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See PLaN, page 3

The Minnesota North District 
is pleased to announce that on 
Dec. 3, the Rev. Monte Meyer 

was installed as the district Parish Life 
and Nurture (PLaN) facilitator during 
a special service at Prince of Peace, 
Baxter.

Because not everyone in the district 
is necessarily familiar with the role of 
the PLaN facilitator, Meyer graciously 
agreed to a Q&A to talk about his duties 
and vision in his new role.

What is the purpose and main duties of 
the PLaN facilitator?
PLaN is organized around seven basic 

areas. I will be involved in our schools 
and education, youth, parish profes-
sionals, worship, family life, campus 
ministry, congregational nurture and 
district communications. 

In short, I’m here to help pastors, par-
ish professionals and congregations in 
a wide variety of areas. I am one of your 
resource people in the Minnesota North 
District.”

How do you personally see the PLaN 
facilitator and related programs 
serving congregations in their mission?
We live in interesting, post-Christian 
times. Attitudes, lifestyles and beliefs 
are changing before our eyes. The one 
constant is the grace, mercy and peace 
of our Savior Jesus Christ. I’ve been a 
pastor for over 30 years, from campus 
ministry to suburban and small-town/
rural. I know how rough it can be. 

I also feel that God has gifted me in 
areas that can be helpful to our district. 
I hate busy work for work’s sake. If 
we are going to do something, let’s do 
something that makes an impact, that 
assists the people of our district in their 
walk with Christ. I would like to be 
inspirationally helpful.

Do you have any particular goals in 
mind at this early outset?
I want to get people in the Word and 
praying together. Pay attention to our 
upcoming district convention. The 
Board of Directors will be sponsoring 
a powerful resolution that will make 

Participating in the installation service were, from left, the Revs. Tom Petersen; Jeff Lee, 
district Mission & Ministry facilitator; Marty Mably, district secretary; Stephen Meltzer; 
Dr. Karl Weber, district first vice-president; Greg Coop; Meyer; Dr. Donald Fondow, dis-
trict president and installer; Dr. Larry Harvala, district Congregational Care counselor; 
Kirk Lee, district third vice-president; and Dr. Rick Hans.

Rev. Monte Meyer is pictured with his 

District welcomes new facilitator

wife, Nadine.
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In 2015, some members of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Rush City, asked its 
then pastor, the Rev. John Beck, about 
the possibility of going Christmas 
caroling to the elderly and shut-ins of 
the congregation. Beck thought it was 
a great idea, and so he planned an eve-
ning in which the carolers visited many 
of the homes and care facilities where 
these members resided. After the tour, 
the carolers then gathered at the church 
for goodies, potluck style.

The event was so much fun that the 
congregation decided to do it once 
again in 2016 with their new pastor, 
the Rev. Tim Renstrom, who said to go 
ahead and plan it. Unfortunately, the 
bitterly cold weather that year prevent-
ed the eager singers from spreading 
Christmas cheer through song. One 
year of bad weather did nothing to dim 
fond memories of watching the faces of 
the people visited in 2015, however.

The intrepid carolers got an early start 

for planning for 2017, with Karen Peter-
son, St. John’s secretary, reaching out to 
the care facilities in the area where con-
gregational members were residents.

Since St. John’s is a sister congrega-
tion of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, 
Braham, and because Renstrom serves 
both congregations, the St. John’s 
carolers decided to invite members of 
St. Stephen’s to come along and sing to 
shut-ins and elderly of both congrega-
tions. So the groups met at St. John’s on 
Sunday, Dec. 10, and traveled up to So-
phie’s Manor in Pine City. Even though 
only one member resided there, it was 
a treat for all, as the group was able to 
sing for all of the residents there. 

From there the group hit the road and 
traveled down to Ecumen Assisted 
Living in North Branch. Then it was on 
the way down to the home of a member 
living near Rush City to spread Christ-
mas cheer to a shut-in member and her 
husband. 

But far from finishing up for the eve-
ning, the crew journeyed to The Estates 
nursing home facility in Rush City, 
going up and down the halls to sing 
for any resident who wished to listen. 
When the crew then made their way to 
the home of an older couple in town, 
the family Husky enjoyed the singing so 
much that he decided to add his howls 
to the chorus.

After a final stop at the Rush City Com-
munity Center, the singers returned to 
St. John’s that evening for some well 
earned refreshments. In total, about 
22 youth and adults from both con-
gregations joined in the caroling that 
evening. It was a fun time for all who 
joined in, and everyone who was able 
to hear the songs thoroughly enjoyed 
it. It’s a safe bet that St. John’s and St. 
Stephen’s have found a new Christmas 
tradition.

Submitted by Karen Peterson, St. John’s 
secretary.

Caroling tradition  
begins at dual parish
Singers bring joy to  
care facilities, homes
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a huge impact in this area. You don’t 
want to miss it!

I want to help congregations with 
schools to be excellent Christ-centered 
centers for spiritual growth and out-
reach into the community. I don’t think 
we are leveraging our opportunities in 
that area enough. I can’t wait to talk 
with the staff and school leadership 
about the possibilities. 

I want to help pastors and congrega-
tions do a great job of helping families 
grow in their relationship with Christ 
and each other. And since I was a 
campus missionary for 14 years, I am 
absolutely thrilled to get a chance to 
work with our campus ministries.

What do you most look forward to in 
your new role, and what do you see 
as the greatest opportunities and 
challenges ahead?
First, I’m going to listen and talk with 
our pastors, teachers, parish profession-
als and congregations. I want to know 
their situation better — to pray, cry, 
laugh and plan great things with them.

And even though our culture is swiftly 
becoming post-Christian, I am excited 
to walk side-by-side with the people 
of the Minnesota North District and 
help them make a difference, leading 
with the Gospel. God is giving us great 
opportunities, right now, to impact lives 
with the Gospel.

The best days of the Minnesota North 
District are ahead of us. God is good!

The Alexandria Circuit held a Refor-
mation Celebration at Zion Lutheran 
Church and School, Alexandria, on Oct. 
31, to celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation.

The evening began with a Reformation 
Fair. Circuit congregations sponsored 
booths where handouts, candy and 
games were shared. During the fair, 
the Rev. Daniel Deardoff Sr., pastor of 
Blessed Redeemer, Brandon, S.D., por-
trayed Martin Luther and gave several 
presentations. A light supper was served 
during the festivities.

The highlight of the evening, however, 
was the circuit Worship Service, with 
the Rev. Dr. Dean Nadasdy, Minnesota 
South District president, serving as 
preacher. Pastors of the circuit partici-
pated in leading the 
service, and 
special music 
was provided 
by a special 
choir and in-
strumentalists.

Submitted 
by JoNette 
Brogaard

The Rev. Daniel 
Deardoff Sr. as 
Martin Luther.

Circuit celebrates
REFORMATION

90 YEARS
in the Lord
Lin Temanson, a member of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Barnes-
ville, recently celebrated her 
90th birthday. Lin has long been 
an active member of St. John’s, 
attending both services and Bible 
study regularly, along with taking 
an active role in the congregation’s 
quilting group.

The members of St. John’s com-
memorated the day with a special 
cake decorated with a quilt, and 
they pray that God would contin-
ue to bless her with many more 
healthy years of service in the Lord.

Congregations should have received a 
mailing from LCMS Rosters, Statistics 
and Research Services on reporting your 
2017 statistics. The mailing provides 
information on how to submit online 

Congregations: 
Please report your stats

figures for such things as membership, 
worship attendance and contributions 
from members. 

Reports are due by Feb. 28.
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Marilyn Hiltel
LWML District President
6850 Golden Spike Road, 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
president@lwmlmnn.org

320-387-2219

COUNSELOR’S CORNER
Dust you are, 
but not for long
There is a strange confluence in 2018 of the sa-
cred and the secular. Ash Wednesday also hap-
pens to be Valentine’s Day, and Easter Sunday is 
April Fool’s Day. Someone pointed this out to me 
along with sage advice: “As a pastor, please don’t 
link these events together.” Sadly, I’m sure that 
many pastors will not resist the ready-made, but 
likely poorly-made illustrations. 

“Dust you are and to dust you shall return.” If 
your congregation observes the custom of the 
imposition of ashes, you will hear those words 
as a cross is inscribed on your forehead. It’s not 
good news. We are dying and our bodies will 
return to the dust from which we came. It is 
our fault, our own fault, our own most grievous 
fault. 

In Adam and Eve’s sin, we exchanged our love of 
God for the love of self. There is nothing lovely 
about death. Ash Wednesday begins the Lenten 
season with repentance and the knowledge of 
death. 

On Easter Sunday, your pastor might link Ash 
Wednesday to the Resurrection of our Lord 
by saying, “Dust you are and to dust you shall 
return, but not for long.” Unless you are still 
alive when Christ returns, your body will be dust 
in the ground. On the last day, all who have died 
will be raised. Their bodies will rejoin their souls 
and believers will go into eternal life with Jesus. 
Unbelievers will go body and soul into hell for 
an eternity of suffering and death. 

The gift of your resurrection and life eternal is 
solely because Christ Jesus came to undo your 
sin. He was selfless for the selfish. He became 
sin for the sinner. He was righteous and obedi-
ent in the stead of the ungodly and rebellious. 
He lived, died and rose again for you. 

He said He was God in the flesh. He outlined 
exactly what He would do. He said this was 
for sinners like you and He did what He said. 
Dust you are because of sin. Alive you are and 
resurrected you will be because of Christ alone. 
A blessed Lententide and a happy Easter!

Rev. Bruce Timm
Arrowhead Region Pastoral Counselor

The 2018 Prayer Service, “Living 
as God’s People,” is based on 1 Peter 
2:9-12.

Many factors come to mind when 
we think of who we are. In his first 
letter, Peter continually reminds 
his readers of their identity. Rather 
than focus on inane worldly details, 

he focuses in on what’s most im-
portant: our standing in the eyes of 
God or our place in His kingdom.

Peter reminds his readers of who 
they were prior to being made part 
of God’s family, contrasting that 
non-status with the present reality 
of what God had made them. This 
was especially important for Peter’s 
readers as they compared them-
selves to the unbelievers around 
them, and as they fought to retain 
hope in what may have seemed like 
hopeless times.

The 2018 Prayer Service is now 
available for free download at 
lwml.org/prayer-service. The Prayer 
Service is designed to be used at any 
time, by large or small groups. It is 
an abbreviated worship service.

It was written by the Rev. Dr. Rob-
ert Roegner, 2013-17 English Dis-
trict LWML pastoral counselor. He 
will serve as a missionary in Israel. 

An LWML membership-drive event 
was held in early fall at Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church in St. Cloud. This 
event was hosted by Carla Patton, 
Arrowhead II regional vice-presi-
dent.

The event consisted of a style show 
and luncheon, in 
which an explanation 

of LWML business 
rules was given. 
Each LWML 
member was en-

couraged to bring at 
least one guest who 
was a member of an 
LCMS church but 
not a current LWML 
member. 

The women who 
modeled were a mix of LWML and 
non-LWML members. The ladies 

Our identity in Christ

Ladies enjoy style show
enjoyed the styles, supplied by 
Christopher & Banks, as well as a 
lunch provided by Ebert and Ger-
bert’s Sandwich Shop. The women 
had a great time while learning 
about LWML. The event was a 
huge success, with 82 in attendance.


