
 
We Cannot Keep Silent 

Confessing the faith in the public square amid a secular age. 
 

 
 

AGENDA  
   

MONDAY, MAY 13 
(Chaired by Rev. David Mumme, First Vice-President, Minnesota South District) 

 

AM 

 
11:00 Registration (Upper lobby – Town Hall) 
 

PM Conference Sessions – Governor’s Ball Room (Upper Floor Maddens Town Hall) 

 
1:00 Welcome         Mr. Ben Thuringer, Madden’s Resort 
 
 
1:15 Devotion        Rev. Brady Finnern 
 
          3rd Vice President, MN North District 
 
 
1:30

 Helping the Church Recover Her Unique Voice  Pastor Jeff Evans 
          Minnesota Family Council 
 
           
2:45 Break 
 
 
3:00 Ladies’ Tea (Wilson Bay – Pemmican Room)    Ms. Emily Zinos, Project Coordinator 
          MN Family Council 
 
                                 
 
 
 

Too often the Church is treated like a voting block or pawed at by various special interest groups. When this 
happens, not only is our confession of the faith hindered but we also risk provoking the Bridegroom. Instead, 
the Church must keep focus on her first love and then publicly declare that love in the ways God Himself 
provides. But what does that look like? In this talk, we’ll consider Philippians 1:27 and then the example of 
the Apostle Paul in leveraging his earthly citizenship for the sake of his heavenly citizenship. Finally, we’ll see 
how organizations like Minnesota Family Council are seeking to equip and encourage the Church in this way, 
treating her with the love and honor she deserves. 



3:15  Surprising Secularism with the Gospel    Pastor Jeff Evans 
          Minnesota Family Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:30 Separate District Meetings (MNS – Town Hall Ballroom/MNN – Golf Villa A/B) 
 
 
5:15 Break for Dinner  
 
 
7:15 Pre-Service Music 
 Zion Lutheran Church 
 220 N 8th St, Brainerd, MN 55401 
 
 
7:30  Communion Service at Zion Lutheran Church, Brainerd  Rev. Steven Benson, Officiant 
          President Matthew Harrison, Preacher 

 

(Reception in the Church Hall following the Service) 

 
 

Note: Health Screening takes place in the Ramsey Room - Tuesday, 6:30 am – 11:30 am 

(Lower Level Town Hall – left hallway by display room)  

 

TUESDAY, MAY 14 
(Chaired by Rev. Dr. Karl Weber, First Vice-President, Minnesota North District) 

 

AM  
7:15 Breakfast  
 
 
8:30 Devotion        Rev. Brady Finnern 
 
 
8:45 Synodical President’s Report       Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, President 
          The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 
 
10:00 Break 
 
 
10:30 Q & A         President Harrison 
 
 
11:30 Conference Business 
 
 

PM 
Noon Lunch 
 

~ Afternoon Open ~  
 

An example: since January of this year, a select group of pastors from around the state have been visiting the 
Capitol to meet with and pray for legislators (regardless of party or policy) in accordance with 1 Timothy 2:1-
4. What do you think the response has been? Legislators are overwhelmingly positive, often curious, and 
regularly shocked that pastors would do such a thing. The broader point is this: As the Church and in this age, 
we once again need to believe and act as the “…church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of truth. Great 
indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness.” There are many other examples of how to surprise 
secularism by confessing the faith, but we need to be humbly encouraged to pursue the unique opportunities 
the Lord has placed before us in our communities. When we do so, secularism finds that its response is thin 
and unsatisfying (at best) in light of the riches of God’s grace. 



 6:00 Social Hour - Lower Lobby – Madden’s Town Hall 
 
 
6:30  Banquet        Entertainment:  Jeff and Tara Brueske 
 

LCEF-Sponsored After-Banquet Dessert - Ice Cream Social  

(Upper Floor of Madden’s Town Hall) 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15 
(Chaired by Rev. David Mumme, First Vice-President, Minnesota South District) 

 

AM 
7:15 Breakfast 
 
  
8:30 Devotion        Rev. Brady Finnern  
 
 
8:45 “Religious freedom: It’s not only about churches”  Rev. Jonathan Lange, Evanston, WY 
          Contributor, The Federalist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 Break 
 
 
10:30  “Bringing the Gospel to the public square”   Rev. Jonathan Lange    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11:45 Prayer and Sending        Rev. Brady Finnern 
 
 
Noon Lunch & Departure 

“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 

be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her 

salvation as a burning torch.”  ~ Isaiah 62:1 

The Christian faith is under assault both passively and actively. Not only are Christ's sheep being bombarded 
with false doctrine in every walk of life, increasingly they are also being required to speak and act contrary to 
the faith as a condition of employment, academic achievement, and even law. This presentation will give an 
introduction to these challenges and how the Christian pastor can equip and protect the flock.  

Engagement in the public square is often driven by the law. As such, ministers of the Gospel may not feel 
invited to participate. They may even believe that public engagement detracts from the Gospel mission of the 
Church. This presentation will introduce a new document published by LCMS Life Ministries to help pastors 
and congregations find the Gospel heart of today's pressing issues. A Gospel-centered approach gives both 
permission and encouragement to our congregations to speak boldly to the sin-darkened world. 



Presenter Bios 

 
Pastor Jeff Evans 

Minnesota Family Council 

 
Jeff Evans is the pastor of Christ Church Twin Cities, which is located in the western suburbs of Minneapolis. He 
and his wife, Chrissy, have five children from the ages of eighteen down to one. He serves as a founding board 
member of Agape Christi Academy, a classical, Christian school in Eden Prairie. In 2012, he began working for 
Minnesota Family Council on a part-time basis, but last December he was put on full time loan to MFC to launch 
the Church Ambassador Network. In his spare time, he enjoys reading, cycling, and hunting. 

 

Rev. Jonathan Lange 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Evanston, WY & St. Paul Lutheran Church, Kemmerer, WY 

 
The Rev. Jonathan Lange is a graduate of Concordia University Chicago (1986) and Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne (1990). After serving a dual parish in Spencer and Lynch, 
Nebraska for six years, he was called as pastor of Our Saviour Lutheran Church in Evanston, 
Wyoming and later, also to St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Kemmerer, Wyoming where he has 
served since March of 1997. 
 

He and April have been married for 27 years and are blessed with nine children and an unborn grandchild. 
 
He has published articles in outlets as diverse as Logia, Concordia Theological Quarterly, The Federalist, Public 
Discourse, LCMS’ Notes for Life, Reporter and Lutheran Witness, as well as LFL’s Life Issues. He is a past editor 
of Semper Reformanda: Online Journal for Lutheran Reformation.  
 
He has presented papers at the Association for Confessional Lutherans, St. Louis Symposia, Wyoming District 
Pastors Conference, Tell the Good News about Jesus Convocation, the North Texas Free Conference, and the 
Association of Confessing Evangelical Lutheran Congregations.  
 
Beginning in 2013 he became an active voice in the public square through his service as Marriage, Life and 
Family Facilitator for the Wyoming District, Chair of the LCMS District Life Coordinators, founding leader of the 
Wyoming Pastors Network, weekly columnist for the Uinta County Herald, regular guest columnist for the 
Wyoming Tribune Eagle in Cheyenne, weekly radio guest on the Chuck Grey show 1230am Casper, Wyoming, 
and editor of the LCMS’s Free to Be Faithful Newsletter. 
 
 
Ms. Emily Zinos 

Minnesota Family Council 

 
Emily Zinos is the Project Coordinator for Ask Me First MN, an initiative from Minnesota Family 
Council that educates citizens on the consequences of the transgender trend. Emily has 
published articles in First Things and Public Discourse , and contributed to the development of 
the Parent Resource Guide , which prepares Minnesota parents to constructively engage with 
their child's public school. Married with seven children, Emily brings a mother's perspective to 
the work she does to uphold the truth and dignity of every person. 
 

 
"The Brueskes" (Tara and Jeff Brueske-brother/sister duo)  

 
The Brueskes is a brother/sister vocal duo in the tradition of the classic 
crooners. Their sound is reminiscent of Harry Connick Jr., Tony Bennett, and Ella 
Fitzgerald with the harmonies of Steve Lawrence and Eydie Gorme, artfully 
accompanied by piano and upright bass. They perform a lively program of 
American standards from Rogers and Hammerstein to the Carpenters.  Growing 
up together in an LCMS pastor's family, music was an ever-present 
blessing.  Jeff and Tara's early love for music deepened with their continued 
study and experience across many musical genres over the years.  They bring 
an engaging warmth and excitement to every performance, and are delighted to 
be a part of this year's State Pastors Conference! 


