
Dear friends in Christ,            October 2017 

This month saw the start of a new class at Luther House, an International Bible Class. Supplied with 

bilingual bibles from an LCEF grant, Pastor Kind has been choosing a passage from the New Testament 

to study each time. While attendance is small, it does provide the students who come a chance to ask of 

Pastor whatever they have on their mind. Pastor Kind is very good at keeping to the topic at hand and 

not allowing conversation spiraling off into rabbit holes, instead focusing always on Christ and the 

Gospel. This is something I struggle with in my conversations with students, and this class has had the 

added benefit that I can learn from him how not to 

be deflected by side arguments/questions (e.g., 

why does God not interfere when something evil 

happens?) The Bible class has been a good 

environment for those less familiar with Christianity 

as opposed to our other studies that are suited to 

those already of the faith. The Chinese hot pot and 

dumpling meals have been a great way to get the 

word out to Chinese (and other!) people about this 

class. ULC students are also able to connect with 

them, too, and help reach out to others. 

The Common Chest (food pantry) has been well 

received and well used by students over the past few months. LWML ladies from surrounding churches 

donated a very generous amount of food and hygiene items this month, which I received when I spoke 

at the LWML Rally at Messiah Lutheran in Mounds View. A very big thank you to all the women who 

contributed! Since the Common Chest is not only for students but for anyone who needs it, we are able 

provide help for our broader community, including families and homeless people. 

These last few weeks I have been meeting up with students already attending ULC and hearing how 

their faith is challenged by their teachers and classmates. In science classes and even (or perhaps 

especially) in humanities classes, they are constantly being taught theories, principles and morals that 

do not live in harmony with Christianity. One student I talked to at a conference last week even said that 

one of her professors for social work told the class that Christians shouldn’t become social workers. As a 

daughter of a social worker, it is easy for me to understand that the opposite is true – the more 

Christians in social work the better. 

In light of the questions and struggles students encounter through college, we are considering starting 

up a monthly meeting where students gather together and answer a question that they are asked by 

their friends, classmates, even themselves. These questions can range from evolution’s conflict with 

Genesis (and ultimately, the entire Bible) to why other campus groups don’t emphasize baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper like we do. Such a meeting would provide students with a place to discuss these issues 

with each other and learn how to answer them with grace, respect, and firmness of faith. 

God’s blessings to you, 

Rebecca Wagner 


