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Dear Friends in Christ, 

Years ago I ran across a story about a young man who had been brought to faith in Jesus Christ as 

his Lord and Savior.  In thanksgiving, he met with his pastor and made a pledge, for the rest of his 

life, he would give the first 10% of any money he received to the Lord.  The young man got a paper 

route and he made $10 a week.  $1 dollar went into the offering plate and he used the other $9.  A 

little later he got a job stocking shelves and bagging groceries at the local grocery store making $100 

a week.  Keeping his promise he put $10 in the offering plate.   After college, he got a job making 

some good money, $1,000 a week.  Each week he put $100 in the offering plate.   As time went on, 

he advanced in the company and with each advance came a raise and he kept his pledge, giving 

10% to the Lord and using the rest.  

One week, the man was writing out his check to the church and it was $1000.  The man pondered 

and thought -- $50,000 a year to the church – does anyone else give that much?  Surely God will 

understand – he went back to visit the pastor and explained – I have been faithful, giving 10% of all 

the money I earn to the Lord.  It was easy when I made $10, then $100 a week, but now I am earning 

$10,000 a week.  Surely the Lord will understand how difficult it is to put $1,000 a week in the offering 

plate.  Can I get out of my pledge pastor? 

The pastor thought for a while and said, “I see your dilemma.  When you didn’t make as much, you 

were able to keep your promise.  I think we should bring this problem to the Lord in prayer.” 

“Absolutely” the man said, “let us pray for guidance and wisdom.”  The pastor began to pray. “’Lord, 

this man made a pledge to give 10%  of all the earnings he makes in thanksgiving for Your redeeming 

love.  At first it seemed easy, now that he is making much more money, it is getting more difficult. 

Lord, help this man keep his promise and make it easier for him to keep his promise, will you please 

shrink his income back to $100 a week so he can keep his pledge to you?’  In Your name we pray.  

Amen.” 

The story is supposed to be somewhat humorous, but it makes a point.  Not many people really take 

their offering that seriously.  Many people practice leftover giving.  Everything comes from the Lord.  

Everything that we are and have is from the Lord.  First fruits giving is an act of faith.  God instructed 

the Corinthians to put aside a portion on the first day of the week for the collection. (1 Corinthians 

16:2).  If you consider all of the offerings in the Old Testament, the tithe was only a portion of the 

giving demanded by God.  But we are no longer under the compulsion of the law.  The point is this: 

“whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully.  Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver.”  (2 Corinthians 9:6-7)   

Stewardship is a tough subject.  One complaint I hear from non-church going families is that “The 

church is always preaching on money.”  In the Church, the missions budget or commitment is a tough 

subject.  I think the congregation is called to model stewardship for it’s households in setting its 

mission commitment each year.  This commitment is made in faith, trusting that God will provide.  I 

believe it should be proportional, a percentage of the offerings received.  It has been my experience 

that things work out.  That doesn’t mean you have everything you want or desire to have, but God 

provides to meet your needs.  It has also been my experience that if you do not set aside a first 

portion, money becomes a bigger issue than it should be. 
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At one congregation I served, I dreaded the 

monthly Church Council meetings.  They turned 

out to be long reports from the Treasurer about 

how we didn’t have enough money, how we were 

spending too much and that he didn’t pay the 

mission commitment because we needed to make 

the mortgage and pay for gas and electric first.  

Eventually, there was a fall out.  The Treasurer left 

in a huff.  The position was vacant.  One of the 

Elders of the church was going out of office and he 

volunteered to take over the Treasurer duties. He 

had one condition: he would pay our mission 

commitment first.   All agreed since no one else 

really wanted the job of Church Treasurer, 

especially since we had all of these financial 

issues we had heard about during the previous 

Treasurer’s tenure.  At the next Council Meeting, 

the new Treasurer gave his report and that was it. 

No scolding, no complaining.  This is what we 

have, this is what was paid out – praise the Lord.  

Our Council Meetings could then discuss missions 

in the local community and real issues of the 

church in a much more positive way.  We never 

heard any complaints that missions couldn’t be 

paid.  Our mortgage was met, the lights stayed on, 

the heat stayed on.  We were not concentrating on 

the checkbook and everything we couldn’t do, 

instead we talked about what we could do and how 

we could serve the people in that community in 

meaningful ways.  Church Council Meetings 

became enjoyable.  People were willing to serve 

on the Council again.  The whole perspective of 

the congregation changed simply because we put 

mission first, not money. 

“Well that is all fine and dandy Pastor, but we have 

real financial issues and we can’t possibly make 

ends meet.  We have to see what is leftover before 

we can commit to anything for missions.”  Therein 

lies the problem.  If every member of that 

congregation follows suit with leftover giving, 

money is going to be an issue.  But who is first in 

that situation?  What comes first?  Is that living 

faithfully?  This all spills over into other things: 

congregations do evangelism to get more 

members to help cover expenses of the local 

congregation.  The real reason evangelism is done 

is to cover expenses.  The focus is no longer that 

the lost are found, the dead are raised or the 

eternally damned are saved for eternity.   

A congregation was getting ready to celebrate a 

milestone of 50 years as a congregation.  They 

commissioned a local artist to do a painting of a 

dying congregation. The idea behind it was that it 

would serve as a motivational piece to keep the 

congregation alive.  The day came for the piece of 

art to be unveiled.  When the artist took the cover 

off the painting there was silence.  The artist had 

drawn a beautiful picture of their church facility.  

Everything looked beautiful and just as real as it 

currently stood.  It depicted people in the pews and 

the facilities in good repair.  The committee that 

commissioned the artist got together and 

questioned whether or not the artist had 

understood his assignment.  He was supposed to 

draw a picture of a dying congregation, not a 

vibrant congregation.  They approached the artist 

and questioned him about the picture.  “Did you 

understand?  We wanted a picture of dying 

congregation.” He said he did draw it.  They looked 

at the picture, puzzled and in disbelief – how does 

this reflect a dying congregation?  Finally, after 

staring at the picture for several minutes and a few 

comments back and forth, the artist pointed 

something out to the committee.  In the back of the 

sanctuary, in his depiction, was a little wooden box 

that was labeled Missions.  There were cobwebs 

covering the box, and over the slot for the 

envelopes, like it had not been used in some time.  

The artist said, when a congregation forgets its 

mission, it begins to die.  If missions isn’t the focus 

– the mission of making Jesus known here and 

abroad -  the congregation begins to die. 

Our mission is not to keep the doors of the church 

open.  Our mission is not to pay the mortgage or 

the light bill or the heat bill.  Our mission is to go 

and make disciples of all nations.  There are 

people in our community that do not know Jesus 

as their Lord and Savior.  There are people who 

are headed to hell if someone does not share the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ with them so that the Holy 

Spirit can call, gather and enlighten the whole 

Christian Church on earth.  Jesus died to cover the 

guilt of our sins.  “For the joy set before Him, He 

endured the Cross.” (Hebrews 12:2)  Jesus gave 

His life so we could have life.  Death on the cross, 

not a real easy way to die in my opinion – yet, for 

the joy set before Him… As difficult as it was, 

Jesus joyfully gave so we could have life.  He rose 

again, victorious over sin, death and hell and He 

ascended to the right hand of God to intercede for 

us.  Like the LWML who pledge, “In fervent 

gratitude…” I pray that we pledge Him all that we 

are and have in fervent gratitude as a witness to 

His dying love.  To God be the glory. 

In His Service, 

Rev. Jeffrey A. Lee 

Continued from page 1 

In the July 2018 issue of StewardCAST, LCMS Stewardship shares insight into the stewardship lesson that time teaches. Attempts to hoard 

time and thereby be poor stewards reveal the folly in how some individuals view stewardship. Since we do not own time, we get frustrated 

and are miserable because we run out of time. 

The faithful steward seeks to view all of life and its resources as a gift from God to be stewarded in the way that time is stewarded. 

Everything they are and have is to be used for the purposes of the Gospel and should not be hoarded and held back for their selfish desires. 

Using all the gifts from God in the way He intended them to be used allows amazing things to be done. 

DOWNLOAD THE JULY ISSUE OF StewardCAST 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/lcms-stewardship-july-2018-stewardcast-newsletter/
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OPEN HOUSE 
in celebration of BEV OLSEN’S retirement 

 

Friday, July 27, 2018 

1:00 - 4:00 pm 
MN North District Office - 7264 Fairview Rd. Baxter 

 

Join us to celebrate Bev and thank her for 32 years of faithful service. 

Attn:  MNN District Treasurers: 

Is your church on Concordia Health Plans?  

Do you have church employees 65 and 

over?  Do you want to save your church 

money?  Concordia is offering a program 

called Premium Plus.  Using this program,  

your Medicare eligible employees sign up 

for Medicare Part A & B and have 

Concordia Plans supplement insurance as 

secondary.  Concordia Plans reimburses 

you for the Medicare premiums and gives 

your church a discounted rate on the 

monthly premiums.  You would continue to 

have coverage with Cigna Dental and 

Vision Care, Hearing Care, the Employee 

Assistance Program and Wellness program.   

See the Concordia Plans Website for more 

information. 

A SPECIAL INVITATION FROM 

THE SOUTH DAKOTA DISTRICT 
Join us for 2 presentations by  

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Kloha at St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD 

For Pastors:   

“Thinking Theologically About the 

History of  The New Testament 

Manuscripts”  

Saturday, August 25, 2018 from 

9:30 am - 3:30 pm 
 

For All:       

“The New Testament: Canon, 

Text and Translation”  

Sunday, August 26, 2018 from 

4:00 - 8:00 pm 

Contact Rev. Tim Koch for more infor-

mation: revtimkoch@gmail.com 

Continuing Education 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Fergus Falls  

July 30-August 1, 2018 
 

Apologetics for the 21st Century 

Scripture enjoins us to always be prepared to 

make a defense when non-Christians ask us 

why we believe what we believe and, some-

times, why they, too, should consider Christian 

belief. This course is an introduction to this par-

ticular aspect of the apologetic task. It covers 

the historical Christian apologetic tradition, 

assesses the various methods employed by 

apologists and especially focuses on the various 

charges made against and challenges posed to 

Christian belief today. (1.5 CEU)  
 

LEARN MORE HERE 

https://www.concordiaplans.org/
mailto:revtimkoch@gmail.com?subject=Rev.%20Dr.%20Jeffrey%20Kloha%20Presentation
https://www.ctsfw.edu/ctsfw-events/continuing-education/fergus-falls-minnesota/
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Shepherd's Canyon Retreat offers seven 

carefully designed days of individual, couple, 

and group Christian counseling for Pastors, 

Missionaries, Rostered Teachers, Directors 

of Christian Education, Deaconesses, and 

their spouses. Learn more by visiting the 

Shepherd’s Canyon WEBSITE. 

Grace Place Wellness Ministry continues to 

be a resource for church workers and 

congregations. Learn more by visiting their 

website: www.graceplacewellness.org. 

Program Director, Darrell Zimmerman’s 

blog , Hope & Joy, is an excellent source of 

encouragement! Check it out HERE. 

The DOXOLOGY Classic program consists 

of three retreats: the Gathering, 

the Encore, and the Grand Reunion. 

Pastors attend the Gathering by 

themselves for the foundation of the 

curriculum. At the Encore they are joined 

by some of their congregation's lay 

leaders. Finally, for the Grand Reunion, 

pastors and their wives attend the retreat 

to enjoy mutual learning and refreshment. 

Pastors from the Minnesota North 

District are eligible to receive a $1000 

grant toward the Classic program 

graciously provided by the Minnesota 

North LWML. Only four grants 

remain this year: ACT NOW!   

Contact Nancy Ewert, 

newert@doxology.us for details. 

All those working in Hispanic ministry — or interested in learning more about it — are 
invited to attend the Sixth National Hispanic Lutheran Convention, which will be held 
July 24–27 in Houston. 

This year’s theme is Discipulado 4K: Caminando Juntos con Cristo (“4K Discipleship: 
Walking Together with Christ”), based on 2 Tim. 2:2. According to the Rev. Adolfo Bor-
ges, the convention’s president, the gathering will give those in attendance “time to 
rejoice together and be strengthened to continue our service for Him.” 

The registration fee is $150 for an individual or $300 for a family. Registration includes 
dinner on Tuesday, lunch on Wednesday, and lunch and dinner on Thursday. 

The Houston Marriott Westchase is offering attendees a special hotel rate of $99 plus 
tax per night if booked by July 10. Breakfast is included in this rate. 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/hispanic-ministry 

https://www.shepherdscanyonretreat.org/
http://www.graceplacewellness.org
https://www.graceplacewellness.org/category/health-and-joy/
mailto:newert@doxology.us?subject=MN%20North%20LWML%20Grant
https://calendar.lcms.org/event/sixth-national-hispanic-lutheran-convention/
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/hispanic-ministry
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Written by Minnesota author 

Gene Stark, God in a God-

Forsaken Land is a work of 

historical fiction set in west-

central Minnesota. The 1870s 

were years of severe weather, 

locusts, prairie fires and hardship 

for immigrants who had risked it 

all for land and freedom in 

America. A young circuit-rider 

missionary could only hope to 

bring faith, family, and stability as 

he preached the Word of Life in a 

seemingly God-Forsaken land.  

Copies of the book are available 

in local bookstores and online at 

CrossLink Publishing. 

Seminarian Installations 
Welcome to the MN North District! 

Rev. Joel Newton and Deaconess Sarah 

Newton  were installed at St. John’s,  

Park Rapids on June 24, 2018 

Pictured: Rev. Tim Ludwig, Rev. Joel Newton, 

Deaconess Sarah Newton, Rev. Don Fondow 

(District President and Installer, Rev. James 

Neubauer. 

Rev. Michael Metzler was installed at  

St. Paul, Hinckley on June 24, 2018 

Pictured: Front Row: Rev. Vernon Dorn, Rev. 

Tim Renstrom, Rev. Michael Metzler, Rev. Glen 

Kleppe, Rev. Tony Cloose. Back Row: Rev. Loren 

Vogler, Rev. Brad Vogt , Rev. Philip Hoppe, Rev. 

Rev. Mark Maunula and Rev. George Morris II. 

Rev. Mark Schwarz was installed at  

Trinity, Carlos on July 1, 2018 

Pictured: Front Row: Rev. Roger Lange, Rev. 

Mark Schwarz, Rev. Kirk Lee, Rev. Del Stohs. 

Middle Row: Rev. Dane Compton, Rev. 

Robert Brueske, Rev. James Walburg. Back 

Row: Rev. Jeffrey Ross, Rev. Don Wilke, Rev. 

Roger Krebs, Rev. William Moeller Sr., Rev. 

Michael Metzler, Rev. Noah Wehrspann, Rev. 

Dennis Angland, Rev. Philip Beyersdorf, Rev. 

Brent Parrish, Rev. Terry Finnern. 

ALOA, an inter-Lutheran ministry 

for older adults presents its 

Ironwood Springs Lutherhostel on 

September 24-28, 2018 at Iron-

wood Springs Christian Ranch in  

Stewartville, Minnesota. Join 

ALOA for a time of learning, re-

flecting and connecting with oth-

ers! Dr. Robert Holst will present 

The Wonderful Witness of Wom-

en in the Gospel of John. 

James Coe will lead music and 

devotions, bringing a Biblical per-

spective to worship and singing. 

Find out more at aloaserves.org/

events/luther-hostels/ 

Or, download a brochure and 

registration form 

Rev. Thomas Batchelder  was 

installed at St. Paul, Evergreen  

on July 8, 2018 

Pictured: Front Row: Rev. Bruce Noennig, 

Rev. Del Meyer, Rev. Don Fondow (District 

President and Installer), Rev. Thomas 

Batchelder, Rev. Del Stohs, Rev. Jared Nies. 

Back Row: Rev. Richard Boehnke, Rev. 

Jacob Wagner, Rev. Dr. Karl Weber, Rev. 

David Walsh, Rev. Matthew Meyer, Rev. 

Andrew Ratcliffe. 

http://crosslinkpublishing.com/order-box-sets-of-god-in-a-god-forsaken-land/
https://aloaserves.org/events/luther-hostels/
https://aloaserves.org/events/luther-hostels/
https://aloaserves.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Ironwood-Springs-2018.pdf
https://aloaserves.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Ironwood-Springs-2018.pdf
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“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30 minute worship 
service led by participating pastors of the North Dakota and Minnesota North Districts of our 
LCMS, along with a 30 minute children’s program called “Kid’s Crossing”. Programs are broad-
cast at 9:00am Central time on the following FOX stations: KVRR Fargo-Moorhead Channel 
15.1, KBRR Thief River Falls-Grand Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR Jamestown Channel 7.1, KNRR 
Pembina Channel 12.1, and cable and satellite systems carrying these stations, and archived on 
www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com.  

Minneapolis is hosting the 2019 LCMS 

National Youth Gathering. If you have 

never taken a group to the Gathering, 

this is a great opportunity to test the 

waters. Learn everything you need to 

know about the gathering at the 

website: 

www.lcmsgathering.com 

National Youth Gathering adult leaders 

have an excellent resource for 

connecting and sharing ideas on 

facebook. Find it here: 

www.facebook.com/groups/

NYGadultleaders 

New ideas for fundraising, planning and 

preparing are coming out daily on the 

website. Check out this useful webinar 

on Setting up a One Year Gathering Plan: 

Watch the Webinar 

As Gathering hosts, our Minnesota 

Districts need lots of volunteers both 

before and after the Gathering to help 

make sure things are set up and ready 

for our thousands of guests. Sign up to 

volunteer here: 

https://form.jotform.com/mnsdistrict/

NYGVolunteers 

Need help getting started? Did you know 

the MN North District has National 

Youth Gathering District Coordinator? 

Do you have a great idea for a MN North 

District t-shirt that will stand out in the 

crowd? Get in touch with DCE 

Christopher Brown to share your t-shirt 

design and get all your questions 

answered: 

dcechristopher@arvig.net 

“MAIN STREET LIVING” - NORTH TV MINISTRY - AUGUST UPDATE 
 

With this update we can give you a sneak preview of some exciting changes coming up for the 

Main Street Living TV & On Line Ministry! In addition to MSLN having begun broadcast in the 

Duluth area earlier this year, both Lincoln, Nebraska and Sioux City, Iowa are scheduled to join 

the Main Street Living Network in October! Also in October, we will be premiering the return 

of the well-known “This Is The Life” series of programs from Lutheran Hour Ministries, which 

have been re-mastered! These will take the place of the current “Kid’s Corner” half hour pro-

grams which we have been showing following the MSL worship services.  
 

Please continue to help spread the word to your extended family and friends! In addition to 

viewing the TV programs Sunday mornings, please also let them know that they can watch all 

of the Fargo-based archived programs at any time on line at www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com.  
  

A special THANK YOU to both the LWMLs of both the ND & MN North District who have ap-

proved our grant requests (for the 2018-2020 biennium as funds become available)! To add 

your much needed financial support, checks may be sent to “Main Street Living North”, 821-

5th Ave. S., Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal account at: 

www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com.  Thank you and God’s blessing in Christ! 

 

“Main Street Living North” TV Programs for August 2018: 

Sunday, August 5:  

Rev. Joel Newton, St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Park Rapids, MN, presents the 

message: “One In Christ” based on 

Ephesians 4:1-16.  
 

Sunday, August 12:  

Rev. Dave Suelzle, Grace Lutheran 

Church, Fargo, ND, presents the 

message: “Us – Imitators of God?” 

based on Ephesians 4:32-5:2.  

 

 

Sunday, August 19:  

Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala, Congregational 

Care Counselor, MN North District, 

presents the message: “Wisdom’s 

Inner Invitation” based on Proverbs 

9:1-10.  
 

Sunday, August 26:    

Rev. Matthew Tooman, Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, Wahpeton, ND, 

presents the message: “The 

Bridegroom and His Bride” based on 

Ephesians 5:21-33. 

http://www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com
https://www.lcmsgathering.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NYGadultleaders/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NYGadultleaders/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osvrEYnK2fI&feature=youtu.be
https://mailchi.mp/mnsdistrict/announcing-local-efforts-for-the-2019-lcms-national-youth-gathering-2004081
https://mailchi.mp/mnsdistrict/announcing-local-efforts-for-the-2019-lcms-national-youth-gathering-2004081
mailto:dcechristopher@arvig.net?subject=NYG%20Info
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LCMS Service of Worship 
Every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.  
on KBJR Channel 6, Duluth 

 

MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF WORSHIP for the 
Duluth region televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MAIN STREET LIVING 
NORTHLAND" is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30 minute 
worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North 
District of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute children's program called 
"Kid's Crossing". It is broadcast every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. Central time 
on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these 
stations, and archived on https://vimeo.com/user82955593  

A MINISTRY OF MAYER LUTHERAN 

HIGH SCHOOL, MAYER, MN 

VISIT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Sunday July 15, 2018 

Pastor David Petrich 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church – Bovey 

Grace Lutheran Church – Marble 

“An Unwelcome Prophet in Good Times” 

 

Sunday July 22, 2018 

Pastor David Schoessow 

Christ Lutheran Church – Superior, WI 

“The Fat Red Hen and the Bread of Life” 

 

Sunday July 29, 2018 

Pastor Kirk Schield 

Christ Lutheran Church – Superior, WI 

“Jesus is with Us in the Storms” 

 

Sunday August 5, 2018 

Pastor Tim Ludwig 

Peace in Christ Lutheran Church -  

Hermantown  

“The Bread That Doesn’t Cost a Lot of 

Dough” 

Sunday August 12, 2018 

Pastor Kirk Schield 

Christ Lutheran Church – Superior, WI 

“God Will Sustain Us in All Things” 

 

Sunday August 19, 2018 

Pastor John Bonk 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church – 

Two Harbors 

“Chew on My Flesh, Drink My Blood” 

 

Sunday August 26 

Pastor John Knierim 

Faith Lutheran Church – Maple, WI 

“The Profound Mystery” 

 

Sunday, September 2 

Pastor Kevin Richter 

Peace in Christ Lutheran Church –  

Hermantown 

“What is your calling?” 

Principal Janna Kietzman, Immanuel Lutheran 

School, Walker, along with some of their staff 

and students, visited the District LWML 

convention in Bemidji. The group sang for 

those in attendance as well as thanking them 

for the Mites In Action Grant that was given to 

the CROSS program. 

Jacob Franck, a member of Mt. Olive Lutheran 

Church, Duluth, MN. attended Christ Academy 

at Concordia Theological Seminary (CTSFW), 

Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

Christ Academy held from June 17-30 was an 

opportunity for young men in grades nine to 

twelve, to explore the vocation of pastor, 

learn what it is like to live and learn on 

campus, and to meet other theologically-

minded men their age. 

https://vimeo.com/user82955593
http://www.genesisva.org/summer-school/
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Click HERE to down-

load the Newsletter 

This District-wide Bible Reading 

Program kicks off this fall! The goal is 

to help families be in the Word daily in 

their homes. Congregations recently 

received posters and bulletin items to 

help get things started. Bring it Home 

will:  

 Provide a deep discount on family 

Bible resources including The 

Story Bible and Know the Bible 

Now 

 Send weekly reading guides 

directly to families in their email 

inbox 

 Support families in establishing a 

home devotion routine 

Learn more about the program by 

visiting the MN North District website 

and clicking on the Bring it Home logo. 

Watch Mission and Ministry 

Facilitator, Rev. Monte Meyer’s video 

and sign up for the email mailing list. 

Regional Youth Partnerships  

“not neglecting to meet together, as is the hab-

it of some, but encouraging one another, and 

all the more as you see the Day drawing near 

“ (Heb. 10:25).  

A recent article in Reporter highlighted the 

importance of relationships when working with 

youth. Western Kansas churches have been 

providing opportuni-ties for collaborative 

youth events, with the hope of creating strong-

er friendships and stronger faith among the 

participants, for over 40 years.  

One such event is the winter Confirmation Re-

treat, hosted by Circuits 15 and 16, which 

draws participants from the western side of 

Kansas. This is an annual event, and not only 

do the youth learn about the Catechism, but 

they also learn that the Body of Christ is larger 

than their rural congregation.  

Larger churches with multiple staff are often 

able to invite smaller churches to participate in 

their events. For instance, Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Garden City invited churches within 

the circuit/dis-trict to their annual Mexico mis-

sion trip and annual canoe trip. Other events 

have included the Fall Junior High Rally; the 

Wild, Wild West Paintball event; Youth Quake 

and the Mystery Bus Tour, an all-night event.  

The LCMS Kansas District also spon-sors events 

for youth, such as Senior High Summer Camp 

at Lutheran Valley Retreat near Divide, Colo. 

and District Youth Gathering. Often, one key 

person receives information of such events and 

forwards it to the smaller churches. Usually, a 

bus is used for transportation and picks up 

youth along the way to the event. Sharing 

trans-portation is another way for youth to 

gather and build friendships.  

When churches collaborate, several outcomes 

occur: First, the workload can be spread 

among a larger group of people. If there are 13 

pastors and two directors of Christian educa-

tion (DCEs) represented in the circuit, then 

each can take a part of the planning process. 

Secondly, smaller churches that don’t have 

resources to do events on their own can join 

an event that has already been created. Also, 

youth have an opportunity to interact with a 

variety of their peers and adults.  

One key factor in collaborative events is the 

involvement of parents in the local congrega-

tion. Youth need to be encouraged to step out 

of their comfort zone and par-ticipate with 

others, and parents can serve as the contact 

person within that congrega-tion rather than 

the pastors all the time.  

As a DCE of 35 years, 25 of those spent in 

Western Kansas, it has been encourag-ing to 

see youth make new friends from a different 

part of the state. Youth friend each other on 

Facebook and encourage one another to par-

ticipate with the next district or circuit event. I 

heard a story told of col-lege students who 

met on a college campus and recognized one 

another as past partici-pants of a circuit youth 

event.  

In Western Kansas, we have worked hard to 

build relationships with one another and with 

Christ, who empowers us to live lives that 

make a difference in our churches and in our 

community. Our chief aim is to bring glory to 

God through collaborative youth events.  

In the same way, let your light shine before 

others, that they may see your good deeds and 

glorify your Father in heaven (Matt. 5:16).  

Contributed through the LCMS Rural & Small 

Town Mission monthly newsletter by Leland 

Jackson. Leland Jackson is a director of Chris-

tian educa-tion in Garden City, Kanas. 
SIGN UP TODAY 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/lcms-rural-small-town-mission-july-2018-newsletter/
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/bring-it-home
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Project 24 Boarding 

Facilities provide a Christ-

centered, loving, caring and safe 

environment for vulnerable 

children. Together with the North 

Dakota District—LCMS, the MN 

North District—LCMS continues to support the 

Project 24 boarding facility located at Lenkinshon, 

Kenya. Please click HERE to see our latest 

newsletter for Project 24 and Christ's Care for 

Children: Kenya.  We are looking forward to 

opening our sixth site in August.  Please see the 

newsletter for more details about our upcoming 

events and what has been happening in the last few 

months.  We thank you all for your continued 

support and prayers. Project 24 funds collected and 

disbursed are $110,504. Visit the Project 24 website 

HERE. Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya funds 

collected and disbursed are $16,186. Visit the CCC 

Kenya site HERE. 

Rebecca Wagner, LCMS Missionary serving as 

International Ministry Coordinator at the 

University of Minnesota and 

University Lutheran Chapel in 

Minneapolis. For Rebecca’s LCMS 

Prayer & Giving Information go 

to: www.lcms.org/wagner.  

Support for any of these missionaries can be 

sent to:   Minnesota North District—LCMS, 

PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN—earmarked for 

the specific mission or missionary. 

Rev. Dr. Daniel (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and Mrs. Phyllis Jastram) 

and Dr. Joan Jastram serve as career missionaries through the LCMS in northern Asia, 

based in Tokyo, Japan. Dan's trip to the Philippines was indeed joyful this month! You 

can read more about it here in our most recent newsletter. We also share news 

about some of the re-organizing that is going on in Asia and how that impacts us. 

Here in Japan it's the rainy season and that means Ajisai or hydrangea season.  The 

colorful flowers definitely make those days less dreary. We enjoy all of God's 

beautiful creation. Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support for the work. We 

are always so grateful and happy to serve on your behalf in Asia. For more on the 

Jastrams and their mission check out their latest NEWSLETTER. To see the LCMS 

Prayer and Giving Information, Click HERE.   

mission minutes 

Work continues in Puerto Rico.  At present, there are 

two congregations:  Iglesia Luterana Principe de Paz 

(Prince of Peace Lutheran Church) in Mayaguez, PR 

pictured here and Fuente de Vida (Fountain of Life 

Lutheran Church),  in Ponce, PR.   Each congregation 

is being served by a pastor.  Principe de Paz is served 

by the Rev. Gustavo Maita and Fuente de Vida is served by the Rev. Richard 

Schuller.  Besides the two pastors and their wives, work is also being done by 

Evangelist William Torres.   Their work is supported by LCMS World Missions and 

LCMS Disaster Response.    Regular services are held both in Mayaguez and 

Ponce and work is being done to bring the good news of Jesus to the people in 

both cities.  Over 100 bags of food and other necessary items are distributed 

every week in various neighborhoods.  Free conversational English Classes and 

Music Classes are offered.    Watch for more information about the work being 

done in Puerto Rico in an upcoming issue of Lutherans Engage.  Also there is a 

gallery of pictures taken in Puerto Rico at https://lcmsphoto.photoshelter.com/

archive (look for a photo gallery under International Ministries). 

The MN North District continues to partner with Rev. James NS Kollie and Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church and School in Cotton Tree, Liberia. Pictured are this year’s 17 Kindergarten 

Graduates. The school is currently in need of funds to provide teacher salaries. If you’d like to 

help please indicate Good Shepherd teacher salaries on your check. Funds collected and 

disbursed for Good Shepherd School: $116,545; for Pastor Kollie’s education: $50,120; for 

Jamesetta’s education: $8021; and  for Gifty’s education: $12,420. Support should be earmarked 

specifically and send to: Minnesota North District, PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401  

LCMS Missionary 

to Latin America, 

Natalie Howard, 

is celebrating her 

one year anni-

versary. Read more about 

her work HERE. 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7632c42424c67f7addaf5fed2/files/2b43770f-c215-47e5-8f26-2e63fb187c0e/P24_July_2018_newsletter.pdf
https://www.childrenwithnoone.org/
https://www.lcms.org/make-a-gift/christs-care-for-children-kenya
https://www.lcms.org/wagner
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/49d13e6373d960f6f924e6c91/files/d1444991-a970-4750-a4a2-5276b0d39c90/2018_May_June_Newsletter1.pdf?utm_source=Jastrams+to+Japan+Newsletter&utm_campaign=ec346f5fac-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_06_19_07_54&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ba4
http://prayercards.lcms.org/Jastram_Northern%20Asia_June%202015_FINAL.pdf
https://lcmsphoto.photoshelter.com/archive
https://lcmsphoto.photoshelter.com/archive
https://mailchi.mp/59441c8023ed/news-from-natalie-july-2018-missionary-newsletter?e=f64cee4663
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July 15, 2018    100th Anniversary at Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Elk River 

July 27, 2018   OPEN HOUSE—Bev Olsen Retirement at the District Office  

July 30-Aug 1, 2018   Apologetics Continuing Education at Trinity, Fergus Falls   

 

August 4, 2018   Lutheran Island Camp Quilt Auction  

August 5, 2018   145th Anniversary Celebration at Trinity Lutheran Church, Fergus Falls 

August 19, 2018   125th Anniversary Celebration at Zion Lutheran Church, North Germany 

August 8-9, 2018   New Church Workers Orientation 

August 9, 2018   Retired Church Workers Luncheon 

August 27-28, 2018   Circuit Visitors Conference at the District Office 

 

September 3, 2018   Labor Day—District Office Closed 

September 9-11, 2018  Fall Pastors’ Conference, Lutheran Island Camp 

September 16, 2018  100th Anniversary Trinity Lutheran Church, Appleton 

September 20-21, 2018  Puerto Rico Foro at the District Office 

September 23-24, 2018  MN North District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office 

September 27-29, 2018  Church Worker Wives Retreat, Lutheran Island Camp 

 

October 9, 2018   LWML MN North District Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 

October 20, 2018   Parish Nurses Panel 

October 26-27, 2018  Creation Science Seminar at Lutheran Island Camp 

  

November 8-10, 2018  National Rural and Small Town Mission Conference—Kansas City, MO 

November 12-18, 2018  Business Managers & LCEF Conference in San Diego, CA 

November 22-23, 2018  Thanksgiving Holiday—District Office Closed 

Nov. 30 - Dec. 1, 2018  Doxology Stewardship Workshop—Holy Cross, St. Cloud 

 

December 2-3, 2018  MN North District Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 

December 24-25, 2018  District Office Closed 

December 31-January 1  District Office Closed 

 

January 9, 2019   LWML MN North District Board Meeting, District Office 

February 10-11, 2019  MN North District Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 

Calendar of Events - 2018/2019 

Churches Celebrating Anniversaries 
 

August 5, 2018  145th Anniversary — Trinity, Fergus Falls 

August 19, 2018  125th Anniversary — Zion, North Germany 

September 16, 2018 100th Anniversary — Trinity, Appleton 

August 17-18, 2019 100th Anniversary — St. John’s, Akeley 
 

Contact the District Office if your congregation will be celebrating an Anniversary. 
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 Rev. Don & Mrs. Pam Stauty (Gloria Dei, Virginia) at 

the passing of Pam’s mother. 

 

Mrs. Janelle Breitbarth (wife of Rev. Steve Breitbarth, 

em, Hibbing) recovering after a mild heart attack. 

Rev. Paul Dare’s (Holy Cross, St. Cloud) father, 

diagnosed with Cancer. 

Rev. John Bumgardner (St. John, Red Lake Falls), who 

has undergone treatment for cancer. 

Mrs. Laurie Bach (wife of DCE Gary Bach, New York 

Mills), who underwent treatment for cancer. 

Rev. Dean Bell (em., Hendrum), undergoing medical 

treatment for a fractured vertebrae. 

Rev. Victor Dorn (em., St. Cloud), recovering after back 

surgery. 

The mother of Rev. Dennis McManus, facing a number 

of health issues. 

Rev. Fred Kutter (Immanuel, Albany), recovering from 

foot surgery 

Mrs. Martha Buchholz (wife of sainted pastor Rev. 

Henry Buchholz), Richville, who is having health 

issues. 

Rev. Larry Cain (em., Cromwell), who is suffering with 

health issues and pain. 

Rev. Gunard Heikkila (em., New York Mills), who is 

dealing with health issues. 

Bonnie Felix (wife of Rev. Bradley Felix, Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Virginia & Grace, Chisholm), 

undergoing cancer treatment. 

Mary Langemo Hughes (daughter of Rev. Martin & 

Carol Langemo, Princeton), who is suffering from 

hyperacusis. 

The mother of Rev. Micah Schmidt (Living Branch, 

North Branch) who is ill. 

Mrs. Melissa Martini-Tischer, wife of Rev. Steven 

Tischer (Zion, Princeton), diagnosed with 

sarcoidosis.  

Mrs. Phyllis Volkert (wife of Rev. Robert Volkert, em., 

Palisade), suffering with spine issues. 

Elaine Wagner (mother of Rev. Don Wagner, Trinity-

Deer Creek), undergoing cancer treatment. 

 

Those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of 

our District family: 

LT Geoffrey Gronewold, who is beginning training 

for Military Chaplaincy, US Army 

 Chaplain Captain Vincent Bain—Military Chaplain 

 LCMS, Fort Campbell, KY  

Chaplain Lt. Aaron Bell, son-in-law of   Pastor Tom 

 and Mary Brinkley (St. Matthew, Esko) – 

 Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy Camp 

 Pendleton 

 Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda 

 Bonk —US Army 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth (em., Hibbing), police & fire 

 chaplain 

MSgt Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Don & 

 Connie Fondow, Park Rapids—US Army 

Ensign Emily Geddes, granddaughter of Virginia 

 Ansorge—US Navy 

 Dennis Gerold, husband of DCO Abby Dawkins 

 Gerold, US Air Force 

 Timothy Milo, son of Rev. Frank & Sue Milo, Gloria 

 Dei, Pequot Lakes—MN National Guard 

Chaplain LCDR John Thomson – Active Duty 

 Chaplain—US Navy Guam 

1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan 

 Uhrinak, Crosslake—Air Force 

Sgt. Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & 

 Bonnie Vrudny, Walker, with the Army 

 Reserve Engineering unit in Mankato. 

Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene 

Wagner, Trinity, Deer Creek, National Guard 

 

Julie Grzybowski, daugher of Rev. Terry & Nancy 

Grzybowski, serving a two year Peace Corp 

Commitment in Ethiopia. 

Missionaries Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram 

serving as career missionaries through the LCMS 

in northern Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan. (son of 

sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and Mrs. 

Phyllis Jastram) 

Missionary Rebecca Wagner, LCMS Missionary serving 

as International Ministry Coordinator at the 

University of Minnesota and University Lutheran 

Chapel. 

 

Rev. Joshua & Tristin Reinke, celebrating the birth of 

baby girl, Aquilla Esther, born June 26, 2018.  

In Our Prayers 



Call Update 
MN NORTH DISTRICT 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 

CALLS ACCEPTED 

 

CALLING CONGREGATIONS   

ALEXANDRIA, Zion (Sr. Pastor)  

BROWNS VALLEY/CLAIRE CITY, SD, Zion/Zion  (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Larry Johnson)  

CHISHOLM, Grace  (Vacancy Pastor – Rev. Brad Felix)   

ELBOW LAKE/HOFFMAN, Christ/Zion  (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Bill Aufdenkamp)   

FRAZEE, Bethlehem (Interim Pastor Rev. John Beck) 

GRAND MARAIS, Life in Christ (Vacancy Pastor – Rev. Daniel Preus) - called Rev. Chad Schopp, Livingston, 
MT 

GRAND RAPIDS, First (Vacancy Pastor – Rev. William Zeige) 

LEAF VALLEY/S. EFFINGTON, Ebenezer/St. James 

MILACA, St. Paul (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Daniel Carlson) 

MOORHEAD, Our Redeemer (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. George Krueger)  

MORRIS, Zion (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jack Baumgarn)  

PEQUOT LAKES, Gloria Dei—Called Rev. Samuel Grayl, Boseman, MT—Declined the call 

SILVER BAY, Faith (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dean Rudloff) - Called Rev. Erik Rottmann, Versailles, MO—
Declined the call 

  

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 

Rev. Stephen Rutherford accepted a call to St. John, Louisville, IL 

Rev. Thomas Von Hagel, Em. transferred from Northern Illinois District 

Rev. Loren Vogler, Em. transferred from Iowa District West 

 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CHANGES 

ST. CLOUD, Prince of Peace Lutheran School, (Principal/Administrator) Mrs. Anne Neilitz of St. Paul ’s 
Lutheran Church and School in Prior Lake has accepted the call. 

ALEXANDRIA, Zion Lutheran School—Called Teacher Candidate Martha Fritz and colloquy candidate Amber 
Rousu. Installation 8/26/18. 

SABIN, Trinity—(DCE) Called Emmalee Kuphal, Tucson, AZ 
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Rev. Dr. Don Fondow, District President  don.fondow@mnnlcms.org  

Bev Olsen, Admin. Ass’t    bev.olsen@mnnlcms.org   
 

Mission & Ministry Facilitators: 

Rev. Jeffrey Lee [MaCO] jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 

Rev. Monte Meyer [PLaN] monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org   

Diana Ruopp, Admin. Ass’t  diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org 
 

George Miller, LCEF/Office Manager      george.miller@mnnlcms.org   

Bookkeeper  -  Angie Ringstrom angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org  

LCEF      lcef@mnnlcms.org  

 

Church Worker Care Coordinator: Vacant  
 

 

 

Congregational Care Counselor:  

 Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org 

Lutheran Witness Editor the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  

 Rev. Stephen Rutherford  (218/947-4182) 
  

Gift Planning Counselor: 

 Mr. David Priebe david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary: 

 Rev. Martin Mably, Elk River pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  
 

District Treasurer: 

      Mr. Mike Uran  treasurer@mnnlcms.org    
 

Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

Rev. Ron Carnicom, Chairman (218/675-6532) constitution@mnnlcms.org 

Contact us: Mail:   PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604  e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org  

  Phone:   218/829-1781   800/482-5022   Minnesota North District website:  www.mnnlcms.org 
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