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Science allows us to discover 
some of God’s design in His 
magnificent creation. He in-

tends for this creation to bring glory 
to Him as we see His care and char-
acter in the things He has created.

Providing Lutheran schools and 
teachers with resources to share 
details about God’s handiwork gives 
students an opportunity to experi-
ence “his eternal power and divine 
nature…being understood from 
what has been made, so that people 
are without excuse” (Rom. 1:20). 
The Christ Serve Ranch science 
library, which provides science 
resources and curriculum, was pre-
sented at the August meeting of the 
Minnesota North District Lutheran 
educators.

The partnership between Lutheran 
schools, Christ Serve Ranch and the 
district seeks to promote excellence 

SCIENCE KITS FOR SCHOOLS

“For every 
house is 
built by 
someone, 
but God is 
the builder 
of every-
thing.”
Heb. 3:4

in science education, and to reward 
Lutheran educators with opportuni-
ties to share their gifts and passions 
with others. Sarah Nies of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran School, Perham, received 
a stipend for her work on a science 
kit that early-elementary teachers 
can access to teach their students 
the basics of coding and robotics. 
A group of sixth- through eighth-
grade students from St. John’s 
Lutheran School, Elk River, helped 
to develop a kit of science resources 
to teach other students about the 
Earth’s fresh water.

Other kits available in the early 
stages of the program include 
weather, forces and motion, rock 
and mineral identification, and 
chemistry concepts.

Curriculum that acknowledges 
God’s sovereign role in creation, sci-
ence lab equipment, and cross-cur-

ricular components including 
informational text, are included in 
each kit to allow teachers maxi-
mum flexibility in creating lessons 
to meet the needs of their unique 
classrooms. If you are interested in 
receiving more information about 
this program, contact Stacy Lung at 
stacylung75@gmail.com.

Sarah Nies of St. Paul’s, Perham with a 
Dash robot part of a K-2 coding kit.

On Aug. 8-9, the Minnesota North 
District held an orientation for 
church workers who have come 
into the district over the previous 
year. This orientation is an annual 
event. The workers and their 
spouses were able to meet District 
President Rev. Dr. Don Fondow as 
well as many ministry partners 
and staff who will be invaluable to 
their work in the district.

Staff and new workers attending the orientation were, from left (front row ) Rev. Dr. Donald Fondow; Rev. 
Kent and Susan Borglum; Rev. Michael and Sherri Metzler; Hannah Batchelder; Linda Crosswhite; Elizabeth 
Wagner; (back row ) Rev. Monte Meyer; Rev. Jeffrey Lee; Deaconess Sarah Newton; Rev. David Edge; Rev. Joel 
Newton; Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala; Rev. Mark Schwarz; Rev. Andrew Ratcliffe; Rev. Thomas Batchelder; Rev. Joseph 
Crosswhite and Rev. Jacob Wagner

Welcome new workers!
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Grace Lutheran Church, 
Hibbing, celebrated its 100th 

anniversary on June 30 and July 1. The 
festivities kicked off with a fellow-
ship gathering Saturday. Those in 
attendance could view history pages 
highlighting the past 100 years, as well 
as browse the many photo albums and 
photo boards that were on display. Fol-
lowing a group photo and 100 rings of 
the church bell, a service with Matins 

100
YEARS!

was held. Leading the service were 
the Revs. Timothy Yearyean, pastor of 
Grace; and Donald Schmiege (1985-
91), Mark Palmer (1992-2009) and 
Steve Breitbarth (2009-12), all former 
pastors at Grace. After the service, 
dinner was served.

After dinner, several special guests were 
recognized. Peter and Faith Jonas were 
welcomed; Faith is the eldest daughter 

of the Rev. Wilbur Franzmeier, and she 
was also an organist at Grace. A letter 
from Pastor Franzmeier, who served 
from 1961-69, was read as he could not 
attend the celebration. Also recognized 
was Lynn Palomaki, the wife of the Rev. 
Thomas Palomaki, who served from 
1970-85. She attended with their son, 
the Rev. David Palomaki. 

Also recognized were Schmiege; 

Palmer, his wife, Beth, and their eldest 
daughter, Emily; and Breitbarth and his 
wife, Janelle.

Also, a letter from the Rev. Darrell Mat-
thews was read. Matthews led a deaf 
ministry at Grace from 1984-86.

The congregation also recognized Joann 
Ulrich for her 30 years of service as sec-
retary and Amy Jaynes for her service 
as organist since 1991. In addition, two 
long-time and active members at Grace, 
Maxine Corradi (baptized Feb. 25, 1931) 
and Caroline Andrican (baptized April 
30, 1933) were acknowledged.

A video was shown of the former 
church building on Sixth Avenue as 
part of the history of Grace.

On Sunday, brunch followed worship. 
After the service, a letter from the Rev. 
Dr. Donald Fondow, Minnesota North 
District president, was read, which con-
gratulated the church on its 100 years 
of God’s rich blessings.

Prior to the event, the Hibbing Daily 
Tribune published a picture of the 
church and an article about the  
celebration. Pastor Yearyean and some 
of the members were quoted about the 
history of Grace to highlight the celebra-
tion to the community. To commem-
orate the celebration, member Marie 
Skog made a quilted banner. T-shirts 
and cookbooks that contained recipes 
from members past and present were 
also sold.

Pray for, welcome your circuit visitor

The circuit visitors of the Minnesota North District gath-
ered Aug. 27-28 at the district office in Brainerd for their 
conference.

Circuit visitors are charged with a wide range of respon-
sibilities that often are not seen by many members of the 
congregations they help serve. The times when circuit 
visitors are most visible in their roles are probably when 
they advise congregations that are working through the 
process of calling a pastor, and when they are involved in 
dispute-resolution processes.

Aside from being responsible for visiting each congrega-
tion in their circuit for encouragement and support, the 
main work a circuit visitor does is likely visible only to the 
congregational pastors. Circuit visitors chair the monthly 
circuit pastor conferences, and in that capacity often give 
much pastoral support, care and encouragement. This is to 
say nothing of the large role circuit visitors have in help-
ing pastors overcome the sense of isolation that can easily 
plague them by facilitating both professional collegiality 
and good old-fashioned fellowship and connection between 
pastoral brothers.

For the opening day, after initial refreshments and wel-
come, the circuit visitors spend a good deal of time digging 
into the guidelines and expectations of the office as laid out 
in the circuit visitor manual.

Additionally, they were addressed by the Rev. Dr. Larry 
Harvala, district Congregational Care counselor; the Rev. 
Jeffrey Lee, Mission facilitator; and the Rev. Monte Meyer, 
Parish Life facilitator.

The second day focused on more practical questions, and 
by giving the circuit visitors time to examine and work 
through case studies with the goal of helping them think 
through ways to prudently, compassionately and, above all, 
faithfully address situations that might arise in their own 
contexts.

Given the ever changing challenges our churches face in a 
rapidly changing world, please keep your circuit visitors in 
your prayers, and continue to encourage and support them 
when they perform their official visits to your congregation.

Pictured from left, 
the Revs. Jona-
than Varns, Mon-
te Meyer, Michael 
Nielsen, Dr. Tim 
Rehwaldt, Dr. Lar-
ry Harvala, Jeffrey 
Lee, Loren Kruse, 
Tim Renstrom, 
Michael Breach, 
Brady Finnern, 
William Mo-
eller Jr., Donald 
Fondow,  Kirk Lee, 
Blake Rickbeil, 
Dr. Karl Weber, 
Rob Franck, 
Dennis Angland, 
Matthew Vrudny, 
Noah Wehrspann, 
Del Meyer, David 
Becker and Paul 
Dare.

The Rev. Thomas Batchelder was ordained 
and installed as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, Evergreen, during special services 
on July 8. Batchelder recently completed his 
studies at Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Fort Wayne. Participating in the service were, 
from left (front row), the Revs. Bruce Noen-
nig, Del Meyer, Dr. Donald Fondow, (district 
president and installer), Batchelder, Del 
Stohs, Jared Nies; (back row) Richard Boehn-
ke, Jacob Wagner, Dr. Karl Weber (district 
vice-president), David Walsh, Matthew Meyer 
and Andrew Ratcliffe.

Blessings in Evergreen
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Our greatest comfort 
By October each year, we have reached the 
20th Sunday of the Pentecost season — the 
season of hearing about Jesus’ ministry of 
teaching and healing the people from town 
to town. 

He demonstrated two merciful characteris-
tics. He had sympathy, to feel “with” some-
one, as we heard weeks ago in Mark 6:34:

“And He had compassion on them, 
because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd.” 

Jesus also had empathy; it means to feel “in” 
someone — that is, to see the world through 
their eyes or walking in their shoes. In sym-
pathy, He came among us to help us see that 
our God is merciful in compassion, sees our 
need and He is strong to help us in our sorrow 
and to lift us out of trouble.

But His empathy was even greater! Says  
Heb. 4:15:

“For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weak-
nesses, but one who in every respect 
has been tempted as we are, yet without 
sin.” 

The Son of God did not just observe our need 
and come alongside us for supporting com-
panionship. Jesus is our heaven-sent Priest 
who has also lived out our own heartaches 
and sorrows, knowing them firsthand and 
through our human eyes. His empathy on the 
cross, knowing our painful and lonely sepa-
ration from our Father firsthand, has become 
our salvation!

In our faith, we feel compassion for those 
who are troubled; we may even have walked 
in similar shoes at one time. But the greater 
thing we can bring to them is the Good News 
of the One who has the power to strengthen, 
heal and save them: Jesus our High Priest 
and sinless advocate before the Father’s 
throne. He will be their greatest comfort.

Rev. Matthew Vrudny
Park Region Pastoral Counselor

Marilyn Hiltel
LWML District President
6850 Golden Spike Road,  
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
president@lwmlmnn.org 
320-387-2219

Don’t miss this opportunity!
Two Young Woman Representatives (YWR) are being 

sought to attend the LWML 38th Biennial Convention 
June 20-23 in Mobile, Ala. 

YWRs must be a member of a Minnesota North District 
congregation and have not previously attended a nation-
al LWML convention as a YWR. The age preference is 
between 18 and 35 years old. A candidate will have a deep 
love and devotion for her Lord Jesus Christ and be willing 
to participate in the full scope of the convention, including all special YWR 
activities. Potential YWRs will need to be able to be away from home/work for 
the entire convention and the travel time involved. 

The LWML Minnesota North District has made a financial commitment to 
send selected YWRs to the convention in Mobile. The two selected YWRs 
must commit to providing a convention report at the LWML Minnesota 
North District Convention in 2020.

Applications can be found at lwmlmnn.org/youngwomen.html and in the 2018 
fall packet that will be handed out at fall zone rallies. Applications are due by 
Dec. 1. For more information about YWR activities or how to apply, contact 
Beth Dinger, Young Women Chairman, at youngwomen@lwmlmnn.org.

Zion Evening 
Guild, Alexandria, 
enjoys taking a field 
trip in June of each 
year. For the 2018 
trip, the ladies went to 
Lutheran Island Camp/
Christ Serve Ranch. 
They were toured the 
facilities, had Bible 
time and saw Hannah 
Cabin  — their “adopt-
ed cabin.” A special eve-
ning at a special place!

Quilting superheroes
The quilting ladies of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, rural Ada, are pictured with some of the 
quilts they made in 2017-18. These dedicated 
ladies gather together every Wednesday during 
the winter months for Bible study, fellowship 
and quilting. Last year they made more than 
100 quilts and will exceed that amount this year. 
The quilts are sent to Lutheran World Relief.

From left, Connie Anderson, Verona Heiraas, Arlene 
Sip, Sandra Berglind and Melodie Hobbie.

Ladies 
visit 
district 
camps


