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MINNESOTA NORTH

aQ&A
MONTE MEYER
with

District PLaN Facilitator

What brought out the need for this kind 
of program?
At my previous congregation, quite 
by accident I discovered that some of 
my Sunday school teachers had never 
heard about some of the Bible stories 
they were teaching. When I received the 
call to the Minnesota North District, I 
started asking other pastors about their 
experiences, and they agreed that many 
of their people didn’t know the stories 
of the Bible either. 

Our current vice-president, the Rev. 
Brady Finnern, and I were talking 
about developing a Bible-reading plan 
for the entire district. But frankly, when 
the people get to Leviticus, their eyes 

start to glaze over. That’s when we de-
cided to focus on getting people to read 
the great stories of the Bible. That was 
the genesis of “Bring it Home – Reading 
the Great Stories of the Bible.”

What is the goal of the program?
Our district is known for being faithful 
to God’s Word. But we want more of 
our congregations to be in the Word. 
We want to help families be in the 
Word, to talk about the things of God. 
Psalm 119 says “Your word is a lamp 
to my feet and a light to my path.” Our 
society is biblically illiterate. So we hope 
that by this little effort, we can help pas-
tors and congregations in being in the 

Promoting biblical literacy

At the recent district convention, the dele-
gates overwhelmingly approved a program 
called “Bring It Home” — developed by 
the district PLaN office to help get people 
to read the great stories of the Bible in their homes. It’s an ambitious plan, and to 
help our members in the district know more about it, we talked to Rev. Meyer.

Word more. Great things will happen as 
our people are in the Word!

What does this program do for 
congregations and families?
If we want to pass the faith on to the 
next generation, it is important that 
we bring them to church, that we read 
God’s Word together, pray and talk 
about the faith in our homes. If we can 
get families back into reading the great 
stories of the Bible, talking about it, 
praying about it … it will certainly help 
us keep families in the faith.

We are making it really easy. First, there 
is no cost. You can use your own Bible, 
and starting in October we will send 
out Bible story readings to every person 
who registers. Each week, we will read 
five stories of the Bible. We will even 
include some discussion questions if 
you wish to use them, as well as some 
prayer suggestions.

If you want it to be even easier, you can 
order two Bibles through your church. 
“The Story Bible” and “Know the Bible 
Now ” will be heavily discounted start-
ing at the end of August, up through 
the first two weeks of September. “The 
Story Bible” is great for families with 
children up to second grade. “Know 
the Bible Now” is good for kids in 
third grade and up. But it’s even good 
for adults. “The Story Bible” normally 
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retails for $30, but we will make them 
available for $10. “Know the Bible Now” 
sells for $20, but we will offer them for 
$8. We want people to be in the Word.

There’s an added benefit. These story 
Bibles are so inexpensive that you can 
BOGO: “Buy one, give one.” Identify a 
neighbor or a friend and give them one 
of these story Bibles. And while you are 
at it, invite them to church. Let’s see 
how God works as we get His Word out!

How does one take advantage of this 
program?
Ask your pastor about “Bring it Home.” 
Encourage your congregation to be a 
part of it. Materials have already been 
sent to your pastors and congregations. 
You should be seeing posters up in your 
church this month.

Go to the Minnesota North District 
website at mnnlcms.org and click on 
the “Bring it Home” link. Then you can 
register to receive email updates and 
reading plans. You should be able to 
start ordering story Bibles at the end of 
August.

To get the heavy discounts on the story 
Bibles, you will have to order them 
through your congregation, which will 

receive the details about how to do this 
in early August. Remember, you don’t 
have to buy anything to participate. 
You can use your own Bibles and work 
through the reading plans we offer 
for free. We are making the two story 
Bibles available because they are so 
well done, beautifully illustrated and 
extremely easy to use.

Starting in October, we will send out 
emails each week instructing you on 
which stories we will read for the week. 
We will include some discussion start-
ers and even some prayers to use with 
your family. It’s important that people 
register to receive these weekly emails.

BIBLES 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Who is funding it?
We received bulk discount prices from 
CPH (Concordia Publishing House) for 
the story Bibles. But I felt so strongly 
about the value that we discounted 
them further. We received a $1,000 
anonymous donation to help defray the 
costs. I am working on bringing togeth-
er funding to help defray costs further. 

We have some funds available through 
LCEF to help, and we’re looking at other 
options. God will provide; that I am sure 
of. We want people to be in the Word. 
We want them reading the great stories 
of the Bible. We know God will work 
wonders as His people are in the Word.

Rev. Andrew Ratcliffe was 
installed as pastor of St. Paul’s, 
Perham, on April 29. Participat-
ing in the service were, from 
left (front row) the Revs. Keith 
Ratcliffe, Fred Wippich, Dr. 
Don Fondow, Ratcliffe, Dr. Dale 
Sattgast; Del Meyer, David Bode; 
(middle row) Guy Roberts, John 
Beck, Jared Nies, Scott Muehl-
berg, Gary Rehborg; (back row) 
Ronald Jobe, Richard Boehnke, 
Michael Gidding, Dr. Karl Weber, 
Adam Harvala, Del Stohs, Jacob 
Wagner, Mark Triplett and Don 
Wagner.

St. Paul’s, Perham, welcomes new pastor
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Members and friends — young and old — of Trinity, Isle (pictured above), recently par-
ticipated in the outreach effort “Feed My Starving Children.” The event was held in Coon 
Rapids as the team from Trinity joined with 110 others to prepare meal packages to help 
alleviate the suffering of those living in Haiti. It is a work of mercy that is severely need-
ed as one in nine Haitian children goes hungry daily.

With so many hands, a great deal of work was quickly accomplished. Altogether, the 
group managed to pack 187 boxes of food for 40,392 meals. These meals will feed 110 
children in Haiti for an entire year. After working so hard, the group itself needed some 
refreshment, and so the outreach culminated with pizza in Elk River.

Mercy for Haitian children

Ethan and Abigail Peterson were among 
the many youngsters participating.

More blessings at Trinity, Isle

The Rev. Mark Maunula performed the rite of 
confirmation for Cole Dangers, left, and Jacob 
Gallion, who were welcomed into full communicant 
membership after publicly professing their faith in 
the Triune God.  

The congregation also celebrated those members who graduated 
from high school and gave them quilts made specifically for each of 
them by the church’s quilting group. Pictured with Maunula are, from 
left, Colby Hubbell, Evan Larson, Josh Zimpel and Katie Habeck. MIss-
ing from the photo is Lexus Mulvaney.

The Rev. Del Stohs was installed as pastor of 
St. Paul’s Loon Lake Lutheran Church, Vergas, 
on April 8. Pictured are, from left, the Rev. Del 
Meyer, circuit visitor; Duane Strand, chairman 
of the St. Paul congregation; Stohs; and the 
Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala, installer.

St. Paul’s Loon Lake  
welcomes new pastor
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God’s house 
O Lord, I love the habitation of 
your house and the place where 
your glory dwells.  
— Ps. 26:8

David, the king of Israel, loves being 
in God’s house. It is the place where 
he finds sanctuary, protection and 
God’s loving presence. You see, David 
doesn’t love God’s house — the tab-
ernacle — for its beauty, but David 
loves God’s house because it is where 
God promised to be. 

Redeemed in Christ, you also should 
love God’s house, for it is the place 
where God has promised to give you 
His good gifts of everlasting life, the 
forgiveness of your sins and salva-
tion.

One of your problems — in fact, all 
of humanity’s problem — is that you 
don’t love His presence. No, you fear 
God’s presence. Ever since mankind 
fell into sin in the Garden of Eden, 
you have had enmity or hatred 
toward God. You can’t come into His 
presence.

However, God loves you and calls you 
and claims you as His own and keeps 
you in the faith, in His house. He does 
this through the Means of Grace: 
the Word of God, the Word attached 
to water in Holy Baptism and the 
Word attached to the elements in the 
Lord’s Supper.

You see, as a Christian, you long to 
be in the presence of God so that 
you may see God’s glory. Then on the 
Last Day — Judgment Day — you 
will physically dwell with God and 
celebrate the eternal marriage feast 
in His presence, saying: “Lord, I love 
the habitation of your house and the 
place where your glory dwells.”

Rev. Donald Klatt
Lakeland Region Pastoral Counselor

Marilyn Hiltel
LWML District President
6850 Golden Spike Road,  
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
president@lwmlmnn.org 
320-387-2219

New mission grant goal is set
A new mission grant goal of $139,000 
was set at the LWML district convention 
in June. The convention delegates also 
selected the following mission grants to 
be funded for the 2018-20 biennium:
▶ Orphan Grain Train, $9,000

▶  Scholarships for Men Preparing for 
Ordination, $15,000

▶  Scholarships for Full-Time Church Work 
Students, $50,000

▶  Lutheran Island Camp & Christ Serve 
Ranch Staff Growth & Training, $10,000

▶  Trinity HOPE Haitian Feeding Program, 
$10,000

▶  Sharing Christ With Muslims, $5,000

▶  Project 24 Child Care; Christ’s Care for 
Children Kenya, $10,800

▶  Lutheran Outreach in Puerto Rico (in 
response to Hurricane Mariam), $8,000

▶  “Main Street Living North” Ministry  
Outreach TV Program, $10,000

▶  Gloria Dei School & Church Building at 
Cap Haitian, Haiti (partial), $11,200

Fun winter for quilters
The quilters from St. Paul’s 
Loon Lake, Vergas, have 
completed another season 
of quilting. The quilts were 
given to Orphan Grain 

Train, fire departments, 
Salvation Army, Ysleta Lu-
theran Mission in El Paso, 
Texas, food pantries, Mahu-
be-Otwa Community Action 

Partnership, high 
school graduates, 
Lutheran Island 
Camp auctions 
and numerous 
benefits. They also 
made bandages, 
health care kits, 
school kits, T-shirt 
diapers, fleece 
mittens and hats. 
Prayer shawls were 
crocheted along 
with baby blankets 
and afghans for 
Ysleta’s mountain 
congregations. 

In service to others
Shouts of “Praise the Lord,” “Alleluia” and “Share His Love” 
echoed throughout Grace, Breckenridge, as LWML members 
packed Mercy Meals for Orphan Grain Train (OGT) as part of 
the Fergus Falls Spring Zone Rally on April 20. Zone societies 
donated funds to OGT to purchase food supplies. With hard 
work and an abundance of laughter, the group soared past 
their goal of 5,000 meals, which will be sent to Liberia, Africa. 


