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On Palm Sunday, April 14, Zion, Alex-
andria, members reenacted the biblical 
story of Jesus Christ’s triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem. Jim Krueger portrayed 
Jesus. Gina Dahlen helped lead his 
horse through a crowd of people waving 
palm branches. Gina and her husband, 
Doug, owners of White Horse Ranch, 
provided the horse and a donkey.

This reenactment was part of what 
Zion calls “History on 3rd.” This event, 
formerly known as the “Passion Drama,” 
takes place outside the church at the 
intersection of Third Avenue and Lake 
Street each year.

A total of five scenes were presented on 
different dates. The nativity was depict-
ed on April 12. The crucifixion and the 
guarding of the tomb were presented on 
April 19. On May 30, the congregation 
depicted the ascension of Jesus. This 
completed Zion’s quick telling of Jesus’ 
earthly life to those in the community.

Scenes are presented in a drive-by man-
ner, but many park at Zion and walk 
over to view the scenes with narration 
on the Third Avenue lawn. More than 
18,000 cars drive by this location each 
day. It has become a family tradition for 
many in the area to attend.

Zion has been doing this for 23 years. 
About 60 to 75 people get involved in 
helping put on this event.

Zion’s members hope that this event 
serves many purposes, but there are two 

Despite the snow, Zion, Alexandria, members reenact the account of Palm Sunday.

that are the most important. They hope 
this will help those who already believe 
in Jesus and are part of Christ’s Church 
to remain focused on Jesus during these 
holy days. Furthermore, they pray that 
the Spirit will begin to do His work of 
calling people to faith who do not yet 

know Jesus and the power of His res-
urrection as they pass by on the road or 
stop to see what is being presented.

Members of Zion Lutheran Church are 
joined by members of Good Shepherd, 
Alexandria, in this endeavor.

Members of Trinity, Isle, recently 
made their annual mission trip to 
Feed My Starving Children in Coon 
Rapids. The activities included 
helping to pack 190 boxes of meals 
for the Guatemala Salesian Mis-
sions. The 14,040 meals that were 
packed will feed 112 children for a 
year at a cost of 22 cents per meal.

Mercy for hungry children
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Founded in 1987, Feed My Starving Children is a non-profit 
Christian organization that provides nutritionally complete 
meals specifically formulated for malnourished children.

Donations fund the various items needed for the healthy 

meals. Volunteers, like those from Trinity, then hand-pack the 
meals. Meals are donated to partners around the world, where 
children are fed and reminded of Christ’s love for them. More 
information about the organization and how to volunteer can 
be found at fmsc.org.

Members of St. John’s, Aitkin, very 
much look forward to “Family 
Fun Days.” The event has become 

a fun tradition and a wonderful way to 
bring members together in a less formal 
atmosphere.

Families are able to bond and get to 
know each other better. The congrega-
tion has a goal of making it clear that 
its members are family and “Family Fun 
Days” helps in this endeavor.”

Recently, families were invited to join 
each other for lunch at church, featur-
ing a taco bar. Since Lutherans love 
food, St. John’s uses the amazing people 
God has gathered to prepare the meals 
for these events.

After eating, families ventured to the 
Aitkin Lanes bowling alley, where they 
enjoyed several games of bowling even 
though the skill levels displayed may 
not lead anyone to play professionally 

soon. The smiles, laughter and high 
fives given after strikes were priceless.

The members were happy to see such 
a huge turnout for this event. St. 
John’s is blessed with amazing fami-
lies and volunteers to help make days 
like this possible.

The congregation is looking forward 
to its next “Family Fun Days,” which 
will be this summer. It is a joy for the 
participants to share life together 
with those who Christ has gathered to 
Himself.

St. John’s, Aitkin, is family!
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Summer season at Lutheran 
Island Camp is underway!

DISTRICT NEWS

Share your news

Rev. Paul Dare was 
installed as senior pas-
tor of Zion Lutheran 
Church and School, 
Alexandria, on March 
10. Paul’s wife, Rachel, 
works as a speech 
therapist in hospitals 
and rehab facilities. 

Dare graduated from 
Concordia University 
Chicago in 1996 and 
from Concordia Sem-
inary in St. Louis in 
2000. He had served 
as associate pastor of 
Holy Cross, St. Cloud, 
before becoming its 
senior pastor in 2004. 

The Dares have three 
children: Abby, Anna 
and Nathan.

From left, (front row) Revs. Brian Hopfesnsperger, Dane Compton, Tim Schiller, Dr. Donald Fondow, 
Dare, Donald Wilke, Roger Lange; (middle row) James Walberg, Dennis Angland, William Moeller, 
Mark Schwarz, Kirk Lee, Keith Weise; (back row) Roger Krebs, Jeffrey Rossand and Phillip Beyersdorf.

Blessings
in

Alexandria

“Forgiven” is the theme for Lutheran 
Island Camp and Christ Serve Ranch in 
2019. 

It is time to sign up for camp. There are 
great programs for all ages. The youth 
programs are for those ages 8 and older. 
Events last anywhere from two to five 
days. There are also Explorer Camps, 
which last a day. Youth programs 
include Bible study, worship, 
recreation, waterfront 
activities, crafts and 
much more. Youth 
can experience 
archery, sports, 
horseback riding, 
campfires and out-
door cooking.

Christ Serve Ranch is 

also offering exciting new opportuni-
ties this summer. Join the staff for a 
Minnesota Twins game on Lutheran 
Night, Aug. 5. The price of $60 to 65 
(depending on where you sit) includes 
a ticket and bus transportation to and 
from the game. It will help raise funds 
for continued development at the ranch. 
There will be two pick-up locations: 

Perham and Alexandria. 

An outdoor adventure 
on Aug. 10 features a 

canoe trip along the 
Mississippi River, 
led by Rev. Lynn 
Machula. For more 
information call 

218-583-2905 or visit 
islandcamp.org.

We are always in need of more sub-
missions for the Minnesota North Dis-
trict insert of The Lutheran Witness. 

Please submit anything of note in 
your congregation, announcements, 
special events or human interest 
stories that you or your organization 
would like published. Please send 
submissions to the.lutheran. 
witness@mnnlcms.org.

You may also mail your submissions 
to Peace Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 60, 
Finlayson, MN 55735, attn. Rev. Philip 
Hoppe. Please ensure photos sent 
electronically are high resolution.
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Learing from tradition
One of my members re-
cently commented that she 
thought my preaching had 
been really good lately. The 
comment was appreciat-
ed, unexpected and, yet, it 
didn’t surprise me.

The comment was appre-
ciated and unexpected 
because I have been serving 
my congregation — Re-
deemer — in St. Cloud for 
18 years. They know what 
to expect. They’ve heard the 
same old preacher for nearly 
two decades. Rarely does 
anyone comment on my 
preaching and that’s fine. 

The greatest joy I have in 
preaching is when people 
show up to hear God’s Word. 
If you want your pastor to 
be a good preacher, be in 
church every Lord’s day and 
pay attention. My great-
est Sundays are when one 
member who has been long 
absent from God’s house is 
present to hear His Word. 
That one member helps me 
to be a better preacher.

Yet the comment did not 
surprise me because I 
had recently changed my 
preaching. For the second 
time in my 30 years of being 
a pastor, I chose to use the 
historic one-year lectionary. 
Most LCMS congregations 
use a three-year series 
of readings developed in 
the 1970s. Your bulletins, 
reading inserts and pastor’s 
sermons are based on those 
appointed readings. 

The historic lectionary goes 
back to the early church. 
This is what I believe has 
changed my preaching for 

the better. I am reading old 
sermons. I am reading the 
sermons of Martin Luther 
and Johann Gerhardt, and 
also sermons by the church 
fathers. They are great; they 
rarely use cute stories or il-
lustrations to make a point; 
they use Scripture. I also 
believe that using the same 
readings every year will 
help teach us a solid set of 
biblical stories and accounts.

G.K. Chesterton wrote:
“Tradition means 
giving votes to the most 
obscure of all classes, 
our ancestors. It is the 
democracy of the dead. 
Tradition refuses to 
submit to the small 
and arrogant oligarchy 
of those who merely 
happen to be walking 
about.” (Orthodoxy, p. 85) 

This historic lectionary is 
the traditional lectionary of 
the Church. It predates the 
Roman Catholic, Lutheran 
and Orthodox churches. I’m 
not sure if my preaching is 
better, but I have enjoyed 
being schooled by the dead 
and letting their sermons 
teach and guide me. 

Encourage your pastor to 
look at the one-year lection-
ary. Advent is a great time to 
switch lectionaries because 
it begins a new church year. 
Whatever you do, don’t say 
to your pastor: “Here’s a 
suggestion to improve your 
preaching!” Instead, thank 
him for faithfully preaching 
Jesus to you.

Rev. Bruce Timm
Arrowhead Region Pastoral 
Counselor

LWML Retreat • Aug. 9-11 • Lutheran Island Camp
The facilitator is Rev. Bruce Timm. The topic is Every One His Witness. 
an LCMS evangelism program that teaches you to witness to friends, 
co-workers and any other non-churched people you may know.
The program focuses on listening to those who are unsure about 
Christianity, asking questions that aren’t accusatory and sharing the 
Good News about Jesus.
With the approach presented in this program, there’s no bashing, 
no judgment and no forced imposition of beliefs. Instead, there’s 
understanding, communication and honesty between friends. And 
Every One His Witness puts sound doctrine into practical action for 
sharing the faith with people in our everyday lives.

√ Check Before Aug. 1 After Aug. 1

 Friday-Sunday  $120 $130

 Friday-Saturday  $70 $80

 Saturday Only  $50 $60

Special Offers: Bring a “Retreat First Timer” and you both receive 
25 percent off the registration price. Also, young women ages 12-
18 receive a 25-percent discount.

Check here if a Young Woman 

Check here if a Retreat First Timer  

Name of person bringing you ________________________

Housing preference:  Cabin 	Retreat Center

The registration deadline is Aug. 1

There is an additional $10 fee for late registration.  
No refunds after Aug. 6.

Make check payable to: LWML MN North District
Send registration with check to: Corles Rainer,  
8813 – 71 Street SE, Clear Lake, MN 55319

Name  ____________________________________
Address  ____________________________________
  ____________________________________
Phone  ____________________________________
Email  ____________________________________
Special Needs  ________________________________
Roommates  ________________________________

LWML RETREAT REGISTRATION FORM


