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“But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed 
heads, then the weeds also appeared. The owner's servants came to him 
and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the 
weeds come from?' 'An enemy did this,' he replied” (Matthew 13”25-28a). 

As I was looking over the Gospel Lesson for last Sunday (Third Sunday after 
Pentecost): Mark 3:20-35, the thought struck me that wherever Jesus went 
large crowds gathered to hear Him. However, many of them rejected Him. 
Today, in most Christian churches we don’t have great numbers of people 
coming to hear Jesus’ Word. Tragically, the devil has convinced people that 
it’s irrelevant. 

We have to struggle against a formidable foe in the battle of life. This foe 
works especially hard to cause frustrations and place obstacles in the way 
of our faithfully completing the task of being good seed in the world. St. 
Paul tells us how formidable this foe is when he writes: “Our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms” (Ephesians 6:12). 

Jesus says that these forces, the enemy against which we struggle, are 
motivated by Satan. In His explanation of this portion of the parable Jesus 
asserts: “The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows 
them is the devil” (verses 38&39). 

Ever since his rebellion against God and his expulsion from the realms of 
heaven, the devil has been bent upon undoing the work of God. His goal is 
to frustrate every endeavor on the part of God and His children to bring the 
Gospel of salvation to people. He desires to have as much of the human 
race as possible with him in the great bottomless pit, reserved for him and 
his evil angels. As we function as the good seed in the world, therefore, the 
devil sows the weeds of self-righteousness and false security, of disbelief 
and unbelief in the field of the world. The result is that people follow their 
natural inclination to reject the message of God’s grace and love, and in the 
folly of unbelief, lose out on the peace and joy for time and eternity that 
can come only through the Gospel of Christ.  

So, we see members of the younger generation who seem to have less time 
for and interest in religion and the church; being unhappy, dissatisfied with 
life they end their lives in suicide. American culture encourages individuals 
to pick and choose their own beliefs from a wide array of religious ideas and 
philosophies. Those who look for salvation look only to themselves, while 
many more adopt the satanic lie and imagine, as the song goes, that there is 
no heaven, no hell, no religion, no God.  
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Consider recent headlines: 

 30-year-old Man Evicted from His 

Parents House 

 In Texas School Shooting, 10 Dead, 10 

Hurt 

 Child and Teen Suicide Attempts More 

Than Double in 7 Years 

Christianity and Depression: It's Complicated 

You cannot open a newspaper, turn on the 

television, listen to the radio, or unlock your 

smartphone these days without being 

bombarded by the news of the brokenness of 

humanity. Many seek to solve the issues in 

the headlines with legislation. Others point to 

parents as the sole solution.  But where do 

we pastors come in?  What is a faithful 

pastoral response to the increasing social 

chaos and spiritual mayhem?  

Merely thinking about these issues alone is 

enough to give pastors fits. Yet we don't have 

to tackle these problems or consider 

solutions alone. This is where the DOXOLOGY 

program can help. 

For the last 10 years the DOXOLOGY program 

has been a conversation about the 

intersection of mental health and soul care. 

Our research and expertise in the 

intersection of spiritual care and mental 

health will equip you to stand ready to 

shepherd the lost and hurting in the world 

around you with the Good News of Christ 

that our bad news world so desperately 

needs.  

Please consider joining the conversation and 

learning with us in one of our Classic 

programs that start this summer. Our 

churches and our hurting world will benefit 

from your participation. Learn more about 

our three-part retreat series of learning, 

worship, and fellowship for you, your spouse, 

and your lay leaders at the links below. 

Here are the dates and locations for our 

Classic programs which begin this summer: 

June 25-28 in Illinois 

July 9-12 in Indiana 

September 17-20 in Wisconsin 

For additional information and to register, 

visit doxology.us. 

In Christ, 

Dr. Harold L. Senkbeil 

On May 20, 2018, Bethlehem Lutheran, Herman, and St. Paul's 

Lutheran, Campbell, celebrated the 25th anniversary of Rev. Carl 

Berner's Ordination. 

A plaque was made by Vernell Wagner and presented to Pastor 

Berner and Helen after the service at Bethlehem.  A congratulatory 

letter received from President Fondow was read and a gift of 

money was presented at that time.   

St Paul's members joined Bethlehem for a pot-luck meal at noon.    

A Stewardship Story 
The Lutheran tradition does a tremendous job of telling the 
story of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. In the best 
of the proper distinction of Law and Gospel, for generations 
Lutherans have been homiletically and pastorally successful 
in, as the sainted Al Barry would insist, getting this message 
straight and getting this message out. When Christians of any 
stripe, and even those outside the Church, listen to Lutheran 
preaching and teaching, it is clear that there is something 
different happening. 
 

View the full issue 
 

Resources available: 

Check out the Stewardship Ministry webpage, www.lcms.org/
stewardship, to find and download stewardship resources. 
Faith Aflame: 360 Degrees stewardship materials are still 
available at faithaflame.lcms.org. Check out the LCMS Online 
Store for Additional Stewardship Resources store.lcms.org. 

Pastors from the Minnesota North District are eligible to receive a $1000 grant 

toward the Classic program graciously provided by the Minnesota North LWML. 

Only four grants remain this year: ACT NOW!   

Contact Nancy Ewert, newert@doxology.us for details. 

http://www.doxology.us
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2ffiles.lcms.org%2fwl%2f%3fid%3dQeqyv070DJYoDyGGozhSzRfBEXilHoWL&srcid=105602&srctid=1&erid=16244783&trid=37cb5368-59ba-4078-b3ee-d5e9868b652e
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms.org%2fstewardship&srcid=105602&srctid=1&erid=16244783&trid=37cb5368-59ba-4078-b3ee-d5e9868b652e
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms.org%2fstewardship&srcid=105602&srctid=1&erid=16244783&trid=37cb5368-59ba-4078-b3ee-d5e9868b652e
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2ffaithaflame.lcms.org&srcid=105602&srctid=1&erid=16244783&trid=37cb5368-59ba-4078-b3ee-d5e9868b652e
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fstore.lcms.org&srcid=105602&srctid=1&erid=16244783&trid=37cb5368-59ba-4078-b3ee-d5e9868b652e
mailto:newert@doxology.us?subject=MN%20North%20LWML%20Grant
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New Spanish resources  
for Hispanic ministry 

If you’d like to share the Gospel with your 
Spanish-speaking neighbors, or if you’re 
heading out on a short-term mission trip to 
Central or South America, the Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation 
(www.LHFmissions.org) has translated and 
published two new resources for you: A 
Child’s Garden of Bible Stories and the Bible 
with Small Catechism, both in the Spanish 
language. Donations to help cover the 
printing and shipping costs are gratefully 
accepted, but as with all of LHF’s translated 
materials, both of these books are free of 
charge to the ministries, churches, or 
individuals who need them. Call the LHF 
office at (800)554-0723 or email 
info@LHFmissions.org with your order 
(number of copies, hardcover or 
paperback).  

The Quilters from St. Paul’s Loon Lake, 

Vergas, MN have completed another 

season of quilting. They completed quilts 

for Orphan Grain Train, local fire 

departments, Salvation Army, Ysleta 

Lutheran Mission, local food shelves, 

Mahube, Crisis Centers, LIC auction, high 

school graduates, and donated for local 

benefits. They also made bandages, 

health care kits, school kits, t-shirt 

diapers, fleece mittens and hats. Prayer 

shawls were crocheted along with baby 

blankets/afghans and afghans for 

Ysleta’s mountain congregations. It was 

a very fun winter with only a couple of 

storm day cancellations. 

OPEN HOUSE 
in celebration of BEV OLSEN’S retirement 

 

Friday, July 27, 2018 

1:00 - 4:00 pm 
MN North District Office - 7264 Fairview Rd. Baxter 

 

Join us to celebrate Bev and thank her for 32 years of faithful service. 

Attn:  MNN District Treasurers: 

Is your church on Concordia Health Plans?  

Do you have church employees 65 and 

over?  Do you want to save your church 

money?  Concordia is offering a program 

called Premium Plus.  Using this program,  

your Medicare eligible employees sign up 

for Medicare Part A & B and have 

Concordia Plans supplement insurance as 

secondary.  Concordia Plans reimburses 

you for the Medicare premiums and gives 

your church a discounted rate on the 

monthly premiums.  You would continue to 

have coverage with Cigna Dental and 

Vision Care, Hearing Care, the Employee 

Assistance Program and Wellness program.   

See the Concordia Plans Website for more 

information. 

http://www.LHFmissions.org
mailto:info@LHFmissions.org
https://www.concordiaplans.org/
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Continued from page 1 

Andrew Coop 
has been called to serve at 
Saint Paul Lutheran Church 

Ankeny, IA  

God’s Blessings to these  

MN North District Seminary Students 

A SPECIAL INVITATION FROM THE 

SOUTH DAKOTA DISTRICT 

Join us for 2 presentations by with 

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Kloha at St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD 

“For many will come in My name, 
claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will 
deceive many . . . Many will turn 
away from the faith and will betray 
and hate each other, and many false 
prophets will appear and deceive 
many people” (Matthew 24:5,10,11). 
“Because of the increase of 
wickedness, the love of most will 
grow cold” (Matthew 24:12). “People 
will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boastful, arrogant, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, unloving, 
unforgiving, slanderous, without self
-control, brutal, haters of good . . . 
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God” (2 Timothy 3:2-4). In these 
last days, that is exactly what we are 
seeing. These words of Scripture 
describing the last days sound 
frightening. But this is not all that 
Jesus said about the times in which 
we live. He said to His disciples, “See 
to it that you are not 
alarmed” (Matthew 24:6). Far from 
being frightened and filled with a 
sense of pessimism and doom, we are 

invited by our Savior to place our 
trust completely in Him. We can do 
that because of His promises: “He 
who stands firm to the end will be 
saved. And this Gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in the 
whole world as a testimony to all 
nations” (Matthew 24:13, 14). “[My 
Word] will not return to Me empty, 
but it will accomplish what I desire 
and achieve the purpose for which I 
sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).  

Armed with His presence, promise, 
and with His message, in these last 
days, we have been perfectly 
positioned by God to continue to 
carry out the mission He has given to 
His church of all ages. We have the 
promise that He will continue to do 
all things for the good of those who 
love Him. We have the precious 
saving Gospel and the unchanging 
truth of His Word— to treasure for 
ourselves and to proclaim to the 
world. As the time for Jesus’ return 
draws near, what better for us to do 
than to recommit our efforts, our 
resources, ourselves to clinging to His 

Word and to being the witnesses to 
the world that God intends us to be. 
Not growing weary or disheartened 
when there are only a few who 
gather to hear His Word, but rather 
giving thanks that where two or three 
are gathered in His name, there He is 
among them (Matthew 18:20), and 
then refocus with confidence and 
commitment on the mission God has 
given us to do. 

All the while remembering as the 
Apostle Paul reminds us that we may 
plant and water, but in the end, only 
God makes it grow. God makes His 
kingdom grow one soul at a time as 
His Word does its powerful work in 
sinners who need a Savior. 

“Preach you the Word and  
plant it home 

And never faint; the Harvest Lord 
Who gave the sower seed to sow 

Will watch and tend His  
planted Word” 
(LSB 586, vs. 6) 

 

President Don Fondow 

Joshua Mork 
has been placed as Vicar at 
Zion Lutheran Church 
Pierce, NE  

Gino Marchetti, II 
has been placed as Vicar at 
St. John's Lutheran Church 
Beardstown, IL 

For Pastors:   

“Thinking Theologically About the History 

of  The New Testament Manuscripts” 

Saturday, August 25, 2018 from 9:30 am - 

3:30 pm 

For All:       

“The New Testament: Canon, Text and 

Translation” Sunday, August 26, 2018 

from 4:00 - 8:00 pm 

Contact Rev. Tim Koch for more infor-

mation: revtimkoch@gmail.com 

Michael Metzler 
has been called to serve at 
Saint Paul Lutheran Church 

Hinckley, MN 55037  

mailto:revtimkoch@gmail.com?subject=Rev.%20Dr.%20Jeffrey%20Kloha%20Presentation
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I am pleased to announce that BOTH the 2018-

2019 Chapel Talks and National Lutheran 

Schools Week (NLSW) materials have been 

released and are available for schools to access 

and use in their planning for the upcoming 

school year! Following the theme of "Real. 

Present. God.", both resources draw upon the 

fact that Jesus is Real, Jesus is Present, and 

Jesus is God and  helps students realize that 

Jesus is still real and present in their lives 

today. 

Chapel Talks explores the whole book of 

Psalms with a specific focus on Psalm 46. It 

contains resources for individuals tasked with 

leading weekly chapel services to students of 

all ages in Lutheran and Christian schools. Bible 

verses, weekly hymns and speaking points 

make up only a portion of the great content of 

this year’s Chapel Talks. The resource is 

available as a free PDF download or as a print 

copy for purchase through Amazon.com. 

The National Lutheran Schools Week (NLSW) 

materials help schools celebrate Lutheran 

schools together during the week of January 

27-February 2, 2019 and focus around the fact 

Jesus is Real and Present in our lives today! 

The NLSW resources are available as a free 

download and additional resources will 

continue to be added throughout the coming 

months. 

Both resources can be found on LuthEd.org 

through the Chapel Talks and the National 

Lutheran Schools Week pages as well as 

through the document library on 

LCMS.org.  We have also shared this 

information through our social media pages 

(Facebook, Twitter and Instagram), so please 

feel free to share these posts to your pages as 

well. 

We are thrilled to announce a 
brand new FREE online resource: 
Finding Peace in Conflict. 
 

This FREE online course was 
produced in collaboration with 
Lutheran Hour Ministries and 
presents a summary of Conflict 
Resolution vs. Reconciliation. It's 
the latest addition to the LHM 
Learn online library. 
 

This course has two primary uses. 
First, it's an excellent review of 
Biblical reconciliation principles 
for your personal review. For 
reconcilers it is also an 
exceptional resource for 
coaching. It makes a great 
coaching assignment that's 
available to anyone anytime! 
 

You will always be able to find it 
on the Get Help Now page of our 
new website; aorhope.org. 
 

Check it out and let us know what 
you think by commenting at our 
blog! 
 

Log in to Take the Course 

In Christ’s service, 
Dwight Schettler 
President 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Gifty Kollie graduated 
from Mayer Lutheran 
High School in May. We 
wish her the best as she 
continues her education 
at Concordia, Chicago in 
the Deaconess program. 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to all who have contributed to 
Gifty’s education fund. Your gifts have 
made it possible for Gifty to complete her 
high school education here in the USA at 
one of our Lutheran Schools. A special 
thank you to the administration and staff 
at Mayer Lutheran and especially to Rev. 
Dennis and Mary McManus, Gifty’s hosts. 

Dear MN North District, 

Greetings from Santiago, Dominican Republic! 

Thank you very much for your partnership in 

service and for your prayers. Your District’s 

congregations have been a huge blessing and 

support for me and my service. I had the pleasure 

of seeing Pastor David Becker and his wife Tracie 

in Puerto Rico for our twice yearly FORO. I hope 

to join you again in person for the next FORO in 

MN. I am working with St. John, Aitkin to get care 

packages made for our residents of Good 

Shepherd Lutheran Homes, a residence for 

persons with disabilities. I am so grateful for your 

blessing of partnership and hearts for mission. 

  Many thanks, and blessings,  

  Natalie Howard 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/ed060e5ee9/b33971a4bf/551fcce96a
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/ed060e5ee9/b33971a4bf/05898ed67a
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/ed060e5ee9/b33971a4bf/05898ed67a
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/ed060e5ee9/b33971a4bf/600d6dd29d
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/ed060e5ee9/b33971a4bf/18c37f69df
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/ed060e5ee9/b33971a4bf/f51ac05d45
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmbassadorsofReconci/ed060e5ee9/b33971a4bf/d6dd2bbc62
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LCMS Service of Worship 
Every Sunday at 10:00a.m.  
on KBJR Channel 6, Duluth 

 

MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR Channel 
6. "MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND" is a locally produced 
TV program that includes a 30 minute worship service led by 
participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our 
LCMS, along with a 30 minute children's program called 
"Kid's Crossing". It is broadcast every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite 
systems carrying these stations, and archived on https://
vimeo.com/user82955593  

 

TUNE IN IN JULY! 
 
Sunday, July 15: Pastor David Petrich  
   Mount Olive, Bovey, MN 
 

Sunday, July 22: Pastor David Schoessow 
   Christ, Superior, WI 
 

Sunday, July 29: Pastor Kirk Schield 
   Christ, Superior, WI 

Minneapolis is hosting the 2019 LCMS National Youth 

Gathering. If you have never taken a group to the Gath-

ering, this is a great opportunity to test the waters. Learn 

everything you need to know about the gathering at the 

website: 

www.lcmsgathering.com 

National Youth Gathering adult leaders have an excellent 

resource for connecting and sharing ideas on facebook. 

Find it here: 

www.facebook.com/groups/NYGadultleaders 

New ideas for fundraising, planning and preparing are 

coming out daily on the website. Check out this useful 

webinar on Setting up a One Year Gathering Plan: 

Watch the Webinar 

As Gathering hosts, our Minnesota Districts need lots of 

volunteers both before and after the Gathering to help 

make sure things are set up and ready for our thousands 

of guests. Sign up to volunteer here: 

https://form.jotform.com/mnsdistrict/NYGVolunteers 

Did you know the MN North District has National Youth 

Gathering District Coordinator? Get in touch with DCE 

Christopher Brown to get all your questions answered: 

dcechristopher@arvig.net 

Watch your mailbox and email for more information in the coming 

months. Posters and bulletin announcements are on their way.  

AMAZING FAMILY READING RESOURCES | ONLINE GUIDES AND TOOLS  

Join the mailing list at www.mnnlcms.org  - Click on BRING IT HOME 

From the Florida-Georgia District: 

WANTED: WINTER HOSPITALITY PASTOR 

Concordia LCMS, Sarasota Florida prayerfully seeks a winter 
pastor or deaconess.  Following Jesus, lead us by welcoming 
worship guests, following up on guests and those drifting 
from worship, developing a Wednesday eve Divine Service 
with Sacrament and Bible study, and discipling Concordia 
leaders in these tasks.  Little or no preaching required.  Serve 
November 1, 2018 through April 30, 2019, 20 to 30 hours per 
week.  Visit ConcordiaSarasota.org.  For details about this 
ministry, compensation and housing options contact 
Concordia at 941-365-0844 or concordia5@juno.com.   

https://vimeo.com/user82955593
https://vimeo.com/user82955593
https://www.lcmsgathering.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NYGadultleaders/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osvrEYnK2fI&feature=youtu.be
https://mailchi.mp/mnsdistrict/announcing-local-efforts-for-the-2019-lcms-national-youth-gathering-2004081
mailto:dcechristopher@arvig.net?subject=NYG%20Info
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/bring-it-home
mailto:concordia5@juno.com
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“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30 
minute worship service led by participating pastors of the North Dakota and 
Minnesota North Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute children’s pro-
gram called “Kid’s Crossing”. Programs are broadcast at 9:00am Central time 
on the following FOX stations: KVRR Fargo-Moorhead Channel 15.1, KBRR 
Thief River Falls-Grand Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR Jamestown Channel 7.1, 
KNRR Pembina Channel 12.1, and cable and satellite systems carrying these 
stations, and archived on www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com.  

“MAIN STREET LIVING” TV MINISTRY 

This month we introduce Carole Borchers, our MSLN Secretary. Carole and her 
husband (Glenn), are retired and have lived in Moorhead the past 18 years. 
Carole states: “God has blessed us with a wonderful family of 3 children spread 
out through the US, all 3 in varying educational jobs. God has blessed me with 
many experiences in life that prepared me for my role as Director of Christian 
Outreach at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Moorhead for 8 years, retiring 
in 2012. My husband and I lived in West Africa as volunteer agricultural mis-
sionaries for one year and have gone on numerous mission trips to many parts 
of the world. It is a joy to share the Good News and serve people wherever; 
thus my interest in Main Street Living North.  My passion is encouraging peo-
ple, especially women of all ages, in their walk with the Lord. I enjoy facilitat-
ing small group Bible studies and working in the LWML. Thank you Carole! 

Please continue to help spread the word to your extended family and friends! 
In addition to viewing the TV programs Sunday mornings, please also let them 
know that they can watch all of the Fargo-based archived programs at any 
time on line at www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com.  

To add your much needed financial support, checks may be sent to “Main 
Street Living North”, 821-5th Ave. S., Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit 
Card or your PayPal account at: www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com.  Thank you 
and God’s blessing in Christ! 
 

“Main Street Living North” TV Programs for July 2018: 
 

July 1:    Rev. Leo Deitemeyer, First American Lutheran 
Church,Mayville, ND, presents today ’s message: “The Stead-
fast Love of the Lord” based on Lamentations 3:22-33.  

 

July 8:    Rev. Scott Muehlberg, St. John Lutheran Church, Frazee, MN, 
and Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Osage, MN, presents to-
day’s message: “Offensive and Weakness: Acceptance and 
Strength” based on 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 and Mark 6:1-13.  

 

July 15:  Rev. Robert Hill, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Wimbledon, ND, 
presents today’s message: “More Than a Prophet” based on Mark 
6:14-16.  

 

July 22:  Rev. Jacob Wagner, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Vergas, MN, 
presents today’s message: “One In Christ” based on Ephesians 
2:11-22. 

July 29:  Rev. Richard Biberdorf, Grace Lutheran Church, Carrington, 
ND, presents today ’s message: “Remember the Rainbow!” 
based on Genesis 9:8-17.         

“God in a God-Forsaken Land” is a work 

of historical fiction set in west-central 

Minnesota. The 1870s were years of 

severe weather, locusts, prairie fires and 

hardship for immigrants who had risked 

it all for land and freedom in America. A 

young circuit-rider missionary could only 

hope to bring faith, family, and stability 

as he preached the Word of Life in a 

seemingly God-Forsaken land.  
 

Gene Stark lives, writes and runs a family 

business in rural Minnesota. He is a 

graduate of Concordia University, St. 

Paul.  Copies of the book are available in 

local bookstores and online. For a special 

order of box sets visit CrossLink 

Publishing HERE. 

The District Office welcomed a group of 

young servants from Immanuel in 

Elmhurst, IL on June 14th. They stopped 

in after spending a week hosting VBS at 

Inger, MN. Thank you for your service! 

http://www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com
http://www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com
http://www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com
http://www.crosslinkpublishing.com/order-box-sets-of-god-in-a-god-forsaken-land/
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Shepherd's Canyon Retreat offers seven 

carefully designed days of individual, 

couple, and group Christian counseling. 

Our sessions include four couples 

(singles welcome). Our emphasis is 

upon Christian professional church 

workers including, but not limited to 

Pastors, Missionaries, Rostered 

Teachers, Directors of Christian 

Education, Deaconesses, and their 

spouses. Learn more by visiting the 

Shepherd’s Canyon WEBSITE. 

July 9-16  

August 6-13  

September 10-17  

October 8-15  

November 5-12  

December 3-10  

Here’s what people are saying about Grace Place Wellness programs: 

“Thank you for so generously supporting the Grace Place Wellness Ministry.  I’ve been in 

ministry 12 years and married for 17, and this was the first time since I became a pastor 

that we’ve taken time away like this for the sole purpose of strengthening our marriage 

and reflecting on ministry.  The excellent presentations, combined with the couples’ time, 

helped us uncover some struggles we hadn’t been 

attending to and/can already see the long-term 

benefits this week will have for us.” 

To learn more about the ministry of Grace Place, visit 

their website at www.graceplacewellness.org 

Creation 
Conference 

“Theistic Evolution—A 
Contentious Compromise” 
  

The sixth annual creation conference of the 
Society of Creation, “Theistic Evolution—A 
Contentious Compromise” will be hosted by 
Concordia University Wisconsin, June 29 
and 30, 2018. Keynote speakers include the 
three founding members of the Society of 
Creation—Dr. Gary Locklair, Dr. Andrew 
Steinmann, and Dr. Joel Heck—and they 
will each speak on theistic evolution. Dr. 
Locklair, Concordia University Wisconsin 
computer science professor, will present on 
“Contentious Compromise—Why God 
Didn’t Use Evolution” and on “Clearly 
Created—How God Formed Heaven and 
Earth.” Dr. Steinmann, from Concordia 
University Chicago, will speak on “What A 
Day Is in Genesis 1: Why Genesis Cannot Be 
Interpreted as Supporting Theistic 
Evolution.” Dr. Heck, Concordia University 
Texas, will speak on “Icons of Evolution: The 
Flaws in Most Evolutionary ‘Evidence’.” 
More information about their talks—and 
the talks of the other speakers—is available 
on our website (see link below). The 
schedule includes sessions all day on Friday 
and Saturday. An evening session on Friday 
is optional. The cost for attendance at 
Concordia University Wisconsin is $70.00. A 
discount is available for multiple people 
from the same family or church. 

A registration form can be downloaded 
from our website with information about 
conference schedule, registration, and the 
Saturday noon meal, and participants can 
also register online through our website. Go 
to www.societyofcreation.org for online 
registration or to download the registration 
form for mailing. Then click on the 
“Conferences” link. As you scroll down, the 
registration link and registration form are 
both available. Other information about the 
keynote speakers and their plenary 
addresses as well as publicity options 
(poster, bulletin announcements) may also 
be found on the website. To get more 
information, contact Dr. Heck at 
joelheck2@gmail.com.  

All those working in Hispanic ministry — or interested in learning more about it — are 
invited to attend the Sixth National Hispanic Lutheran Convention, which will be held 
July 24–27 in Houston. 

This year’s theme is Discipulado 4K: Caminando Juntos con Cristo (“4K Discipleship: 
Walking Together with Christ”), based on 2 Tim. 2:2. According to the Rev. Adolfo Bor-
ges, the convention’s president, the gathering will give those in attendance “time to 
rejoice together and be strengthened to continue our service for Him.” 

The registration fee is $150 for an individual or $300 for a family. Registration includes 
dinner on Tuesday, lunch on Wednesday, and lunch and dinner on Thursday. 

The Houston Marriott Westchase is offering attendees a special hotel rate of $99 plus 
tax per night if booked by July 10. Breakfast is included in this rate. 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/hispanic-ministry 

https://www.shepherdscanyonretreat.org/
https://www.graceplacewellness.org/
http://www.societyofcreation.org
mailto:joelheck2@gmail.com
https://calendar.lcms.org/event/sixth-national-hispanic-lutheran-convention/
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/hispanic-ministry
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Click HERE to download  

the Newsletter 

The Christian Family —  

An Engine for Exponential Growth  
The Christian family is the engine of ex-ponential 

growth for the kingdom of Christ. For this engine 

to be running smoothly and at full throttle, 

families need the church to provide them with 

knowledge, skills, attitudes and support. 

Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus 

(EECMY), the largest Lutheran church in the 

world, understands this biblical principle. They 

have a desire for every family in the church of 

9.1 million members to have the knowledge, 

skills, attitudes and support. The leaders of 

EECMY asked Concordia Center for the Family 

(CCF) on the campus of Concordia University, 

Ann Arbor, Mich., to help them integrate family 

ministry into their entire church body over the 

next 5–10 years. Concordia Center for the Family 

is honored and ready to meet this challenge. The 

church has a system for growing an individual’s 

faith in Christ. We invite indi-viduals to church so 

the church can:  
 

T—Teach them the faith  

O—Help them Outreach with the Gospel  

U—Uplift them through fellowship  

C—Help them Care for others  

H—Help them honor God through worship.  
 

Dr. Ben Freudenburg serves as director of 

Concordia Center for the Family, Ann Arbor, 

Mich. For the rest of Dr. Freudenburg’s article 

and more, click the link above to visit the RSTM 

website and online newsletter. 
 

LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission supports and 

encourages rural and small-town congregations 

in engaging their communities and growing 

together in Christ through Word and Sacrament. 

Learn more about RSTM at lcms.org/rstm or by 

calling 888-463-5127. “Like” us on our Facebook 

page at facebook.com/lcmsrstm  

https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/lcms-rural-small-town-mission-june-2018-newsletter/
http://www.lcms.org/rstm
http://www.facebook.com/lcmsrstm
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A MINISTRY OF MAYER LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL, MAYER, MN 

Summer School Highlights 

 Students can start at anytime 

 We create pacing guides to help students complete by Fall 

 Transcripts sent to the school upon completion 

 Parents and a 'liaison' chosen by your school can follow 

progress 

 Semester, Full Year or Partial Courses 

 Credit Recovery Courses: covering only the material you 

determine needed to complete course 

 Our teachers are licensed and experienced in teaching online  
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

http://www.genesisva.org/summer-school/
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Project 24 Boarding 

Facilities provide a Christ-

centered, loving, caring and safe 

environment for vulnerable 

children. Together with the North 

Dakota District—LCMS, the MN 

North District—LCMS continues to support the 

Project 24 boarding facility located at Lenkinshon, 

Kenya. The facility was dedicated last year and 

currently houses 25 children. Project 24 is strictly a 

building program. Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya 

is a child sponsorship program that matches a 

sponsor with a child in a Project 24 facility. 

Sponsors can learn their child’s name, see their 

picture, pray for them, write to them and receive 

letters from them. Project 24 funds collected and 

disbursed are $110,504. Visit the Project 24 website 

HERE. Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya funds 

collected and disbursed are $16,186. Visit the CCC 

Kenya site HERE. 

Rebecca Wagner, LCMS 

Missionary serving as 

International Ministry 

Coordinator at the University of 

Minnesota and University 

Lutheran Chapel in Minneapolis. To read 

Rebecca’s newsletter click HERE and for a recent 

photo essay HERE. For Rebecca’s LCMS Prayer & 

Giving Information go to: www.lcms.org/wagner.  

Work continues in Puerto Rico.  At 

present, there are two 

congregations:  Iglesia Luterana 

Principe de Paz (Prince of Peace 

Lutheran Church) in Mayaguez, PR 

pictured here and Fuente de Vida 

(Fountain of Life Lutheran Church),  in 

Ponce, PR.   Each congregation is being 

served by a pastor.  Principe de Paz is 

served by the Rev. Gustavo Maita and Fuente de Vida is served by the Rev. 

Richard Schuller.  Besides the two pastors and their wives, work is also being 

done by Evangelist William Torres.   Their work is supported by LCMS World 

Missions and LCMS Disaster Response.    Regular services are held both in 

Mayaguez and Ponce and work is being done to bring the good news of Jesus to 

the people in both cities.  Over 100 bags of food and other necessary items are 

distributed every week in various neighborhoods.  Free conversational English 

Classes and Music Classes are offered.    Watch for more information about the 

work being done in Puerto Rico in an upcoming issue of Lutherans Engage.  Also 

there is a gallery of pictures taken in Puerto Rico at https://

lcmsphoto.photoshelter.com/archive (look for a photo gallery under 

International Ministries). 

Support for any of these missionaries can be sent 

to:   Minnesota North District—LCMS, PO Box 

604, Brainerd, MN—earmarked for the specific 

mission or missionary. 

Rev. Dr. Daniel (son of sainted pastor—Rev. 

Robert Jastram and Mrs. Phyllis Jastram) and Dr. 

Joan Jastram serve as career missionaries 

through the LCMS in northern Asia, based in 

Tokyo, Japan. In this role, Rev. Jastram helps 

develop and implement a strategic mission plan 

for this area.   

The Jastrams’ prayer requests include:  

 Pray for Dan in his supervisory role for theological education in Asia.  

  Pray for a smooth transition of our regional office and missionary families 

moving from Hong Kong to Taiwan.  

For more on the Jastrams and their mission check out their latest NEWSLETTER. 

To see the LCMS Prayer and Giving Information, Click HERE.   

The MN North District continues to partner with Rev. James NS Kollie and Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and 

School in Cotton Tree, Liberia. For the past two months, Pastor Kollie has been visiting family and preaching in 

Minnesota. The school is currently in need of funds to provide teacher salaries. Teacher salaries at Good Shepherd 

School range from about $50-100/month. During months of financial stress, teachers may not be paid at all. If 

you’d like to help please clearly indicate Good Shepherd teacher salaries on the memo line of your check. Funds 

collected and disbursed for Good Shepherd School: $116,545; for Pastor Kollie’s education: $49,950; for 

Jamesetta’s education: $7,918; and  for Gifty’s education: $12,317. Support should be earmarked specifically and 

send to: Minnesota North District, PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401  

mission minutes 

https://www.childrenwithnoone.org/
https://www.lcms.org/make-a-gift/christs-care-for-children-kenya
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/35808a91635069f50a42ac3ce/files/3b5e8189-a259-4e22-aa00-a4e8e4d16cb7/January_2018_Newsletter.01.pdf
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/photo-essay-introducing-international-students-to-christ/
https://www.lcms.org/wagner
https://lcmsphoto.photoshelter.com/archive
https://lcmsphoto.photoshelter.com/archive
https://jastrams.files.wordpress.com/2018/04/2018-marchapril-jastram-newsletter1.pdf?utm_source=Jastrams+to+Japan+Newsletter&utm_campaign=df6596efd1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_04_27&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ba47683df4-df6596efd1-157092589
http://prayercards.lcms.org/Jastram_Northern%20Asia_June%202015_FINAL.pdf
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June 18-20, 2018   LWML Minnesota North District Convention at the Sanford Center,  

      Bemidji, MN 

June 25, 2018   Ministerial Health Commission—Meeting at the District Office 

June 30-July 1, 2018  100th Anniversary Celebration at Grace Lutheran Church, Hibbing 

 

July 4, 2018    Independence Day—District Office Closed 

July 10, 2018    LWML MN North District Board Meeting at the District Office 

July 15, 2018    100th Anniversary at Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Elk River 

June 25-27, 2018   Continuing Education at Prince of Peace School, St. Cloud 

July 27, 2018    OPEN HOUSE—Bev Olsen Retirement at the District Office  

July 30-Aug 1, 2018   Apologetics Continuing Education at Trinity, Fergus Falls   

 

August 4, 2018   Lutheran Island Camp Quilt Auction  

August 19, 2018   125th Anniversary Celebration at Zion Lutheran Church, North Germany 

August 8-9, 2018   New Church Workers Orientation 

August 9, 2018   Retired Church Workers Luncheon 

August 27-28, 2018   Circuit Visitors Conference at the District Office 

 

September 3, 2018   Labor Day—District Office Closed 

September 9-11, 2018  Fall Pastors’ Conference, Lutheran Island Camp 

September 16, 2018  100th Anniversary Trinity Lutheran Church, Appleton 

September 20-21, 2018  Puerto Rico Foro at the District Office 

September 23-24, 2018  MN North District Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 

 

October 9, 2018   LWML MN North District Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 

October 26-27, 2018  Creation Science Seminar at Lutheran Island Camp 

  

November 8-10, 2018  National Rural and Small Town Mission Conference—Kansas City, MO 

November 12-18, 2018  Business Managers & LCEF Conference in San Diego, CA 

November 22-23, 2018  Thanksgiving Holiday—District Office Closed 

Nov. 30 - Dec. 1, 2018  Doxology Stewardship Workshop—Holy Cross, St. Cloud 

 

December 2-3, 2018  MN North District Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 

Calendar of Events - 2018 

Churches Celebrating Anniversaries 
 

June 30-July 1, 2018 100th Anniversary — Grace, Hibbing 

July 15, 2018  100th Anniversary — Emmanuel, Elk River 

August 19, 2018  125th Anniversary — Zion, North Germany 

September 16, 2018 100th Anniversary — Trinity, Appleton 

August 17-18, 2019 100th Anniversary — St. John’s, Akeley 
 

Contact the District Office if your congregation will be celebrating an Anniversary. 

http://www.lwmlmnn.org/
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The family of Rev. David Robatzen (former assistant 

pastor at St. John’s, Park Rapids), who recently 

passed away. 

The family of Rev. Donald Knick at his recent passing. 

 

Rev. Paul Dare’s (Holy Cross, St. Cloud) father, 

diagnosed with Cancer. 

Rev. John Bumgardner (St. John, Red Lake Falls), who 

has undergone treatment for cancer. 

Mrs. Laurie Bach (wife of DCE Gary Bach, New York 

Mills), who underwent treatment for cancer. 

Rev. Dean Bell (em., Hendrum), undergoing medical 

treatment for a fractured vertebrae. 

Rev. Victor Dorn (em., St. Cloud), recovering after back 

surgery. 

The mother of Rev. Dennis McManus, facing a number 

of health issues. 

Rev. Fred Kutter (Immanuel, Albany), recovering from 

foot surgery 

Mrs. Martha Buchholz (wife of sainted pastor Rev. 

Henry Buchholz), Richville, who is having health 

issues. 

Rev. Larry Cain (em., Cromwell), who is suffering with 

health issues and pain. 

Rev. Gunard Heikkila (em., New York Mills), who is 

dealing with health issues. 

Bonnie Felix (wife of Rev. Bradley Felix, Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Virginia & Grace, Chisholm), 

undergoing cancer treatment. 

Mary Langemo Hughes (daughter of Rev. Martin & 

Carol Langemo, Princeton), who is suffering from 

hyperacusis. 

The mother of Rev. Micah Schmidt (Living Branch, 

North Branch) who is ill. 

Mrs. Melissa Martini-Tischer, wife of Rev. Steven 

Tischer (Zion, Princeton), diagnosed with 

sarcoidosis.  

Mrs. Phyllis Volkert (wife of Rev. Robert Volkert, em., 

Palisade), suffering with spine issues. 

Elaine Wagner (mother of Rev. Don Wagner, Trinity-

Deer Creek), undergoing cancer treatment. 

 

Those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of 

our District family: 

LT Geoffrey Gronewold, who is beginning training 

for  Military Chaplaincy, US Army 

 Chaplain Captain Vincent Bain—Military Chaplain 

 LCMS, Fort Campbell, KY  

Chaplain Lt. Aaron Bell, former Associate Pastor at 

 Holy Cross-St. Cloud and son-in-law of  

Pastor Tom and Mary Brinkley (St. Matthew, 

Esko) – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy Camp 

Pendleton 

 Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda 

Bonk  —US Army 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth (em., Hibbing), police & fire 

 chaplain 

MSgt Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Don & 

 Connie Fondow, Park Rapids—US Army 

Ensign Emily Geddes, granddaughter of Virginia 

 Ansorge—US Navy 

 Dennis Gerold, husband of DCO Abby Dawkins 

 Gerold, US Air Force 

 Timothy Milo, son of Rev. Frank & Sue Milo, Gloria 

 Dei, Pequot Lakes—MN National Guard 

Chaplain LCDR John Thomson – Active Duty 

 Chaplain—US Navy Guam 

1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan 

 Uhrinak, Crosslake—Air Force 

Sgt. Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & 

Bonnie  Vrudny, Walker, with the Army Reserve 

 Engineering unit in Mankato. 

Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene 

Wagner, Trinity, Deer Creek, National Guard 

 

Julie Grzybowski, daugher of Rev. Terry & Nancy 

Grzybowski, serving a two year Peace Corp 

Commitment in Ethiopia. 

Missionaries Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram 

serving as career missionaries through the LCMS 

in northern Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan. (son of 

sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and Mrs. 

Phyllis Jastram) 

Missionary Rebecca Wagner, LCMS Missionary serving 

as International Ministry Coordinator at the 

University of Minnesota and University Lutheran 

Chapel. 

Students pursuing church work careers from the MN 

North District studying at our colleges and 

seminaries. 

MN North District pastors and rostered church workers 

celebrating anniversaries of service this summer. 

In Our Prayers 



Call Update 
MN NORTH DISTRICT 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 

CALLS ACCEPTED 

CARLOS, Trinity—Seminary Candidate Mark Schwarz, St. Louis, MO, accepted the call. Ordained 5/20/18.                
 Installation 7/1/18. 

EVERGREEN, St. Paul—Seminary Candidate Thomas Batchelder, Ft. Wayne, IN, accepted the call. Ordination 
and Installation on 7/8/18. 

HINCKLEY, St. Paul—Seminary Candidate Michael Metzler, St. Louis, MO, accepted the call. Ordination and 
Installation on 6/24/18 at 2:00 pm. 

PARK RAPIDS, St. John’s—(Associate Pastor) Seminary Candidate  Joel Newton, St. Louis, MO, accepted the 
call. Ordained 6/2/18. Installation 6/24/18 at 9:30 am.  

McINTOSH, Immanuel—(Sole Pastor) Rev. Bruce Blocker accepted the call. Installed on 6/3/18. 

 

CALLING CONGREGATIONS   

ALEXANDRIA, Zion (Sr. Pastor)  

BROWNS VALLEY/CLAIRE CITY, SD, Zion/Zion  (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Larry Johnson)  

CHISHOLM, Grace  (Vacancy Pastor – Rev. Brad Felix)   

ELBOW LAKE/HOFFMAN, Christ/Zion  (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Bill Aufdenkamp)   

FRAZEE, Bethlehem (Interim Pastor Rev. John Beck) 

GRAND MARAIS, Life in Christ (Vacancy Pastor – Rev. Daniel Preus) 

GRAND RAPIDS, First (Vacancy Pastor – Rev. William Zeige) 

LEAF VALLEY/S. EFFINGTON, Ebenezer/St. James 

MILACA, St. Paul  

MOORHEAD, Our Redeemer (Interim Pastor—Rev. Gary Rehborg)  

MORRIS, Zion (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jack Baumgarn)  

PEQUOT LAKES, Gloria Dei—Called Rev. Samuel Grayl, Boseman, MT 

SILVER BAY, Faith (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dean Rudloff) - Called Rev. Erik Rottmann, Versailles, MO 

  

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 

Rev. Goeffrey Gronewold (Associate Pastor, Zion, Alexandria) to Military Chaplaincy. Installed on 5/20/18. 

 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CHANGES 

ST. CLOUD, Prince of Peace Lutheran School, (Principal/Administrator) Mrs. Anne Neilitz of St. Paul ’s 
Lutheran Church and School in Prior Lake has accepted the call. 

PARK RAPIDS, St. John’s—(Deconess) Seminary Candidate Sarah Newton, St. Louis, MO, accepted the call. 
Commissioned 6/2/18. Installation 6/24/18 at 9:30 am. 

ALEXANDRIA, Zion Lutheran School—Called Teacher Candidate Martha Fritz who accepted the call. 
Installation 8/26/18. 

SABIN, Trinity—(DCE) Called Heather McCormick, Topeka, KS - declined the call. 
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Rev. Dr. Don Fondow, District President  don.fondow@mnnlcms.org  

Bev Olsen, Admin. Ass’t    bev.olsen@mnnlcms.org   
 

Mission & Ministry Facilitators: 

Rev. Jeffrey Lee [MaCO] jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 

Rev. Monte Meyer [PLaN] monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org   

Diana Ruopp, Admin. Ass’t  diana.ruopp@mnnlcms.org 
 

George Miller, LCEF/Office Manager      george.miller@mnnlcms.org   

Bookkeeper  -  Angie Ringstrom angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org  

LCEF      lcef@mnnlcms.org  

 

Church Worker Care Coordinator: Vacant  
 

 

 

Congregational Care Counselor:  

 Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org 

Lutheran Witness Editor the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  

 Rev. Stephen Rutherford  (218/947-4182) 
  

Gift Planning Counselor: 

 Mr. David Priebe david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary: 

 Rev. Martin Mably, Elk River pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  
 

District Treasurer: 

      Mr. Mike Uran  treasurer@mnnlcms.org    
 

Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

Rev. Ron Carnicom, Chairman (218/675-6532) constitution@mnnlcms.org 

Contact us: Mail:   PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604  e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org  

  Phone:   218/829-1781   800/482-5022   Minnesota North District website:  www.mnnlcms.org 

  Fax:  218/829-0037 
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