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MINNESOTA NORTH

Q&A
STACY LUNG
WITH

CHRIST SERVE RANCH 
ADMINISTRATOR
Most members of our district know 
about Lutheran Island Camp, and the 
excellent opportunities it provides to 
congregations of our district.

But fewer are familiar with the much 
newer affiliate, Christ Serve Ranch, 
which was dedicated in 2015 after 
years of preparation and work. To 
better introduce people to Christ 
Serve Ranch, its purpose and its 
relevance to our congregations and 
members, we conducted an interview 
with Stacy Lung, who has served as 
administrator of Christ Serve Ranch 
since 2017.

What is Christ Serve Ranch, and why 
was it started?
Christ Serve Ranch is an environmental 
learning center in Henning. It was start-
ed to provide opportunities to explore 
God’s creation from a biblical worldview. 
We hope to give teachers and students 
the opportunity to experience scientific 
study in a way that supports and builds 
their faith. We also hope to explore what 
it means to be good stewards of God’s 
beautiful world.

What is the primary mission of Christ 
Serve Ranch?
 The vision statement reads:
▶  Strengthen the Christian faith of those 

who come, by proclaiming, confessing, 
and teaching the Holy Trinity: the 
Father, Creator; Jesus Christ, the Sav-
ior; and the Holy Spirit, the Sustainer 
(Matt. 28:18-20).

▶  Offer an environmental experience of 
various biomes that demonstrate God’s 
handiwork (Job 12:7-10).

▶  Reach pastors, future pastors, DCEs, 

teachers (private and public), future 
teachers, parents, and learners of all 
ages in order that they be able to teach 
creation as foundational for faith 
(John 1:1ff).

▶  Teach biblical origins (Genesis 1-11) 
and the evidence in a manner that is 
presently not being done: hands-on 
science.

▶  Offer tools and resources to teach cre-
ation as foundational. (2 Cor. 10:3-5 
and 1 Peter 3:15).

▶  Teach science as a means to under-
stand God (Rom. 1:20 and Psalm 8) 
and to be a steward of the gift of God’s 
creation (Gen. 1:28).

▶  Teach gifted individualism (1 Peter 
4:10-11 and Rom. 12:4-8) within the 
body of Christ.

▶  Teach eternal love and respect of each 
individual in Christ (Ps. 139:13-16).

▶  Equip all those we serve to become 
bolder beacons (Matt. 5:16) within 
their families, congregations, schools, 
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A celebration was held to honor the Rev. 
James Anthony on Nov. 19, commem-
orating both Anthony’s birthday and 
his 35 years of service in the ministry. 
Anthony is pastor of Centennial, Squaw 
Lake, and Redeemer, Deer River. The 
celebration was held during the annual 
Harvest Dinner of Redeemer. 

Twenty-five of those years have been 
spent faithfully shepherding the congre-
gations of Redeemer and Centennial. 
He is pictured here with his wife, Diane. 
They have been blessed with four daugh-
ters: Laura, Karissa, Jaana and Hannah; 
three sons-in-law; and six grandchil-
dren. May God continue to bless them 
and their family as they continue to 
serve the Lord’s family.

Pastor  
celebrated  
for 35 years 
in ministry

Our Synod’s seminaries are among 
the greatest jewels of our church body. 
Every year, they work to tirelessly equip 
young men to serve as faithful, confes-
sional and compassionate shepherds for 
congregations throughout the LCMS. 
Thus Call Day, the annual assignment of 
newly trained pastoral and diaconal can-
didates, vicars and interns, is an event 
celebrated and watched by members of 
every district.

Now, more than ever, our congrega-
tions need young, energetic and faithful 
laborers to be sent into the harvest, and 
so it is a great privilege to announce 
that the Minnesota North District has 
received five church workers from our 
two seminaries.

Call Day 2018

From Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
Michael Metzler received a call to serve 
as pastor of St. Paul, Hinkcley; Joel 
Newton was called to serve as pastor of 
St. Johns, Park Rapids, and his wife, Sar-
ah, was called to serve as deaconness of 
St. Johns; and Mark Schwarz was called 
to serve as pastor of Trinity, Carlos.

From Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. Thomas Batchelder 
received a call to serve as pastor of St. 
Paul’s Evergreen, Frazee.

It is fitting that congregations and 
members of our entire district thank 
God for continuing his work through the 
ministry of Word and Sacrament among 
us, and that he richly blesses the work of 
these candidates and their families.

Concordia Seminary,  
St. Louis
From left, Sarah and 
Joel Newton; the Rev. Dr. 
Donald Fondow, district 
president; Mark Schwarz; 
and Michael and Sherri  
Metzler.

Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.
From left, Hannah and 
Thomas Batchelder and 
Fondow.

CORRECTION
In the February edition of our newsletter, 
in an article about the Rev. Monte Meyer 
serving as the new District PLaN facilita-
tor, we misidentified Meyer’s wife in the 
photo as Joann. Monte’s wife’s name is 
Nadine. We apologize for the inaccuracy 
and any confusion it has caused.
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communities, and to the end of the 
earth (Acts 1:8).

What sorts of projects and work takes 
place at the ranch in order to achieve 
that mission?
One of the projects that is just getting 
started at the Ranch is the development 
of library of science unit kits that bring 
the work of the Ranch into the schools. 
These kits feature lab supplies and activ-
ities, online curriculum and supplemen-
tal resources that schools and teachers 
can use in their classrooms to teach 
science in fun and engaging ways that 
give credit to the Creator for His design 
and allows us to study and understand 
science.

We also provide environmental and out-
door education opportunities for church 
groups or schools. These experiences can 
be customized to meet the needs of the 
group. For example, groups could learn 
about the timing and impact of the Ice 
Age and take part in a tour of the glacial 
features present throughout Otter Tail 
County; school groups could come learn 
about food webs in an ecosystem, dissect 

owl pellets to discover what they eat and 
discuss God’s provision throughout cre-
ation; or younger students might enjoy 
completing a fossil dig, assembling a 
T-Rex skeleton and hearing about where 
dinosaurs fit in a biblical timeline. There 
are possibilities for groups of all ages 
that can be set up by sending an email to 
program@christserveranch.org.

We are also putting together some 
apologetics events. The first event will 
take place Oct. 26-27 as we welcome 
scientists from the Institute for Creation 
Research for a two-day symposium that 
will take place at Lutheran Island Camp. 
This event is a great opportunity for 
anyone looking for an excellent overview 
of evidence for a young earth from both 
a scientific and theological perspective. 

For high school students and confirma-
tion classes, it will provide background 
to help them make sense of the infor-
mation that they will encounter in their 
college classrooms.

The Ranch will also host some fun 
camps this summer. Check out the web-
site at christserveranch.org to find horse 
programs, STEAM camps and apologet-
ics weekends.

RANCH 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

What are some ways we can help 
support Christ serve ranch?
The best way to support Christ Serve 
Ranch is to take advantage of the 
programs being offered at the Ranch. 
Attending the October Creation Sympo-
sium will allow us to continue to provide 
these types of opportunities. Bring your 
church group to the Ranch to experience 
a unique outdoor adventure. Any type of 
group is welcome: LWML, small group 
Bible study, Sunday school class, confir-
mation or youth group. We will work to 
provide a program specifically suited to 
the needs of your group. 

You can also talk about the programs 
available to other groups in your com-
munity. Scouts, schools and childcare 
programs are some of the other groups 
that might benefit from the available 
programs.

Financial support is also always appre-
ciated and helps us continue and add 
to our programming and mission. We 
are currently restoring a portion of the 
property to native prairie grasses. New 
exhibits are continually being added to 
enhance programs at the Ranch. Your 
donation can be sent to 45011 230th St., 
Henning, MN 56551-9449.

INSTALLATIONS

The Rev. Micheal Bitz was installed as pastor of St. 
John Lutheran Church, Grey Eagle, at a special service on 
Sunday, April 15. Participating in the service were, from 
left, the Revs. Marty Porter, Zion, Sauk Centre; Dr. Donald 
Fondow, district presient and installer; Bitz; Kevin Zellers 
Jr., St. Peter’s, Swanville; and Noah Wehrspann, Trinity, 
Long Prairie.

The Rev. Kent Borglum was installed as pastor of the dual 
parish of St. John’s and Trinity, Montevideo, during a special 
service on Sunday, April 22. Pictured are, from left, Lance 
Knoshal, Trinity chairman; the Revs. Robert Friedrich; Keith 
Brustuen, St. Paul, Montevideo; Borglum; Steven Frank, St. 
John’s, Madison, circuit visitor and installer; and Marvin  
Garbe, St. John’s chairman.
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LWML

Justified 
“Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into His death?”  
— Rom. 6:3

I’ve read that in Scotland, many years ago, 
after a prisoner had been executed, a sign 
was placed on the prison door: “Mr. ____ 
was justified at noon today.” Before the law, 
that man was “justified” based on the giving 
of his life in payment for his crime. Being 
dead, the law had no more claim against 
him. 

This is also our stance before the Law of 
God. The price between our sin-crime and 
our justification is our death; but not just 
our physical death! Our price would include 
our spiritual/eternal death. If we pay that 
price ourselves, we have no hope of any-
thing other than an eternity in the hell of 
separation from God.

Jesus is the sign that God had other plans! 
Jesus has stood in for us under the Law so 
that with His death on the cross, He has 
justified you and me! He died our death 
so that we would not have to, and now the 
Law has no more claim against us.

As it states in Rom. 6:7: “For one who has 
died has been set free from sin.” We have 
died in Him in the gracious Baptism He has 
put upon us! Now through faith in Jesus we 
are justified. And with that same Baptism 
we are reborn and raised to live a new life 
in His glorious resurrection. 

Although we still face our sins each day, 
and they still accuse us under the Law, 
God’s signs speak a loud forgiveness on our 
behalf: the bloody cross, the empty tomb 
and our Baptism.

“We were buried with Him by baptism 
into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life.” — Rom. 6:4

Spread His Good News!

Rev. Matthew Vrudny
Park Region Pastoral Counselor

Marilyn Hiltel
LWML District President
6850 Golden Spike Road,  
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
president@lwmlmnn.org 
320-387-2219

2018 LWML Retreat
Aug. 10-12
Lutheran Island Camp, Henning
The Rev. Matthew Vrudny, pastor of Immanuel, 
Walker, will lead us in Bible study. Chaplain Steve 
Breitbarth will share a presentation on “Good Grief: 
How a Christian Prepares for Losses in Life” (Job 
1:21b). In this presentation, we will look at the many sources 
of grief and practice some faith-based skills in coping with our grief experiences. 

The Saturday evening entertainment will be provided by Moline Sister Singers. 
Directions to Lutheran Island Camp and more retreat information can be found 
at lwmlmn.org. Go to the “Events” tab and select “District Retreat” from the 
drop-down menu.

  Before Aug. 1 After Aug. 1

 Friday-Sunday  $120 $130

 Friday-Saturday  $70 $80

 Saturday Only  $50 $60

Special Offers: Bring a “Retreat First Timer” and 
you both receive 25 percent off the registration 
price. Young women between the ages of 12-18 
receive a 25-percent discount.

Check here if a Young Woman 

Check here if a Retreat First Timer  

Person bringing you ________________________

Name  _____________________________
Address ____________________________
  _________________________________
Phone  _____________________________
Email  _____________________________

Housing preference:

 Cabin

	Retreat Center

THE REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE IS  
AUG. 1

There is an additional 
$10 fee for late  
registration. No  
refunds after Aug. 6.

Make check pay-
able to: LWML MN 
North District

Send registration 
“with check” to:

Lori Salvhus 
102 Thorpe W 
Ada, MN 56510

The St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, Granite Falls, 
LWML does a “noisy 
offering” once a month 
during service. Recy-
cled coffee cans are 
used to make the “noisy 
cans” for the offering. 

Children love to drop their change into the cans! 
Last year, the LWML started the noisy offering and 
have collected more than $600 in mite donations to 
send to LWML for national mission goals! 

Pictured are society co-chairmen Mary Hammer and 
Sue Erickson.

Make some noise


