
DISTRICT NEWS

MINNESOTA NORTH SEPTEMBER 2018  /  1

  /
 S

E
P

T
E

M
B

E
R

 2
0

1
8

See BEV, page 2

MINNESOTA NORTH

aQ&A
BEV OLSEN
with

‘This is Bev’

If you’ve ever had to call 
the Minnesota North District 
office over the past 30 years, 
chances are pretty good that 
the first words you heard 
were, “Minnesota North  
District, this is Bev.”

How long have you worked for the Minnesota North 
District?
I began in December 1985. Prior to that time, I had 
also served as a parish worker at Emmaus Lutheran 
Church, Alhambra, Calif.; the Southern California 
(now Pacific Southwest) District office in Los Ange-
les and at Trinity Lutheran Church, New York Mills. 

What led you to work at the district office? 
My husband, Glen, and I and our three children 
were living in New York Mills when Glen was 
offered a job in Brainerd. Our pastor, the Rev. Burt 
Benson, was on the Mission Board of the district at 
that time and found out that there was an open po-
sition at the district office. I applied with the office 
manager, Orval Prothe, and was offered the position 
before we moved in November 1985.

What is your favorite memory from working for the 
Minnesota North District?
They are all about the people that I have been privi-
leged to meet and work with over the years. During 
my first year, the Rev. Dr. August Mennicke was 
elected to the position of LCMS first vice-president. 
Five of us from the district office — Paul and Gerry 
Brill, Tessie Blanck, Viv Nielsen and I — traveled 
to St. Louis to attend his installation. It was a very 
memorable trip with experiences that we remem-
bered and talked about for years. First vice-pres-
ident of the district, the Rev. Dick Guehna, then 
became the district president. Pastor Guehna was 
my release time teacher in Perham when I was in 
junior high, so it was fun to work with him and get 
to know him years later.

The Rev. Dave Strohschein served as interim 
president, followed by the Revs. David Bode and 
Don Fondow. Until 2005, I was the administrative 
assistant for the staff counselors, or facilitators, in 

Bev Olsen has been a fixture of our district for many years, and 
has been a tremendous asset to the district congregations. 
Aside from her countless duties in helping the district officers 
whom she has worked with, she has been a fount of information 
for all sorts of inquiries and effectively connects people to the 
parties or resources they needed.

However, her long years of faithful service in the district offices 
have drawn to a close. As of August, Bev has formally retired 
from her position. It goes without saying how much she will 
be missed by many people throughout the district, even as we 
rejoice with her in the new stage of life she is entering. 

By way of a farewell from The Lutheran Witness newsletter (for 
which she has been a tremendous resource), it seemed fitting 
to give her an opportunity to share a little about herself and her 
time at the district offices.
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Summer 2018 
will be remem-
bered as “great” 

for Lutheran Island 
Camp and Christ 
Serve Ranch. Near 
record attendance 
for youth camps was 
eclipsed by two full 
family weeks, a horse 
outreach program 
(HOP) was booked 
and had a waiting 
list, and excellent 
outdoor education 
for both public and parochial 
schools was held.

The summer started off with 
more than 300 students 
attending several outdoor edu-
cation events, which were held 
primarily at Christ Serve Ranch. 
The students came from public 
and parochial schools. While 
the program relied mostly on 
fixed signs to share the truth of 
creation to public schools, more 
than one child was heard to say, 
“Hey, that’s a Bible passage.”

It was a wonderful summer with 
terrific weather — some heat but 
plenty of time to swim and enjoy 
outdoor activities. Well over 950 
children attended the regular 
camps, including children who 
were enrolled in the residential 
programs, six Day Camp offsite 
programs, and five Day camps at 
the Island and the Ranch.

The July family week was so full, 
there were no beds left open. 
August was only slightly less full. 
The ranch horses worked just 
about full-time with nearly 140 
riders this summer, a 25 percent 
increase over last year.

Lutheran Island Camp’s theme 
this year was “By Faith,” based 

LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP

Thanks for a  
memorable summer

the district. These included Paul Brill, Bob Golnitz, the 
Revs. Rick Hans, Dr. Jim Uhrinak, Paul Biegner, Don 
Fondow, Jeff Lee, Dave Strohschein, Jon Rusnak and 
Monte Meyer. When Tessie Blanck retired in 2005, I 
began working as administrative assistantt to President 
Fondow. 

Jerry Lundwall, George Miller and David Priebe have 
worked with the LCEF and Gift Planning and so many 
great ladies have been part of the support staff. In 
addition to Tessie and Viv Nielsen, they include Angie 
Ringstrom, Michelle Hanson, Sue Schmidt, Diana 
Ruopp and many others.

What will you miss most?
The people — the district staff, the pastors, board and 
committee members — all of them!

Do you have any exciting plans once you are retired?
I plan to spend time with my family, which now 
includes Glen, our three married children and eight 
grandchildren. We love to travel, so perhaps I’ll see 
some of the folks around the district as we visit differ-
ent places in Minnesota. 

Are there any parting words of wisdom?
I would encourage those who come after me to contin-
ue treating everyone who calls or stops in with kind-
ness and respect and to be as helpful as possible. Step 
in and do whatever is needed and enjoy the journey!

on Hebrews 1. Participants 
learned about some of the great 
heroes of faith throughout the 
ages and about the strength that 
God gave to these faithful folks 
despite their own doubts and 
struggles.

Lutheran Island Camp and 
Christ Serve Ranch have been 
providing excellent programs for 
more than 65 years now. The fa-
cilities, staff and resources of the 
camp continue to be a support 
for the ministry of the Minneso-
ta North District congregations. 
Retreat programming will soon 
begin.

The camp hosts family re-
treats, youth and confirmation 
programs, quilting and craft 
retreats, a men’s and a women’s 
retreat coming up in 2019 and 
other congregational opportu-
nities.

The wonderful support that 
Lutheran Island Camp receives 
from the congregations, orga-
nizations and individuals of the 
Minnesota North District allow  
more than 50 percent of the 
actual cost for every child who 
comes to camp to be covered. 
Thank you for making 2018 
such a wonderful success.

Evi Moss, left, and her daughter, Sharon Maunula, 
exemplified the “Tea Pots and Cookie Jars” theme 
of the recent Girls Night Out at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Isle. More than 90 church women and 
guests attended the annual event, sponsored by 
Trinity’s LWML. The evening featured a salad bar 
and dessert, door prizes for children and adults, and 
entertainment provided by Tom and Sue Dominik, a 
singing duo from Onamia.

Tea 
ears
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INSTALLATIONS
The Rev. Joel and  
Deaconess Sarah  
Newton received their first 
calls to serve at St. John’s, Park 
Rapids. Joel was ordained and 
Sarah was commissioned on 
June 2. The couple was installed 
at St. John’s during a special 
service on June 24. From left, 
the Rev. Tim Ludwig; Joel and 
Sarah Newton; the Rev. Dr. 
Don Fondow, district president 
and installer; and the Rev. Tim 
Neubauer.

The Rev. Mark Schwarz 
was ordained and installed as 
pastor of Trinity, Carlos, on July 
1; his first call after graduating 
from Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis. Participating were, from 
left, (front row ) the Revs. Roger 
Lange, Schwarz, Kirk Lee (district 
vice-president and installer), 
Del Stohs; (middle row) Dane 
Compton, Robert Brueske, James 
Walburg; (back) Jeffrey Ross, Don 
Wilke, Roger Krebs, William Mo-
eller Sr., Michael Metzler, Noah 
Wehrspann, Dennis Angland, 
Philip Beyersdorf, Brent Parrish 
and Terry Finnern.

The Rev. Michael Metzler 
began service in the office of the 
Holy Ministry when he was or-
dained and installed as pastor of 
his first parish, St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, Hinkley, on June 24.
Participating in the service were, 
from left, (front row) the Revs. 
Vernon Dorn, Tim Renstrom,  
Metzler, Glen Kleppe, Tony 
Cloose; (back row) Loren Vogler, 
Brad Vogt, Philip Hoppe, Mark 
Maunula and George Morris II. 
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Angels 
“Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe 
may have no power over me.” 

Thus writes Martin Luther in both his morning and eve-
ning prayers in the Small Catechism. Sept. 29 is the day of 
St. Michael and All Angels. It is good, right and salutary 
that the Church should have a day to remember the angels 
and take comfort in them.

The root meaning of angel is “messenger” and the angels 
serve God by bringing the message of Christ to the world. 
The angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would con-
ceive the Christ. An angel convinced Joseph not to divorce 
Mary. Angels announced Jesus’ birth. An angel warned 
Joseph to flee to Egypt for safety with his family. Angels 
ministered to Jesus in the wilderness after His temptation. 
An angel rolled the stone away from the tomb. Angels 
announced the resurrection. They attended to Jesus at the 
Ascension and proclaimed His return to earth. 

(Hint: If someone thinks he or she has seen an angel and 
that angel isn’t talking about Jesus, it likely wasn’t an 
angel. More likely it was a demon. The angels of Scripture 
are all about Jesus.)

The idea of guardian angels comes from Matt. 18:10, when 
Jesus says:

“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. 
For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see 
the face of My Father who is in heaven.” 

Jesus says “their” angels, indicating that in some way the 
angels are assigned to watch the little ones. Jesus also 
indicates that the angels are looking to the Father. The 
angels do not receive their directions from us, but from His 
Father because His Father knows best.

Your guardian angel is not a loved one who now looks over 
you. Humans are not — and do not become — angels. 
Angels are not humans (although some have momen-
tarily taken human form). Rather, as Luther teaches us in 
his prayers and according to God’s Word, the angels are 
military messengers. They fight against the forces of the 
evil one so that the message of Jesus can be heard and we 
can be kept by faith in Jesus until He comes again with the 
angels. 

The angels are another gift of God for your faith and life. 
Don’t forget to celebrate St. Michael and All Angels on 
Sept. 29.

Rev. Bruce Timm
Arrowhead Region Pastoral Counselor

Marilyn Hiltel
LWML District President
6850 Golden Spike Road,  
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
president@lwmlmnn.org 
320-387-2219

LWML Sunday 2018
The first Sunday in October is traditionally set aside for the obser-
vation of LWML Sunday, but it may be celebrated at any time.

Need a break from this busy life and always wondering what might 
happen next? Then take a look at the 2018 LWML Sunday materi-
als, authored by Rev. Ken Hennings, who just retired as LCMS Tex-
as District president. The theme, “Our Rest in a Changing World,” 
from Psalm 62 will take you through worship to the sermon titled 

“The Rest We Share,” giving pause and insight in seeking that rest.

A full worship service and additional materials are available for 
download at lwml.org/lwml-sunday.

New leaders
At the 2018 LWML District Convention, the following officers were 
elected to serve on the Board of Directors: from left, Peggy Pasche, 
financial secretary; Rev. Matthew Vrudny, Park Region pastoral coun-
selor; Glenice Hall, Park II Regional VP/Human Care; Esther Schlicker, 
recording secretary and Valerie Johnson, Arrowhead II Regional VP/
Scholarships. Not pictured is Corles Rainer, executive VP/Christian Life.

The Wadena Zone Spring Rally was 
held in Sebeka on April 28. The 
theme was “Hospitality,” based on 
Gen. 18:1-3. The ingathering was for 
Orphan Grain Train. Items collected 
were 65 hygiene kits, 20 quilts, 63 
pairs of socks, 36 pairs of under-
wear and 34 Bibles. “Shoes for the 
Mission” for Lutheran Island Camp 
and food items for the Sebeka Food 
Shelf were also collected. Before 
the rally, 32 hygiene kits were sent 
to Lutheran World Relief.

Spring rally at Grace


