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Giving – and receiving – hope in Moorhead

When the weather gets too cold 
in Willmar for little ears and tiny 
noses, the preschool children at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church still 
find creative ways to have “snow” 
fun without going outside. 

Whether they end up reading 
books to the menagerie of arctic 
animals, develop their outdoor 
survival skills with candy cane 
ice fishing, or knock down the 
pins with some snow bowling, 
the milk carton igloo dramatic 
play area becomes the place to 
be. The best part, according to 
the adults, is just how easy it is 
to “shovel” up the snow when 
it is time to change seasons. 
They only wish it would be so 
easy with the real stuff that falls 
outside.

Bringing 
the snow 
indoors

Members of Our Redeemer, 
Moorhead, recently had the 
privilege of spending part of a 

Saturday with the folks at A Place for 
Hope in Moorhead, which supports peo-
ple who struggle with a variety of men-
tal illnesses. The organization provides 
these people with a place where they can 
find respect, acceptance and friendship. 
A Place of Hope works to improve the 
health of such people by offering them 
structured activities, peer mentoring 
and educational opportunities designed 
to help them live more integrated lives 
in the broader community.

The group from Our Redeemer wanted 
to share a party with the residents, and 

brought along crockpots of chili, loaves 
of homemade bread, sweets and gifts. 
They were very warmly received as they 
spent several hours getting to know 
the residents. After eating together, 
everyone enjoyed a devotion, singing 
Christmas carols and opening gifts. As 
the group sang together, a man with a 
little shake in his voice spoke this line 
from a familiar carol, “to save us all 
from Satan’s power, when we had gone 
astray.” He then shared his thoughts 
that this is what it is all about: Jesus 
has come to save us all.

The members of Our Redeemer were 
overjoyed in that they went in with the 
hope of bringing the love of Jesus and 

to minister to others. All the while, they 
realized, there were also being min-
istered to by the people of A Place for 
Hope.
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Please send your  
newsletter submissions to:
the.lutheran.witness@ 
mnnlcms.org 
You may also mail your articles to: 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 12, 603 State 371 NW 
Backus, MN 56435 
attn: Rev. Stephen Rutherford

The Rev. John Bonk was installed 
as pastor of Shepherd of the Lake 
Lutheran Church, Two Harbors, on 
Dec. 10.

Participating in the service were, from 
left, the Revs. Robert Franck, Dr. Dan-
iel Preus, Mark Palmer, Bonk, Dr. Don-
ald Fondow (district president and 
installer), Dean Rudloff, Tom Brinkley, 
Kurt Schield and Matthew Kohl.

New pastor in 
Two Harbors

135 YEARS of grace at St. John’s, Green Meadow
On Dec. 3, St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Green Meadow Township celebrated 
135 years of hearing and confessing the 
Word of God as a congregation. The 
congregation chose to celebrate the 
event in a very practical way: they held a 
catered meal that was aimed at honor-
ing 20 new members, thus illustrating 
their continued focus on the centrality 
of faith in Christ wrought by His Word.

The 135th year of St. John’s has been 
eventful, including the retirement of 
the Rev. Dean Bell and the installation 
of the Rev. Ron Hobbie as pastor of St. 
John’s and its sister congregation, Zion 
Lutheran Church, Ada, on Oct. 15.

Top: New members 
were welcomed to the 
St. John’s congregation. 

Left: Participating in 
Hobbie’s installation 
were, from left (front 
row) Jordan Yost (cruci-
fer), Hobbie; (back row), 
the Revs. Dean Bell; 
Gary Rehborg (interim 
pastor) and Dr. Larry 
Harvala (installer).
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The circuit visitors of the Minnesota 
North District met at Luther-
an Island Camp Jan. 28-29 for 

fellowship, education, encouragement 
and support.

The circuit visitors were honored to 
have the Rev. Fred Hinz, the Public 
Policy Advocate for the Minnesota 
North and Minnesota South districts as 
a special guest speaker. Hinz’s presenta-
tion focused on three main topics: 
➢  The Two Kingdoms and its implica-

tions for the Church’s Public Engage-
ment; 

➢  After Trinity: A New Landscape for 
Education and the Gospel; and

➢ Remembering Hope at Life’s End.

In talking about the doctrine of the 
two kingdoms (Church and State), 
Hinz answered the question “How 
should we in the Church relate to the 
state?” He talked about the balancing 
act of carrying out these words in the 
First Amendment to the Constitution: 
“Congress shall make no law respect-
ing the establishment of religion or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” In 
his presentation, he pointed out that, 
while historically the LCMS has strong-
ly encouraged individual members to 
exercise their citizenship, the Synod has 
avoided institutional involvement in 
matters of public policy.

The doctrine of the two kingdoms lays 

the foundation for the relationship 
between Church and State. Hinz stated 
that the foundation is that we affirm 
that God created the universe and us; 
that God continues to rule over us; 
and that God uses two agents to do 
so: earthly governments to maintain 
public order and spiritual authority 
to maintain private/spiritual order. 
Historically, the doctrine of the two 
kingdoms played out relatively smooth-
ly in practice because both Church and 
State affirmed those principles. More 
recently, this has begun to change as the 
State no longer teaches that God is the 
Creator, nor recognizes God’s rule.

In the second part of Hinz’s presenta-
tion he talked about the impact of the 

U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling in Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Columbia, Inc. v. 
Comer, handed down in June 2017. By a 
7-2 decision, the Supreme Court ruled 
that the State of the Missouri violated 
the free exercise clause of the Consti-
tution when it denied public funds 
to improve Trinity Lutheran School’s 
playground. Hinz suggested that this 
ruling will not only affect the funding of 
playground improvements, but also in 
time will be used as the basis for arguing 
that a denial of public funding for paro-
chial education is unconstitutional.

The third part of Hinz’s presentation 
dealt with the legalization of physi-
cian-assisted suicide. He pointed out 
that while our culture wants to elim-
inate suffering, the Christian view of 
suffering is that God can work through 
it. He can use it to discipline us. He can 
use it to strengthen our faith. He can 
use it so that we can participate in Jesus’ 
suffering. Therefore, the elimination of 
suffering is not a particularly Christian 
goal.

The circuit visitors also heard various 
reports from district officials, and also 
discussed among themselves issues 
which pastors and congregations are 
facing. They also received encourage-
ment for carrying out their office of 
oversight and support of the pastors 
and congregations within their circuit. 
In discussing congregational conflict 
that often arises in the Church, the Rev. 
Dr. Donald Fondow, district president, 
pointed out to the circuit visitors that 
conflict often comes as a result of 3 Cs: 
change, communication (the lack of it) 
and control. The answer to all conflict 
is the “Big C:” Christ. Jesus went to the 
cross to reconcile us to God and He can 
help us to be reconciled to one another.

While it is undoubtedly an honor and 
a joy to serve the Church in the role of 
circuit visitor, it is also at times difficult 
and such support and encouragement 
is vital to the well-being, fidelity and 
efficacy of the circuit visitors in the dis-
charge of their office. Above all, prayer 
from the congregations and pastors they 
serve is a constant necessity, as all work 
of ministry is fruitful only by the grace 
and blessing of the Lord.

Circuit visitors gather 
for fellowship, support

Rev. Dr. Donald Fondow

Rev. Fred 
Hinz gave the 
circuit visitors 
an update on 
his work as 
the district 
Public Policy 
Advocate, in-
cluding LCMS 
involvement 
in matters of 
the State.
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In over 
your head?
In this season of Lenten repentance, 
ponder this verse from Ezra (9:6):

“O my God, I am ashamed and 
blush to lift my face to You, my 
God, for our iniquities have risen 
higher than our heads, and our 
guilt has mounted up to the 
heavens.”

Have you ever been “in” over your 
head? Biblically, it doesn’t take much 
— just one sin. Ask Adam or Eve! 

In some locations the land is so flat 
that the local garbage dump is the 
only place where there’s a hill for kids 
to use their inner-tubes or snow sleds. 
Even when those hills are frozen, I 
wouldn’t trust them not to cave in 
or avalanche and bury someone in 
garbage. 

The prophet describes the predica-
ment of God’s people: heaps and piles 
of sin and guilt, a mountain of trans-
gression. At times, the people treated 
that heap as a pile of recreation or 
fun. Only later did they realize that 
they were in over their heads.

We, too, can get buried under the rub-
bish of our sins; and with Ezra, it is a 
proper and real conclusion of the Law 
for us to fear holy justice. And yet, to 
whom did Ezra cry? To the only God 
who has a full history of mercy upon 
the repentant. The peak of His mercy 
was seen under a blackened sky, on 
a heap called “skull hill,”’ where the 
very Son of God was being sacrificed 
upon a cross for sinners — all who are 
spiritually in over our heads. The One 
who was lifted up has now lifted us up 
above all our trash, and has forgiven 
us of all our sins. Praise to His Name: 
Jesus!

Rev. Matthew Vrudny
Park Region Pastoral Counselor

The keynote speaker will be Cynthia 
Khan, director of Community Engage-
ment for POBLO (People of the Book 
Lutheran Outreach).

The Bible study leader will be the Rev. 
Bruce Timm, pastor of Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, St. Cloud. He also 
serves as the Arrowhead Region pasto-

Theme verse:
“See, I have inscribed you on 
the palms of my hands”  
Is. 49:16a NKJV

The LWML Minnesota North District 
awards two scholarships each year. 
One is for students studying for full-
time church work, including teachers, 
directors of Christian Education and 
directors of Parish Music. The other 
is for men studying for the pastoral 
ministry in the LCMS. 

Requirements for each scholarship is 
the student must be a member of an 
LCMS congregation in the Minnesota 
North District, and is attending one 
of the 10 colleges or universities in the 

Church work scholarships available
Concordia University System, or one 
of our two seminaries. Both scholar-
ships are mission grants of the LWML 
Minnesota North District, funded by 
mite box offerings during the 2016-18 
biennium.

Applications and more information can 
be found at lwmlmnn.org/scholarships.
html. If you have questions, please 
contact the scholarships chairman at 
scholarships@lwmlmnn.org. 

The deadline for applications is May 15.

Women of Our Redeemer, Moorhead, 
took time to pause from the “bus-i-
ness” of life and the routines of the day 
to quiet their hearts and begin prepara-
tion for Advent and Christmas. 

They gathered for its fifth year of Ad-
vent by Candlelight, a festive event that 
brings women together in fellowship. 
It begins with appetizers and Wassail 
tea, followed by an Advent meditation 
and music to help reflect on the beauty 
and significance of Advent — a time to 
“Wait for the Lord,” the theme of the 
evening. The evening ended with the 

‘Wait for the Lord ’

group lingering over coffee with Christ-
mas confections and fellowship.

“In this the love of God was made 
manifest among us, that God sent 
his only Son into the world, so that 
we might live through him.”  
— 1 John 4:9

LWML Minnesota North District
28th Biennial Convention
June 18-20
Sanford Center, Bemidji

ral counselor for the LWML Minnesota 
North District Board of Directors.

Entertainment on Tuesday evening will 
be provided by Slew Foot Family Band 
of Grey Eagle.

Look for convention information in the 
April Minnesota Northern Light, the 
district website, lwmlmnn.org/ 
districtconven.html, and the spring 
packets that will be given out at the 
spring rallies.


