 
30, 2020, 15 to 30 hours per week.  Visit 
ConcordiaSarasota.org.  for details about this 
ministry. 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 
of Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 

Seeks an energetic, committed Christian 
individual faithful to the inspired, inerrant 
Word of God and certified in Early Childhood 
Development as Director/Teacher for its 
successful, Christ-centered preschool this 
Fall.  Familiarity with Lutheran Christian 
teachings is important.  Experience is 
desired, however qualified, new graduates 
are also welcome to apply. 

If interested, please send resumes to: 

Christ the King Lutheran Church, 20338 
Mack, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI or call 313-
884-5090. Or email to 
dwyrock@sbcglobal.net. 

Iowa District West Opportunity 

Iowa District West of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod is seeking qualified 
candidates for the position of Assistant to 
the President. Applicants and nominees must 
be on the Ordained Roster of the Synod and 
must have a minimum of ten years’ 
experience in professional church work, a 
major portion of this experience having been 
in the parish. The Assistant shall be 
appointed by the District President and 
called by the Board of Directors for three 
years, subject to annual review. He shall be 
accountable to the District President and 
through him to the Board of Directors of 
Iowa District West. Primary job 
responsibilities include, but are not limited 
to: execute the policy decisions of the 
Missions, Human Care and Stewardship 
Committees; advise these committees on a 
strategic plan for those areas of ministry; 
provide consulting and training services to 
congregations (see http://www.idwlcms.org/
district-president.php for more details). The 
deadline to apply is 7/1/19. 

https://www.lcms.org/national-offering
https://www.lcms.org/national-offering
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/national-offering
https://www.doxology.us/
https://www.shepherdscanyonretreat.org/
http://www.graceplacewellness.org
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/lcms-worker-wellness-unveils-online-devotions-for-church-workers/
https://www.concordiaplans.org/wellness.html
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Download the Newsletter HERE! 

What’s New in Witness & Outreach? 

The LCMS 2019 National Rural & Small Town Mission Conference will be held Nov. 14–16 in Minneapolis, MN, at 

the Doubletree by Hilton Bloomington-Minneapolis South. Registration is open!! 

Minneapolis, Here We Come!  

When it comes to Witness & Outreach, there is nothing new under 

the sun. (Actually, ac-cording to Eccl. 1:9, that’s true of every-thing!) 

But there are trends in the current work of sharing the Gospel that 

we should pay attention to. 

A recent report from Barna Research, “Reviving Evangelism,” 

highlights the importance of sharing the faith in the context of 

relationships. While this is not new, it shows that some of the ways 

we share the Good News of Jesus are not well received by people in 

our culture. Nonchurched people even find some of our traditional 

evangelism approaches offensive or off-putting. Worse than that, 

Barna reports that negative experiences of “depersonalized methods 

of sharing faith … significantly depress openness to exploring 

questions of faith.” 

What’s the takeaway from this report? We need to consider how 

nonchurched people prefer to discuss matters of faith and 

spirituality. There are a lot of lost people who are open to discussing 

spiritual matters. Although 49 percent of people who say that 

spiritual matters are unimportant to them are not open to any form 

of evangelism, 27 percent of them are willing to have a “casual, one-

on-one conversation” about faith. 

Unfortunately, evangelism that gets this personal is not something 

we have always emphasized in the past. This has left us unprepared 

for evangelism in our current context. But there is good news. The 

Synod’s evangelism program, Every One His Witness®, is designed to 

equip Lutherans to be witnesses of Jesus to the people in their 

everyday lives. The LASSIE (Listen-Ask-Seek-Share-Invite-Encourage) 

approach of Every One His Witness is focused on intentionally 

engaging non-churched people in “casual, one-on-one 

conversations” about faith. 

Everything that a congregation or group needs to conduct the basic 

Every One His Witness workshop is available as a low-cost kit from 

Concordia Publishing House. Since their release in September 2017, 

over 900 workshop kits have been distributed. Additional materials 

for witnessing to people in specific contexts (e.g., witnessing to 

Mormons, Muslims or adult children who have left the church) are 

available to workshop participants at no cost through the Synod’s 

Every One His Witness website. 

 Every One His Witness isn’t really new — it’s a renewed effort to 

equip God’s people to speak about Jesus as they go about their 

everyday lives, in a way to which the lost will really listen. By God’s 

grace, that listening may lead to the Holy Spirit working faith in those 

who hear the Gospel. When and where He does, people are made 

new! 

Contributed through the LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission monthly 

newsletter by Rev. Dr. Mark Wood, director of LCMS Witness & 

Outreach Ministry 

Don’t forget that Rural & Small Town Mission provides free monthly 

webi-nars on topics important to congregations in town and country 

settings. Up next is Witness & Outreach Resources on June 13, 

followed by Active Stewardship in the Rural s on July 25. Find past 

webinars in our archive. Register now for the 2019 National Rural & 

Small Town Mission Conference, Running With Endurance: Eyes 

Fixed On Jesus, Nov. 14–16 in Minneapolis. lcms.org/rstm/ 

conference To see our calendar, visit lcms.org/rstm. Contact our 

office at 888-463-5127 or rstm@lcms.org. 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/lcms-rural-small-town-mission-february-2019-newsletter/
https://calendar.lcms.org/event/2019-national-rural-small-town-mission-conference/
https://calendar.lcms.org/event/2019-national-rural-small-town-mission-conference/
https://calendar.lcms.org/event/2019-national-rural-small-town-mission-conference/
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Dear Friends in Christ,  

 
In the fall of 2017, two major hurricanes blew across the island of Puerto Rico. Almost 80% of all the homes were 
damaged. Many of the homes had their roofs peeled off by the high winds and the power grid was knocked out for 
several weeks and in some places for months. “The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod responded quickly through 
LCMS Disaster Response and the work of LCMS missionaries in the region.” While many people fled the island and 
found refuge in Florida and other parts of the United States, others had nowhere to go. LCMS mission teams helped 
meet the immediate needs of food for residents who stayed behind. The work of ministry on the island has contin-
ued to move forward… 
 
William Torres, a lay evangelist for the Lutheran church in Mayaguez, has been working to coordinate the ongoing 
disaster response for the people in his community. His primary role has been to identify people who are willing to 
receive help rebuilding their homes or having their roofs repaired. Torres is working with Rev. Arturo Gustavo Maita, 
the pastor of Principe de Paz (Prince of Peace) Lutheran Church in Mayaguez. They also work with the ministry team 
of a newly formed congregation in Ponce. In the publication, Lutherans Engage (summer 2018), it was reported, 
“even as bags of food and other staples continue to be distributed weekly in Mayaguez and Ponce, the team is or-
ganizing to repair damaged roofs and homes in both communities, all while proclaiming the Gospel.” (See article 
https://engage.lcms.org/puerto-rico-recovery-summer-2018 ) 
 
Last October at a FORO meeting in Baxter at the LCMS Minnesota North District office, we had the privilege to meet 
both Rev. Maita and William Torres. They spoke to us about the work they were doing and the need for short-term 
mission teams to come to Puerto Rico to help them in their ministry. MN North District LCMS was given the oppor-
tunity to sign-up for two trips in 2019. The first will take place on July 20-27 and the second on November 9-16.  
 
The first team will be led by myself, DCO Peter Keyes from Zion Lutheran in Little Falls, and Pastor Robin Collins from 
Trinity Lutheran in Staples. We have ten people on our team. We will be working with the missionaries in Mayaguez 
or Ponce on construction projects. The second team will be led by Pastor Jeffrey Walther from St. Matthew in Esko. 
They will be addressing needs of mercy with elderly people.  
 
These mission trips are opportunities for our congregations to reach out beyond our communities to meet the needs 
of others and proclaim the love of Jesus Christ. They are also opportunities for your congregation to participate in 
the work of ministry being done in Puerto Rico. WE ARE ASKING FOR YOUR HELP. The estimated cost per team mem-
ber is around $1000. We have been holding fund raisers to help cover some of these cost, however we would also 
like to have your congregation consider collecting a one-time door offering in support of our mission teams. The 
money collected would be sent to MN North District – designated as Puerto Rico Mission Teams 2019.  
  
As we have some pressing financial deadlines to meet for the July trip, I would like to personally encourage your con-
gregation (appropriate board or committee) to address our needs at your next meeting and prayerfully consider how 
you might financially support our teams. 
 
In Christ’s service, 
 
DCO Peter Keyes 
Zion Lutheran Church, Little Falls MN         Call/text: (320) 232-3108             email: mrpjkeyes@yahoo.com 

Letter of  appeal to congregations in MN North District       

Subject: Short-term Puerto Rico Mission Trips 

https://engage.lcms.org/puerto-rico-recovery-summer-2018
mailto:mrpjkeyes@yahoo.com
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We are always encouraging the children of the Project 24 

sites to continue learning more about God through Bible 

reading and church attendance. They also partake in daily 

devotions at the sites. We were recently given a few gifts 

from Concordia Publishing House and Mr. Al Schreiber from Ida Grove, IA. 

Through these gifts, we were able to purchase children Bible resources 

through CPH and Luther’s Small Catechism through LHF for each child. We 

pray that the children use these gifts to further their knowledge of their 

Lord and Savior. Project 24 Sites Total Number of Students at the P24 

sites:  190 (Lenkishon:  25, Tumaini:  40, Othoro:  25, Udom:   50, Rongo:  

25, Nyambiri:  25), Children in Secondary School:  70, Number of Students 

Sponsored as to date:  149. Read more in 

Britt’s newsletter HERE. Support for Project 

24 to date is $111,434. Visit the Project 24 

website HERE. Support for CCC: Kenya date 

is $16,661. Visit the CCC Kenya website 

HERE. 

Support for any of 
these missionaries 
can be sent to:   
Minnesota North 
District—LCMS, PO 
Box 604, Brainerd, 
MN 56401 —
earmarked for the 
specific mission or 
missionary. 

Rev. Dr. Daniel (son of 

sainted pastor Rev. 

Robert and Mrs. Phyllis 

Jastram) and Dr. Joan 

Jastram serve as  

missionaries in northern Asia. Pastor Jastram 

serves as a manager for theological 

education in Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan. He 

assists the regional director in mission 

planning as well as developing, coordinating, 

and supporting theological educational 

activities; makes periodic visits to seminaries 

in the region; and supervises theological 

educators throughout Asia.  Read the 

Jastram’s newsletter HERE. 

mission minutes 

In Puerto Rico, Music and English classes continue, as does supplying materials for 

new roofs, and ministering to people with the Gospel.  Ruth Maita recounts this story 

from the last team planning session:  "During a service, a member fell from his chair 

onto the ground. Members of the church rushed to his aid, to assist him in getting 

back up. Some helped lift and others encouraged him by word. Kike say, "Do not 

worry. We are here. You are not alone. We will help you. We are the body of Christ." 

This is why we, the LCMS, are in Puerto 

Rico: to proclaim, baptize into, and build up 

the fellowship of the Body of Christ in this 

place.  Two MN North Teams will be 

traveling to Puerto Rico in 2019 to work on 

both Construction and Mercy projects. To 

learn more about this opportunity, contact 

Rev. Jeff Lee at jeffery.lee@mnnlcms.org.  

Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser are  

part of a partnership between Lutheran Bible 

Translators and the Ethiopian Evangelical 

Church. They ask for prayers for the 15 

students in the Bible translation program.  

Susan is a former 

member of Redeemer 

Lutheran Church in 

Willmar. Learn more  

HERE. 

Rev. James NS Kollie serves Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church and School in Cotton Tree, Liberia. Please keep 

the church and students in your prayers during this time 

of political unrest in Liberia. Pastor Kollie is pursuing a 

Doctorate Degree at CTS, Fort Wayne, IN, with hopes of 

then teaching pastors in Liberia. Jamesetta Kollie, a 2019 

CSP grad will be teaching at Pacific Lutheran School in 

Gardena, CA. Gifty Kollie (deaconess student at CUC) and 

Diane (in high school at Concordia Academy, Roseville, 

MN) are also studying in the US with plans to return to 

Liberia to use their education. Gifty, pictured below, is 

featured in the summer edition of the Concordia 

University Chicago magazine. To learn about her studies 

and plans HERE. Funds collected and disbursed to date 

for the School: $124,435; for Pastor Kollie’s education: 

$51,437; for Jamesetta’s education: $9,335; and  for 

Gifty’s education: $13,895. Donations can be sent to: 

MN North District, PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN 56401. 

Please SPECIFICALLY designate your donation on the 

memo line of your check. 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7632c42424c67f7addaf5fed2/files/d57a1b6f-e8b3-4826-873e-22fa32dd75fe/April_2019_P24_newsletter.pdf
https://www.childrenwithnoone.org/
https://www.lcms.org/make-a-gift/christs-care-for-children-kenya
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91/files/cdc347d6-d6d3-4606-919b-37a712a760de/2019_May_June_Newsletter_copy.pdf?utm_source=Jastrams+to+Japan+Newsletter&utm_campaign=8aaa49d929-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_12_10_14&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0
mailto:jeffery.lee@mnnlcms.org?subject=Puerto%20Rico%20Mission%20Trip
mailto:jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org?subject=Puerto%20Rico%20Mission%20Trip
https://lbt.org/project/jim-susan-kaiser/
https://www.cuchicago.edu/globalassets/documents/news/forester/2019/forester_spring2019_web.pdf


MN NORTH DISTRICT 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Intercom/E-News 

14 

“MAIN STREET LIVING NORTH” is broadcast 
at 9:00am Central time on the following 
FOX stations: KVRR Fargo-Moorhead 
Channel 15.1, KBRR Thief River Falls-Grand 
Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR Jamestown 
Channel 7.1, KNRR Pembina Channel 12.1, 
AND at 10:00am Central (9:00am 
Mountain) on the following WDAY & 
affiliate Xtra Channels: WDAY Xtra Channel 
6.3 Fargo-Moorhead, WDAZ Xtra Channel 
8.3 Grand Forks, KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3 
Bismarck/Dickinson, and KMCY Xtra 
Channel 14.3 Minot/Williston – as well as 
the cable and satellite systems carrying 
these stations, some of which may have a 
different channel number, and archived on 
www.mainstreetliving.com (then click on 
“North (Fargo)”. 

JULY UPDATE 

“Faith comes from hearing the message, 
and the message is heard through the word 
of Christ.” Romans 10:17  With this in 
mind, please continue to share information 
about our LCMS “Main Street Living” media 
ministry with others. MSLN is broadcast 
each Sunday morning - and also available 
every day at www.mainstreetliving.com 
(then click on the link under the picture 
identified as “North (Fargo)”). 

Thank you for your much needed financial 
support! Checks may be sent to “Main 
Street Living NORTH”, 821-5th Ave. S., 
Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card 
or your PayPal account on the web site. 
God’s blessing in Christ! 

Program Notes: 

July 7: ADJUSTED SCHEDULE TODAY: 
Because the FOX Network will be airing a 
sports program this forenoon, we decided 
not record a new worship service for today. 
The WDAY/XTRA stations will be airing a re-
broadcast of the worship service from last 
year’s 4th Sunday after Pentecost led by 
Rev. Sean Daenzer, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Great Bend, ND, and Peace 
Lutheran Church, Barney, ND. This can be 
seen at 10:00am Central Time (9:00am 
Mountain). The sermon is entitled: “A 
Church Full of Hypocrites” based on Luke 
15:1-32. Today’s “This Is The Life” program 
is: “The Reluctant Witness”. 
 
July 14: Rev. Dr. Karl Weber, St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Ottertail, MN, and St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Richville, MN, 
presents the message: “The Good 
Samaritan” based on Luke 10:25-37. 
Today’s “This Is The Life” program is: 
“Harriett’s Wedding Day”. 
 
July 21: Rev. Sean Daenzer, Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Great Bend, ND, and 
Peace Lutheran Church, Barney, ND, 
presents the message: “Our Callings” based 
on I Kings 19:11-21 & Luke 5:1-11. Today’s 
This Is The Life program is: “Tragedy Near a 
Small Town”.  
 
July 28: Rev. Bernie Worral, Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND, presents the 
message: “For the Sake of a Few” based on 
Genesis 18:25. Today’s “This Is The Life” 
program is:  “Spite ”.  

“MAIN STREET LIVING TWIN CITIES” is 
broadcast  every Sunday from 10 to 11 
a.m. on WFTC channel 29/9-2.  For more 
information, check out the Twin Cities tab 
at mainstreetliving.com. Call Rev. Bob 
Schulze at 952-223-2154 to get involved. 

Program Notes: 

June 16 
Rev. Mark Shockey, pastor of St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church in Edina, MN. His 
message, “Are You a Name-Dropper” will 
be based on John 8:58. 

June 23 
Rev. Jon Haakana, pastor of Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church in Anoka, MN. His 
message, “What’s My Message?” will be 
based on Luke 8:26-39.  

June 30 
Worship service details TBD.  

MAIN STREET LIVING is a locally produced Sunday Morning 
TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by 
participating LCMS pastors from MN, ND and SD Districts, 
along with a 30 minute remastered program called “This is 
the Life” from Lutheran Hour Ministries.  

Main Street Living North 

“MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND” is 
broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and 
cable and satellite systems carrying these 
stations.  All current shows and 
information about Main Street Living can 
be found at www.mainstreetliving.com 
and past programs are archived on 
https://vimeo.com/user82955593  

Program Notes: 

 June 16 
Pastor Don Stauty, Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church: Virginia: “Hearing God” 
 

June 23 
Pastor David Schoessow, Christ Lutheran 
Church, Superior: “The View from the 
Other Side” 
 

June 30 
Pastor Tom Brinkley, St. Matthews 
Lutheran Church, Esko: “Looking Back” 
 

July 7 
Pastor Jeff Walther, St. Matthews 
Lutheran Church, Esko: “We’ll Leave the 
Light on for You” 
 

July 14 
Pastor Jonathan Watt, Life in Christ 
Lutheran Church, Grand Marais: “What 
are you afraid of?” 

Main Street Living Northland 

Main Street Living Twin Cities 

http://www.mainstreetliving.com
https://www.mainstreetliving.com/twincities/
http://www.mainstreetliving.com
https://vimeo.com/user82955593
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June 20-23, 2019  LWML National Convention in Mobile, AL 
 
July 4, 2019   Independence Day—District Office Closed 
July 9, 2019   LWML MN North District Board Meeting, District Office 
July 11-15, 2019  National Youth Gathering, Minneapolis, MN 
July 21-25, 2019  LCMS National Convention, Tampa, FL 
 
August 7-8, 2019  New Workers Orientation, District Office 
August 16, 2019  Alzheimer’s Workshop, District Office (Hosted by the Parish Nurses) 
August 22, 2019  MN North Teachers Conference, Prince of Peace, St. Cloud 
August 26-27, 2019 Circuit Visitors Conference, District Office 
 
September 2, 2019 Labor Day—District Office Closed 
September 8-10, 2019 Fall Pastors Conference, Lutheran Island Camp 
September 22-23, 2019 MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 
 
October 8, 2019  LWML MN North District Board Meeting, District Office 
October 10-14, 2019 Puerto Rico FORO in Orlando, FL 
 
November 14-16, 2019 Rural & Small Town Ministry Conference, Minneapolis 
 
December 1-2, 2019 MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 

Calendar of Events - 2018/2019 

Churches Celebrating Anniversaries 

July 14, 2019   100th Anniversary — Zion, Hoffman 

August 4, 2019   100th Anniversary — Bethlehem, Herman 

August 17-18, 2019  100th Anniversary — St. John’s, Akeley 

August 18, 2019   100th Anniversary — Redeemer, Plummer 

September 8, 2019   100th Anniversary — Zion, Ada 
 

Please contact the District Office if your congregation will be celebrating an Anniversary. 
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Rev. Andrew and Angela Ratcliffe at the arrival of a son, Eli Fenton, 

on May 29, 2019. 

Rev. Tim Renstrom (St. Stephen’s, Braham & St. John, Rush City),  

and family at the passing of his mother on May 17, 2019 

The Family of Rev. Lewis Reinemann (em., Duluth), who passed 

away on May 22, 2019. 

The Family of Rev. Dr. Dean Bell (em. Hendrum), who passed away 

on May 29, 2019. 

The Family of Rev. Dr. Ronald Lawrenz (em. Houston, TX), who 

passed away on May 28, 2019. 
 

Rev. Mark Johnson (em. Baxter), hospitalized in Brainerd. 

Mrs. Delores Kading, dealing with skin cancer. 

Mrs. LaVon Priebe, recovering after receiving a pacemaker. 

Jenny Schoessow, wife of Rev. David Schoessow (Christ, Superior, 

WI), dealing with health issues. 

Nancy Grzybowski, wife of Rev. Terry Grzybowski (Emmanuel, Elk 

River), recovering after a heart attack. 

Rev. Dean Stolz, (Zion, Crosby and Immanuel, Iron Hub), dealing 

with back issues. 

Rev. Norm Hanan, dealing with health issues. 

Mrs. Phyllis Jastram, who underwent surgery. 

Rev. Dennis O’Neill (Trinity, Ortonville), recovering after a fall and 

concussion. 

Rev. Ron Tibbets (em. Aitkin), who is recuperating. 

Rev. David Milz (St. John, Kimball), dealing with heart issues. 

Rev. Fred Kutter (Immanuel, Albany), dealing with an open sore on 

his foot. 

Rev. Larry Cain (em., Cromwell), recovering after back surgery. 

Rev. Victor Dorn, (em., St. Cloud), dealing with health issues. 

Mrs. Jolene Wagner (St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Perham), dealing 

with a blood disorder. 

Mrs. Sandy Lewis (mother of Rev. Daniel Lewis ( Joy, Cambridge) 

who is dealing with a serious health issue. 

Rev. Paul Dare’s (Zion, Alexandria) father, diagnosed with Cancer. 

The mother of Rev. Dennis McManus, facing a number of health 

issues. 

Mrs. Martha Buchholz (wife of sainted pastor Rev. Henry Buchholz), 

Richville, who is having health issues. 

Rev. Gunard Heikkila (em., New York Mills), who is dealing with 

health issues. 

Mary Langemo Hughes (daughter of Rev. Martin & Carol Langemo, 

Princeton), who is suffering from hyperacusis. 

Mrs. Melissa Martini-Tischer, wife of Rev. Steven Tischer (Zion, 

Princeton), diagnosed with sarcoidosis.  

Mrs. Phyllis Volkert (wife of Rev. Robert Volkert, em., Palisade), 

suffering with spine issues. 

David Rickbeil (brother of Rev. Blake Rickbeil, St. Paul, Bertha), who 

has been missing for several months. 
 

MN North District Seminary Students: 

LeAnn  Gregoire, Isle, Deaconess student at CTSFW 

Gino Marchetti II, Elk River, on vicarage in Beardstown, IL 

Joshua Mork, Moorhead, on vicarage in Pierce, NE 

Josef Muench, Duluth, on vicarage in Capistrao Beach, CA 

Stafford Thompson, Brainerd, on vicarage in Howard Lake, MN 

Stephanie Wilde, Parkers Prairie, Deaconess student on internship 

in Puerto Rico 
 

Those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of our District 

family: 

Rev. Noah Rogness, serving a Special Assignment in Washington DC, 

US Army Reserve 

LT Geoffrey Gronewold, Active Duty Chaplain, US Army—North 

Carolina 

Chaplain Captain Vincent Bain—Active Duty Chaplain, Fort 

Campbell, KY  

Chaplain Lt. Aaron Bell, son-in-law of Pastor Tom and Mary Brinkley 

(St. Matthew, Esko) – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy Camp 

Pendleton 

Chaplain LCDR John Thomson – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy 

Guam 

Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda Bonk —US Army 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth (em., Hibbing), LCMS endorsed Emergency 

Response Chaplain and Disaster Response Chaplain 

MSgt Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Don & Connie Fondow, Park 

Rapids—US Army 

Ensign Emily Geddes, granddaughter of Virginia Ansorge—US Navy 

Dennis Gerold, husband of DCO Abby Dawkins Gerold, US Air Force 

Timothy Milo, son of Rev. Frank & Sue Milo, —MN National Guard 

1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan Uhrinak, Crosslake, 

Air Force 

Sgt. Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & Bonnie Vrudny, 

Walker, with the Army Reserve Engineering unit in Mankato. 

Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene Wagner, Trinity, Deer 

Creek, National Guard 
 

Julie Grzybowski, daugher of Rev. Terry & Nancy Grzybowski, 

serving a two year Peace Corp Commitment in Ethiopia 

Missionaries Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serving as career 

missionaries through the LCMS in northern Asia, based in 

Tokyo, Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and 

Mrs. Phyllis Jastram) 

Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser, serving with Lutheran Bible 

Translators in Ethiopia. 

In Our Prayers 



Call Update 
MN NORTH DISTRICT Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

CALLS ACCEPTED 

 

CALLING CONGREGATIONS   

BACKUS, Emmanuel (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Frank Milo)  Called Rev. Erik Iverson, Seeley 

Lake, MT 

BELLINGHAM/CORRELL/ODESSA, Trinity/Grace/Trinity 

BROWNS VALLEY/CLAIRE CITY, SD, Zion/Zion  (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Larry Johnson) 

Called Rev. Ryan Eden, Meadow Grove, NE 

FAIR HAVEN, Concordia 

FISHER/EUCLID, Trinity/St. Paul (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala) 

GRANITE FALLS, St. Paul (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Don Polege) 

MOORHEAD, Our Redeemer (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. George Krueger & Rev. Adam Harvala) 

Called Rev. Duncan McLellan, Ankeny, IA 

PEQUOT LAKES, Gloria Dei (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Mark Johnson) Called Rev. Roger 

Sedlmayr, Twin Falls, ID 

SILVER BAY, Faith (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dean Rudloff) Called Rev. Stephen Preus, 

Vinton, IA, he declined the Call 

ST. CLOUD, Holy Cross (Senior Pastor) 

VILLARD/GROVE LAKE, St. John/Trinity 

WOOD LAKE, St. Luke’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jack Baumgarn) Called Rev. David Tilney, 

Cloquet, MN, he declined the Call. 

 

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 

Rev. George Morris, II, Called to Trinity, Oshkosh, WI, he declined the Call. 

Rev. Robin Collins, Zion Neshkoro, WI, he declined the Call. 

Rev. Micah Schmidt, Tacoma, WA 

 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CHANGES 

DCE Johnathon Bailey accepted the Call to Zion, Brainerd 
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Rev. Don Fondow, District President  don.fondow@mnnlcms.org  

Diana Ruopp, Admin. Ass’t     diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org 
 

Mission & Ministry Facilitators: 

Rev. Jeffrey Lee [MaCO]  jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 

Rev. Monte Meyer [PLaN]  monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org   
 

George Miller, LCEF/Office Manager     george.miller@mnnlcms.org   

Bookkeeper  -  Angie Ringstrom angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org  

LCEF        lcef@mnnlcms.org  

 

Church Worker Care Coordinator:  Rev. Paul Cloeter  

    paul.cloeter@mnnlcms.org 

 

Congregational Care Counselor: Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala  

    congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org  

 

Lutheran Witness Editor Rev. Philip Hoppe (320) 233-6138  

   the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  
  

Gift Planning Counselor: Mr. David Priebe   

   david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary:  Rev. Marty Mably, Elk River  

   pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  
 

District Treasurer:  Mr. Mike Uran  

   treasurer@mnnlcms.org    
 

Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

Rev. Ron Carnicom, Chairman (218/675-6532) constitution@mnnlcms.org 

Contact us: Mail:   PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604  e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org  

  Phone:   218/829-1781   800/482-5022   Minnesota North District website:  www.mnnlcms.org 

  Fax:  218/829-0037 
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