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Wednesday in Review 

Opening  

The Rev. Fondow opened Wednesday with 

words of gratitude for the delegates perse-

verance, and encouragement about the work 

of convention. Fondow reminded delegates 

that, while the devil is especially hard at work 

at convention, it is worth remembering that 

convention is fundamentally about our one-

ness in Christ. 

Following opening worship, Secretary Martin 

Mably read the minutes from the previous 

day. 

Opening Devotion 

A Visit With Luther: Scripture Alone, Christ Our 

Cornerstone 

During the 

opening wor-

ship, Rev. 

Deardoff once 

again donned 

the persona of 

Martin Luther. 

Deardoff 

walked the del-

egates through 

key events in 

Luther’s evolv-

ing theological 

understanding 

that led him 

ultimately to 

renounce his 

submission to the pope, and instead to defer to 

Scripture alone as the sole and sufficient authority 

for faith and life. Following opening worship, the 

delegates expressed their appreciation for Dear-

doff’s excellent work. 

Updated Convention Attendance Statistics 

The Rev. Ron Carnicom, chairman of the Committee on Registration, Credentials, and Attendance, 

reported that, as of 8:00am, convention attendance was as follows: 

Pastoral Voting Delegates: 122 (130 possible) 

Lay Delegates: 127 (158 possible) 

Total Voting Delegates: 249 present (288 possible) 

There were six members of the Board of Directors present, six advisory pastors, 26 emeriti pastors, 

12 commissioned ministers, five emeriti commissioned ministers, 13 volunteers and office staff, 

eight guest speakers and invited participants, and 41 other guests for a total attendance of 366. 

Installation of Officers 

Rev. Dr. Karl 

Weber,  Rev. 

Kirk Lee, and 

Rev. Brady 

Finnern were 

installed as 

vice presi-

dents of the 

District by 

the Rev. Dr. Donald Fondow, District Presi-

dent.    Continued on page 2... 



Thanking for Years of Faithful Service 

The Rev. Don Fondow took time to recognize and 

thank ministers commissioned and ordained who 

had been serving in the ministry. Ministers who 

had celebrated a five year incremental anniversary 

(i.e. 5 years, 10  years, etc.) were named and 

thanked for their years of faithful service. 

Floor Committee #3 pre-

sented Resolution 3-12: 

The Secret Resolution, to 

thank Bev Olsen, Admin-

istrative Assistant of the 

District Office, for her dec-

ades of faithful service. 

The convention unani-

mously and resoundingly approved the resolution, 

and sang the doxology in thanks for Bev Olsen. 

Closing Devotion 

President Donald Fondow led the convention in 

a closing devotion. Fondow told the story of a 

debate between a pastor and an atheist, each 

of whom were to bring 100 people eager to 

share their respective faith and the impact it 

had on their lives. No atheists showed up. 

Fondow made the point that it is not our argu-

ments and debating skills that authenticate the 

Gospel, since the Gospel authenticates itself. 

He finished by reminding the delegates that our 

life and our light stands on Christ alone, and 

that we ought go ahead and simply demon-

strate to the world exactly what Jesus means to 

us, that we may simply give Jesus to the world. 

A Thank You To All Office Staff and Volunteers 

While not officially part of the convention 
business, the District convention is a 
large, complex meeting that requires 
many hours of work and preparation by 
many people whose work largely hap-
pens in the background. On that score, 
the Public Relations Committee would 
formally like to thank all the volunteers 
and office staff who worked hard to al-
low the convention to take place. 
 
Volunteers who helped prepare the 

bags and packets are Sue Flatau of Perham, Pat Hansen of 
Backus, Bill Kleinschmidt of Brainerd, Glen Olsen of Baxter,  
Dave and Beth Ritter of Baxter, and Dave and Joyce 
Schwartz of Brainerd. 
 
Volunteers who helped with registration were Lavonne and 
Norm Shimmelpfennig, Rich Knutson, and Arnold and Marian 
Brelje of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Alexandria; and 
Jackie Smith and Marlys Gease from St. John’s, Garfield. 
 
Bev Olsen, Angie Ringstrom, and Dianna Roupp of the Dis-
trict Office served tirelessly to ensure things ran smoothly 
throughout the convention. 
 
Mertice Brueske provided wonderful music during devotions 
and hymn sings. 

Continued from page 1... 

Karl Weber was installed as first vice 

president, Kirk Lee as second vice 

president, and Brady Finnern as 

third vice president of the District. 

President Fondow subsequently in-

stalled  the Revs. Michael Nielsen, 

William Moeller Jr., Matthew Vrudny, 

Del Meyer, Blake Rickbeil, David 

Becker, Jonathan Varns, Robert 

Franck, Glen Kleppe, Tim Rehwaldt, 

Tim Renstrom, Paul Dare, Dennis 

Angland, Tom Eaves, Noah 

Wehrspann, Michael Breach, Donald 

Klatt, and Steven Frank as Circuit 

Visitors throughout the District.  

Fondow then installed Timothy 

Browning, Marvin Kading, Raymond 

Moldenhauer,, and Delano Meyer as 

lay members of the board of direc-

tors. 

May God direct them in their service 

during the coming tri-ennium. 

 



Convention Essayist 

In the final segment of his look at where we stand, and where we shall go, Rev. Zieger turned his 

attention to our current context. He began by attempting to offer a diagnosis of the difficulties we 

have with confessing and sharing the Gospel in our modern context. Zieger began by asserting that, 

up until the 1980’s, there was a prevailing assumption within Western and American culture that 

people are ‘incurably religious’. This basically meant that everyone assumed that everyone assumes 

there is a god, and further, that everyone assumes that everyone wrestles existentially with their re-

lationship to Him. He noted that this is not the context any longer—there is a growing culture of apa-

thy, or what seems to be religious ‘tone-deafness’ among many.  

Zieger argued that it is, however, a misdiagnosis to assume the apathy people have toward the reli-

gious questions and proclamation that Christians carry is in fact related to a fundamental tone-

deafness in the culture itself. Rather, Zieger contended, it is more appropriate to say that the difficul-

ty is a failure of translation of the Gospel, in the sense that Christians often impute questions and 

issues to people, and speak to those questions and issues, even though those are not the questions 

and issues people in fact have in our culture. The result is that our Gospel message sounds like gib-

berish.  

Zieger was clear that the problem was not that Christians need to or should alter the message of the 

Gospel, but rather that Christians must find ways to communicate the Gospel in ways that are un-

derstandable, intelligible, and credible to the people. The challenge is to find a faithful way to trans-

late and enculturate the Gospel while yet communicating the Gospel. Zieger’s proposal is to ear-

nestly listen to the questions, concerns, and issues people have, and to speak to those rather than 

to questions we assume they should be having. As Zieger put it, “If someone asks you how to make 

a Sunday roast, don’t give them a recipe for pancakes.” 

Greetings Given 

Chaplain Craig Muehler of the LCMS Ministry to 

Armed Forces applauded the LCMS and the MNN 

district for the chaplains they send, and reported the 

reputation they enjoy as chaplains of integrity and 

high ability. Chaplain Aaron Bell sent a video greeting 

to the convention, and briefly spoke about the work 

chaplains undertake. 

Rev. James Kollie up-

dated the delegates on 

the ongoing work of 

Good Shepherd Luther-

an Church and School of 

Cotton Tree in Liberia. 

Kollie reported that a 

school was able to be 

constructed, which has 

over 200 students, and 

Floor Committee #4 

The Floor Committee on Doctrine and Prac-

tice resumed Tuesday’s discussion of the 

resolution 4-8 to memorialize the Synod to 

allow Pastors to cease functioning as 

agents of the state in licensing marriages. 

A motion to recommit the resolution was 

declined. After no further discussion, the 

convention overwhelmingly voted to pass 

the resolution to decline the overture. 

to pay salaries of the teachers on account 

of the support from the District. The congre-

gation was also able to build a larger sanc-

tuary, the roof being funded through dona-

tions from District congregations, He ex-

pressed deep gratitude on behalf of his con-

gregation to the District. 


