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Monday in Review 

Following passage of a motion to accept the agen-

da as printed in the official convention workbook, a 

brief review of convention rules, and introduction of 

several officers overseeing the order of the conven-

tion, the business of the convention began in ear-

nest. 

Welcome and Greetings 

The Rev. Dr. 

Donald 

Fondow offi-

cially opened 

the 23rd reg-

ular conven-

tion of the 

Minnesota 

North District 

after opening 

devotions. 

Jeff Wild of 

Arrowwood 

Resort wel-

comed the 

convention delegates and thanked the District 

officers for being their guests. 

Following a report by the Committee on Regis-

tration, Fondow led the convention in prayer, 

asking God to direct the deliberations of the 

delegates, and to pour out His Spirit on God’s 

church, that we might continue in our heritage 

of standing fast on the Word and hope of 

Christ as the source of our unity and strength. 

Opening Devotion:  

A Visit With Luther — Grace Alone 

The 2018 MNN District 

convention opened with a 

study led by the Rev. Dan-

iel Deardoff, Sr. pastor of 

Blessed Redeemer Lu-

theran Church in Brandon, 

SD.  

Deardoff presented by 

taking on the role of Lu-

ther. ’Luther’ retold many 

of the key events of his life 

and circumstances that 

led him to  recognize the 

Gospel truth that it is solely by the grace of God 

alone that we are able to stand before Him. 

Convention Attendance Statistics 

The Rev. Ron Carnicom, chairman of the Committee on Registration, Credentials, and Attendance, 

reported that, as of 1:30pm, convention attendance was as follows: 

Pastoral Voting Delegates: 115 (130 possible) 

Lay Delegates: 119 (158 possible) 

Total Voting Delegates:234 present (288 possible) 

There were six members of the Board of Directors present, five advisory pastors, 23 emeriti pastors, 

11 commissioned ministers, five emeriti commissioned ministers, 13 volunteers and office staff, a 

guest speaker, and 35 other guests for a total attendance of 333. 



Constitutions and Membership 

Chairman Rev. Ron Carnicom reported that there 

were no new congregations formed in the district 

during the past tri-ennium.  

He further reported that new constitutions and by 

laws for nine congregations were submitted and 

approved by the board. Revised constitutions 

and by-laws for three district congregations were 

submitted and approved. 

Finance and Budget 

District Treasurer Mike Uran reviewed the reports 

published in pages 56-67 of the Convention 

Workbook. The treasurer reported that the Dis-

trict continues to maintain strong assets due to 

generous giving from congregations and individu-

als. He reported that the only significant debt is 

related to the Two Harbors Property. Otherwise, 

the District remains in a solid financial position. 

Mr. Uran reminded del-

egates that the District 

continues to offer annu-

al workshops for con-

gregational treasurers. 

He thanked the District 

staff for their hard work. 

Mr. Uran will be availa-

ble throughout the con-

vention to answer any 

questions attendees 

might have. 

Elections 

The first vote of the day was for District President. The Rev. Dr. Donald Fondow was re-elected fol-

lowing a prayer by the convention chaplain for God’s guidance. 

A vote was then taken for the Vice President of the Park Region Conference. Following prayer by 

the convention chaplain, the Rev. Dr. Karl Weber was re-elected. 

As there was only one nominee for Vice President of the Lakeland Conference, the Rev. Kirk Lee 

was re-elected. 

The fourth vote for Vice President of the Arrowhead Conference saw the Rev. Brady Finnern elect-

ed. 

After the election of each conference Vice President, a vote was taken for the ranking of the Vice 

Presidents. Weber was elected as the First Vice President, Lee will serve as Second Vice President, 

and Finnern will serve as Third Vice President of the District. 

Elections resumed after a presentation by the convention essayist, the Rev. Roger Zieger, and tak-

ing up actions on resolutions from Floor Committee One. 

The Rev. Martin Mably was elected to serve as District Secretary, following prayer by the convention 

chaplain. 

As there was only one nominee for District Treasurer, Mr. Mike Uran was re-elected. 

District Reports 



Resolutions for Floor Committee #1 

The Floor Committee for Missions, Evangelism, and Stewardship presented the following resolu-

tions: 

1. To encourage Planting New Congregations and Ministries 

After no discussion, the convention voted overwhelmingly to encourage congregations, pastors, and 

district to actively seek and support opportunities to plant new congregations, and to encourage con-

gregations to designate an annual percentage of offerings to be sent to District in order to support 

our shared mission work. 

2. To Encourage Congregations to be Intentional in Outreach 

After amending some wording, the convention voted overwhelmingly to encourage individuals and 

congregations to cultivate their own relationship to Christ, to make use of the Every One His Witness 

evangelism program, and to intentionally pursue outreach. 

3. To Encourage Congregations to Explore Hispanic/Latino Ministry 

After discussion, the convention overwhelmingly voted to encourage ministry to the Hispanic/Latino 

population and to explore the possibility of hiring someone at the District level to assist in such ef-

forts. 

The remaining resolutions from Floor Committee One will be taken up later in the convention. 

Floor Committee #2 

The Floor Committee for Education, Youth, and Human Care presented the following resolutions: 

1.  To Encourage a District-Wide Emphasis of Learning the Great Stories of the Bible 

PLaN presented a video describing a program to equip congregations to help children learn the 

great stories of the Bible. After discussion over wording, the convention overwhelmingly chose to 

have the District begin the program presented. 

2. To Encourage Pre-Schools, Day Cares, and Day Schools of the District to Explore and Utilize Op-

portunities for Outreach in their communities. 

After discussion, the convention overwhelmingly voted to have the District equip and support con-

gregations with such institutions to explore and utilize outreach opportunities. 

3. To Continue the CROSS Appeal 

After discussion highlighting how much the CROSS Appeal helps district schools, the convention 

overwhelmingly voted to pass the resolution. The District President also thanked our district schools 

for their work. 

4. To Develop Training to Assist Congregations and Their New Pastors 

After adopting a friendly amendment to include all new pastors and not only seminary graduates, the 

convention overwhelmingly voted to have the District and PLaN develop strategies to help congre-

gations and new pastors work together and in their communities.     

           Continued on Page 4 



Convention Essayist 

The Rev. Roger Zieger of the Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany, serves as the 

convention essayist. 

Zieger began his presentation with an analogy of the importance of knowing where and how you 

stand for martial arts as a precondition for being able to act or react effectively to any given situation. 

He then asserted that, for Lutherans in America, it is not clear where we stand at all, which leaves 

us with the question his presentations aim to address: what are we going to do? Zieger proposed 

that we orient ourselves by examining the changing situation the Church found itself in and how it 

acted and reacted in the past, how it does so in the present, and how we shall proceed in the future. 

In yesterday’s session, he focused especially on the situation from the 

apostolic Church to about the year 400. He noted first of all, that in the 

book of Acts, the Church grew in strength owing, primarily, to the mission 

Dei, understood as God’s divine act of self-communication and self-

presentation through His self-contextualization to human history by enter-

ing human history as Christ. The church, in turn, carries on that mission 

of translating God to the world by bringing the message of the Gospel to 

new people’s and situations. 

This served as a jumping off point for Rev. Zieger to discuss how various 

church fathers acted and reacted in that task of witnessing the Gospel as 

they engaged their own Graeco-Roman culture. The early church ran the 

spectrum of proposing a ‘purist’ tradition that attempted to refuse any 

translation of the Gospel into the concepts and framework of the Graeco-Roman philosophical 

world, to a complete contextualization that framed Christ primarily by reference to such cultural con-

cepts. 

Rev. Zieger brought this first presentation to an end by noting that the early confessions of the 

Church ultimately demonstrated the church’s willingness to translate the Gospel into concepts and 

terms understandable to the culture, and even to absorb those concepts for its own further specifica-

tion and restatement of the Gospel, yet without damaging or watering down the substance and con-

tent of the faith. This, he noted, did not necessarily entail some sort of diminished authority of Scrip-

ture, but rather maintained a constant concern for the authority of Scripture and the message of 

Christ, particularly by bringing that authority and message to bear in understandable ways that en-

gaged the people in their various cultures. 

 

Floor Committee #2—continued from Pg. 3 

5. To Further Develop Campus Ministry 

The convention overwhelmingly voted to expand and develop campus ministries. 

6. To Encourage Annual District Youth Gatherings in Non-National Youth Gathering Years 

After some discussion, the convention overwhelmingly voted to adopt the resolution. 

The remaining resolutions from Floor Committee Two will be taken up later in the convention. 


