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Recently, I was talking with an individual who
told me that he was heading for vacation at a
location that was going to be much warmer
than Minnesota. He said: “I’ll be thinking of you
while I’m relaxing on the beach soaking up the
warmth of the sun.” To which I responded: “If I
were you, I would make sure you read ‘Ten
Dangers at the Beach.’ It might make you think
about staying home when you have to watch
out for rip currents, shorebreak, lightning,
tsunamis, jellyfish, heat and sunburn, harmful
algal blooms, water quality, marine debris, and
sharks.” To which he quickly replied: “I think I’ll
take my chances!”

pursues us all the way, nowhere we rest
securely.

But we don’t travel alone. We walk with Jesus
all the way, His guidance never fails us. Within
His wounds we find a stay when Satan’s power
assails us. And by His footsteps led, our path
we safely tread. No evil leads our soul astray;
we walk with Jesus all the way.

During this Season of Lent we are pointed to
Jesus’ cross. The cross assures us of our
triumph over all the dangers of this life. We can
be “confident of this,” the Apostle Paul wrote,
“that He who began a good work in you
[namely that of bringing you to faith
in Jesus] will bring it to completion
We can be “confident of this,” the
at the day of Jesus
Apostle Paul wrote, “that He who began
Christ” (Philippians 1:6).

a good work in you [namely that of
bringing you to faith in Jesus] will bring it
to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ” (Philippians 1:6).
Hans Adolf Brorson, a Danish pastor/bishop
began one of his well-known hymns with the
words: “I walk in danger all the way.” That
phrase certainly sums up a Christian’s walk
through life, whether we’re in 20 below zero
weather or putting on sun screen. Rev. Brorson
was certainly not immune to the sorrows of
life: he had a son who suffered with insanity
and his first wife died quite young.
Every day the devil seeks to devour our souls
with his schemes, deceits, and lies. Every day
our sinful flesh tries to raise its ugly head in our
lives. Every day we walk in danger of being
deceived by the world in which we live.
Wherever we turn there are dangers, both
from within and without. We pass through
trials, with sin and ills contending; and death

Our Lord isn’t about to give up on us
now. Our Lord doesn’t begin a
project and then walk away from it.
Hans Brorson knew that. He began
his hymn with the words, “I walk in
danger all the way,” but look at how he
concludes it: “My walk is heavenward all the
way.”
Thanks to the cross. “there is nothing in all the
world” ---no, nothing— “that will ever be able
to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39). Thus, there are
only two things that can happen in our life –
and both of them are good. The one is that
while we live our Savior is with us. The other is
that when we die, we will be with our Savior.
Thanks to the cross, we can live and die
triumphantly!
A blessed Lenten and life journey to you with
Jesus our Savior.
President Don Fondow
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Happening around the District...
March 6th, Ash Wednesday
Lenten services have begun
throughout the District Rev.
Andrew Ratcliff (St. Paul’s
Perham), Rev. Jared Nies (St.
John, Corliss) and DCE
Christopher Brown (St.
Paul’s, Perham) are seen
here introducing the
imposition of ashes to
students at St. Paul’s
Lutheran School in Perham.

EveryONE His Witness Workshop

You are cordially invited to attend the 2019 Lutheran Hour
Ministries RALLY CELEBRATION (SPONSORED BY MINNESOTA
SOUTH LLL). The Minnesota South District of the International
Lutheran Laymen’s League is hosting an “Old-Fashioned”
Lutheran Hour Rally on Sunday, March 17, 2019, 4 p.m., at
Hosanna Lutheran Church in Mankato, Minnesota. Features
include:


A powerful message from Lutheran Hour speaker Rev.
Michael Zeigler



Music from the Hosanna praise band



A massed choir composed of members from southern MN
area churches



A Ministry expo where you can learn more about LHM
Resources and sharing the Gospel

For more Rally information and registration details, please
contact Rev. Greg Heidorn at 507- 273-8546. Download
Bulletin Announcements HERE.

The LCMS EveryONE
His Witness
Workshop was held
at three MN North
District churches
during the last
month. Participants at St. John, Park Rapids, are pictured above. To
learn more about hosting the Workshop, contact Pastor Jeff Lee at
the District Office (218-829-1781 or jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org)

LHM Rally Choir
All singers, children to adult, are invited to sing in the massed
choir at the LHM Rally on March 17. Choir members should
download, print, and learn these three pieces (click on
the title to bring up the piece): Lord Keep Us Steadfast in
Your Word, The Lord Bless You and Keep You, and Now
Thank We All Our God. Rehearsal will be 2 - 3:30 p.m. at
Hosanna Lutheran Church in Mankato, with the rally
beginning at 4 p.m. Contact David Mennicke with any
questions.

Expand your library….

Installations
Rev. William Aufdenkamp was installed as Pastor at Christ
Lutheran Church in Elbow Lake and Zion Lutheran Church in
Hoffman on Sunday, March 3, 2019. Please keep him and his wife,
Deb, in your prayers.
Rev. Paul Dare was installed as Senior Pastor at Zion Lutheran
Church and School in Alexandria on Sunday, March 10, 2019.
Please keep him, his wife Rachel and their children in your prayers
during this time of transition.

Pastor Ed Borchardt at Bethlehem, Frazee has a
number of books looking for a new home. His
collection includes commentaries, ministry resources
and other good reads. Contact him at (218) 535-0283
to arrange pick up.
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Spiritual Lay Leadership Training
Saturday, April 6, 2019 | 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Trinity Lutheran Church
New York Mills, MN
Cost: $10 for materials
Free Will Mission Offering Lunch

The objective of this interactive training is that you will be equipped
to fulfill your elected responsibilities with spiritual leadership.

CHURCH TECHNOLOGY
WORKSHOP
Saturday, June 8th
9:00 am - 2:00 pm
@ Good Shepherd Alexandria
We are excited to present the 1st Annual MN North District
Church Technology Workshop! We will be offering a number of
sessions for those just starting out and those looking for fresh
new ideas. We need your help!! Please click the link below and
fill out a brief survey to help us get our schedule ready.

COMPLETE the SURVEY

Presented by Ted Kober of Ambassadors or Reconciliation, this
training aims to equip leaders for being more effective and
productive in their work. Leaders learn proactive skills for avoiding
destructive conflicts and reconciling relationships while solving
problems.

Register Here
Benefits
We will begin with reflecting on what the Scriptures teach regarding
lay leadership roles. We’ll identify what frustrates you most as a
leader. You will review what your congregation’s governing
documents and policies state regarding your roles, and then you
will have the opportunity to see some sample documents that have
been used in other congregations. You will learn practical ideas for
fulfilling your responsibilities toward your pastor and other
members of the congregation.

"Our Pastors, school principal and all the leaders
in our church, and their families (who we very
often overlook) need our ongoing support in so
many ways. I personally will continually look for
ways to care for these people."
Elder at recent Spiritual Lay Leadership Training event

Topics will include:









WEBSITES
SOCIAL MEDIA
EMAIL MARKETING
VIDEO RECORDING/STREAMING
LUTHERAN SERVICE BUILDER
WORSHIP SOUND
DATA MANAGEMENT
ONLINE GIVING

Who Should Attend?
Lay leaders play important roles in the life of the congregation. But
while often gifted and trained in other vocations, lay leaders rarely
receive training for their unique roles. This results in quality leaders
experiencing personal frustration while disappointing their
professional church workers, other leaders, and congregational
members. In worst case scenarios, congregations suffer from a lack
of trained leadership, unresolved conflict, apathy, and people
leaving the church. In other words, the work of Christ and his
message is weakened.
Those who have benefited from our past training include board
members, pastors, elders and other lay leaders, teachers,
administrators, circuit counselors, district and synodical presidents,
counselors, lawyers, business people, and more.
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TOUR THE HOLY LAND
Beloved in the Lord Jesus, you are invited
to join me (on my 23rd tour), a native of
Israel born in Nazareth on a Journey to the
Holy Land–Israel for an experience of a
lifetime. We will depart from Minneapolis
on September 19 and return on October
1...walk where Jesus walked...walk where
every page of the Bible is seen in its
original context alive...cruise the Sea of
Galilee...climb the Mount of Olives and
view the Old City of Jerusalem...visit
Tabgha, scene of the Miracle of the Loaves
and Fishes… experience the Mount of
Beatitudes, site of the Sermon on the
Mount and where Jesus chose His Twelve
Apostles...walk the Via Dolorosa (Road of
Suffering) to the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher...stroll in the Garden of
Gethsemane...visit Bethlehem, the Church
of the Nativity and much more…
What to expect: During this 13-day tour,
you will experience the sounds, smells and
sights of two civilizations the old and the
new. You will stand at the crossroads of
history and feel the vibrant influence of
how this land shapes all other lands.

We will do more than just visit sights. We
will go off the beaten path and have
personal and daily devotions. The Bible will
be our map and guide. Experience the Holy
Land–a place like no other. Please join me
on this blessed adventure
The price is $4,050.00 and includes: air fare
from Minneapolis to Tel Aviv and back to
Minneapolis, hotel accommodations (for
double occupancy) tips, entry fees and all
meals.
For further information contact:
Pastor Nabil Nour
46448 263rd St.
Hartford, SD 57033
605-526-3571 (Office)
605-201-6998 (Cell)
preachermanfootwasher@gmail.com
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Stewardship Allergy
A recent read of the 2018 book The Coddling of the American Mind by Greg Lukianoff and
Jonathan Haidt created a very interesting stewardship thought.
These authors were seeking to identify and address serious issues on college campuses.
One of their observations concluded that many of the ideas which percolate on campus
stems from the environment in which the current students were raised.
One of the identified parenting patterns was one of “antifragility.” This concept is one
that the current collegiate student body has been reared with:
an aversion to risk. Despite the rise of things like the X Games,
most kids are taught to avoid risk at all cost. READ MORE...

MN NORTH DISTRICT EVENT
The Lumberjack Experience
Monday, July 15th | 12:30 - 2:30 pm | Concordia St. Paul
Cost: $30/person (includes lunch)

REGISTER HERE
ALSO… order your District T-Shirts!!
More information about purchasing
T-shirts can be found a the District
Event Registration Site

VISIT THE GATHERING WEBSITE

MN NORTH DISTRICT COORDINATOR
DCE Chris Brown
St. Paul’s, Perham
(218)346-7725
dcechristopher@arvig.net
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Short Term Agricultural Missionaries in Kenya
Jacque Breman, Alexandria, MN | Dale & Lisa Wehmeyer, Mascoutah, IL
Thank you for the support that
you gave Lisa and myself both
before and during our mission trip
to Kenya.

Central American Lutheran Mission
Society has summer internship
opportunities for college students.
CLICK HERE to learn more.

Our teaching was focused on
improving the soil health, maize
planting and fertilization, and

About CALMS

help our neighbor in need. God’s blessings
to all the people and the work that sustains
this program!
Blessings,
Dale and Lisa Wehmeyer
storage of the crop after harvest. These
topics were identified early on by our team
as a focus area for the people in the area we
visited. It was rewarding to see the desire
of the people to be taught and to learn of
practices that would help them to improve
the well-being of their families. Being able
to share with them God’s Word as we
taught made it extra special. There is a
great need to expand this program into
many more villages. Being able to apply
some of the teachings will give an
opportunity to improve the yields they
experience and preserve the harvested crop
much longer than they presently
do. Together with “Feeding the body so one
can feed the soul” offers hope and a better
future for families in this area we visited.

Jacque Breman’s mission team reports:
Pastor is Secretary to the Diocese and
organized our teaching sessions, sometimes
combining congregations. The team had
Long but satisfying days, with Jacque
showing how to better feed families
through improved crop production and
pest control, and the pastors and
evangelists feeding the souls during
devotionals at training sessions.

We pray that this program might have full
support in coming years as we reach out to

The Central American Lutheran Mission
Society helps congregations send
“global teams” on “missionary
exercises” using the best mission
practices available today. Strategies
employed may include: medical/dental/
vision clinics, sports camps, building
homes and other construction projects,
teaching English, bible study,
intercessory prayer, house-to-house
visitation, leadership training, or
children/youth ministry. Whatever the
ministry strategy, the passion is to see
committed disciples flourish in their
faith!
CALMS has been used by the Lord of the
Harvest to create meaningful mission
connections between Central American
communities and US congregations
since 1999. A full-time Executive
Director is based in Minnesota. A fulltime Business & Logistics Officer is
based in Wisconsin. Five members of
the board hail from Indiana, Texas, and
Wisconsin. Full-time country directors
and their auxiliary staff reside in
Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Panama.
CALMS is a religious not-for-profit
incorporated in the state of Texas. As a
501c3 organization donations are gladly
received and are tax deductible.

Churches Planting Churches Conference | May 4
Does your church want to spread the Gospel--but you're not sure how? This conference will give high-quality training for established
congregations, empowering those courageous congregations to give birth to daughter churches, multi-site churches, and new ministries
that are biblically missional and have organizational integrity. The conference will be held at Holy Cross in Rochester and run 9 a.m. - 3
p.m. The cost is just $15, to cover lunch and snacks. Register here.
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You Can Do It…. Start Small
I am looking out my window this morning at
my snow covered yard. Back in November, I
put Frosty out in the back, and plugged him
in. Over the Christmas and New Year holidays
he blessed our cold nights with a warm glow.
Later in January, I unplugged him. Now he
just stands there, cold and frozen like the
rest of the yard. At least I don't have to mow
the lawn for a few more months!

Intercom/E-News
6
by Peter Meier

take those steps. When we get big, or mega,
we'll start to mentor others. When we have
more members, we'll multiply. When we find
the people with the right gifts, we'll invite
them to apprentice.
Remember the mower. Now is the time to
start. Start small.
Smaller churches and groups may believe
that ministry in their community is more of a
challenge for them than for larger churches.
They have smaller budgets, and a smaller
pool of involved people. That is true, but God
has supplied them with what they need to do
something, to start something.

Thinking of mowing the green growing grass,
I smile. I'm remembering the days when my
youngest son, Daniel, would help me mow
the lawn. With his little Fisher-Price mower,
he followed my steps carefully. This routine
helped him to learn to love mowing the lawn.
Start small.
A few years later, he took over the job. In
fact, he got to the point where he could do a You may not have much money, or many
better job than his dad. I admit it.
people. But you have opportunities. There
are people around you who need help. You
One of the neatest things as a grandpa
can love them. You can serve them in the
happened last fall. While visiting Daniel and
name of Jesus. You can get to know your
Jessica, I offered to cut the lawn, as Daniel
neighbors, your neighborhood school,
was busy with work. Pretty soon, Jack was
neighborhood shops, and people of
right behind me with his little Fisher-Price
mower, following my steps carefully. He did influence. These are people who know the
community. Visit them. Ask them questions
this regularly with his dad, learning this
about their work, about the people they
important life skill, just as his dad learned
work with, their hopes and dreams for the
from me.
community. Listen for needs and assets.
There's a missional point to this. A mission
Write them down. Gather a small group to
multiplication point. It's called discipling,
talk about how you can make a difference.
mentoring, apprenticing. It needs to take
Start small.
place in our families, our groups, our faith
communities, our churches
Sometimes, we think that we're too small to

Doxology’s primary purpose is to provide
training in advanced pastoral skills while
offering ongoing spiritual care opportunities
for Lutheran pastors. Pastors from the
Minnesota North District are eligible to
receive a $1000 grant toward the Classic
program graciously provided by the
Minnesota North LWML. Contact Nancy
Ewert, newert@doxology.us for details.

It won't just happen. You will need to be
intentional. Normal church rhythms,

Shepherd's Canyon Retreat offers seven
carefully designed days of individual,
couple, and group Christian counseling for
Pastors, Missionaries, Rostered Teachers,
Directors of Christian Education,
Deaconesses, and their spouses. Learn more
by visiting the Shepherd’s Canyon WEBSITE.

programs, member issues, transactional
business - these will keep you busy. If you let
them. Set some time aside to spend with
people, especially people outside your
church. And take someone else along with
you. Church leaders - ask your pastor how
much time he spends with people in the
community. Ask him to "tithe" his time in the
community.
Preaching alone won't get the job done.
Pastors may be excellent preachers and Bible
teachers, but if pastors and church leaders
aren't in the community, meeting people,
making friends, attending high school events,
they will only be reaching the already
reached. Relationships are key. The Great
Commission tells us to GO and make
disciples. I sometimes say that G-O stands for
"get out" - get out of the church building, get
out of the office, get out of the pews, and get
out into the neighborhood! That's where the
gospel is shared in real life, real time, with
real people.
You can do it. Start small. Start in your own
neighborhood. Discover how you can love
and serve your neighbors. How can you make
it a better place? How can you make God's
SHALOM visible, tangible for your
community? You can't do everything, but you
can do something. What is that for you?
Rev. Dr. Peter Meier is the Executive Director
for the Center for United States Missions. You
may contact him at peter.meier@cui.edu

Grace Place Wellness is a preventive
wellness ministry that seeks to positively
impact the ministry of Christian
congregations by encouraging workers in
the church to lead the rich and full lives that
Jesus intends for all of His children. Learn
more by visiting their website:
www.graceplacewellness.org.
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2019 MN STATE BIBLE BOWL
Saturday, April 6th, 2019
CONFERENCES & WORKSHOPS
Prayerfully Consider Campus Visit
March 21–23
This free, three-day campus visit runs twice a year (once
in the spring and again in the fall) and is open to both
second-career men and women as well as to college
students considering a future vocation as a pastor or
deaconess. Visitors will stay in the dorms, eat in the
dining hall, attend classes, and explore campus,
experiencing life as a Seminary student. Spouses and
fiancés/fiancées are also welcome at no cost.
To register, go to www.ctsfw.edu/PCV. For questions or
concerns, contact Admission@ctsfw.edu or call (800)
481-2155.
Golf Outing & Alumni Reunion
May 15–17
This year’s Alumni Reunion for the classes of 1949–
2014 will celebrate all those who graduated in the years
ending in 4 and 9. The Golf Outing on the 15th is open
to all, including local pastors and congregations.
Registration is not yet available for either event, but will
open soon. Learn more at www.ctsfw.edu/Alumni.

SAVE THE DATE
Church Interpreter Training Institute
June 13–16
CITI trains its students in the specifics of church sign
language, to help equip Deaf ministry programs to
better serve Deaf people with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Students of all experience levels are welcome,
from American Sign Language interpreters to
professional church workers and congregation
members eager to serve the people in their home
churches.
Learn more and register at:
www.lutheranfriendsofthedeaf.org/citi
Christ Academy: Timothy School
June 16–29
Summer learning retreat for high-school-aged men.
Learn more and register at www.ctsfw.edu/CATS.
Christ Academy: Phoebe School
June 16–29
Summer learning retreat for high-school-aged women.
Learn more and register at www.ctsfw.edu/CAPS.

The Annual MN State Bible Bowl will again be held at CSP on April 6th,
2019. Questions will be from the Gospel of Mark. For more information
contact Pastor Steve Breitbarth: s.breitbarth@mchsi.com

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please update your records to note the new address for:
Mrs. Ida Sass
1115 4th Avenue North #509
Sauk Rapids MN 56379
(320) 258-8604

DID YOU KNOW?
Lutheran Island Camp and Christ
Serve Ranch have an Amazon Wish
List. Items on the list range from
Environmental Science learning tools
to life jackets. Help them get ready
for summer by purchasing a gift from the list. Your gift ships directly to
camp! Find the wish list HERE!
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Zion Lutheran School in Alexandria, MN
would like to take this opportunity to thank
all of those people in the Minnesota North
District who participate in the CROSS appeal.
This money is very useful in supplying special
items that we need for our school that are
not in our current budget.
Another “thank you” goes out to Pastor Paul
Dare who was installed as our senior pastor
on March 10th. It is wonderful to have him
here.
Our theme for this school year is: “Be still and
know that I am God” from Psalm 46:10. Our
162 students, fifty-nine in preschool and 101
in grades Kindergarten through Grade 8 hear
this message about God every day.
Zion Lutheran School is currently going
through the National Lutheran School
Association accreditation process. This
process is recognized as an accrediting
agency by the state of Minnesota and by the
entire United States. Zion was first
accredited in 2004, re-accredited in 2013,
and is now going through reaccreditation
again. We will have a team of six people
coming to visit our school in April to verify
our self-study process.
This year was our first year with a robotics
team. This team was led by three fathers of
students in our school. Team members
enjoyed this year and learned a lot.
Please visit our website at:
www.zionalexschool.org. Whenever you are
in Alexandria feel free to come and visit our
school in action.
Thanks again for helping us with your
monetary offerings and prayers so that we
can continue to offer a Christ-centered
education to our student.
Muriel Stark, Principal

The second film in the award-winning Patterns of Evidence series –
this one called Patterns of Evidence: The Moses Controversy, is
coming to over 900 theaters nationwide this March for 3 showings on
3 days only as a Fathom Event. It will be in theaters on Thursday
March 14th at 6:30 PM, Saturday March 16th at 12:55
PM and Tuesday March 19th at 6:30 PM. There is a half-hour preshow beforehand, and the main show will begin promptly at the
posted show time (unlike typical films).
This one will tackle the issue of whether Moses could have written
the first books of the Bible (the Torah) or not. The Bible (in over 40
places) says he did, but most mainstream scholars today say that he
didn't, and that it was written a thousand years after Moses as a
mixture of oral tradition and myths. Follow Timothy Mahoney as he
travels to the lands of the Bible and to leading scholars in search of
answers. Could the Hebrews actually have invented the world's oldest
alphabet in Egypt just in time for Moses to use it for writing the first
books? Come see the remarkable pattern of evidence in Patterns of
Evidence: The Moses Controversy.
Go to the Patterns of Evidence website to see the trailer of this
compelling film, and to purchase tickets. Group tickets also available
for groups of 10 or more:
https://patternsofevidence.com/moses/
To find theater locations and availability, and to purchase tickets, click
the GET TICKETS NOW button at the website.
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Dear Partners in Mission,

Download the Newsletter HERE!

Minneapolis, Here We Come!
The LCMS 2019 National Rural & Small Town Mission Conference will be
held Nov. 14–16 in Minneapolis, Minn., at the Doubletree by Hilton
Bloomington-Minneapolis South.
The blessings and challenges facing rural
and small-town congregations today will
be addressed. Congregations will be
encouraged to cultivate ways to become
healthy churches, eager to bear witness
for Christ, able to show mercy to those in
need in communities and develop a
robust life together with fellow
members. We hope you’ll join us by
registering now and reserving your spot!
Speakers and Session Topics Keynote
speakers will include Rev. Todd
Kollbaum, director, LCMS Rural & Small
Town Mission and Dr. Harold L. Senkbeil,
Executive Director for Spiritual Care,
DOXOLOGY. Rev. Robert Zagore,
executive director, LCMS Office of
National Mission, will lead the theme
Bible study of the conference. Breakout
topics include dealing with addictions,
mental health, young adults in ministry,
bi-vocational pastors, stewardship,
community engagement, partnering with
LERT, online education and many other
topics affecting our rural and smalltown
congregations. There is something
planned for everyone … from layperson
to pastor, student to teacher! We
encourage you to bring your whole
family to spend a few days together!
Enjoy the Mall of America and take
advantage of the special family rates that
include access to all conference
activities. Don’t forget that a special
track for Youth Ministry will be returning
this year, led by youth peer leaders and
specially meant for your youth to join

you as well; this option will have a
limited number of seats and require
attendance in all six sessions. RSTM
Apparel › This year we will have a theme
t-shirt in addition to our standard
apparel, available in blue, short sleeve,
youthadult S-XL $8 each ($10-2XL, $143XL, $16-4XL), and blue, long sleeve,
youth-adult S-XL $10.50 ($12.50-2XL,
$14.50-3XL, $16.50-4XL). › Available in
gray or white, men’s and women’s polos
sizes S to XL are $19 each, and sizes 2XL–
6XL are $21 each. (Other styles, different
prices.) Order your RSTM apparel and
help “Reach Rural America for Christ!”
Order by Oct. 15, either online when
registering or by contacting our office, so
that you can pick up your shirt at the
RSTM National Conference. Registration
Adult registration for the conference is
$225/person and includes all plenary and
breakout sessions, materials, Thursday
dinner, Friday lunch and dinner and
more. See our full form for rates for
youth, students, families, couples, meals
only and groups. Contact our office with
questions. Hotel reservations must be
made separately from conference
registration. The Doubletree is offering a
rate of $100/ Single or Double plus
applicable taxes for our group including
breakfast buffet per day per occupancy
level; complimentary self-parking;
complimentary airport and Mall of
America shuttle. More information and
online registration can be found at
lcms.org/rstm/ conference.

It is with great thankfulness to you that I
am writing. With your support over the
past two years, I have now successfully
completed my service as an LCMS GEO
missionary. The Lord kept me in His care
during my service overseas, and blessed
me with experiences that challenged what
I thought I was capable of and filled my
heart with pure joy as I saw him work in
and through the mission. With His
guidance, and your prayers and
encouragement, I was able to serve and
live in ways I never imagined possible in
order to proclaim and further the spread
of the gospel.
You might be wondering, 'So what's next?'
Truth is, I'm wondering the same thing. I
have recently returned to my home in
Wisconsin and am living with my family
until the dust settles and I gain some
direction on what to do in this new, but
familiar context. I remind myself that God
is good all the time and directs the paths
of his followers when we walk with Him.
Interested in a visit? I may be available to
schedule a visit to your congregation in the
near future to talk about my experience.
Or, if you are in the area and would like to
grab coffee and hear about how the Lord
was and continues to be at work in the
mission field of Latin America & Caribbean.
If you wish to stay in contact with me,
please send an email to
natalieh5454@gmail.com or reach me by
phone: (262) 355-5454.
Many thanks
for going on
this journey
with me. May
the Lord bless
and keep
you!
Hugs,
Natalie
Howard
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MAIN STREET LIVING is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by
participating pastors of the Minnesota North, Minnesota South and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS,
along with a 30 minute remastered program called “This is the Life” from Lutheran Hour Ministries. It airs
on Sunday Mornings throughout the state of Minnesota.

Main Street Living North

made to use just one central website
address at www.mainstreetliving.com. On
“MAIN STREET LIVING NORTH” is broadcast the home page you will then need to click on
the link identified as “North (Fargo)”. The
at 9:00am Central time on the following
picture will be the same, but you will be on
FOX stations: KVRR Fargo-Moorhead
Channel 15.1, KBRR Thief River Falls-Grand our ND and MN North District page.
Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR Jamestown
A reminder of the matching funds offer from
Channel 7.1, KNRR Pembina Channel 12.1, the Main Street Living NETWORK continues
AND at 10:00am Central (9:00am
until $16,000 of new donations are received!
Mountain) on the following WDAY &
To add your much needed financial support,
affiliate Xtra Channels: WDAY Xtra Channel checks may be sent to “Main Street Living
6.3 Fargo-Moorhead, WDAZ Xtra Channel
NORTH”, 821-5th Ave. S., Fargo, ND 58103,
8.3 Grand Forks, KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3
or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal
Bismarck/Dickinson, and KMCY Xtra
account on the web site. Thank you and
Channel 14.3 Minot/Williston – as well as
God’s blessing in Christ!
the cable and satellite systems carrying
April 2019 Program Notes:
these stations, some of which may have a
different channel number, and archived on April 7: Rev. Ed Borchardt, Bethlehem
www.mainstreetliving.com (then click on
Lutheran Church, Frazee, MN, presents the
“North (Fargo)”.
message: “Strength Doesn’t Come From
Within” based on Philippians 3:8-14. Today’s
“Faith comes from hearing the message –
and the message is heard through the word special LHM Easter program is: “The Puzzle
Club Easter Adventure”.
of Christ.” (Romans 10:17). We are so
privileged to be used of God to
communicate the message of Christ crucified
and risen - through our television and
internet ministry! Please consider sharing
information about MSL with at least one
new person this month.
While the number of questions about the
website changes have decreased; perhaps
one more brief reminder that you need to
drop/delete the word “north” when making
an internet search for archived programs or you’ll get a furniture store in Colorado
called Main Street Living. Now that our MSL
NETWORK is broadcasting in six different
areas in the upper Midwest, a decision was

April 14: Rev. Chris Brademeyer, St. John
Lutheran Church, Oakes, ND, presents the
message: “Who is this King?” based on
Matthew 21:1-9. Today’s special LHM Easter
season program is: “Easter Is”.
April 21: Lutheran Hour Speaker, Rev. Dr.
Michael Zeigler, delivers today’s Easter
message. Today’s special LHM Easter season
program is: “3 Days ”.
April 28: Rev. Robert Wentzel, Trinity
Lutheran, Bemidji, MN, presents the
message: “My Name Is Thomas”” based on
John 20:19-31. Today’s This Is The Life
program is: “Miracle in Chinatown”.

Main Street Living Twin Cities
“MAIN STREET LIVING TWIN CITIES” is
broadcast every Sunday from 10 to 11 a.m.
on WFTC channel 29/9-2. For more
information, check out the Twin Cities tab
at mainstreetliving.com.
Preachers Needed - Main Street Living
Pastors! Are you interested in delivering a
Gospel-centric sermon on Main Street
Living? Call Rev. Bob Schulze for more
details at 952-223-2154.

Main Street Living Northland
“MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND” is
broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and
cable and satellite systems carrying these
stations. All current shows and
information about Main Street Living can
be found at www.mainstreetliving.com
and past programs are archived on
https://vimeo.com/user82955593

April 2019 Program Notes:
Sunday, March 31, 2019
Pastor Kirk Schield
Christ Lutheran Church—Superior
Sunday, April 7, 2019
Pastor Jim Anthony
Redeemer & Centennial—Deer River/
Squaw Lake
Sunday, April 14, 2019
Pastor Matt Kohl
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church—Cloquet
Sunday, April 21, 2019 - EASTER SUNDAY
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Speaker, Lutheran Hour Ministries
Sunday, April 28, 2019
Rev. Donald Fondow
President, MN North District
“Fear NOT!”
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mission minutes
Rev. James NS Kollie serves Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church and School in Cotton Tree,
Liberia. Below, school children pack the pews
in the church building. Pastor Kollie plans to
pursue a Doctorate Degree at CTS, Fort
Wayne, IN, with hopes of then teaching
pastors in Liberia. His children Jamesetta
(teacher student at CSP), Gifty (deaconess
student at CUC) and Diane (high school
student at King of Kings, Roseville, MN) are all
studying in the US with plans to return to
Liberia to use their education. Funds collected
and disbursed to date for the School:
$123,085; for Pastor Kollie’s education:
$51,337; for Jamesetta’s education: $9,060;
and for Gifty’s education: $13,518. Donations
can be sent to: MN North District, PO Box
604, Brainerd, MN 56401. Please
SPECIFICALLY designate your donation on the
memo line of your check.

Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan
Kaiser are part of a partnership
between Lutheran Bible Translators
and the Ethiopian Evangelical
Church. They ask for prayers for
the 15 students in the Bible
translation program. Susan is a
former member of Redeemer
Lutheran
Church in
Willmar.
Learn more
HERE.

From Britt Odemba, Project 24 Missionary:
“The younger students from each project 24 site, participate
in two Catechetical Club events each year. These events
provide opportunities for spiritual growth, training, team
building and athletics. However, the secondary students
who have graduated, are unable to participate as they reside at various
boarding schools throughout Kenya. Following discussions with our Project 24
director, John Kissinger, the ELCK committed to hosting a Bible Camp specifically for
the secondary students in the program. The Bible Camp would be a three-day event
during the month of November, after the school year had ended and the children
would be free to attend. This year, the evangelists or chaplains of each Project 24 site
came together and planned the Bible Camp.” Read more in Britt’s newsletter HERE.
Support for Project 24 to date is $111,334. Visit the Project 24 website HERE. Support
for CCC: Kenya date is $16,661. Visit the CCC Kenya website HERE.

Support for any
of these
missionaries can
be sent to:
Minnesota
North District—
LCMS, PO Box
604, Brainerd,
MN 56401 —
earmarked for
the specific
mission or
missionary.

Rev. Dr. Daniel (son of sainted pastor
Rev. Robert and Mrs. Phyllis Jastram)
and Dr. Joan Jastram serve as
missionaries in northern Asia. Pastor
Jastram serves as a manager for theological education in
Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan. He assists the regional
director in mission planning as well as developing,
coordinating, and supporting theological educational
activities; makes periodic visits to seminaries in the
region; and supervises theological educators throughout
Asia. Read the Jastram’s newsletter HERE.
Rebecca Wagner, LCMS Missionary serving as
International Ministry Coordinator at the U
of MN and University Lutheran Chapel. Learn
more in Rebecca’s latest newsletter HERE.

In Puerto Rico, long-term disaster relief efforts at the mission’s various Casa de Amparo y
Respuesta al Desastre (House of Refuge and Disaster Response) mercy houses continues. From
these places, LCMS missionaries and Puerto Rican Lutherans offer food, water and other basic
necessities to community members affected by the hurricane. Two MN North Teams will be
traveling to Puerto Rico in 2019 to work
on both Construction and Mercy
projects. To learn more about this
opportunity, contact Rev. Jeff Lee at
jeffery.lee@mnnlcms.org.
Learn more about LCMS mercy projects
and a $600,000 from the Harold C. Smith
Foundation for continued efforts in
Puerto Rico HERE.
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Calendar of Events - 2018/2019
March 22-25, 2019

FORO Meeting, Mayaquez, Puerto Rico

April 6, 2019
April 6, 2019
April 9, 2019
April 19-22, 2019
April 27, 2019

MN North District State Bible Bowl, Concordia University, St. Paul
Spiritual Lay Leadership Training, Trinity, New York Mills
LWML MN North District Board Meeting, District Office
Easter Break—District Office Closed
LWML “Follow MY Lead” Event, Trinity, Staples

May 4, 2019
May 11, 2019
May 13-15, 2019
May 17, 2019
May 19-20, 2019
May 27, 2019
May 30-June 3

LWML “Follow MY Lead” Event, St. Matthews, Esko
LWML “Follow MY Lead” Event, Our Savior’s, Crookston
State Pastors Conference at Madden’s, Brainerd
Track Meet, St. Paul’s, Perham
MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office
Memorial Day—District Office Closed
Synod Convention Floor Committee Meetings in St. Louis, MO

June 3, 2019
June 7, 2019
June 8, 2019
June 20-23, 2019

School Marketing Conference, District Office
Parish Nurse Conference, District Office
Church Technology Workshop, Good Shepherd, Alexandria
LWML National Convention in Mobile, AL

July 4, 2019
July 9, 2019
July 11-15, 2019
July 21-25, 2019

Independence Day—District Office Closed
LWML MN North District Board Meeting, District Office
National Youth Gathering, Minneapolis, MN
LCMS National Convention, Tampa, FL

August 7-8, 2019
August 26-27, 2019

New Workers Orientation, District Office
Circuit Visitors Conference, District Office

September 2, 2019
September 22-23, 2019

Labor Day—District Office Closed
MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office

December 1-2, 2019

MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office

Churches Celebrating Anniversaries
May 19, 2019
August 17-18, 2019
August 18, 2019
September 8, 2019

40th Anniversary — Shepherd of the Lake, Garrison
100th Anniversary — St. John’s, Akeley
100th Anniversary — Redeemer, Plummer
100th Anniversary — Zion, Ada

Please contact the District Office if your congregation will be celebrating an Anniversary.
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In Our Prayers
The family of Marvin David, father-in-law of Rev. Jim Meyer (cand.,
Thief River Falls, MN) who passed away on March 9th.
Rev. John Bumgardner, undergoing tests.
Rev. Norm Hanan, dealing with health issues.
Mrs. Phyllis Jastram, who underwent surgery.
Rev. Lewis Reinemann (em. Duluth), dealing with health issues.
Rev. Dennis O’Neill (Trinity, Ortonville), recovering after a fall and
concussion.
Rev. Ron Tibbets (em. Aitkin), who is recuperating.
Rev. David Milz (St. John, Kimball), dealing with heart issues.
Rev. Marty Porter (Zion, Sauk Centre), recovering after surgery.
Rev. Fred Kutter (Immanuel, Albany), dealing with an open sore on
his foot.
Rev. Larry Cain (em., Cromwell), recovering after back surgery on
November 29th.
Rev. Victor Dorn, (em., St. Cloud), dealing with health issues.
Mrs. Jolene Wagner (St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Perham), dealing
with a blood disorder.
Mrs. Sandy Lewis (mother of Rev. Daniel Lewis ( Joy, Cambridge)
who is dealing with a serious health issue.
Rev. Paul Dare’s (Holy Cross, St. Cloud) father, diagnosed with
Cancer.
The mother of Rev. Dennis McManus, facing a number of health
issues.
Mrs. Martha Buchholz (wife of sainted pastor Rev. Henry
Buchholz), Richville, who is having health issues.
Rev. Gunard Heikkila (em., New York Mills), who is dealing with
health issues.
Mary Langemo Hughes (daughter of Rev. Martin & Carol Langemo,
Princeton), who is suffering from hyperacusis.
The mother of Rev. Micah Schmidt (Living Branch, North Branch)
who is ill.
Mrs. Melissa Martini-Tischer, wife of Rev. Steven Tischer (Zion,
Princeton), diagnosed with sarcoidosis.
Mrs. Phyllis Volkert (wife of Rev. Robert Volkert, em., Palisade),
suffering with spine issues.
David Rickbeil (brother of Rev. Blake Rickbeil, St. Paul, Bertha),
who has been missing for several months.
MN North District Seminary Students:
LeAnn Gregoire, Isle, Deaconess student at CTSFW
Gino Marchetti II, Elk River, on vicarage in Beardstown, IL
Joshua Mork, Moorhead, on vicarage in Pierce, NE
Josef Muench, Duluth, studying at CTSFW
Stafford Thompson, Brainerd, studying at CTSFW
Stephanie Wilde, Parkers Prairie, Deaconess student at

CTSFW
Those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of our District
family:
Rev. Noah Rogness, serving a Special Assignment in
Washington DC, US Army Reserve
LT Geoffrey Gronewold, who is in training for Military
Chaplaincy, US Army
Chaplain Captain Vincent Bain—Active Duty Chaplain, Fort
Campbell, KY
Chaplain Lt. Aaron Bell, son-in-law of Pastor Tom and Mary
Brinkley (St. Matthew, Esko) – Active Duty Chaplain—US
Navy Camp Pendleton
Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda Bonk —US
Army
Rev. Steve Breitbarth (em., Hibbing), LCMS endorsed
Emergency Response Chaplain and Disaster Response
Chaplain
MSgt Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Don & Connie Fondow,
Park Rapids—US Army
Ensign Emily Geddes, granddaughter of Virginia Ansorge—US
Navy
Dennis Gerold, husband of DCO Abby Dawkins Gerold, US Air
Force
Timothy Milo, son of Rev. Frank & Sue Milo, —MN National
Guard
Chaplain LCDR John Thomson – Active Duty Chaplain—US
Navy Guam
1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan Uhrinak,
Crosslake—Air Force
Sgt. Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & Bonnie Vrudny,
Walker, with the Army Reserve Engineering unit in
Mankato.
Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene Wagner, Trinity,
Deer Creek, National Guard
Julie Grzybowski, daugher of Rev. Terry & Nancy Grzybowski,
serving a two year Peace Corp Commitment in Ethiopia
Missionaries Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serving as career
missionaries through the LCMS in northern Asia, based in
Tokyo, Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram
and Mrs. Phyllis Jastram)
Missionary Rebecca Wagner, LCMS Missionary serving as
International Ministry Coordinator at the University of
Minnesota and University Lutheran Chapel
Missionaries Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser, serving with Lutheran Bible
Translators in Ethiopia.

Call Update
MN NORTH DISTRICT Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
CALLS ACCEPTED
ALEXANDRIA, Zion, Sr. Pastor. Rev. Paul Dare accepted the Call. Installation March 10,
2019.
CALLING CONGREGATIONS
BACKUS, Emmanuel (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Frank Milo)
BAGLEY, Redeemer (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dan Domke) Calling 2019 Seminary Graduate
together with Trinity, Bemidji
BOVEY/MARBLE, Mt. Olive/Grace (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Steve Breitbarth) Calling 2019
Seminary Graduate

BROWNS VALLEY/CLAIRE CITY, SD, Zion/Zion (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Larry Johnson)
EVANSVILLE, Trinity (Millerville) (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Roger Lange)
FISHER/EUCLID, Trinity/St. Paul (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala)
LEAF VALLEY/S. EFFINGTON, Ebenezer/St. James, Calling 2019 Seminary Graduate
MOORHEAD, Our Redeemer (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. George Krueger & Rev. Adam
Harvala) Called Rev. Brad Birtell, Madison, NE, Declined the Call
PEQUOT LAKES, Gloria Dei (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Mark Johnson)
SILVER BAY, Faith (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dean Rudloff) Called Rev. John Frahm,
Boulder Junction, WI, Declined the Call
ST. CLOUD, Holy Cross (Senior Pastor)
WOOD LAKE, St. Luke’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jack Baumgarn)
OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES
Rev. Brady Finnern, Called to Mt. Calvary, Indianola, IA. He Declined the Call.
Rev. Mark Hesse, Called to Trinity, Covington, MI. He Declined the Call.

Rev. Timothy Nerud, Called to St. John, Geneseo, IL.
Rev. Philip Beyersdorf, Called to St. Mark’s, Minot, ND
COMMISSIONED MINISTER CHANGES
Zion Lutheran Church, Brainerd, Called DCE Jonathan Bailey (currently completing his
Internship at Zion, Brainerd)
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Contact us:

Mail:
PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN 56401-0604
Phone: 218/829-1781 800/482-5022
Fax:
218/829-0037

Rev. Dr. Don Fondow, District President
Diana Ruopp, Admin. Ass’t

don.fondow@mnnlcms.org
diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org

Mission & Ministry Facilitators:
Rev. Jeffrey Lee [MaCO]
Rev. Monte Meyer [PLaN]

jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org
monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org

George Miller, LCEF/Office Manager
Bookkeeper - Angie Ringstrom
LCEF

george.miller@mnnlcms.org
angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org
lcef@mnnlcms.org

Church Worker Care Coordinator:

Vacant

Congregational Care Counselor:
Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala

congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org
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e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org
Minnesota North District website: www.mnnlcms.org

Lutheran Witness Editor
the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org
Rev. Philip Hoppe (320) 233-6138
Gift Planning Counselor:
Mr. David Priebe

david.priebe@mnnlcms.org

District Secretary:
Rev. Martin Mably, Elk River

pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org

District Treasurer:
Mr. Mike Uran

treasurer@mnnlcms.org

Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships:
Rev. Ron Carnicom, Chairman (218/675-6532) constitution@mnnlcms.org

